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PREFACE. 



IT is not my intention to detain the reader 
by expatiating on the variety, or the im- 
portance of the fubjed, which I have under- 
taken to treat ; fmce the merit of the choice 
would ferve to render the weaknefs of the 
execution ftill more apparent, and ftill lefs ex* 
cufable. But as I have prefumed to lay before 
the Public ^Jirjl volume only" of the Hiftory 
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
it will perhaps be expected that I ihould ex- 
plain, in a few words, the nature and limits of 
my general plan. 

The mcimorable feries of revolutions, which, 
in the courfe of about thirteen centuries, gra- 
dually undermined, and at length deftroyed, 
the folid fabric of human greatnefs, may, with 
fome propriety, be divided into the three fol- 
lowing periods : 

' The firft yolume of the quarto, wluch is bow contained 
in the two fitft tohimes of the oaavo, edition. 

A 2 I. The 
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!▼ PREFACE. 

I. The firft of thefe periods may be traced 
from the age of Trajan and the Antonines, 
when the Roman monarchy, having attained 
its full ftrength and maturity, began to verge 
towards its decline; and will extend to the 
fubverfion of the Weftern Empire, by the 
barbarians of Germany and Scythia, the rude 
anceftors of the moft polifhed nations of mo- 
dern Europe. This extraordinary revolution, 
which fubjeded Rome to the power of a 
Gothic conqueror, was completed about the 
beginning of the fixth century, 

II. The fecond period of the Decline and 
Fall of Rome, may be fuppofed to commence 
with the reign of Juftinian, who by his laws, 
as well as by his viftorics, reftored a tranfient 
fplendour to the Eaftern Empire. It will 
coipprehend the invafion of Italy by the 
Lombards J the conqueft of the Afiatic and 
African provinces by the Arabs, who em- 
braced the religion of Mahomet ; the revolt 
pf the Roman people againft the feeble princes 
of Conftantinople ; and the elevation of Char- 
lemagne, who, in the year eight hundred, 
eftabliflied the fecond, or German Empire of 
the Weft. 

III. The laft and longeft of thefe periods 
includes about fix centuries and a half; from 

the 
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PREFACE. y 

the revival of the Weftern Empire, till the 
taking of Conftantinople by the Turks, and 
the extin£tion of a degenerate race of princes, 
who continued to aflume the titles of Caefar 
and Auguftus, after their dominions vsrere 
contradied to the limits of a fingle city; in 
which the language, as well as manners, of 
the ancient Romans, had been long fmce for- 
gotten^ The writer who fliould undertake 
to relate the events of this period, would find 
himfelf obliged to enter into the general 
hiftory of the Cnifades, as far as they con- 
tributed to the ruin of the Greek Empire; 
and he would fcarcely be able to reftrain his 
curiofity from making fome inquiry into the 
Hate of the city of Rome, during the darknefs 
and confufion of the middle ages. 

As I have ventured, perhaps too haflily, to 
commit to the prefs, a work, which, in every 
fenfeof the word, deferves the epithet of im- ^ 

perfeft, I confider myfelf as contradting an 
engagement to finifli, mT)ft probably in a fe- 
cond volume*, the firft of thefe memorable 
periods; and to deliver to the Public^ the 
complete Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of 

* The Author, as it frequently happens, took an inatle- 
qnate meafurc of his gr9win^ work. The remainder of the 
firft period has filled two vohimes in quarto, being the 
^rd, fourth, fifth, and fixth volumes of the odavo edition. 

Rome, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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Rome, from the age of the Antonines, to the 
fubverfion of the Weftem Empire. With 
regard to the fubfequent periods, though I 
may entertain fome hopes, I dare not prefume 
to give any aflurances. The execution of the 
cxtenfive plan which I have defcribed, would 
conne£t the ancient and modern hiftory of 
the World : but it would require many years 
of health, of leifure, and of perfeverance. 

Bentinck-Street, * . 

February i> 1776. 



P. S. The entire Hiftory, which is now 
publifhed, of the Decline aftd Fail of the 
Roman Empire in the Weft, abundantly dil^ 
charges my engagements with the Public. 
Perhaps their favourable opinion may encou-« 
rage me to profecute a work, which, however 
laborious it may feem, is the moft agreeable 
occupation of my lAfure hours. 

Bbntincx-Stileet, 
March i, 1781. 



An Author eafily perfuades himfelf that the 
public opinion is ftill favourable to his labours; 

and 
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PREFACE. vU 

and I have now embraced the ferious rcfolu- 
tion of proceeding to the lafl: period of my 
original deOgn, and of the Roman Empire, 
the taking of Conftantinople by the Turks, 
in the year one thoufand four hundred and 
fifty-three. The moft patient Reader, who 
computes that three ponderous 'volumes 
have been already employed on the events 
of four centuries, may, perhaps, be alarmed 
at file kmg profped; of nine hundred years. 
But it is not my intention to expatiate with 
the iame minutenefs on the whole feriee of 
the Byzantine hiflory. At our entrance in- 
to this period, the reign of Ji^inian, and 
the ebnquefts of the Mahometans, will de^ 
ferve and detain our attention, and the laft 
age of Conftantinople (the Crufades and the 
Turks) is conne^ed with the revohitions of 
Modern Europe. From the feventh to the 
eleventh century, the obfcure interval will 
be iupplied by a conciie narrative of fuc^ 
fads, as may ftill appear either interefting^ 
or important. 

Bbntinck-Strsst, 
March i» 1782. 

> Tbe firft fix Tplumes of die oAavo edkioiii 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

FIRST OCTAVO EDITION. 



'HE Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of Mie. 
Roman Empire is now delivered to the 
Public in a more convenient form. Some 
alterations and improvements had prefcnted 
themfelves to my mind, but I was unwilling to 
injure or offend the pur chafers of the preced- 
ing editions. The accuracy of the Corrector 
of tlie Prefs has been already tried and ap- 
proved ; and, perhaps, I may ftand excufed, 
if, amidft the avocations of a bufy winter, I 
have preferred the pleafures of compofition 
and ftudy, to the minute diligence of revifing 
a former publication. 

Bbntinck-Strset, 

April 20, 1783, 
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|AiLiG£KC£ and accuracy are the only merits 
^^ which an hiftorical writer may afcribe to 
himfelf; if any merit indeed can be aflfumed 
from the performance of an indifpenfable duty. 
I may therefore be allowed to fay that I have 
carefully examined all the original materials that 
could iUuftrate the fubjed which I had undertaken 
to treat. Should I ever complete the extenfive 
deiign which has been flcetched out in the Preface, 
I mighi perhaps conclude it with a critical account 
of the authors confulted during the progrefs of the 
whole work ; and however fuch an attempt might 
incur the cenfure of oftentation, I am perfuaded, 
that it would be fufceptible of entertainment, as 
well as information. 

At prefent I Ihall content myfelf with a fingle 
obfervation. The Biographers, who, under the 
reigns of Diocletian and Conftantine, compofed, 
or rather compiled, the lives of the Emperors, 
from Hadrian to the fons of Carus, are ufually 
mentioned under the names of .£lius Spartianus, 
Julius Capitolinus, ^lius Lampridius, Vulcatius 
Gallicanus, Trebellius PoUio, and Flavius Vopif- 
cus. But there is fo much perplexity in the titles 
of the MSS. ; and fo many difputes have arifen 
among the critics (fee Fabricius, Biblioth* La« 

Vol. I. a tin» 
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tin. I. iii. c. 6.) concerning their number, their 
names, and their refpedive property ; that for the 
moft part I have quoted them without diftinftion^ 
under the genera! and weff-known title of the 
Augujian Hi/iory. 
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HISTORY 

OP THE 

DECLINE AND IfALL 

OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

CHAP, L 

The Extent and Military Force of the Empire in the 
Age of the Antonines. 

IN the fecond century of the Chriftian Mxz^ cHAfi 
the Empire of Rome comprehended the u 
hireft part of the earthy and the moft civilized 
portion of mankind* The frontiers of that 
cxtenfive monarchy were guarded by ancient 
renown and difciplined valour* The gentle, but 
powerful influence of laws and manners had gra-» 
daally cemented the union of the provinces* 
Their peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and abufed 
the advantages of weahh and luxury. The imago 
I of a fr^e conftltution was preferved with decent 
I reverence: the Roman fenate appeared to pod 
fefs the fovereign authority, and devolved on thd 
emperors all the executive powers of gotern«^ 
meat. During a happy period of more than A:t^. 9! 
V0L.L B four^ -**•* 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

fourfcore years, the public adminiftration was 
condufted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, 
Trajan, Hadrian, and the two Antonmes. It^is 
the defign of this, and of the two fucceeding 
chapters, to defcribe the profperous condition 
of their empire ; and afterwards, from the death 
of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the moil im- 
portant circumftances of its decline and fall ; a 
revolution which will ever be remembered, and 
is ft ill felt by the nations of the earth. 
Mode^. i^g principal conquefts of the Romans were 
ituguiius. atchieved under the republic ; and the empe- 
rors, for the moft part, were fatisfied with pre- 
fcrving thofe dominions which bad been acquired 
by the policy of the fenate, the adive emula- 
tion of the confuls, and the martial enthufiafm of 
the people. The feven firft centuries were filled 
with a rapid fuccei&on of triumphs ^ but it was 
teferved for Auguftus, -to relinquifh the ambi- 
tious defign of fubduing the whole earth, and 
to introduce a fpirit of moderation into the pub« 
Kc councils. Inclined to peace by his temper 
and fituation, it was eafy for him to difcover, 
that Rome, in her prefent exalted fituation, had 
much tefs to hope than to fear from the chance 
of arms ; and that, in the profecution of remote 
wars, the undertaking became every day more 
difficult, the event more doubtful, and the pof- 
feffion more precarious, and lefs beneficiaL The 
experience of Auguftus added weight to thefe 
falutary refledions, and efFedually convinced him, 
that, by the prudent vigour of his counfels, it 
*8 would 
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Of THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

w*ouId be eafy to fecure every conceffion, which chap, 
the fafety or the dignity of Rome might require '• 
from the ino(l formidable Barbarians. Inftead 
of expofing his perfon and his legions to the 
arrows of the Parthians, he obtained, by an 
honourable treaty, the reftitution of the ftandards 
and prifoners whidi had been taketx in the defeat 
of Craflus '. 

His generals, in the early part of his reign, 
attempted the reduction of jSthiopia and Arabia 
Felix. They marched near a thoufand miles 
to the fouth of the tropic j but the heat of the 
climate foon repelled the invaders, and protected 
the unwarlike natives of thofe fequeftelred regions *. 
The northern countries of Europe fcarcely de- 
ferved the expence and labour of conqueft. The 
forefts and moraffcs of Germany were filled with 
a hardy race of barbarians, who defpifed life when 
it was feparated from freedom; and though, 
on the firft attack, they feemed to yield to the 
weight of the Roman power, they foon, by a 
Ggnal aft of defpair, regained their independence, 
and reminded Augiiftils of the viciflitude of for- 

^ Dion Caflius (1. livi p. ^36.), ^ith the annotations of Heymar^ 
who has colJef)ed all that Roman vanity has left upon the Aibje'Sl* 
Tlie marble of Ancyra, on which Auguftus recorded his own ex* 
ploits, aflerts that bf eomptHid the Parthians to rcftore the enfigns of 
CraflTus. 

* Strabo (1. xvi* p. 7So.)> Pliny the elder (Hift. Natnr. 1. vi. 
c. ji. 35.), and Diort Cafliiis (J. liii. p. ^xj. and I. lir. p. 734.), 
bive left us very ctirious details concerning thefe wars. The Ro« 
mans made themfelves maftert of Mariaba, or Merab, a city of Ara« 
bia Felix, well known to the Orientals (fee Abulfeda and the Nubian 
geography, p. 5a.)* Thty were, arrived within three days' jouinej 
of the Spice coiiJitry> the rich obje£l of their inira(ion, 

B 2 tune* 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, tune ^ On the death of that emperor, his tefta- 
!• ment was publicly read in the fenate. He be- 
queathed, as a valuable legacy to his fucceffors, 
the advice of confining the empire within thofe 
limits, which Nature feemed to hare placed as 
its permanent bulwarks and boundaries ; on the 
wefl the Atlantic ocean ; the Rhine and Danube 
on the north ; the Euphrates on the eafl ; and 
towards the fouth, the fandy defarts of Arabia and 
Africa *. 
Im|tated Happily for the repofe of mankind, the mo- 
ccflbrs. derate fyftem recommended by the wifdom of 
Auguftus was adopted by the fears and vices of 
bis immediate fuccelTors. Engaged in the pur- 
fuit of pleafure, or in the exercife of tyranny, 
the firft Casfars feldom (hewed themfelves to the 
armies, or to the provinces ; nor were they dif- 
pofed to fuflfgr, that thofe triumphs which their 
indolence neglected, (hould be ufurped by the 
condu£l and valour of their lieutenants. The 
military fame of a fubjed was confidered as an 
infolent invafion of the Imperial prerogative ; and 
it became the duty, as well as ■ intereft, of every 
Roman general, to guard the frontiers intruded 
to bis care, without afpiring to conqueds which 

' By the fl:)ughtcr of Varos and his three legions. See the fiid 
hook, of the Annals of Tacitus. Sueton. in Augiift. c. 23. and Vei- 
leius PaterculuSy 1. ii. c. 117, &c. Auguftus did not receive \he 
melancholy news with all the temper and fiiinncrs that nt»ghc have 
been expelled from his character. 

4 Tacit. Annal. ]. ii. Dioti. Caflins, 1. Ivi. p. S53. and th« 
fpcech of AuguAus hiinfclf, in Julitin*s Csefars, It receives great 
l»ght ffotu the learned notes of hi* French tf^inflatorj M. Span- 
heiiu. 

might 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. J 

might have proved no lefs fatal to himfclf than to c p A f. 
the vanquiffied barbarians '. !• 

The only acccflion which the Roman empire Conqueft 
received, during the firft century of the Chrifliatt ^J^l^l'"" 
iEra, was the province of Britain. In this fmgle fiiftexcep- 
inltance the fucceffors of Cacfar and Auguftus **®'*'*^*^* 
were perfuaded to follow the example of the for- 
mer, rather than the precept of the latter. The 
proximity of its fituation to the coaft of Gaul 
feemed to invite their arms ; the pleafing, though 
doubtful intelligence, of a pearl filhery, attrafted 
their avarice * ; and as Britain was viewed in the 
light of a diftinft and infulated world, the con- 
queft fcarcely formed any exception to the gene- 
ral fyftem of continental meafures. After a war 
of about forty years, undertaken by the moft 
ftupid% maintained by the moft diflblate, and 
terminated by the moft timid of all the emperors, 
the far greater part of the ifland fubmitted to 

S Germanicusy Suetomiis Paulinus, and Agricola, were checked 
and recalled in the courfe o^ chtir viftoties. Corbulo was piit ro 
death. Military merits as it is admirably exprefltd by Tacitus^ waSy 
in ihe iiriclcit ftnic of the word, imftratorim virtus, 

^ Caefar bimfclf conceals rbat ignoble motive ; biit if is mentirined 
bj Suetonius, e. 47. The Rritifh pearls proved, however, of little^ 
Taluc, on account of their dark and livid colour. Tacitus obferves» 
with reafon (in Agricula, c. 11.), that it was an inherent dcfcfV, 
*< Ego facilius credideriniy naturam inargaritis deeOe quam nobis 
•• avaritiam/* 

7 Claudius, Nero» and Donnitiati. A hope is expreflfed by Pom. 
pcnios Mela, 1« iit. c. 6. (he wrote under Claudius) that, by the 
luccefs of tbe Roman arms, the ifland and its lavage inhabitants 
wauld foon be better known* It is ainufing enough to peiufe fuch 
parages in the midit of London. 

B 3 the 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAF. the Roman yoke'. The various tribes of Bri, 
i» tons poflefled valour without conduft, and thq 
love of freedom without the fpirit of union. 
They took up arms with favage fiercenefs ; they 
laid them down, or turned them againft each 
other, with wild inconftancy ; and while they fought 
fingly, they were fucceffively fubdqed. Neither 
the fortitude of Caraftacus, nor the defpair of 
Boadicea, nor the fanaticifm of the Druids, couI4 
avert the flavery of their country, or refift the 
fteady progrefs of the Imperial generals, who 
maintained the national glory, when the throne 
was difgraced by the weakeft, or the mod vicious 
of mankind. At the very time when Domi- 
tian, confined to his palace, felt the terrors 
which he infpired ; his legions, under the cona- 
mand of the virtuous Agricola, defeated the coU 
lefted force of the Caledonians at the foot of the 
Grampian hills j and his fleets, venturing to ex- 
plore an unknown and dangerous navigation, dif- 
played the Roman arms round every part of the 
ifland* The conqueft of Britain was confidered 
as already atchieved ; and it was the defign of 
Agricola to complete and enfure his fuccels by 
the eafy redudlion of Ireland, for which, in his 
opinion, one legion and a few auxiliaries were 
fufficient^^ The weftern ifle might be improved 
into a valuable pofleilion, and the Britons would 

• See the admirable abridgment given by Tacitqt, in the life of 
Agricola, and copioufly, though perhaps not completely, ill uftrated by 
pur own antiquarians, Camden and Horiley. 

9 The Irifli writers, jealous of their national honour, are extremely 
provoked on this occalion, both with Tacitus and with Agricola. 

wear 
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wear their chains with the lefs reludlance, if the c H a p. 
profpe£k and example of freedom were on every i- 
fide removed from before their eyes. 

But the fuperior pierit of Agricola foon occa- 
iioned his removal from the government of Bri- 
tain ; and for ever difappointed this rational, 
though extenfive fchcme of conqueft. Before his 
departure, the prudent general had provided for 
fecurity as well as for dominion. He had ob- 
ferved, that the ifland is almoft divided into two 
unequal parts by the oppofite gulfs, or, as they • 
are now called, the Friths of Scotland. Acrofs 
the narrow interval of about forty miles, he had 
drawn a line of military ftations, which was after- 
wards fortified in the reign of Antoninus Pius, 
by a turf rampart erefled on foundations of 
ftone '% This wall of Antoninus, at a fmall 
diftance beyond the modern cities of Edinburgh 
.and Glafgow, was fixed as the limit of the Roman 
province. The native Caledonians preferved in 
the northern extremity of the ifland their wild 
independence, for which they were not lefs ia^ 
debted to their poverty than to their valour. 
Their incqrfions were frequently repelled and 
cbailifed ; but their country was never fubdued". 
The mafters of the faireft and moft wealthy cli- 
mates of the globe turned with contempt from 

10 See Horfley*s Briranoia Romania, 1. i. c. lo. 

1' The poet Buchanan celebrates, with elegance and fpint (fee his 
SylvsiPf ¥.)» the un violated independence ot. his naUTf country. But^ 
if the (ingle teftimony of Richard of Cirenc^fter was fulficient to create 
a Roman province of Vefpafiana to the north of the wait, that inde-* 
pewlence would be reduced within very narrovi; Hmits, 

B 4 gloomjf 
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Conqueft 
ef Dacia $ 
fhe fecond 



gloomy' hills affailcd by the winter temped, from 
lakes concealed in a blue mid, and from cold and 
lonely heaths, over which the deer of the foreft 
were chafed by a troop of naked barbarians "• 

Such was the ftatc of the Roman frontiers, and 
fqch the maxims of Imperial policy from the 
death of Auguftus to the acceffion of TrajaOt 
That virtuous and aflive prince had received the 
education of a foldier, and poflefTed the talents 
of a general "♦ The peaceful fyftem of his pre- 
deceflbrs was interrupted by fcenes of war and 
conqueft; and the legions, after a long interval, 
beheld a military emperor at their head. The 
firft exploits of Trajan were againd the Dacians, 
the moft warlike of men, who dwelt beyond the 
Danube, and who, during the reign of Domitian, 
had infuUed with impunity the majefty of 
Rome '*• To the ftrength and fiercenefs of bar- 
barians, they added a contempt for life, which 
was derived from a warm perfqafion of the im- 
mortality and tranfmigration of the foul "• De? 
cebalus, the Dacian king, approved himfelf a 
rival not unworthy of Trajan ; nor did he defpair 
of his own and the public fortune, till, by 
the confeifion of his enemies, he had exhaufted 
livery refoar^e both of valour and policy **. This 



'* Sec App^an («n Pipem.) and the uniform imagery of OflTian'l 
poems, wr.ich, according to tvary bypoihcfi^y were cofRpofcd by a 
fiative Caledonian. 

II See Pliny^t Panegyric, vhich feem» founded on fafts. 

'4 Dion CafiiuSy i. )xvii. 

15 Herodotus, I. \w» c. 94.. Jt|ljaq tq tUeCsrfars, with SpanheimU 
obfervationt. 

>6 Plm. Epift. viii. 9. 

I* memo^ 
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memorable war^ with a very fliort fufpenfion of chap. 
boftilitieSy lafted five years; and as the emperor i* 
could exert, without controul, the whole force 
of the ftate^ it was terminated by an abfolute 
fubmifl[k)n of the barbarians '\ The new pro« 
vince of Dacia, which formed a fecond exception 
to the precept of Auguftus, was about thirteen 
hundred miles in circumference. Its natural 
boundaries weie the Niefter, the Teyfs, or TibiC 
cus, the Lower Danube, and the Euxine Sea. 
The veftiges of a military road may ftili be traced 
from the banks of the Danube to the neigh- 
bourhood of Bender, a place famous in modern 
hiftory, and the adual frontier of the Turkifli 
and Ruffian empires '*• 

Trajan was ambitious of fame ; and as long as 5^^**"?^ * 
mankind fiiail continue to beflow more liberal intheeaft. 
applaufe on their deftroyers than on their bene- 
fadors, the third of military glory will ever be 
the vice of the mod exalted characters. The 
praifes of Alexander, tranfmitted by a fucceflion 
of poets and hiftorians, had kindled a dangerous 
emulation in the mind of Trajan. Like him the 
Roman emperor undertook an ^^pedition againfl: 
the nations of the eaft, but he lamented with a 
figh, that his advanced age fcarcely left him any 
hopes of equalling the renown of the fon of Phi- 
lip '^ Yet the fuccefs of Trajan, however tran- 

*7 Dion Cadiasy l.Ixviii. p. itij. 1131. Julian in Csfaribut. 
Eatropiot» viii. 3. 6« Anreltut Victor in Epitome. 

" See a Memoir of M. d'Anville, on the Province of Dacfa> in 
tbeAcaJenaie des Inicriptions, torn, xxviii. p. 444— 46!. 

>9 Trajan's fentiinentg are reprefeotcd in a rery juft and lively 
manoer in the Caifort of Julian. 

fient. 
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fient, was rapid and fpecious. The degenerate 
Parthians, broken by inteftine difcord, fled be- 
fare his arms. He defccnded the river Tigris 
in triumph, from the mountains of Armenia to 
the Perfian gulph. He enjoyed the honour of 
being the firft, as he was the !aft, of the Roman 
generals, who ever navigated that remote fea. 
His fleets ravaged the coafts of Arabia ; and 
Trajan vainly flattered himfelf that he was ap- 
proaching towards the confines of India *^ Every 
day the aftonilhed fenate received the intelligence 
of new names and new nations, that acknow- 
ledged his fway. They were informed that the 
kings of Bofphorus, Colchos, Iberia, Albania, 
Offhoene, and even the Parthian monarch him- 
felf, had accepted their diadems from the hands 
of the emperor ; that the independent tribes of 
the Median and Carducian hills had implored. 
his prpteftion ; and that the rich countries of 
Armenia, Mefopotamia, and Aflyria, were reduced 
into the ftate of provinces*'. ]3ut the death 
of Trajan foon clouded the fplendid profpeft ; 
and it was juftly to be dreaded, that fo many 
diftant nations would throw oflF the unaccuftomed 
yoke, when they were no longer reftrained by 
the powerful hand which had impofed it. 
Refiirneci ^^ ^^^ ^^ ancicnt tradition, that when the 
byhiHfuc- Capitol was founded by one of the Roman kings,, 
driam ^" the god Terminus (who prefided over bounds 

*» Eutropius and Scxtus Rufus have cndeaToiircd to perpetuate 
' the ilhiiion. Sec a very f^nfible diiTtrtation of M. Freret in the 
Academie des Infcriptions, torn. xxi. p. 55. 
»> Dion Caflius, 1. ixviii. i and th^ Abbreviators. 

a^ies^ 
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Bries, and was reprefenteS according to the fafliion q h a p. 
of that age by a large ftone) alone, among all i, 
the inferior deities, refufed to yield his place to 
Jupiter himfelf. A favourable inference was 
drawn from his obftinacy, which was inter- 
preted by the augurs as a fure prefage that the 
boundaries of the Roman power would never 
recede **. During many ages, the prediftion, as 
it is ufual, contributed to its own accomplifli^ 
ment. But though Terminus had refided the 
majefty of Jupiter, he fubmitted to the autho- 
rity of the emperor Hadrian *3. The refignation 
of all the eadern conquefts of Trajan was the (irft 
meafure of his reign. He reftored to the Par- 
thians the election of an independent fovereign, 
withdrew the Roman garrifons from the pro- 
vinces of Armenia, Mefopotamia, and Affyria, 
and, in compliance with the precept of Auguftus, 
once more eftablifhed the Euphrates as the fron- 
tier of the empire **. Cenfure, which arraigns the 
public aflions and the private motives of princes, 
has afcribed to envy, a conddd, which might be 
attributed to the prudence and moderation of 
Hadrian. The various charader of that emperor, 
capable, by turns, of the meaneft and the moft 
generous fentiments, may aflford fome colour to 

U Ovid. Faft. I. II. vcr. 667. See Livy, and Dionytiu« of Hali- 
carnalTuSy under the reign of Tarquin. 

»i S*. Auguftin is Ivghly delighted with the proof of the weaknefs 
of Terminus, and the vanity of the Augurs. See De Civitate Dei, 
ir. 19, • ' 

' HSce the Auguflan Hi()ory» p. 5. Jerome's Chronicle, and all 
the Epitoniifers. It is fomewhat farprifing, that this memorable 
cve&c fliould be omitcfd by Dion, or rather by X)p))ilti]^ 

the 
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12 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the fufpicion. It was, liowever, fcarcely in his 
!• power to place the fuperlorlty of his predeceffor 
in a more confpicuous light, than by thus con- 
feffing himfelf unequal to the tafk of defending 
the conquefts of Trajan. 
HadHal'*^ The martial and ambitious fpirit of Trajan 
•ikI Anro- formed a very fingular coniraft with the modera- 
BinuiPius. ^j^^ ^f j^j^ fucceffor. The reftlefs adivity of 
Hadrian was not lefs remarkable, when com- 
pared with the gentle repofe of Antoninus Pius. 
The life of the former was almoft a perpetual 
journey ; and as he pofleffed the various talents 
of the foldier, the ftatefman, and the fcholar, he 
gratified his curiofity in the difcharge of his duty. 
Carelefs of the difference of feafons and of cli- 
mates, he marched on foot, and bare-headed, 
over the fnov/s of Caledonia, and the fuhry plains 
of the Upper Egypt; nor was there a province 
of the empire, which, in the courfe of his reign, 
was not honoured with the prefence of the mo- 
parch *'. But the tranquil life of Antoninus Pius 
was fpent in the bofom of Italy ; and, during the 
twenty-three years that he direfted the public 
adminiftration, the longed journies of that amiable 
prince extended no further than from his palace 
in Rome, to the retirement of his Lanuvi^n 
Villa ^^ 
Pacific Notwithftanding this difference in their per- 

»adnan foiial couduft, the general fyftem of Auguftus 

and ihe 

fwo Arto« 

liiiiM. V Dion, ]. Utx. p. 1158. Hift. Auguft. p. 5. 8. If all our hifto- 

rians were loft, medal t, infcriptions, and other monuments, would 

be fofficient to record the travels of Hadrian. 
s6 See the Augyftan Hiftory and the Epitomes. 

was 
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was equally adopted and uniformly purfued by chap. 
Hadrian and by the two Antonines. They per- ^r_ 
fifted in the deiign of maintaining the dignity of 
the empire, without attempting to enlarge its 
limits. By every honourable expedient they 
invited the friendfhip of the barbarians ; and en- 
deavoured to convince mankind, that the Roman 
power, raifed above the temptation of conqueft^ 
was actuated only by the love of order and juf- 
tice. During a long period of forty-three year$ 
their virtuous labours were crowned with fuccefs ; 
and if we except a few flight hoftilities that 
ferved to exercife the legions. of the frontier, the 
reigns of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius offer the 
fair profped of univerfal peace ^^. The Roman 
name was revered among the moft remote na- 
tions of the earth. The fierceil barbarians fre- 
quently fubmitted their differences to the arbi* 
tration of the emperor ; and we are informed by 
a cotemporary hidorian, that he had feen am« 
bailadors who were refufed the honour which they 
came to folicit, of being admitted into the rank of 
fubjefts '•. 

The terror of the Roman arms added weight Defenfifv 
and dignity to the moderation of the emperors. Marcus 

Antoni- 
>7 We aiuft» however, remember, that, in the time of Hadrian, a '^"** 
rehcllton of the Jews raged with religious fury, though only in a 
fiiigle province: Paufanias (1. viii. c. 43.) mentions two neceflfary ■ 
and Aiccefsfut wars» cooihiAed by the generals of Pius, ill, A gain ft 
the wandering Moors, who were driven into the foiitudes of Atlas, 
sd, Againft the Brtgantes of Britain, who had invaded the Roman 
province. Both thefe wars (with feveral other hoAilities) are men*, 
tioncd in ihs Auguftan Uiftory, p. 19. 

^ Appian of Alexandria, in the preface to bis Hiftory of the 
RpniaD wars. 

They 
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14 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. They pfcferved peace by a CoAftant preparafiofl 
I* for war; and while juftice regulated their con* 
duft, they announced to the nations on their cdn-* 
fines, that they were as little difpofed to endure, 
as to offer an injury. The military ftrength, 
which it had been fufEcient for Hadrian and thd 
elder Antoninus to difplay, was extrted againft 
the Parthians and the Germans by the emperor 
Marcus. The hoftilities of the barbarians j^o- 
voked the refentment of that philofophic mo-» 
narch, and, in the profecUtion of a juft defence, 
Marcus and his generals obtained many fignal 
Yidories, borh on the Euphrates, and on the 
Danube**. The military eftablifliment of the 
Roman empire, which thus affured either its tran- 
quillity or its fuccefs, will now become the proper 
and important objeft of our attention. 
Milittrr In the purer ages of the commonwealth, the 
^M^ ufe of arms was referred for thofe ranks of citi- 
the Roman zeus who had a country to love, a property to 
emperors, j^f^j^j^ ^j^^ foj^e fhare in enabling thofe laws, 
which it was their intereft, as well as duty, to 
maintain. But in proportion as the public free- 
dom was loft in extent of conqueft, war was gra« 
dually improved into an art, and degraded into 
a trade**. The legions themfelves, even 'at the 

time 

*9 Dion. I. Izxi. Hift. Atiguft. in Maroo. The Parthran vie 
tories gave birth to a crowd of contemptible hiftorians, whofe me- 
Mory hat been refcoed from oblivion » and expofed to ridicule^ in a 
very Uvely piece of criticifm of Lucian. 

3^ The pooreft rsnk of foldiera poflciTed above forty pounds 
fterling (Dionyf. Halicarn. iv. 17. }y a very high qualiScation, at a 
tine when money was fo fcarccy that an ounce of iilvtr was equi- 
valent 
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time when they were recruited in the mod dif- chap« 
tant provinces, were fuppofed to confift of Ro* !• 
man citizens. That diflindion was generally ''^ '"*^ 
confidered, either as a legal qualification, or as 
a proper recompence for the foldier ; but a more 
ferious regard was paid to the eflential merit of 
age, ftrength, and military ftature^'. In all 
levies, a juft preference was given to the climates 
of the North over thofe of the South : the race 
of men born to the exercife of arms was fought 
for in the country rather than in cities ; and it 
was very reafonably prefumed, that the hardy 
occupations of fmiths, carpenters, and huntfmen, 
would fupply more vigour and refolution, than 
the fedentary trades which are employed in the 
fervice of luxury ^\ After every qualification of 
property had been laid afide, the armies of the 
Roman emperons were (lill commanded, for the 
moft part, by officers of a liberal birth and edu- 
cation; but the common foldiers, like the mer- 
cenary troops of modern Europe, were drawn 
froDi the meaneft, and very frequently from the 
moft profiigate, of mankind. 

That public virtue which among the ancients Diicipliat. 
was denominated patriotifm, is derived from a 
ftrong fenfe of our own intereft ii^t the preferva- 
tion and profperity of the free government of 
which we are members. Such a fentiment, 

valcnt to feveoty pound weight of brafs. The popuUc*, excladed by 
the Micient conftitution, were indifcnminately admitted by Manus. 
See Sailuft. de Bell. Jugurth. c. 91. 

3> Csfdr formed hU legion Alauda of GaoU and Grangers : but 
h was during the licence of civil war } and after the Tiflory, be gave 
them the freedom of the city for their reward. 

3* See Vegetias de Re Militarii 1. i« c. a--;. 

wliich 
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CHAP, which had rendered the legions of the repubHc 
I* almoft invincible, could make but a very feeble 
impreflion on the mercenary fervants of a 
defpotic prince ; and it became neceilary to fupply 
that defcA by other motives, of a different, but 
not lefs forcible nature ; honour and religion* 
The peafant, or mechanic, imbibed the ufeful 
prejudice that he was advanced to the more dig* 
nificd profeffion of arms, in which his rank and 
reputation would depend on his own valour ; 
and that, although the prowefs of a private foU 
dier mud often efcape the notice of fame, liis 
own behaviour might fometimes confer glory or 
' difgrace on the company, the legion, or even the 
army, to whofe honours he was affociated. On 
his firfl: entrance into the fervice, an oath was 
adminiftered to him, with every circumftance of 
folemnity. He promifed never to defert his ftand- 
ari^, to fubmit his own will to the commands 
of his leaders, and .to# facrifice his life for the 
lafety of the emperor and the empire ''. The 
attachment of the Roman troops to their iland- 
ards was infpired by the united influence of 
religion and of honour. The golden eagle^ 
which glittered in the front of the legion, was 
the objeA of their fondeft devotion; nor was if 
efteemed lefs impious than it was ignominious^ 
to abandon that facred enfign in the hour of 
dangeir^'. Thefe motives, which derived their 

S^ The oath of ferrice and fifJeliry to the emperor wae annuallj 
lenewed by the troops on the 6rft ot January. 

14 Tacitus calls the Roman eagles, Kelioruin Deos. Tbey yftre ' 
ftlaced in a chapel in the camp, and with the other deities received the 
religious worihip of the troops, 

ftrength 
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fttength from the imagination, were enforced chap. 
by fears and hopes of a more fubftantial kind. ^» 
Regular pay, occafional donatives, and a dated 
recompenfe after the appointed time of fervice, 
alleviated the hardfhips of the military life *% 
whilft, on the other hand, it was impoflible for 
cowardice or difobedience to efcape the fevereft 
punifhment. The centurions were authorized to 
chaflife with blows, the generals had a right to 
punifh with death ; and it was an inflexible 
maxim of Roman difcipline, that a good foldier 
fliould dread his officers far more than the enemy. 
Prom fuch laudable arts did the valour of the 
Imperial troops receive a degree of firmnefs and 
docility, unattainable by the impctuouSi^d irregular 
padions of barbarians. ^ 

And yet fo fenfible were the Romans of the Exerdfef. 
impetfeftion of valour without (kill and praftice, 
that, in their language, the name of an army 
was borrowed from the ^ord which fignified ex- 
ercifc *•. Military exercifes were the important 

IS See Grooovius de Pecunia veterr, 1. iii. p. x%o^ Sec. The em- 
peror Doinitian raifcd the annual ttipcr.d of the Ugionaiies to twelve 
pieces oi golJ, w:t!ch, in his time, wis tquivjilciit to about ten of 
mtr guineas* This pay, lomcwhnt higher than our own, ha^ been^ 
and «»as afterwards, gradually increaicd, according to the progrefs 
of wealth and military govemmeni. After twenty years fervice, 
the veteran received thiec ihouhud denarii (ahout one hundred 
pound* lNrling)» or a proportionable aliowance of land. The pay 
and advantages of the guards were, in general, about double thofe of 
the legions. 

S0 Ekiftitwt si txtnltatidf, Varro dc Lingua Litinl, 1. tv. Cicera. 
IttTufculan, L li. 37. There it room for a vary intereiiing work^ 
wbicli ihottld lay op«D the c«nne«ion between the languages and maDA 
acrs of nationt. . 

Vol. U C and 
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G H A ?• and unremitted objed of their difcifiline* The 
!• recruits and young foldiers were conftanrly trained 
both in the n^orning and in the evening, nor was 
age or knowledge allowed to excufe the veterans 
irom the daily repetition of what they had com- 
pletely learnt. Large (heds were erefted in the 
winter-quarters of the troops, that their ufeful 
labours might not receive any interruption from 
the mofl tempeftuous weather ; and it was care^^ 
fully obferved, that the arms deftined to this 
imitation of war, fhould be of double the weight 
which was required in real adion^'. It is not 
the purpofe of this work ttf enter into any minute 
defcription of the Roman exercifes. We (ball 
only remade, that they comprehended whatever 
could add^rength to the body, aftivity to the 
limbs, or grace to the motions. The folcfiers 
were diligently inftrufted to march, to run, to 
leap, to fvrim, to carry heavy burdens^ to handle 
every fpecies of arms that was ufed either for 
offence or for defence, either in diftant engage^ 
ment, or in a clofer onfet ; to form a variety of 
evolutions ; and to move to the found of flutes, 
in the Pyrrhic or martial dance **. In the midft 
of peace, the Roman troops &milia!rifed them* 
felves with the praftice of war ; and it is prettily 
remarked by an ancient hiftorian who had fought 
againd them, that the effufion of blood vms the 

37 Vegftitis, 1. ii. anJ the reft of his firil book. 

]* The Pyrrhic dance is extremely well rlloftrateci bf M, le Bca«« 
in 4he Academic de< Infcriptionty torn. xxxv. p. %$%f &c* That 
learned academician, in a icries of memoirs^ has colleAed idl the paf- 
fages of the ancients that retote to the Roman legion* 

3 / only 
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only circumftance which dIftinguUbed a field of c h a p« 
battle from a field of exercife ^. It was the po* i* 
licy of the ableft generals, and even of the em- 
perors themfelves, to encourage thefe military 
ftttdies by their prefence and example; and we 
are mformed that Hadrian, as well as Trajan^ 
frequently condefcended to inftru^ the unex- 
perienced foldiers, to reward the diligent, and 
fometimes to difpute with them the prize of fu- 
perior ftrength or dexterity ^^. Under the reigns 
of thofe princes, the fcience of tadics was cul^^ 
tivated with fuccefs; and as long as the empire 
retained any rigour^ their military inftrudions were 
refpeded as the mcft perfed model of Ronun 
difcipline^ 

Nine centuries of war had gradually intro- Theieiri* 
duced into the fervice many alterations and im* ^^^^^^^ 

' toe coipc* 

provementSi The legions^ as they are defcribed rurt. 
by Polybius^', in the time of the Punic wars» 
differed very materially from thofe which at- 
chieved the vidories of Casfar, or defended the 
monarchy of Hadrian and the Antonines. The 
conftitution of the Imperial legion may be de- 
fcribed in a few words *\ The heavy-armed in- 

39 Joleph. de Belli Jodaico, 1. iii. c $* We are indebted to tbit 
Jew for fouie very curious details of Roman difcipline. 

^ Plin. Panegyr. c. 1 3. Life of Hadriani in the Auguftan Hif. 
tory. 

41 Sec an admirable digreflion on the Roman difciplfne, in the fjxth 
book of his hiftory. 

4* Vegettos de Re Militari, 1. ii. c. 4, 5cc. Confiderable part of 
his fffy perpleiied aWidgment was taken A-om the regtilattons of 
Tnjan and Hadriaiv i and the legion, its he defcribes it, cannot fait 
any ether age of the Roman empire. 

C 2 fantry^ 
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fantryi whifah ' compofcd its principal ftre8gth^% 
was divitied • into ten cohorts, and fifty-five com** 
panies, under the orders of a correfpondent. num- 
ber of tribunes and centurions. The firft co- 
hort, which' always claimed the poft of -- hoifocur 
and' the cuftody of the eagle» was forined of 
eleven hundred and five foidiers^ the ihoft ap-^ 
proved fpr-vabtu- &nd fidelity. The remaiQixig 
nine cohorts confified. each/ of five hundred and 
fiisty-fivcj and tke .whole body of Icgiottary . in^ 
fantry amounted ' to fix thoufand one hundred 
Arms. nien» Their arms were uniform, and admirably 
adapted to the nature of their femoe : an open 
helmet, with a loity. craft ; a breaft^plate, or coat 
of mail ; greaves on their legs, and an ample 
■ buckler on feheir left arm. The buckler was of 
an oblong and concave figure, four, fleet in length, 
and two and a half in breadth, framed 'of a ligbt 
wood, covered with a bull's hide, and firongly 
yarded with plates of brafs* Befides a 'lighter 
fpear, the legionary foldier grafped in his right 
hand the formidable piltm, a ponderous javelin, 
whofe utmod length was about fix feet, and 
which was terminated by a maiTy triangubc ponK 
of fteel of eighteen inches**. This inftrumeni 
was indeed much interior to our modern fif^- 

. fl Vegeiiu* de Rt Militari, U ii. c. t. In thf purer age of Car. 
far and Cicero, the word «?;/r» was almoft confined co the (nfanuy* 
Ujuitr thi- Ifjwer einpiie, and jn the timrs of chivalry^ it was appio- 
priaied aimoil as exciufivciy (o the men at aiiDS, who fought on 
horieback. . 

'./4 III ths time of Folybius and Dionyfuit of. HaltcaroaiTut (1. t» 
c. 4.5.), the ficel jioint of the pilum.fcems to have been much longer* 
In the time of Vegetius, it was reduced toa f^t^or cwfn Dine ii\cbes» 
I have chosen a medium. 

Ik .' armsi 
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arms ; "^ fiiice' it tras. exhanfted* by-* a- fmgfe ' dlP c ^ a 1». 
charge, at 'the diftance of . only ten: or twelve .^, '* 
paces. Yet when 4t J>*as launched by a 'firm attff " 
fldlfurhand, th>ere wits not any caValrv that durft** 
veutare'wiftrin its leaeh, aor any 4hield* or cot^let^ 
that could 'foftjdft itte mif>emofity of *kf) we%hV« 
As foon as the Roman had* darted his pilain,)[^ 
drew his fwordy and ruflied- forwards to clofe 
Vfith the enfeiny. '• His fwdrfl wasf a (hort wd^ 
tempered SpaniQi ftiade, tbdit carried a douMe 
edge, and was afite'fuited to 'the purp6fe of ftwlc^ 
mg or of pirihirigf ; but the foldier was always 
inftrufted to prrfirX^hf latter tife of his we^ipon, 
as his own body ^emdined lefs expdfed, wftilft . 
he ittfiifted a in6re 'dHngerous* wound' on his ad- 
verfary *'. •^''^iTie. legion was ^ ulTualiy ^ drawn * uji 
eight deep; and the regular ^iftance of three feet 
was Yeft between the files as^ well as ranks**! 
A body of tirpops . habitiiatad ' tp preferve this 
open order, in a'long^front ^nd a rapid charge, 
found ihemfclves prepared to* ^jfecute every .difl 
pofition which the circumftances'of war, or the 
(kill of their leader, might fuggeft. The fdl- 
dier poflefTed a free fpace for his arms and mo- 
tions, and fiiffjcient intervals were allowed, 
through which* feafonabie reinforcements might 
be introduced to the relief of th^ exhaufted com* 
batants^^ The tadics of the Greeks and Ma* 

4$ For t|ie iegioiiary arms, ice Li^fiut de M^liiii Romaiiai U.iii. 

c. »-7. ^ . «...'. 

4^ Sec the beautiful qoiDparifoii of Virgi), Georgic* it. v. t79* 
47 M. Guicharii, Mcinoires Militaiicsy torn. i. c. 4. and Nou* 

veaux Memoirei, torn. t. p. 29^— ^ti« h^ treated cbc iubjc^ like a 

icfaolar and an officer. ' 

C 3 «§iE^oogle 
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cedonlans were formed on very different principIeSf 
Jhe ftrength of th^ phalanx depended on fixteen 
r^ks of long pik^, wedged together in the clofeft 
array *% But it was foon difcpvered by reflecr 
Uon, a$ well as li>y th^ events th^t the ftrength 
of the ph^lan^ was upable to (X^fxtead with the 
adtivity of the legion *^ 
Cavftiry. The cavalry, without which the force of th# 
legion would h^ve reinaine4 impierfe£t» was di? 
vided inip ten troc^s or fquadrpns} the firft, as 
the companioii of the fird cohort, ponfifted of 
^ hundred and thirty-twp men j whilft each of 
the other nine amounted oidy to fixty-fix* The 
^ntire edabliOii^ent formed ^ regimen^, if we 
may ufe the modern expreflion, of feven hundred 
and twenty-fi2^ hprfe^ naturally conne£led witi) 
its refpeftive legioii, but p^cafiqiiaUy feparated 
to adl in the {iqe, 9n4 tp comppfe a part of th^ 
wings of the army '*. The cavalry of the emr 
perors was no lopger cotppofed^ like that of the 
ancient republic, of the nobleft youths of Rome 
and Italy, who, by perforniing their military fer- 
vice on horfeback, prepared themielves for the 
offices of fenator and conful j and foHcited, by 
deeds of valour^ the fpture fuffrag^s of their 
countrymen ''• Since the alteratiqn of n^anners 

" 4« See Arnan^s Ta6(ict. With the Irire partiality of a Greek, 
Arrian rather cbof« t<^ileisnl)C th« pbalafix* of ^hich he had readi 
than the legions which be had commanded. 

49 Polyb. 1. xviij 
• JO Veget. de Re Militari, 1. ii. c. 6. His positive tt ffimony, which 
might be Aipftorted )>y circumftantial evidence, ought lurely to 
iilenee thofe critici who refufe the Imperiar legion its proper body of 
civalry. 

f» See Livy almp!l ihn>ughout| partjcuiarly xlil. 6r, 
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and gOTemment, the moft wealthy of the eque(* chap* 
tfian order were engaged in the adminiftration i« 
of juftice, and of the revenue '* ; and whenever ^^'""^ 
they embraced the profefiion of arms^ they were 
immediately imrufted with a troop of horfe, or a 
cohort of foot". Trajan and Hadrian formed 
their eava}ry from the fsmie provinces, and the 
£une dais of their fubjedls, which recruited th« 
ranks of the legion. The horfes were bred, for 
the moft part, in Spain or Cappadocia. The 
Roman troopers defpifed the complete armour 
with which the cavalry of the I)afl: was enpum^ 
bered^ Their more ufeful arms confided in a hei« 
met, an oblong fhield, light boots, and a coat of 
mail. A javelin, and a long broad-fword, wer^ 
their principal weapons of offence. This ufe of 
lances and of iron maces they feem to have bor^ 
rowed from the barbarians '^ 

The fafety and honour of tb^e empire were prin^ Auxilift- 
cipally intruded to the legions, but the policy of '^'*'* 
Rome condefceaded to adopt every ufeful iuftru- 
ment of war. Conilderable levies were regularly 
made among the provincials, who had not ye( 
deferved the honourable diftin^bu of l^omans. 
Many dependant princes and communities difr 
perfed round the frontiers, were permitted, for 
a while, to hold their freedom and fecurity by the 

5* Plin- Hift. Niltur. xxxlii. a. The true fcnfc of that very cu- 
rious paiHige was £rft di (covered and illullrated by M. dc Beaufort, 
Republtque Romaine, l« ii. c. a. 

SI As ID the tnftance of Horace and Agricola. This appears to 
have been a defr£^ in the Roman difcipline { which Hadrian endea. 
Toured to remedy» by afcertaining the legal age of a tribune. 

H Se^ Anian'sTaaics. 
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tenure of military fervice". Even felcft troopi 
of hoftile barbarians were frequently compelled 
or perfuaded to confame th^ir dangerous valour 
in remote climates, and for the benefit of the 
ftate *% All thefe were included under the ge* 
neral name of auxiliaries; and howfoever they 
might vary according to the difference of timei 
and circumAances, their numbers \rere feldom 
much inferior to thofe of • the legions them- 
felves ^^ Among the auxiliaries, the braveft and 
mod faithful bands were placed under the com- 
iftatid of praefe€ls and centurion^, and feverely 
trained in the arts of Roman difcipline ; but the 
far greater part retained thofe arms, to which the 
nature of their country, or their early habits of 
life, more peculiarly adapted them. By this in* 
flfitution, each legion,- to whom a certain propor* 
tion of auxiliaries was allotted, contained within 
itfelf every fpecies of lighter trobps, and of mif- 
file weapons j and was capable of encountering 
every nation, with the advantages of its refpec* 
Artilieiy, tJve arms and difcipline". Nor was the legion 
deftitute of what, in modern language, would be 
flyled a train 6f attiHery. It confifted in ten 
military engines of the largeft, and fifty- five of 

ss Such in particular vai ibp A^ite of the Batavians. Tacit. Ger- 
ir.anin, c. 29, 

5^ Maicws Antoninus obliged the vanquiihed Qnadi :ind Marco* 
nn;viini to fuppiy him wiib a brge body of troops, which he imme. 
diately Tent into Biitain. Dion CafTiuitj 1. Uxi. 

57 Tacit. Annal. iv. 5. Thole who fix a rrgnlar pioportion of as 
, many foot, and twice as many hoife, confound the auxiliaries of the 

emperors, with the Italian allies of the republic. 

5^ Vegetiusy ii« «, Arriani id hi$ order of march and battU 
Ugainft ih« Alani, 

a fmaller 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE «; 

a fmalkr iize ; but all of vt^hkhy ehrher ia an ch a,V4 
oblique or hoTizontal manner, ctifcharged ftones ^« 
and darts with kreiiftible violence ^\ 

The camp of a Roman legibn pt^ented the Encmmp* 
appearance of a fortified city ^''. As foon as the ^^'^^" 
^ce was marked out, the pioneers cansfiilly le* 
vcUod the grpund, and removed every impedii 
ment that might interrupt its perfed regularity^ 
Its form was an exact quadrangle ; and we may 
calculate, that a fquare of about feven hundred 
yards viras fuflkient for the encampment of, twenty 
ihoufand Romans; though a fimzlar number of 
our own troops would expofe to the enemy a 
front of mote than treble that extent. In the 
midft of the camp, the prsetorium, or geDeral's 
quarters, rofe above the others ; the cavalry, tho 
Mmtry^ and the auxiliaries, occupied their re^ 
fpe£kive ftations ; the (Ireets were broad, and per« 
feftly ftra^ht, and a vacant fpace of two hundred 
feet was left on all fides, between the tents and 
the rampart. The rampart itfdf was ufually 
twelve feet high, armed with a line of ftrong and 

19 Tfce fubiea of tbf anficnt machines it treated with great know-i 
ledge and ingenuity by ihc Chevalier Folaid (Polybc, torn. ii. p. »3J 
—190.). He prefer* them ii» many rcfpefls to our niodertt cannon 
and mortars. Wc may obfetvt, iliat the u(b of tllem in the fiekd 
gradually became more prevalent, in pi ©portion as perfonal valour 
«kI military ikiU declined with the Roman empire. When men 
were no longer found, their place was fuppUed by machines. See 
Vegetiosy ii. a5. Arrian. 

^ Vegetiits liniihes his lecond book, and the defcrlption of the 
legion, with the >ol)owing emphatic words s *' Univerfa quae in 
•* quoque belli genere iieccffaria efle creduntur, fecum legio debet 
*' ubique pQrtare, ut in quovit loco fistcrit ctftrSi armatam faciat 
w civitateai.'' 

mtricatc 
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ttf TltE DECLINE AND FALL 

eH\T^ bitrieate pati&des, and defended by a ditch of 
I* twelve feet in depth as well as in breadth, Thig 

^'^^'^*~' important labour was performed by the hands of 
the legionaries themfelves ; to whom the ufe of 
the fpade and the pick-axe was no lefs fiimiliar 
than that of the fword or piJum. Adlve valour 
may often be the prefent of nature ; but fuch pa« 
tient diligence can be the fruit only of habit and 
<lileipline ^*. 

Mafcli. Whenever the trumpet gave the fignal of de^ 

parture, the camp was atmoft inftantly broke up, 
and the troops fell into their ranks without delay 
CT confufion. Befides their arms, which the le- 
gionaries fcarcely c<»if]dered as an incumbrance^ 
they were laden with their kitchen furniture, tha 
inftruments of fortification, and the provifion of 
many days ^\ Under this weight, which would 
oppreft the delicacy of a modem foldier, they 
were trained by a regular ftep to advance, in 
about fix hours, near twenty miles ^^. On the 
appearance of an enemy, they threw afide their ^ 
baggage, and by eafy and rapid evolutions con* 
verted the column of march into an order of bat- 
tle **. The flingers and archers Ikirmilhed in the 
front; the auxiliaries formed the firft line, and 
were feconded or fuftained by the ftrength of the 

61 For the Roman (^aftremetation, fee PoiybiuSf K vi. with Li^i. 
fiosdc Militii Rom^na, jokpkp ^^ Hell, Jud. 1. iii. c. g. VegcliusJ. 
%i«— 15, iii. 9. and .Memoiret de Guichard. toip. i, c. i. 

«» Cicero in Tufculan, ii. 37.— Jofcph, de Bell. Jud, 1. iii. 5. 
Frpntintif, iv. i. 

6| Vegvtiusy i, 9^ See Memoires de TAca^einie des Inrcriptiont^ 
torn. xxT. p. 1S7. 

^4 See thofe evoluflont admirably well explained by M. Quichan{, 
Honveiux M^moiresy totp. i, p. 14.1— 13^. 
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legions: the cavalry covered the flanks, and the etf-At** 
military engines were placed in the rear. u 

Such were the arts of war, by which the Ro# ^^^Xer^ 
man emperors defended their es^tenlive conquefts; snd di(M. 
and preferved a milicary fpirit, at a time when fegtpo^^ 
every other virtue was oppreffed by luxury and 
defpotifm. If, in the conflderation of their ar«- 
mies, we pals from their difcipline to their num« 
bers, we fhall not find it eafy to define them with 
any tolerable accuracy. We may compute, how- 
ever, that the legion, which was itfelf a body of fi< 
tboufand eight hundred and thirty-one Romans, 
might, with its attendant auxiliaries, amount to 
about twelve thoufand five hundred men. The 
peace eftab}i(hment of Hadrian and his fucceflbrs 
was compofed of no lefs than thirty of thefe for** 
midable brigades; and moft probably formed a 
(landing force of three hundred and feventy-fiVQ 
thouiand men. Inf^ead of being confined within 
the walls of forti5ed cities, which the Romans 
conlidered as the refuge of weaknefs or puHUani- 
mity, the legions were encamped pn the banks 
of the great rivers, and along tl^ frontiers of the 
barbarians. As their ftations, for the moft part, 
remdnied frt^ed and permanent, we may venture 
to defcribe the dift^ibption of the troops. Three 
legions were fufEcient for {Britain. The principal 
(Irength lay upon the Rhine arid Panube, and 
confided of fixteen legions, in the following pro- 
portions : two in the Lower, and three in the 
Upper Qermany ; oi^e in Rhaetia, one in Nori- 
cmn, four iA Psuufonia, three in il/Isefia, and two 
in Dacia. The defuse of the Euphrates was 

* entruiled 
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entrufted to eight legions, fix of ifirhbift ^C^ere 
planted in Syria, and the other two in Cappa*^ 
docia. ' iVith regard to Egypt,' Africa, and 
Spain, as' they were far remoyed from any im-- 
portant fcene of war, a fingle legion maintained 
the domeftic tranquillity of each of thofe great 
provinces. Even Italy was not' left deftitute.of 
a military force. Above twenty thoufand chofen' 
foldiers, diftinguiftied by the titles of City Co- 
horts and Prastoriah Guards, watched over the 
ftfety of the monarch and the capital. As the' 
authors of almoft every revolution that dtftrafted' 
t*fe empire, the Praetorians will, very fobn, antF 
v^ry loudly, demand our attention ; but iti the?r 
arms and inftitutibris we cannot find* any circum-A 
ftance which difcriminatcd them from the legions,' 
iftilefs it were a more fplendid appearance, and 
i lefs rigid difcipline **• -^ • • ».. 

Nai^y. The navy maintained by the emperors might' 

feem inadequate to their greatnefs ; but it vrzi 
ftrlly fufficient for every ufeful purpofe of govern^ 
ment. The anftition of the' Romans was con- 
fined to the land } nor was that^^varKke people 
ever aftuated by the cnterprrfing fprrit which ' had 
prompted the navigators of Tyre, of Carthage, 
and even of Marfeillcs, to enlarge the bounds of 
the world, and to explore the mod remote coafts 
of the ocfeim. To the Romans the ocean remained 

^5 Tacitut (Anaft}^.iv. ^.) has given usa itaid o£ the itgbos 

under Tiberius : and Dion C^iili^s (i. lv< p« 744*) under Alexander 
8everus. I have encleavoured to fix on the proper medium betv^een 
tbefe' two periods* Ike likewife LipTiiis de Mligiiitudtae Rofaiank, 

an 
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an objcft of terror rather thstn of cttri(>rity ^ i c H a F. 
the whole extent of the MedicerraneaD, after the i- 
deftruflioix of Carthage, and the extirpation of 
the piraces, was included within their provinces* 
The policy of the emperors was direded only to 
preferve the' peaceful dominion of that fea, and 
to proted the commerce of their fubjefts. With 
ibefe moderate views, Auguftus Rationed two 
permanent fleets in the mo(l convenient ports of 
Italy, the one at Ravenna on the Adriatic, the 
other at Mif^num in the bay of Naples. Ex- 
perience feems at length to have convinced the 
ancients, that as foon as their gallies exceeded 
two, or at the moft three ranks of oars, they were 
fuited rather for vain pomp than for real fervice. 
Auguftus himfelf, in the vidory of Adium, had 
feen the fuperiority of his own light frigates (they 
were called libumians) over the lofty but un- 
wieldy caftles of his rival*'. Of thefe Libur* 
nians he compofed the two fleets of Ravenna and 
Mifenum, deftined to command, the one the 
eaftem, the other the wellern divifion of the Me* 
diterranean ; and to each of the fquadrons he 
attached a body of feveral thouiand mariners. Be- 
fides thefe two ports, which may be confidered as 
the principal feats of the Roman navy, a very 
confiderable force was Rationed at Frejus, on the 
icoaft of Provence, and the Euxine was guarded 

•* The Romans tried to dirgoife, by the pretence of religious awe, 
AttrivnoraBde .ami terror. SeeTdch. Germania, c, 34. 

*7 Plutarch, in Marc. Anton. And yet, if we may credit Gro- 
ins, ^itfe ttionftraue caftk s were no more cfaan ten fett above the 
water, ?l. i^. 
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CHAP, by forty QtlpSj and three thotifand fdidiers.- Td 

I* all thcfe v^c add the fleet which preferved the 

communicatiofn between Gaul and Britain, and a 

great number 6f Teflels conftamly maintained <Mi 

the Rhine and Danube, to harafs the totmtry, 

or to inter(^ept the paflage of the barbarians ^\ 

If we review this general ftate of the Imperial 

forces ; of the cavalr}' as well as infantry } of the 

legions^ the auxiliaries, th^ guards, and the navy i 

the moft liberal comptitation will not allow nt 

Amoimt to fix the entire eftablilhment by fea and by hnd 

whole eih- at more than four hundred and fifty thoufand 

bijflnncnr. nieu J a military powef^ which, however formic 

dable it may feem, Was equalled by a monarch of 

the laft century, whofe kingdom was confined 

within a fingle province of the Romaft empire ^. 

View of We have attempted to explain the fpirit which 

\\lmlf moderated, and the ftrength which fupported, the 

theRo*^ power of Hadrian and the Antonines. We fliatl 

pirc. now endeavour, with clearnefs and precifion, t6 

defcribe the provinces once united under theit 

fway, but at prefent divided into fo many rade- 

pendent and hoftile ftates. 

Sfttin. Spain, the weftern extremity of the empire^ 

of Europe, and of the ancient worlds has, in 

every age, invariably preferved the fame natural 

limits; the Pyrenasan mountains, the Meditef* 

ranean, and the Atlantic Ocean. That great 

peninfula, at prefent fo unequally divided be-> 

^^ See Lipfius, de Magnitud. Rom. I. i. c. 5. Tbe fixtcen U§t 
chapters of Vegetius reUte to na?al affairs. 

^ Voltaire, Siecle de Lotiis XIV. c. i<^ It mtift^ howe?er| bt 
rcisertibered, that France ftiU feels that extraordinary effort. 

tween 
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iveen two foverdgns, wa$ diftributed by Aii- chaf^ 
giiftus into three provinces^ Lufitania, Bfttica, <• 
and Tarraconenfis. The kingdom of Portugal ^^'~*'" 
now fills the place of the warlike country of the 
Luficanians ; and the k>f$ fuftaiaed by the for«> 
mer, on the fide of the Eaft, is compenfated by 
an accefiion of territory towards the North. The 
confines of Grenada and Andolufia correfpond 
with thofe of ancient Bs&tica. The remainder 
of Spain, Gallicia and the Adurias, Bifcay and 
Navarre, Leon and the two Caftilles, Murcia^ 
Valencia, Catalonia, and Arragon, all contrl^ 
buted to form the third and mod confiderable of 
the Roman governments, which, from the name 
of its capital) was ftyled the province of Tar« 
ragona'^ Of the native barbarians, the Ceiti* 
berians were the mod powerful, as the Canta* 
brians and Afturians proved the mod obdinate. 
Confident in the drength of their mountains, they 
were the lad who fubmitted to the arms of Rome, 
and the firft who threw off the yoke of the Arabs. 

Ancient Gaul, as it contained the whole coun- Oaui. 
try between the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine, 
and the Ocean, was of greater extent than mo- 
dem France. To the dominions of that power- 
ful monarchy, with its recent acquifitions of Al- 
face and Lorraine, we mud add the duchy of 

7* See Stnbo, 1. ii. It is natund enoiifih to fvtppoCtf that Arrsi- 
gOD it fieri ved from Tarniconenris> and feveial moderns who have 
written in LatiOy ufc thofe words at fynonymoun. Ir is however 
cenaiDy that the ArragoOy a Iktle ftrcam which falls from the Py- 
RiMes into the Ebro^ firft gave its name to a country, and gradually 
to a kingdom. $ce d*AATille» Geographie dir Moyen Age, p, i Si, 

Savoy, 
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CHA.P. Savoy, the cantons of Switzerland, the four elec- 
^ torates of the Rhine, and the territories of Lie^e^ 
Luxemburgh, Hainault, Flanders, and Brabant« 
When Auguftus gave laws to the conquefts of 
his father, he introduced a divifion of Gaul 
equally adapted to the progrcfs of the legions, 
to the courfe of the rivers, and to the principal 
national diftindions, which had .comprehended 
above an hundred independent ftates'\ The 
fea-coaft of the Mediterranean, Languedoc, Pro- 
vence, and Dauphine, received their provincial 
appellation from the colony of Narbonne. The 
government of Aquitainc was extended from the 
Pyrenees to the Loire. The country between 
the Loire and the Seine was ftyled the Celtic 
Gaul, and foon borrowed a new denomination 
fr<Mn the celebrated colony of Lugdunum, or 
Lyons, The Belgic lay beyond the Seine, and 
in more ancient times had been bounded only 
by the Rhine ; but a little before the age of Cat* 
far, the Germans, abufing their fuperiority of 
valour, had occupied a confiderable portion of 
the Belgic territory. The Roman conquerors 
very eagerly embraced fo flattering a circttoi* 
fiance, and the Gallic frontier of the Rhine, from 
Bafil to Leyden, received the pompous names of 
the Upper and the Lower Germany'*. Such, 
under the reign of the Antonines, were the fix 

7> One hundred and fifteen cities appear tn the Kotttia of Gaul } 
and it is we)l known that this appellation was applied not onlj to 
the capital town, but to the whole terricorj of each ftatt. But Plo'- 
tarch and Appiaji incrcaCe the nuinbor of tribes to three or four hun-* 
drcd. 

7» D'Aoville. Notice de rAucienae Gaule, 
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Jiravinces of Gaul; the NarbonneTe, Ac^oitaifi,- chap« 
the Celdcy or Lyonnefe, the Belgic, and the two i« 
Germames. v-i**v-«^ 

We havi already had bccafion to mention the Bntaun« 
conqueft of Britain, and to fix the boundary of 
the Roman province in this iiland. It compre-* 
bended aU England, Wales, and the Lowlands of 
Sootland, as far as the Friths of Dunbarton and 
Edinburgh. Before Britain loft her freedom^ the 
country was irregularly divided between thirty 
tribes of barbarians, of whom the moft confider« 
able were the Belgae in the Weft, the Brigantes 
in the North, the Silures in South Wales, and 
the Iceni in Norfolk and Suffolk ^^ As far as 
we can either trace or credit the reremblabce o( 
manners and language, Spain, Gaul, and Britain 
vesre peopled by the fame hardy race of bvages. 
Before they yielded to the Roman arms, they 
often difpnted the field, and often renewed the 
conteft« After their fubmiflion, they conftitnted 
the weftem divifion of the European provinces, 
which extended from the columns of Hercules to 
the wail of Antoninus, and from the mouth o£ 
the Tagus to the fourcea of the Rhine and Da^' 
nube.. • . . 1 

Before the Roman congueft, the country whidt luly* 
is now called Lombardy, was not coniidered as 
a part of Italy, It had been occupied by a pow- 
crful colony of Gauls, who, fettling themfelve* 
along the banks of the Po, from Piedmont to 
Romagna, carried their arms and diffufed their 
name from the Alps to the Apennine. The 



71 Whitakei's Hiftory of Manchefteri vol. i. c. 3. 
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t4gtttiaaB dwelt oil the rocky coftft, whidi fi0W 
forms the republic of Genoa^ Venice wtt yet 
unborn: but the territories of that fttte which 
lie to the eall of the Adige, were inhaUted by 
the Venetians ^\ The middle part of the peo- 
infiUa that now compotes the dutchy of Tufcany 
and the ecdefiaftical ftate, wsa the andem feat 
of die Etnifcans and Umbrians ; to the fbrsMr 
of whom Italy wal indd>ted for the firft rudi* 
menrt of dvilized fife". The T|ber roUed at 
the foot of die ferea hills d Rom^ and the 
country of the Sabines^ the Latins^ and the Volfici» 
from that riyer to the frontiers of Nq>les» was 
die theatre of her infant Tidories. On that ce» 
kbrated gromid die 6rft coafuls deferved tri* 
mi^ihSs ^ttA fucccflbrs adorned villas^ and l&isr 
poftetity hare ere£ted convents ^« Capua and 
Campania poffe&d the immeditte teiritory of 
Ka4>les} and the reft of the kibgdom was inhabited 
by many warlike natbns, the Marfi, the Sam- 
niiesy the Aptdians^ and die Lucanians; and die 
lisa-coafti had beea coyeied by the louriflung 
colonies of the Greeks. We may remark, that 
when Auguftus divided Italy into eleven tegions^ 
die little province of Iftria was annexed to diat 
feat of Roman foverdgnty ' ^ 

74 The Italian Veneti, thoogh ofcan confotinded vitli theGwiItp 
were more probably of Illyrian origin. See M. Preret^ Memoire* ck 
l^Academte des InfcrfptionSy torn, xrm, 
.74 See M»tifei Verona illailram^ K u 

. 76 The fifft contraft was obfenred by the ancientf • See Flom^ 
J. II. Thefccond muft ftrikc every modern traTeller, 

77 Pliny (Hfft, Nator. U in.) Mlows the divifiM of laly hf 
Augoftui* 

The 
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Hie Eurq>ean provinces of Rom^ were pro- c H ▲ »• 
teCted by the courfe of the Rhine and the Danube. <• 
The latter of thofci mighty ftreains, which rifes TheBt- 
at the diftance of only thirty miles from the »tt^«nd 
fermer, iows above thirteen hundred miles^ fior bS^. 
the moft part to the Ibuth-eaft^ collects the tribute 
cf &cty navigable rivers, and is at length, through 
fix mouths, received into the Euzine, which ap- 
pears fcarcdy equal to fuch an acceffion of 
craters '^ The provinces of the Danube foon 
acquired the general appellation of lUyricujp, or 
die niyrian frontier ?% and were efteemed die moft 
wafflike of the empire ; but they deferve to be 
more particularly confidered under the names 
of Rhsetia, Noricum, Ptonoma, Daimada, Dacia, 
Mefia, Thnu^, Macedonia, and Greece. 

The province of Rhactia, which foon exdn- Rhmi^ 
guifhed the name of the Vindelicians, extended 
from the fummit of the Alps to the banks of the 
Danube; from its fource, as far as its conflux 
with the Inn. The greateft part of the flat 
country is fubjed to the ele&or of Bavaria ; the 
dty of Augfburgh is protected by the conftitution 
of the (jerman empire ; the Grifons are fafe in 
their mountains, and the country of Tirol is 
ranked among the numerous provinces of .the 
faoufe of Auftria. 

The wide extent of territory which is included Noricvm 
between the Inn, the Danube, and the Save; ^jj^' 

)t Toomeforty Voyvgts en Grice et Afie Mineurcy lettre zviii. 

79 The name etf Illyrtcttin originally belonged to the (en-conft of 
jfteJEMriaticy and waa gradually extended by tbe Romans from. the 
A^ tj».UK ^u^pc $ea« Ut Serr^cini Panaopiaj 1. L c« s* 

D 2 Auftria, 
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Auftria, Styria, Carinthia, Camiola, the Lower 

Hungary, and Sclavonia, was known to the an- 

cients utlder the names of Noricum and Panno- 

' nia. In their original flate of independence, 

their fierce inhabitants were intimately connected. 

Under the Roman government they were fre- 

^ quently united, and they ftill remain the patrimony 

of a fingle family. They now contain the refidencc 

of a German prince, who ftiles himfelf Emperor 

of the Romans, and form the centre, as well as 

•ftrength, of the Auftrian power. It may not 

be improper to obferve, that if we except Bohemia, 

Moravia, the northern fldrts of Auftria, and a 

part of Hungary between the Teyfs and the 

Danube, all the other dominions of the houfe of 

Auftria were comprifed within the limits of the 

Roman empire. 

Daimatia. Dalmatia, to which the name of Illyricum more 

properly belonged, was a long, but narrow trad, 

between the Save and the Adriatic. The bed 

part of the fea-coaft, which ftill retains its ancient 

appellation, is a province of the Venetian ftate, 

and the feat of the little republic of Ragufa. The 

inland parts have aflfumed the Sclavonian names of 

, Croatia and Bofnia j the former obeys an Auftrian 

governor, the latter a Turkilh pafha ; biit the whole 

country is ftill infefted by tribes of barbarians, 

whofe favage independence irregularly marks the 

doubtful limit of the Chriftian and Mahometan 

power '^^ 

After 

'^ A Venetian travel I er, the Abbate Fonts, has !ately given ut 
fome account of thofe very obfcurt countries. - But the geography and 

antiquities 
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•After the- Danube had received the waters of c h a p. 
the Teyfs and the Save, it acquired, at leaft, !• 
among the Greeks, the name 'of Ifter ". It for- J^77a"*^ 
merly divided Masfia and Dacia, the latter of Dacia. 
which, as we have already feen, was a conque(i 
of Trajan, and the only province beyond the 
liver. If we enquire into the prefent ft^e of 
thofe countries, we fhall find that, on the left 
hand of the Danube, Tetnefwar and Tranfylvania 
have been annexed, after many revolutions, to 
the crown of Hungary; whilft the principalities 
of Moldavia and Walachia acknowledge the fu- 
premacy of the Ottoman Porte. On the right • • 

hand of the Danube, Maefia, which, during the 
middle ages, was broken into the barbarian king, 
doms of Servia and Bulgaria, is again united in 
Turkifli flavery. 

The appellation of Roumelia, whi^h is ftill Thrace, 
beftowed by the Turks on the extenfive countries ^^^^'^' 
of Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece, preferves the Greece 
memory of their ancient ftate under the Roman 
empire. In the time of the Antonines, the mar- 
tial regions of Thrace, from the mountains of 
Haemus and Rhodope, to the Bofphorus and the 
Hellefpont, had affumed the form of a province. 
Notwithftanding the change of mafleis and of 
religion, the new city of Rome, founded by 
Conftantine on the banks of the Bofphorus, ha& 
ever fmce remained the capital of a great mo- 
narchy. The kingdom of Macedonia, which, 

antiquities of thc^weliirn lllyric\im cau be expt^ed only from tU« 
munificence of the emj^tior, its foveieign. 

'* The Save rifes near the confines of Ifin'a, and was confidered by 
the more early GreeM as tl^e principal (Ireiin of the Danube. 

D 3 und^r 
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c R A ^. tiiider tllfe teign of Alexander gate laws td Afia, 
i* cieriTed more folid adrantages from the poHcy 

''^'^^ of the two Philips ; and with its dependencies of 
Epirus and llieflaly, extended from the iEgean 
to the Ionian fea# When we teie€t on the fiime 
of Thebes and Argos, of Sparta and Athens^ Wt 
can fcarcely perfuade ourfeives, that fo maily 
Immortal republics of ancient Greece weni loft in a 
fingle provmce of the Ronian etbpire, which, from 
the fuperior influence of the Achaean league, li^as 
ufually denominated the province of Achaia. 

AfiaMi. Such was the (late of Europe under the RomaA 
emperor^* The provinces of Afia, without ex« 
cepting the tranfient conquefts of Trajto, are ait 
comprehended within the litnits Of the Turkiflk 
power. But, inftead of following the tltbitrir^ 
divifions of defpotifm and ignorance, it will be 
fafer for us, as well as more agreeable, to oblerve 
the indelible chara&ers of nature. The name of 
Aiia Minor is attributed with fome propriety t6 
the peninfula, which, confined betwixt the Eu^* 
ine and the Mediterranean, advances from the 
Euphrates towards Europe. The moft tetenfivd 
and flourifhing diftridt, weftward of mount Tan* 
rus and the river Halys, Was dignified by tfit 
Romans with the exclufive title of Afia. The 
jurifdidion of that province extended over the 
ancient monarchies of Troy, Lydla, and I%rygi^9 
the maritime countries of the Pamphylians, Ly- 
cians, and Carians, and the Grecian colonies of 
Ionia, which equalled in arts, though not in 
arms, the glory of their parent. The kingdoms 
of Bithynia $nd Pontus poflefled the aorthem fide 

of 
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of the peninfula from Conftandnople to TreU- cha^. 
sond. On the oppofite fidci the province of i* 
Cilictt was terminated by the mountains of Syria : 
the inland country, feparated from the Romui 
AGa by die river Halys, and from Armenia by 
the Euphrates, had once formed the independent 
kingdcHn of Cappadocia. In this place we may 
oMsrve, that the northern fhores of the Eusdne, 
beyond Trebijsond in Afia, and beyond the Da« 
nube in Europe, acknowledged the foverelgnty 
of the emperors, and received at thebr hands^ 
rither tributary princes or Roman garrifons* 
Budsak, Crim Tartary, Circaflia, and MingreUa, 
are the modem ai^liations of thofe £ivage coun* 



cries •». 



Under the fucceflbrs of Alexander, Syria ws(s Syria, ^ 
the feat of the Seleucidse, who reigned over Up- Jifp^SlJ- 
per Alia, till the iucceisful revolt of the Par- tine. 
thians confined their dominions between the 
EojArates and the Mediterranean. When Syria 
became fubjeft to the Romans, it formed the 
eaftem frontier of thdr empire; nor did that 
province, in its utmofl; latitude, know any other 
bounds than the mountains of Cappadoda to the 
north, and towards the foudi, the confines of 
Elgypt, and the Red Sea* Pbcenida and Falef- 
tine were ibmetimes anne^ to, and fometimes 
feparated from, the jurifdi£lion of Syria. The 
former of th^fe was a narrow and rocky coaft; 
the latter was a territory icarcely fuperior t» 

<> See the pef^lut of Arriao. IJe examined the ccwftj of die 
Suxlse^ when he was governor of Cuppadocia* 

4 Wales, 
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CHAP. Wates^ cither in' fertility or extent. Yet Phoa- 
h nicia.and Paleiline will for ever live in the me- 
mory qf mankind:; fince America, as vtrell as 
Europe, has received letters from the one, and 
religion from the other '\ A fandy defert alike 
deftitute of wood and water fkirts along the 
doubtful confine of Syria, from the Euphrates to 
the Red Sea. The wandering life of the Arabs 
was infeparably connected with their independ- 
ence; and wherever, on fome fpots lefs b^irren 
than the reft, they ventured to form any fettled 
habitation, they foon became fubjeds* to the 
Roman empire '*. 

^KypN The geographers of antiquity have frequently 

hefitated to what portion of the globe they fhould 
afcribe Egypt **♦ By its fuuation that celebrated 
kingdom is included within the immenfe pei>- 
infula of Africa ; but it is accef&ble only on the 
fide of Afia, whofe revolutions, in almoft every 
period of hiflory,. Egypt has humbly obeyed. A 
Roman prsefeft was feated on the fplendid throne 
of the Ptolemies; and the iron fceptre of the 

•3 The progrcfs of religion is well known. The ufe of letters 
w«« introduceil among the fa^ages of Euro^ie about fifteen hundred 
^rcars before Chiiftj and the Europeans carried thtm to America 
about fifteen centuiies after the Cbiiftian era. But in a period vf 
thiee thcufand yeais, the Phcenician alphabet received confkJerable 
alteration S9 as it jtalTed through the hands of the Greeks and Ro» 

'4 Dion CadiuSf lib. Ixviii. p. 1131. 

•J Plcltmy and Str'abo, with the modern geographers, fix the Ifth- 
mus of ^wz as the boundary of Afia and Africa, Dionyfias, Mela, 
Pliny, Sailuft, hiitius, and Solinus, have preferred for that purpofe 
the weftern branch of the Nile* or even the great Catabathmus, or de* 
fcent, which lall would afTign to Alia, not onty Egypt, but part of 
Libya. 

Mama- 
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Mamaliikes ig now In the hands of a Turkish chap. 
paiha» The Nile flows dowii the country, above i« 
five hundred miles from the tropic of Cancer to 
the Mediterranean, and marks, on either fide, the 
extent of fertility by the meafure of its inunda- 
tions* Cyrene, fituate towards the w.eft, and along 
the fea-coaft, was firft a Greek colony, afterwards 
a province of Egypt, and is now loft in the defert 
of Barca. 

From Cyrene to the ocean, the coaft of Africa Africa, 
extends above fifteen . hundred miles ; yet fo 
clofely is it prefled between the Mediterranean 
and the Sahara, or landy defert, that its breadth 
feldom- exceeds fourfcore or an hundred miles* 
The eaftern divifion was confidered by the Ro^ 
.mans as the more peculiar and. proper province 
of Africa. Till the arrival of the Phoenician 
colonies^ that fertile country was inhabited by the 
Xiby^ns, the moft -favage * of mankind. Under . . 
the immediate jurifdiftion of Carthage, it be- 
came, the center of commerce and empire; 
but the republic of Carthage is now degenerated 
into the feeble a.nd diforderly ftates of Tripoli 
and' Tunis, The military government of Algiers 
opprefles the wide extent of Numidia, as it was 
once ' united under MafliniiTa and Jugurtha : but 
in the time of Auguftus, the limits of Numidia 
were contraded j and, at leaft, two thirds of the 
country acquiefced in the name of Mauritania, 
with the epithet of Caefaricnfis. The genuine 
Mauritania, or country of the Moors, which, 
fix>m the ancient city of Tingi, or Tangier, 
8 was 
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c H X P* .was cEfUngaiihed by the appellation of Itn- 

I* gitana, is reprefented by the modern kingdom. 

^~^'"*^ of Fez. Salli, on the ocean, fo infamous at 

prefent for its piratical depredations, was noticed 

by the Romans, as the extreme objeft of their 

power, and almoft of their geography. A citj 

of their foundation may ftill be difcovered near 

Mequinez, the refidence of the barbarian whom 

we condefcend to ftyle the emperor of Mo* 

rocco; but it does not appear, that his more 

fouthern dommions, Morocco itfeif» and Segel- 

mefla, were ever comprehended within the Ro- 

^ man province. The weftem parts of Africa are 

interfeded by the branches of mount Atlas, a 

name fo idly cdebrated by the fancy of poets ^ ; 

but which is now diffufed over the tmmenfe 

ocean that rolls between die ancient and the new 

, continent *\ 

The Me. Having now fidihed lite circuit of the Roman 

iaitf^ith ^^P*^^* ^"^ ^2iy obferve that Africa is tEvided 

its iiiands. Irom Spain by a narrow (trait of about twdvo 

jniles^ through which the Atlantic flows into the 

Mediterranean. The columns of Hercules, fo 

famous among the ancients, were two mountains 

M Tke long rang^ notfenie lidglit, md gentle declivity of 
aoomu Atks (fee ShvtTt Tnvels, p. |.) ju:e wy unlike s folitary 
moanuin which rears its head into the doods, and feemt to fopport 
the heavtnt. The peak of l>nerilF, on Ae contrarjr^ rilet a leagvtt 
•nd a half above the fiuiicc of die fen^ and ae it vot freqoemly W^ 
iited by the Phoefticiant, might engafps the notice of the Givck foeta* 
See Biiflbn, Hiftoin Naturelie, torn. i. p. )»• Hiftoife det Vo/« 
ogtt, torn* ii. 

«7 M. de Vohairet «»su xir. p. i«r. no^prnted hf chlMr Mk 
«r|irobabiIilj» hat gencrouily bcftowed the Cinaiy iflanda on the 
Roman empire, 

whidi 
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irhich fSsemed to hare been torn afimder by fome c r a f. 
conTulfion of the dements ; and at the foot of h 
die European mountain, the fortreCi of Gibral- 
tar is now feated. The tirhole extent of the Me- 
diterranean Sea, itg coafts, and its ifladds, were 
comprifed within the Roman dominion. Of the 
hrger iflands, the two Baleares, which derive 
their name of Majorca and Minorca from their 
ftfpefUve fize, are fubjed: at prefent, the fdrmer 
to Spain, the latter to Great Britain. Il is eafier 
to deplore the htt^ than to defcribe the adual 
condition of Corfica. Two Italian fovereigns 
affame a regal title from Sardinia and Sicily^ 
Crete, or Candia, with Cyprus, and moft of the 
Imaller iflands of Greece and Afia, have been 
fubdued by the Turkiih arms; whtlft the little 
rock of Malta defies their power, and has emerged^ 
under the government of its military Order, into 
£ime and opulence. 

This long enumeration of provinces, whofe Gtnti^r 
broken fragments have formed fo many power- Ronwn*^ 
fill kingdoms, might almoft induce us to forgive tm^vn. 
the vanity or ignorance of the ancients. Daz- 
zled with the extenfive fway, the irrefiftible 
ftrength, and the real or affe&ed moderation of 
die emperors, they permitted themfelves to de- 
fpife, and fometimes to forget, the outlying coun- 
tries which had been left in the enjoyment of a 
barbarous independence; and they gradually 
ufurped tbe licence of confounding the Roman 
monarchy with the globe of the earth "• But the 

s* Bcrgier, Hift, des Grands 'Chemins, U iiu c* if s^ 3} 4* * ▼<rf 
vfefnl Colleton* 

temper^ 
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temper, as well as knowledge,* of a modem hiCt 
torian, require a more fober and accurate language. 
He may imprefs a jufter image of the greatnefs of 
Rome, by obferving that the empire was above 
two thoufand miles in breadth, * from the wall of 
Antoninus and the northern limits of Dacia, to 
mount Atlas and the tropic of Cancer ; that it ex- 
tended, in length, more than three thoufand miles 
from the Weftern Ocean to the Euphrates ; that it 
was fituated in the fined part of tlie Temperate 
Zone, between the twenty-fourth and fifty-fixth 
degrees of northern latitude ; and that it was fup- 
pofed to contain above fixtecn hundred thoufand 
iquare miles, for tlie moft part of fertile and w^ell 
cultivated land \ 

«» See Templcman'8 Survey of the Globe ; but I dilhuft both the 
PoAorU learning and his maps. 
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C H A R II. 

Of the Union and internal Profperity of the Roman 
Empire J in the Age of the Antonines. 

IT is not alone by the rapidity, or extent of chap. 
^ conqueft, that we fhould eftimate the great- 11. 
nefs of Rome. The fovereign of the Ruffian ^^PJ*' 
deferts commands a larger portion of the globe; of govern- 
In the feventh fummer after his paflage of the "'^"*' 
Hellefpont, Alexander erefted the Macedonian 
trophies on the banks of the Hyphafis '. Within 
lefs than a century, the irrefiftible Zingis, and 
the Mogul princes of his race, fpread their cruel 
devaftations and tranfient empire, from the fea 
of China, to the confines of Egypt and Germany *• 
But the firm edifice of Roman power was raifed 
and preferved by the wifdotn of ages. The obe- 
dient provinces of Trajan and the Antonines 
were united by lawSj and adorned by arts. They 
might occafionally fuffer from the partial abufe 
of delegated authority ; but the general principle 
of government was wife, fimple, and beneficent* 
They enjoyed the religion of their anceftors, 
whilft in civil honours and advantages they were 
exalted, by juft degrees, to an equality with their 
conquerors. 

< Tbey were erefled about the tnidvray between Lnhor and Delhi* 
The conquefts of Alexander in Hindoftan were confined to the Pun* 
jah, a country watered by the five great ftreams of the Indus. 

* See M. Ue Guiguet, Uiftoires des Huns, 1. xt, xvi^ and xytt. 

I. The 
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Univeriki 

f^iritof 

toleration. 



Cftbt 
fcopk* 



I. The policy of the emperors and the fenate^ 
as far as it concerned religion, was happily fe- 
conded by the refle£iions of the enlightened, and 
by the habits of the fuperftitious, part of their 
fubjeds. The various modes of worfhip, which 
prevailed in the Roman worlds were all con* 
fidered by the people, as equally truej by the 
pbilolbpher, as «qtially &lfe; and by the ma^ 
giilrate, as equally ufefiil And thus toleration 
produced not only mutual indulgence, but eveqi 
re%ious concord. 

The fuperftitbn of the people was not embit* 
tcred by any mixture of theological rancour f 
por was it confined by the chains of any fpecula« 
tive fyftem* Th^ devout polytheift, though 
fimdly attached to his nittbnal rites, admitted 
frith implicit faith the different religions of the 
earth'. Fear, gratitude, and curiofity^ a dream 
pr an omen, a lingular diforder, or a diftant 
journey, perpetually diQx>fisd him to multiply 
thQ articles of his l^lief, and to enlarge the lift 
of his protestors. The thin texture of the Pa«^ 
gan mythology was interwoven with val-ious, but 
not difcordant materials. As foon ai it was al- 
lowed that feges and beroes, who h^d lived, w 



3 There M npt guy writer who delcrlbet, i|i lb Ikwty a manner at 
Heroclotasi the true genius of Pol^theifm. The beft commentary 
insy be ^ound in Mr, Hume*f Natural Hift^ry of Religion $ and the 
beft contraft in BoiTuet's Untverfat Hiflory. Some obfcvre traces of 
an intolerant fpirit appear in the condu£l of the Egyptians (iee Jave- 
naif 8at. xv.) ; and ihe Chriftians as well as Jews» who liveU under 
the Roman empice, formed a very important exception : fo important 
indeed, that the dircuflion will require g diftiiift cha|Ker of this 
work. 

5 who 
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lAo had died for the benefit of their tomtty^ c h a p» 
vm^ exalted to a &$u of power and immorality, h» 
k was umveriaMy coBkSSod^ that they deferved^ 
if luit the adoratioQt at kaft die reverettce, cS 
all xoankiiid. The deities of a dioufiuid grova 
and a thoufaod ftreams poffefied, in peace, their 
load and re^e&iye influence; nor eould the 
Roman who deprecated the wrath of the Tiber^ 
deride the Sgypdan who prdented hit offering 
to tht bencficeai genius of the Nile. The vifi^ 
Ue powers of NatoK, the planets, and the ele» 
Bwnts^ were the iame diroughout the untverfe* 
Tfae iafifible governors of the moral world wen 
inevitably caft in a fimilar mould of fiftion and 
allqgory. Sivery vhtue, and even vice, acquir- 
ed its drrinft repRfenutttie; every art and pro* 
fcCon its patton, whofe attribuies, in the moft 
diftant ages and countries, were uniformly de- 
rived from the chan6ker of 4fadr peculiar Tota- 
»a« A nspiiblic <xf gods of foeh oppofite tenu 
pers and imereft vequired, m every fyftem, the 
JBodenfting hand of a f up i e me m ag lft raie, who, 
by the progrefs cf knowledge and flattery, was 
gradnally invefted with the ftrfalime peifeftioirs of 
an Eterml Ihrent, and an Omsipotent Monarch*. 
Such was the mild ^rit of antiquity, that tfae 
nations were lefs attentive to the difference, than 
lo the refemblance, ' of their religious worfhip. 
The Crreek, the Roman, and the Barbarian, as 

4 Tke 9iglit9» powtf»» and prettn^ot of ithe liovtm)^ of X^jwi- 
yu^ Mc vtrj ckarlj ddcabed in -the xvth book ixf tht iiiad : in ttb» 
Gfcck original, I mean^ for Mr* Pope, without perctirMig:it, hsi 
»f»pftd ^ thcologj of Homtr. 

they 
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CHAP, they met before their refpcflive altars, calEIy per* 
II. fuaded themfelves, that under various names, 

'^^•"^' and with various ceremonies, they adored the 
fame deities. The elegant mythology of Homer 
gave a beautiful, and almoft a regular form, to 
the polytheifm of the ancient world \ 

Of pbiio. The philofophers of Greece deduced their mo>* 

i»phcr». ^^ f^^^ ^Yit nature of man, rather than from 
that of God. They meditated, however, on tlie 
Divine Nature, as a very curious and importanc 
fpeculation; and in the profound inquiry, they 
difplayed the itrength and weaknefs of the human 
underftanding % Of the four mod celebrated 
fchools, the Stoics and the Platonifls endeavour-^ 
ed to reconcile the jarring interefts of reafon and 
piety. They have left us the moft fublime proofs 
pf the exiflence and perfedions of the firfl caufe ; 
but as it was impoffible for them to conceive the 
creation of matter, the workman in the. Stoic, 
philpfpphy was not fufficiently diflinguifhed fronx 
the work; wbilft, on the contrary, the fpiritual, 
God of Plato and his difciples, refembled an, idea,^ 
rather than a fubflance. The opinions of the. 
Academics and Epicureans were of a lefs religi-i 
ous cad; but whilft the modeft fcience of the 
former induced them to doubt, the pofitive ig-^ 

5 See for inftance, Caefar. de Bell. Gall. vi. 17. Wichiii a can* 
tury or two the Gauls themfelves applied to their gods the aamea of 
Mercury, Mars, Apollo,' &c. 

6 The admirable x^ork of Cicero de Natura Deorum, it the beft 
clue.we have to guide us through the dark and profound abyfs. He 
reprefents with candour, and confutes with fubtlety, the opinions of 
the pbilpfophers* 

norance 
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norance of the latter urged them to deny, the c H a p^ 
providence of a Supreme Ruler. The fpirit of u* 
inquiry, prompted by emulation, and fupported 
by freedom, had divided the public teachers of 
phitofophy into a variety of contending, fe^s ; but 
the ingenuous youth, who, from every part, re« 
ibrted to Athens, and the other feats of learning 
in the Roman empire, were alike inftmded in 
every fchool to rejefl and to defpife the religion 
of the multitude. How, indeed, was it poffible, 
that a philofopher fliould accept, as divine truths, 
the idle tales of the poet^, and the incoherent 
traditions of antiquity ; or, that he fliould adore, 
as gods, thofe imperfeft beings whom he muft 
have defpifed, as men! Againft fucb unworthy 
adverfaries, Cicero condefcended to employ the 
arms of reafon and eloquence ; but the fatire of 
Ludan was a much more adequate, as well as 
more efficacious weapon. We may be well af- 
fured, that a wfiter converfant with the world, 
would never have ventured to expofe the gods 
of his country to public ridicule, had they not 
already been the objects of fecret contempt 
among the poUifaed and enlightened orders of 
fociety '. 

Notwithftanding the fafliionable irreligion 
which prevailed in the age of the Antonines, 
both the interefts of the priefts and the credulity 
of the people were fufficiently refpeded. In their 
unitings and converfation, the philofophers of 

7 I do not pretend to aflfert, that, in this irreligiou$ age, the natu- 
ral terrars of fuperftitioni dreamt, omens, apparitions, &c. bad lolt 
(heir efficacy. 

Vol. I. E antiquity 
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antiquity aflerted the independent dignity of Fea- 
fon ; but they refigned their anions to the com^ 
miUid$ of law and of cuftom. Viewing, with a 
fmile of pity and indulgence, the various errors 
of the vulgar, they diligently praflifed the cere- 
monies of their fathers, devoutly frequented the 
temples of the gods ; and Ibmetimes condefcending 
to zSt ^ part on the theatre of fuperftition, 
Aej concealed the fentiments of an Atheid un- 
der the facerdotal robes. Reafoners of fuch a 
temper were fcarcely inclined to wrangle about 
their refpeflive modes of faith, or of worfhip* 
|t was indifferent to them what fl^ape the folly 
of the multitude might choofe to aflume; and 
they approached, with the fame inward contempt, 
g(ld the fame external reverence, the altars of the 
lijhidnp the Olympian, or the Capitoline Jupi- 
ter*, 
or the ma- It is not eafy to conceive from what motives a 
gi rtic. jpj^j^ ^£ perfecuiion could introduce itfelf into 
the Roman councils. The magiilrates could not 
be aduated by a blind, though honed bigotry, 
fince the magiftrates were themfelves philofo* 
phers ; and the fchools of Athens had given laws 
to the fenate. They could not be impelled by 
ambition or avarice, as the temporal and ecclefi- 
aftical powers were united in the fame hands. 
The pontiffs were chofen among the mod illuf- 
trious of the fenators ^ and the office of Supreme 

S Socrates, Epicurus, Cicero, and Plutarch, always inculcated a 
decent reverence for the religion of their own country, and of nnan* 
kind. The devotion of Epicurus was afliduous and exemplary. 
Diogen. Laert. x« lo. 

PontiflT 
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PoBtiff was conftantly exercifed by the emperors 
chemfdves. They knew and valued the adTaii« 
tages of religion, as it is connected with civil go* 
vernment. They encoutaged the public feftivalsy 
which humanize the manners of the people. 
They managed the arts of divination, as a con* 
venient inftrument of policy ; and they reTpeded 
as the firmed bond of fociety, * the ufefiil perfui^ 
fion, that, either in this or in a future life, the 
crime of perjury is mod afluredly puniflied by 
the avenging gods^ But whilft they acknow* 
ledged the general advantages of religion, they 
were convinced, that the various modes of wor* 
fliip contributed alike to the fame falutary pur^ 
pofes: and that, in every country, the form of 
fuperftition which had received the £mdion of 
time and experi^ice, was the bed adapted to 
the cKmate, and to its inhabitants. Avarice and in the pn- 
tafte very frequently defpoiled the vanquifhed ^"*^*** 
nations of the elegant ftatues of their gods, and 
the rich omam^its of their temples'^; but, in 
the exercife of the religion which they derived 
from their anceftors, they uniformly experienced 
the indulgence, and even proteftion, of the Ro- 
man conquerors. The province of Gaul feems, 
and indeed only feems, an exception to this uni-* 
verfal toleration. Under the fpecious pretext of 
aboliihing human facrifices, the emperors Tibe^ 

9 PolybiuSy I.Ti. c. 53, 54. Jiiv«na1, Sat. xiii. laments that in 
bit time this apprebenfioti had loft much of its efFeA* 

■^ See the fate of Syracufe, Tarentnm^ Ambracia, Corinth, &c. 
theconduA of Verres, m Cicero (A6tio ii. Orat. 4.,), and the ufual 
fra^ce of go?ernors, in the Tiiith Satire of Juvenal* 

£ 2 rius 
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rius and Claudius fupprefled the dangerous power 
of the Druids " : but the priefts thenifelves, their 
gods and their ahars, fubfifted . in peaceful ob* 
fcurity till the final dedrudipn of Paganifm *\ 
at Rome. Rome, the capital of a great monarchy, wag 
inceiTantly filled with fubjefls and ftrangers from 
every part of the world ", who all introduced 
and enjoyed the favourite fuperflitions of their 
native country '*. Every city in the empire was 
juftified in maintaining the purity of its ancient 
ceremonies ; and, the Roman fenate ufing the 
common privilege, fometinies interpofed, to check 
this inundation of foreign rites. The Egyp- 
tian fuperftition, of all the mofl contemptible 
and abje£b, was frequently prohibited; the tern* 
pies of Serapis and Ifis demolifhed, and their 
worfhippers banifhed from Rome ^nd Italy '*. 
But the zeal of fanaticifm prevailed over the cold 
and feeble efforts of policy. The exiles return- 
ed, the profelytes multiplied, the temples were 
Tcftored with increafing fplendor, and Ifis and 

«» Sueton. in CUu<1.— Plin. Hift. Nit. xxx. i. 

?* f ellou tier Hi ftoire deft Celt fs, tom. vi. p. «9o-'i5a. 

*» Seneca ConlbUt. ad HeUiam, p. 74., Edit, Lipf. 

»♦ Dionyfiut Haltcain. Antiquitat. Roman. I. ii. 

^S In the yearo^ Rome 701, the temple of Ifis and Serapis was 
dcmoliflied by the order of the Senate (Dion Cdilius^ i. xl. p. a5i.)f 
«nd even by the h^inds of the conful (Valerius Maximu«« i- 3). 
After the death of Cacfar, it was rertored at the public expencc 
(Dion, I. xirii. p. 501.}. When Angwlhis was in Egypt, he revered 
the majefty of Serapis (Dion, I, ii. p. 647.)$ but in the Pomserium 
of )lome, and a mile round it, he prohibited the woifhip of the 
Egyptian gods (Dion, 1. Jiii. p. 679. I. l.v. p. 735.). They re. 
inained, however, very falhionablc under his reign (Cvid. de An. 
Amand. 1. i.) and that of his fucctfTor^ till the juflice of Tiberius 
was provoked to fomc afls of fcvtniy. (See Tacit, Annal. ii. 85. 
Jofepb. Amiquit. U xviii, c. 3.) 

9 Serapis 
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Serdpi$ at length aflumed their place among thfc c H a p. 
Roman deities '^ Nor was this indulgence' a ii* 
departure from the old maxims of government. '~' ■~'~^' 
In the pureft ages of the commonwealth, Cybele 
and ^fculapius had been invited by folemn em- 
baflies *' ; and it was cuftomary to tempt the 
protedors of befieged cities, by the promifc of 
more diftinguiflied honours than they poflfefled in 
their native comitry *'. Rome gradually became 
the common temple of her fubjefts ; and the free* 
dom of the dty was beftowed on all the gods of 
mankind '^ 

11. The narrow policy of preferving, without Freedom 
any foreign mixture, the pure blood of the an- ®f^*»«*« 
cient citizens^ had cheeked the fortune, and haft- 
ened the ruin^ of Athens and Sparta. The 
afpiring gefiius of Rome facrificed vanity to am- 
bition, and deemed it more prudent, as well as 
honourable, to adopt virtue and merit for her 
own, wherefoever they were found, among Haves 
or (Irangers, enemies or batbarians*^ During 
the moft flourifliing asra of the Athenian com- 
monwealth, the number of citizens gradually de- 
creafed from about thirty ** to twenty-one thou- 

•• T<r(bl1»n in Apologetic, c. 6. p. 74. Edit. Havercamp. I 
am ificKneJ to attribute their tftabliflimtnt to the devotion of tbtt 
Flavian family. 

'7 SeeLiv^', 1. xi. and tIlxix, 

'< Macrob. Saturnalia, I. iii. c. 9. He gires us a form of eto- 
ciiion. 

•9 Minutius Felix in Oflivio, p. 94. Arnbbiu^, .l..vi, p. 11$. 

*' Tacit. Annal. xi. 14. The Orbia Homanua of the learnad 
Spanheini is a complete hiftovy of the progreflive adosiffion of Latiuin, 
Italy, and the provincta, to the freedom of Rome. 

^* Herodotuf, ▼. 97. Itihould feem« however, that he followed a 
large and popuiar cftiroaVion. 

'^ E3 fand. 
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CHAP, fand •*• If, on the contrary, we ftudy the growtii 
II* of the Roman repubUc, we may difcover, that, 
Aotwithftanding the inceflant demands of wars 
and colonies, the citizens, who, in the firft cen- 
&s of Servius TuUius, amounted to no more 
than eighty*rhree thoufand, were multiplied, be^ 
fore the commencement of the focial war, to the 
number of four hundred and lixty-three tkou- 
iand men, able to bear arms in the fervice of 
then country ^\ When the allies of Rome claimed 
an equal Ihare of honours and privileges, the 
fenate indeed preferred the chance of arms to an 
ignominious conceflTon. The Samnites and the 
Lucanians paid thefevere penalty of their rafli- 
nefs; but the reft of the Italian ftates, as they 
foccefTively returned to their duty, were admit- 
ted into the bofom of the republic*^, and foon 
contributed to the ruin of public freedom. Un- 
der a democratical government, the citizens ex- 
ercife the powers of fovereignty ; and thofe powers 
will be firft abufed, and afterwards loft, if they 
are committed to an unwieldy multitude«^ But 
when the popular aifemblies had been fupprefled 
by the adminiftration of the emperors, the con- 
querors were diftinguiihed from the vanquiflbed 
nations, only as the firft and moft honourable 
order of fubjefts; and their incfeafe, however 
rapid, was no longer expofed to the fame dangers* 

«» Athen»us, Dcfpnofophift. !• vi. p »7i. Edit. Cafaubon. Meur. 
fius de Portiina Attica, c. 4. 

*' Sec a very accurate colle6(ton of the numbers of each Luftrum 
in M. de Heaufort, Repuhltque Romaine, I. it. c. 4. 

*♦ Appian. de Bell. Civil. I. i. Vcllctus Patcrculws, 1. H. c* 15, 
16,17. 

Yet 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF TH£ ROMAif EMPlRlL $$ 

Yet the wiAft princes, who ado{iCed the iMtim9 c H A Pw 
of Auguftus, guarded with the ftrideft care the Jt« 
dignity of the Roman name, and diffufed the firee« 
dom of the city with a prudent liberality *\ 

Till the privileges of Romans had been pto^ ^^r* 
greffively extended to all the inhabitants of die 
empire, an important diftin^Hon was preferred 
between Italy and the provinces. 'The former 
was.efteemed the centre of public unity, and the 
firm bafis of the conftitutioti. Italy claimed the 
birth, or at lead the refidence, of the emperors 
and the fenate^. The eftates of the Italians 
were exempt from taxes, their perfons from the 
arbitrary jurifdi£tion of governors. Their mtt>- 
nicipal corporations^ formed after the perfed 
model of the capital, were intruded^ under the 
immediate eye of the fupreme power, with the 
execution of the laws. From the foot of the 
Alps to the extremity of Calabria, all the natives 
of Italy were born citizens of Rome. Their 
partial diftindions were obliterated, and they in- 
fenfibly coalefced into one great nation, united 
by language^ manners, and civil inllitutions, and 
eqnal to the weight of a powerful empire. The 
republic gloried in her generous policy, and was 
frequently rewarded by the met it and fervices of 

*5 Maeceoat had advifed him to declare by one ediA» all hit fub- 
)cai, cki2eii«4 Bat we may juftly fofpea that the hiftorian Dion Wat 
^le aatbor of a counfel, Co much adapted to the pmAice of hit owft 
age, and fo little to thttt of Auguftiit. 

^ The ienatort were obliged to have one third of their own landed 
property in Italy. See Piin. 1. f i. ep. 19. The qualification waa 
reduced by Marcut to one- fourth. Since tbe reign of Trajafif Italy 
had fonk nearer to the level of th« proirincet. 

E4 l»w 
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her adopted fons. Had flie always confined the 
diftindion of Romans to the ancient families^ 
within the walls of the city, that immortal name 
would have been deprived of foqie of its noblefl: 
ornaments. Virgil was a native of Mantua ; Ho* 
race was inclined to doubt whether he ihould 
call himfelf an Apulian or a Lucanian : it was in 
Padua that an hiftorian was found worthy to re- 
cord the majedic feries of Roman viftories. The 
patriot family of the Catos emerged from Tuf- 
culum; and the little town of iirpinum claimed 
the double honour of producing Marius and Ci- 
cero, the former of whom deferved, after Ro« 
mulus and Camillus, to be ftyled the Third 
Founder of Rome ; and the latter, after faving 
his country from the defigns of Catiline, enabled 
her to contend with Athens for the palm of elo- 
quence *'. 
Thepro- The pFovinccs of the empire (as they have 
been defcribed in the preceding chapter) were 
deftitute of any public force, or conftitutional 
freedom. In Etruria, in Greece ", and in Gaul *% 
it was the firft care of the fenate to diflblve ihofe 
dangerous confederacies, which taught mankind, 
that as the Roman arts prevailed by divifion, 

*7 The fiift part of the Verona IlUiftiata of the Marquit Maffci, 
gives the clean li and mod comprehcnfive view of the ftate of Italy 
under the Csef^rs. 

** See Paufanias^ 1. vii. The Romans condefcendcd to reftore 
the names of thofe affcmblUs^ when they could no Jopger be dan* 
gerous. / 

*9 They aie frequently mentioned by C«far* The Abb6 Dubos 
attempts^ with very little fuccefs, to prove that the piTemblies of Gaul 
were continued under ihe emperors* Uiftoire dc r£cabl)fleaient Je 
la Monauchie Frar.9oire» 1. i. c. 4. 

they 
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they might be refifted by union. Thofe princes, c h a Pw 
whom the oftentation of gratitude or generofity i^- 
permitted for a while to hold a precarious fccp- ~'^''*~^^ 
tre, were difmifled from their thrones, as foon as 
they had performed their appointed taik of fa- 
fliioning to the yoke the vanquifhed nations. 
The free fiates and cities which had embraced 
the caufe of Rome, were rewarded with a nomi- 
nal alliance, and infenfibly funk into real fervi* 
tttde. The public authority was every where 
ezercifed by the minifters of the fenate and of 
the emperors, and that authority was abfolute, 
and without controuL But the fame falutary 
maxims of government, which had fecured the 
peace and obedience of Italy, were extended to 
the moft diftant conquefis. A nation of Romans 
was gradually formed in the provinces, by the 
double expedient of introducing colonies, and of 
admitting the mod faithful and deferving of the 
provincials to the freedom of Rome. 

« Wherefoever the Roman conquers, he. in- Colonie* 
" habits,'* is a very juft obfervation of Seneca '% *^^^jj|"^ 
confirmed by hiftory and experience. The na- towns. 
tives of Italy, allured by pleafure or by intereft, 
haftened to enjoy the advantages of vidory ; and 
we may remark, that about forty years after the 
redudion of Afia, eighty thoufand Romans were 
maflacred in one day, by the cruel orders of 
Mithridates ". Thefe voluntary exiles were en- 

'« Seofca in Confolat. ad HelTiam, c 6. 

1> Memnon a pud Pbotiumy c. 33. Valer. Maxim, ix, i. PJv- 
atrch and Dion Cafllus fwell the maflacre to 150^000 citizens j but 
I ihould efteem the fnalltr Dumber to be more than fufficient. 

gagcd^ 
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CHAi^. gSLgtdf for the moft part, in the occu^tions of 
ii« commerce, agriculture, and the form of the fe« 
venue. But after the legions were rendered per- 
manent by the emperors, the provinces were 
peopled by a race of foldiers ; and the veterans, 
whether , they received the reward of their fervice 
in land or in money, ufually fettled with their 
£imilies in the country, where they had honour-^ 
ably fpent their youth. Throughout the empire, 
but more particularly in the weftern parts, the 
moft fertile diftrifts, ahd the moft convenient 
fituations, were reierved for the eftablifliment of 
colonies ; fome of which were of a civil, and 
others of a military nature. In their manners 
and internal policy, the colonies formed a per- 
fect reprefentation of their great parent : and they 
were foon endeared to the natives by the ties of 
friendihip and alliance, they effedualiy difiufed a 
reverence for the Roman name, and a defire, 
Avhich was feldom difappointed, of fharing, in 
due time, its honours and advantages **« The 
ihunicipal cities infenfibly equalled the rank and 
l)>lendour of the colonies; and in the reign of 
Hadrian, it was difputed which was the prefer- 
able condition, of thofe focieties which had iffu- 
ed from, or thofe which had been received into, 
the bofom of Rome". The right of Latium, 

a& 

s^ Twenty- five colonies were fetded in Spain (fee Plin. Hift« Natur* 
iii. 3, 4. iv. 35.) > and nine in Britain^ of which Londoiif Colcbef. 
ter, Lincoln, Chefter, Gloucefter, and Bath> ftill remain confidcrable 
cities (fee Richard of Cirencefter, p. 36. and Whicaker*a Kiftory of 
Manchtfter, I. i. c. |.). 

II Aul. Gell. No£les Atticae, xvi. 13. The emperor Hadriaa 
exprefltd hia furprife, Uut the cities of Utica» Gade»» and Itatica» 

which 
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as it was called^ ccmferred on the cities to which chap. 
it had been granted, a more partial fistvour. The ^^ 
magiftratea only, at the expiration of their ofBce, ^^'^^ 
afliuned the quality of Roman citizens; bat as 
tbole offices were annual, in a few years they cir- 
culated round the principal families '\ Thofe 
of the provincials who were permitted to bear 
arms in the legions '^ ; thofe who exercifed any 
dvil employment ; all, in a word, who perform- 
ed any public fervice, or difplayed any perfonat 
talents, were rewarded with a prefent, whofe 
value was continually diminilhed by the increaf- 
ing liberality of the emperors. Tet even, in the 
age of the Antonines, when the freedom of the 
city had be^n beftowed on the greater number 
of their fubjeds, it was ftill accompanied with 
very folid advantages. The bulk of the people 
acquired, with that title, the benefit of the Ro- 
man laws, partici^arly in the interefting articles 
of marriage, teftaments, and inheritances; and 
the road of fortune was open to thofe whofe pre« 
tenfions were feconded by favour or merit. The 
grandfons of the Gauls, who had befieged JuKus 
Csefar in Alefia, commanded legions, governed 
provinces, and were admitted into the fenate of 
Rome'^ Their ambition, inftead of difturbing 
the tranquillity of the ftate, was intimately con- 
neded with its fafety and greatnefs. 

ivbkb already enjoyed the lighrs of Mumafu, (houU rollcit the title 
of cuMtf. Their example, however, became fafliionable, and the- ^ 
ciDpire was filled t»ith honorary colonies. See Spanhein, de Ufu 
MomifinataiDy Dil&rtat. xiii. 

94 Spanheim, Orbis Roman, c. 8. p* 63. 

9i Artftid. in Roonae Rncomio, torn. i. p. 11 8, Edit. Jebb, 

i^ Tacit. Attiul. xi. »j, 14. Hift. i¥. 74. 

So 
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So fenfible were the Romans of the influence 
of language over national manners, that it wa$ 
their moft ferious care to extend, with the pro^- 
the Latin' grefs of their arms, the ufe of the Latin tongue''* 
elk* The ancient dialefts of Italy, the Sabine, the 
provincet. Etrufcan, and the Venetian, funk into oblivion ; 
but in the provinces, the eaft was lefs docile 
than the weft, to the voice of its viftorious pre- 
ceptors. This obvious difference marked the 
two portions of the empire with a diftinftion of 
colours, which, though it was in fome degree 
concealed during the meridian fplendor of prof- 
perity, became gradually more vifible, as the 
Ihades of night defcended upon the Roman world. 
The weftern countries were civilized by the fame 
hands which fubdued them* As foon as the 
barbarians were reconciled to obedience, their 
minds were opened to any new impreffions of know- 
ledge and politenefs. The language of Virgil 
and Cicero, though with fome inevitable mix- 
ture of corruption, was fo univerfally adopted in 
Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, and Pannonia *% 
that the faint traces of the Punic or Celtic idi- 
oms were preferved only in the mountains, or 
among the peafants '^ Education and ftudy in- 

fenfibly 

yf See Plin. Nift. Natuc. iii. 5. Augufttn. de CivitateDei, xix. 7, 
Li]>(iiis cie pronunciatione Linguae Laiina;, c. 3. 

I' Aputeius and Auguftin will anfwer for Africa; Strabo for 
Spain and Gaul } Tacitus, in the life of Agricola, forBiitarn; and 
Vi:lieiu9 Patcrcolus, for Pannonia. To them we may add the lan- 
guage of the Infcriptions. 

39 The Celtic was preferved in the mountains of ,Wales» Corn. 
yfH}, and Armorica. We ma;r obferve that Apuleius reproaches an 

African 
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fenHbly infpired the natives of thofe countries pHAP/ 
with the fentiments of Romans; and Italy gave n* 
fafliions, as well as laws, to her Latin provin- ^'— '''''"**' 
cials. They folicited with more ardour, and 
obtained with more facility, the freedom and 
honours of the (late ; fupported the national dig- 
nity in letters*** and in arms; and, at length, 
in the perfon of Trajan, produced an emperor 
whom the Scipios would not have difowned for 
their countryman. The fituation of the Greeks 
was very different from that of the barbarians. 
The former had been long fince civilifed and 
corrupted. They had too much tafte to relin- 
quifli their language, and too much vanity to 
adopt any foreign inftitutions. Still preferving 
the prejudices, after they had loft the virtues, 
of their anceftors, they affeded to defpife the 
unpolifhed manners of the Roman conquerors, 
whilft they were compelled to refpeft their fu- 
perior wifdom and power **. Nor was the influx 
ence of the Grecian language and fentiments con* 
fined to the narrow limits of that once celebrated 
country. Their empire, by the progrefs of co- 
lonies and conqueft, had been diffufed from the 
Hadriatic to the Euphrates and the. Nile. Afia 

African youtfi, who lived among the popniace, with the ufe of the 
Puoicj, whiift he had ali|K)ft forgot Greek, and neither could nor 
would fpeak Latin (Apolog. p. 596.)' The greater part of St. 
i^nftin^s congregations were Urangers to the Punic. 

40 Spain aloue produced Coluinetla, the Senecas, Lucan, Martial, 
and Qointilian. 

4' There is not, I believe, from DionyGus to Lihanut, a fingle 
Greek critic who mentions Virgil or Horace. They fccm ignorant 
thai the Romans bad any good writers. 

, was 
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CHAP, was covered with Greek cities, and the long reign 
II* of the Macedonian kings had introduced a filent 
^^"^'^^ revolution into Syria and Egypt. In their pom- 
pous courts thofe princes united the elegance of 
Athens with the luxury of the Eaft, and the ex- 
' ample of the court was imitated, at an humble 

diftance, by the higher ranks of their fubjefts. 
i Such was the general diviiion of the Roman em- 

. pire into the Latin and Greek Janguages. To 
thefb we may add a tjiird diftindion for the body 
of the natives in Syria, and efpecially in Egypt* 
The ufe of their ancient dialeds, by fecluding 
them from the commerce of mankind, checked 
the improvements of thofe barbarians^'. The 
flothful effeminacy of ^he former, expofed them 
to the contempt, the fullen ferocioufners of the 
latter, excited the averfion of the conquerors**, 
Thofe nations had fubmitted to the Roman power, 
but they feldom defired or deferved the freedom 
of the city: and it was remarked, that mo|:e 
than two hundred and thirty years elapfed after 
the ruin of the Ptolemies, before an Egyptian 
was admitted into the fenate, of Rome ^. 
General It is a juft though trite obiiervation, that vie** 

UngM^I ^^"°^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^ fubdusd by the arts .of 
Greece. Thofe immortal writer? who ftill comr 
mand the admiration of modern Europe, foon 
became the favourite object of ftudy and imita5> 

4s The curious reader may fee in Dupin (Bibliotheque Eccie. 

(iaftiquf, torn. xix. p. i. c. S«) how much the uft of the Syriac and 

Egyptian languages was ftill preferved, 
41 See Juvenal, Sat. iii. and xv. Ammian. Marcelin. xxii. i6« 
44 Dion Caflius, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1275* The firft inftance happened 

under the reign of Septitnias Sevenis. 

tion 
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tion in Italy and the weftern provinces. But th« c h a p« 

deg^nt amufements of the Romans were not fuft* ^^* 

fered to interfere with their found maxims of po- ^'^'""^ 

licy. Whilft they acknowledged the charms of 

the Greek, they afferted the dignity of the Latin 

tongue, and the excluHve ufe of the latter was 

mflexibly maintained in the adminiftration of ci« 

vil as well as military government*'. The two 

languages exercifed at the fame time their fepa^ 

rate jurifdi&ion throughout the empire ; the for« 

mer, as the natural idiom of fdence ; the lat«- 

ter, as the legal dialed of public tranfaftions. 

Thofe who united letters with bufmefs, were 

equally converfant with both ; and it was almoft 

impoffible, in any province, to find a Roman 

fubjed, of a liberal education, who was at once 

a ftranger to the Greek and to the I^atin Ian- 

It was by fuch inftitutions that the nations of siarct. 
the empire infenfibly melted away into the Ro« 
man name and people* But there ftill remained, 
in the centre of every province and of every fa^ 
mily, an unhappy condition of men who endured 
the weight, without (baring the benefits, of fo- 
ciety. In the free dates of antiquity, the do- 
meftic flaves were expofed to the wanton rigour 
of defpotifm. The perfeft fettlement of the Their 
Roman empire was preceded by ages of violence *'^^*^"*«o** 
and rapine. The flaves confided, for the mod 
part, of barbarian captives, taken in thoufands 

4S S«e Valcriot M^simtit, 1. ii. c. %, n. 1. The emperor Clau- 
dius disfranchilcd »n eminent Grecian for not underftanding Latin. 
He was probafajy in fonie public office, Suetoniua in Claud, c. s6. 
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CHAP, by the chance of war, purchafed at a viie price**,' 
II. accuftomed to a life of independence, and im- 
patient to break and to revenge thdr fetters. 
Againft fuch internal enemies, whofe defperate 
infurreftions had more than once reduced the 
republic to the brink of deftruftion*', the moft 
fevere regulations **, and the moft cruel treat- 
ment, feemed almc^ juftified by the great law 
of felf-prefervation. But when the principal na- 
tions of Europe, Afia, and Africa, were united 
under the laws of one fovereign, the fource of 
foreign fupplics flowed with much lefs abundance, 
ftnd the Romans were reduced to the milder but 
more tedious method of propagation, (n their 
numerous families, and particularly in their 
country cftates, they encouraged the marriage of 
their flaves. The fentiments of nature, the ha- 
bits of education, and the pofleflion of a depend* 
cm fpecies of property, contributed to alleviate 
the hardfliips of fervitude^^ The exiftence of a 
ilave became an objed: of greater value, and 
though his happinefs ftill depended on the tern* 
per and circumftances of the maft^, the huma- 
nity of the latter, inftead of being reftrained by 

46 In the camp of Lucullui, an ox fold for a dracbma, and a flave 
for four dracbmsy or about tbtee /hillings. Plutarch, in Lucull. 
p. 580. 

47 DIodorus Siculus in Eclog. Hift. I. xxxiv. and xxxvi. Florus» 
iii. 19, ao. 

^S See a remarkable inftance of feverity in Cicero in Verrem» v. $. 

49 See in Grurer, and the other coIleAors, a great number of in- 
fcriptions addrefled by (laves to their wives, children, fellow-fervants, 
maftcrSi &c. They are all moft probably of the Imperial age. 

fear^ 
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tdit^ was encouraged by the fedfe of his osm' in- c h a'p;^ 
terefh The progrefs of manners was aa:detated w* 
by the Tirtue ot poh'cy of the emperors ( and ■^^''*^ 
by xht edias of Hadrian md the Antotuiies^ the 
proni6Uon of the laws was e3ttehded to iht mofll 
abjed part of mankind. The jurifdidtioil of lift 
and death over the davei, a power long exercifed 
and often abiifed^ was taken ont of private hands^ 
and referved to the magiftrates alone. The ftib- 
temineDus prifons were aboli(bed } ahd^ upon i 
jttft compladnt of intolerable treatment^ the ih^ 
jnted ilate obtained ehher his dfellrerance^ or H 
tefa crii^l mdfter '•* 

Hopd) the bed comfort of our iftiperfeft con^ Enfran* 
dkion, was not denied to the Roman flave ; ahd ^^»^««w«*» 
if he bad any opportunhy of rendering hinSfeff 
cither ufeful or agreeable, he might very nattrfaliy 
expeffc that the dih'gence and fidelity of a few 
years would be rewarded with the ineftifnable 
gift of freedom. The benevolenci of the mafte^ 
was £o fteiittently prompted by the meaner fug>- 
geftioitt of vanity and avarice, that the fowd fotifld 
it more neceffiuy to reftrain than to eneouf age 1 
profnfit and undiftinguiflnng liberality, Whkh 
might degenerate into a very dangerous abiife "4 
It was a maxim of ancient jurifprudcnce, that a 
flave had not any country of his own, he acquired 
with his liberty an adnriifion into the polhidal 
fodety of which his patron was a member* The 

»o Sec rtw Auguftan Hiftory, and a DifTertatioo of M. di^urigtty, 
in the lOtiETtb voltlrhe of the Academy of Inrcriptions^ upon the Ko* 
akal) flavet. 

t* Se« «f)OCh«r Difl^rfiicbn of M. de Burigny, in the xxxviith vo- 
Ivine, on the Roman frecdiAen. 

Vol. L F confe- 
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OJf AP« coiifeqiienoes of this, maxim would have proftiA 
lu tuted the privileges of the^Roman city to a meaa 
and promifcttous multitude. Some feafonable. 
exceptioas were therefore provided; and the 
houQurable diftin^on w^ confined to fuch flaves 
only^ as, for jufl: caufes, and with the approban 
tion of the magiftrate, (hould receive a folema 
and legal n^anumillion. Even thefe chofen freed* 
siien obtained no more than the private rights of 
citizens, and were rigoroufly excluded from civil 
c^ military honours. Whatever might ,be the 
merit or fortune of their fons, they likewife were 
efteemed unworthy of a feat in the fenate ; nor 
were the traces of. a fervile origin allowed to be 
con^pletely obliterated till the third or fourth ge* 
neratipn '*. Without deflroying the diftin£tion 
of ranks, a diftant profpeft of freedom and ho-* 
novrs was prefented) even to thofe whom pride 
and prejudice almofl difdained to number among 
the. human fpecies. 

Kamberi* It was once propofed to difcriminate the flares 
by a peculiar habit } but it was juftly apprehended 
that there might be fome danger in acquaint^- 
iqg them with their own numbers". Without''* 
intcFpfeting, in their utmoft ftri£hiefs, the libe* 
xaX appellations^ of legions and myriads'^; we 

S* Spanheim, Orbis Roman, 1. i« c. iV. p. iHi ^* 

il Seneca de Clementisi, 1. 1. c. 24* The original is nuck 
Aronger, "** Quantum penculttm immtncret fi fenri noftri nomcfave ndt 
ccepiOTeAt**! • 
^^ ^54 See Pliny (Hift. Natur* 1. xzxiii.) and Athcnxus (Dcipno(o». 

*■ phift. 1. vi. p. 17s.}. The latter boldly afTcrtSi that he knew very 

man/ (ta/ai^&AXoi} Romans who ^fTeiTedy not for ufc, but oAcata^ 
tion^ ten and even twenty thou fand (laves, . ^ ^ 

.:>: 13 Z ,; ... may 
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fiaay venture to pronounce^ that the proportion chaf. 
of flaves, who were valued as property, was ^^» 
more confiderable than that of fervants, who can "^'"'^^' 
be computed only as an ezpence "• The youths 
of a promifing genius were inftruded in the arts 
and fciences, and their price was afcertained by 
the degree of their (kill and talents *\ Almoft 
every profeffion, either liberal" or mechanieal,' 
might be found in the houfehold of an opulent 
fenator. The minifters of pomp and fenfuality 
were multiplied beyond the conception of mo* 
dem luxury *\ It was more for the intereft of 
the merchant or manufacturer to purchafe, than 
to hire his workmen; and in the country. Haves 
were employed as the cheapeft and moft laborious 
inftruments^ of agriculture. To confinh the ge- 
neral obfervation, and to difplay the multitude 
of flaves, we might allege a variety of particular 
milances. It was difcovered, on a very me- 
lancholy occafion^ that four hundred flaves were 
maintained in a fingle palace of Rome**. The 
feme number of four hundred belonged to an 
eftate which an Africah widow, of a very private 

5f Jo Paris there are not more than 43*700 domellice of every 
(brty and not a twelfth part of the inhabitants. MeiTange Kecherchet 
fur la Population, p. iS6. 

56 A learned flave fold for malij hundred pounds flerling 1 Atti- 
eos aiwaya bred and taught them hhnfelf* Cornel. Nepot in Vit» 
c. 1%. 

57 Many of the Roman phyficiant were flaves. See Dr. Middle- 
ton's Difiertation and Defence. 

ss Their ranks and offices are very coptoufly enumerated by Pig* 
Boritis de Senris. 

M9 Tacit. Annal. xiv. 43. They were all executed for not pre* 
▼enting their maftcr*i murder. ' 

F 2 can- 
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ctmditbn^ refigned to her fon, vrhdA flie referved 
for herfdf a much larger ihare of her prqierty ^« 
A freedman, under the reign of Augtiftus, though 
bU fortune had fofiered great lofles in the civil 
wars, left bdhind him three thoufand fix hundred 
yoke of OKen, two hundred and fifty thoufand 
head of fmaller cattle^ and, what was ahnoft in* 
chided in the defcription of cattle, four thoulimd 
9Qe hundred and fixteen flaves ^\ 
Popuiouf- The number of fubje^s who acknowledged the 
Roman l^ws of Romc^ of citizeus, of provincial, and 
•"P«*«* of fiaves, cannot now be fixed wilh fuch a de- 
gree of accuracy as the importance of the objeft 
would defierve. We are informed, that when the 
en^ror Claudius exercifed the office of cenfor, 
he took an account of fix millions nine hundred 
and jforty-five thoufand Roman citizens, who, 
with the proportion of women and children, 
muft have amounted to about twenty mil- 
lions of fouls. The multitude of fubjefts of 
an inferior rank, was uncertain and fluduating. 
But, after weighing with attention every circum- 
flance which could influence the balance, it 
fcems probable, that there exifted, in the time 
of Claudius, about twice as many provincials as 
there were citizens, of either fex, and of every 
age ; and that the fiaves were at leaft equal in 
number to the free inhabitants of the Roman 
world. The total amount of this imperfeft cal- 
culation would rife to about one hundred and 
twenty millions of perfons : a degree of popu- 

•o Apulcius in Apolog. p, 54.8. Edit. Dtl^hln. 
•■ Plin. Hia. Natur. 1. xxxiii. 47. 
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htioa which poffibly exceeds that of mocieni c » a p. 
Europe**, and forms the mod numeroDs foci«ty it* 
that has e?er been united under the feme fyftem of '"' ''**^^ 
government* 

Donieftic peace and uniwi were the natttra! obedienct 
confequences of the moderate and comprehenfive ""^ "**»*'''• 
poKcy embraced by the Romans. If we turn our 
eyes towards the monarchies of Afia, we ihafl 
behold defpotifm in the centre, and weaknefs m 
the extremities; the colleftion of the revenue, 
or the admmiftration of juftice, enforced by the 
prefence of an army ; hoftiie barbarians eftabliOied 
in the heart of the country, hereditary fatraps 
ufurping the dominion of the provinces, and fub- 
jeds inclined to rebellion, though incapable of 
freedom. ' But the obedience of the Roman world 
was uniform, voluntary, and permanent. The 
vanquifhed nations, blended into one great peoi- 
pie, refigned the hope, nay even the wift, of 
refuming their independence, and fcarcely con- 
fidered their own exiftence as diffindl from the- 
exigence of Rome. The eftabliflied authority of 
the emperors pervaded without an efibrt the wide 
extent of their dominions, and was exercifed with 
the fame facility on the banks of the Thames, 
or of the Nile, as on thofe of the Tyber. The 

^ Compvie twenty milliont. in Fr»n<f» twenty-twvin Gcr«ianT> 
Cdttr in Hungary, ten in Italy with its iflands^ eight in Great Britain 
and Ireland, eight in Spain and Porttigal, ten or twelve in the Eu- 
ropeu R«iffi«» fix tn Poland, fix iit Greece lod Tnrkef, foiM in Btve- 
den, thrct in Denmark and Nor«ray, fovE in the Low CcMtntrict. 
Tbe whole woold aAoont to one hundred aiMl im, or out hvrtdred 
aod rcvminillioiM. Set Voltaire, de Hiftotre Geaerale. . 

F 3 legiong 
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legions were deftined to ferve againft the public 
enemy, and the civil magiftrate feldom required 
the aid of a military force ^'. In this ftate of ge« 
neral fecurity, the leifure as well as opulence both 
of the prince and people, were devoted to improve 
and to adorn the Roman empire. 
Komaii Among the innumerable monuments of archi- 

menu^ tefture conftrufted by the Romans, how many 
have efcaped the notice of hiftory, how few have 
refifted the ravages of time and barbarifm ! And 
yet even the majeftic ruins that are ftill fcattered 
over Italy and the provinces, would be fufficient 
to prove, that thofe countries were once the feat 
ofa polite and powerful empire. Their greatnefs 
alone, or their beauty, might deferve our atten- 
tion : but they are rendered more interefting, by 
two important circumftances, which conned the 
agreeable hiftory of the arts, with the more ufe- 
•ful hiftory of human manners. Many of thof$ 
works were ereded at private expence, and almolt 
all were intended for public benefit. 
Many of It is natural to fuppofe that the greatefl: num<- 

3Tt pdf" ^^^y ^5 ^^1^ ^s *^ ^^ confiderable of the Ro- 
▼ate ex- man edifices, were raifed by the emperprs, who 
poffefled fo unbounded a command both of mea 
and money. Auguftus was accuftomed to boaft 
that he had found his capital of brick, and that 
be had left it of marble ^\ The ftrid oeconomy 

of 

^ Jofeph. de Bell. Judaico, I.ii. c. i6. The oration of ^grippa, 
erratber of the hiftorian, is a fine pi6lure of the Roman empire. 

f^ Sncton. in Auguft. e. aS. Auguftus built in Rome the temple 
and forum of Mart, the Avenger | th« tesppte of Jypic^r Tpnana in the 

Capitol ^ 
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t>f Vefpafian was the fource of his magnificence, c H a p7 
The works of Trajan bear the ftamp of his ge- "• 
Bins. The public monuments with which Ha* 
dmn adorned every province of the empire, were 
executed not only by his orders, but under his 
iounediate infpeftion. He was himfelf an artift ; 
and he loved the arts, as they conduced to the 
glory of the monarch. They were encouraged 
by the Antonines, as they contributed to the hap* 
]^efi of the people. But if the emperors were 
die firft, they were not the only architects of their 
dominions. Their eicample was univerfally imi« 
lated by their principal fubjeds, who were not 
afraid of declaring to the world that they had 
fpirit to conceive, and wealth to accomplifh, the 
nobleft undertakings. Scarcely had the proud 
ibodure of the Colifeum been dedicated at Rome, 
before the edifices, ofafmaller fcale indeed, but 
of the lame defign and materials, were ereded 
for the ufe, and at the expence, of the cities of 
Capua and Verona^'. The infcription of the 
ftnpendous bridge of Alcantary, attefts that it 
was thrown oyer the Tagus by the contribution' 
of a few Lufitanian communities. When Pliny 
was tntrufted with the government of Bithynia 
»id Pontus, provinces by no means the richeft or 
mofl: confiderable of the empire, he found the 
cities within his jurifdi£Uon ftriving with each 

Capitol I that of Apollo Palatine^ with public libraries} the portico 
and bafilica of Caiua and Lucias ; the porticos of Livia and Q5)avia; 
nd the theatre of Marcel los. The example of the rovereigii waa 
iimtated by his minifters and generals} and his friend Agrippa left 
tKbind htm the immortal monument of the Pantheon, 
P $ce Ma^i| Verona illuftrata» !• ir. p; 6;. 

f^ other 
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q I) A F« ojther ut every ufeful and oroamemal work, th^j; 
n* might deferve the curiofity of ftraagers, or the 

"^"^'"^^ gratitude of their citizens. It was the duty of th% 
Pfoconful tp fupply their defiicieucies, to dire£k 
their tafte, ^nd fometimes to moderate theiv 
emulation ^* The opulent fenators of Rloioe aadt 
the p^vinc^ eAeeni^d it an bonoyr^ and d\t^fiik 
s|n ohligatioin, to adorn the fpleador of their s^ 
• ^nd country } ^nd the influence of iafliion very 
frequently fuppUed the want of taft^ or gene- 
tofity. Amo^g a crowd of thefe private beae*. 
£ld:pnf, we may f^leA Herodes Atticus, an Athe* 
aian citi^eUj who lived in the age of the Anto« 
niiies. . Whatever nought be the motive of lua 
Gondu£):, his magniiicence would have been worthy 
of the greatefl: kings. 

Example Th^ family of t^rod, s^t I^ after it had beea 

Atiicuiu '* fi^wured by fertune, was lineally deficended from 
Cimoa and Mikiades, Tbefeus and Cecrops^ 
4Eacus and Jupiter. But the pofterisy ofi So many 
gods and heroes was &llen into the moft abje^ 
i|ate. His grandfiBi,ther had fuffered by the hands 
qf juftige^ and Julius Atticus, his father, muft 
h^ve ended his life in poverty and contemptt had 
he not difcovered an immenfe treafure buried 
under an old houle, the lail remains of his pa^ 
t^o^y. According to the rigour of law, the 
e;xi]^P9ror ipight ha^ye aiiferted his claioi^ and the 

op See thexth boolf of Pliny's Epiftlc*^ He mentiotns the follow* 
ingwoiks, csiiTkd on at the expeace of the cities. At N(confiedi«9 t. 
new forum, 9n %qi^edu£l, and a ^analy Uft un/ioiflicd byr ^ kiog; at 
fiic^t a Gymnafiuiiii and a tbeatrs which had a|r«ady colt; near ninety 
thoufand pounds ; baths a^ Prufa and Ciaudiopolis^ a^d ai\ a^uedu^ 
of fixteen otiles ip lepgth i^ ;he vfe of Sinop^ 

prudent 
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prad^t Atti^iv pro^eittfd,. by a frank coofeffion^ o b af« 
the officiouff^f$ of informers. But the equitable lu 
Nerv^ who ihe^k filled the throne^ reftifed to 
acc«]9t any part of it, and commanded him to 
ufe, vrithotti fcrupb, the prefent of fortuae* 
The cautious Athenian ftill infifted^ that the 
tpeaTure was too confiderabte for a ta^cGt^ a&A 
that he \m^ not hov to u/e it. Abufe ir, ^mn^ 
replied the momich^ vrith a good-natured peo» 
yiih|fte(s ; for it is youv own*'. Many will be <tf 
q>mon, tha£ Atticua Uterally obeyed the em^ 
per o^s laft iaftrudiois ; fmce he" expended the 
gr^teft part of his fortune^ which was much ion 
aeafcd by afi advantageous marriage, in the fer« 
Yic^ of th^ Public. He had obtained for his foa 
Qerod, the prefeAure of the free cities of Afia ; 
»d the young magiftrate, obferving that the 
towa of Troas was indifferently fupplied wijJht 
water, obtained from the munificence of Hadrian^ 
three huncked millions of drachms (about a bon« 
dred thoufand pounds) for the conftruftion of a 
new ^uedH&. But in the execiltion of the work, 
th(S charge amounted to more than double the 
eftimate, and the oflicert of the revenue began to 
murmur, till the generous Atticus filenced their 
complaints, by requeftiag that he might be per* 
mitted to take upoa himlelf the whole additional 
expence*'. 

67 Hadrian afterwards made a very equitable regulation, which 
divided all trealu re. trove between the right of property and that of 
difcovery. HtH Auguft. p. 9. 

** Fbiloftrat. io Vit. ^ophift. 1. ii. p. 54S* 

X The 
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The ableft precq>tor8 of Greece and Afia had 




Hit repu- 



been invited by liberal rewards to dire£t the edu* 
cation of young Herod. Their pupil foon be* 
litioiK came a celebrated ors^or, according to the ufelefs 
rhetoric of that age, which, confining itfelf to 
the fchools, difdained to vifit either the Forum 
or the Senate. He was honoured with the con- 
fuUhip at Rome ; but the greateft part of his life 
was fpent in a philofophic retirement at Athens, 
and his adjacent villas ; perpetually furrounded 
by fophifts, who acknowledged, without reluc* 
tance, the fuperiority of a rich and generous 
rival ^. The monuments of his genius have 
periflied ; fome confiderable ruins ftill preferve 
the fame of his tafte and munificence: modern 
travellers have meafured the remains of the (la* 
dium which he conftruSed at Athens. It was 
fix hundred feet in length, buih entirely of 
white marble, capable of admitting the whole 
body of the people, and fini(hed in four years, 
whilft Herod was prefident of the Athenian 
games. To the memory of his wife Regilla, he 
dedicated a theatre, fcarcely to be paralleled in 
the empire! no wood except cedar, very curi- 
oufly carved, was employed in any part of the 
building. The Odeum, defigned by Pericles for 
mufical performances, and the rehearfal of new 
tragedies, had been a trophy of the viftory of the 
^rts over Barbaric greatnefsi: as the timbers 
employed in the conflrudion confiiled chiefly of 
the mafts of fhe Perfian veflels. Notwithftand* 

^ Aulas Gellim, in Noa, Attic. !• f. iz. s, XTiii. lo. xijc. %%. 
Hiiioftrat. p. 564, 
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ing the repairs beftowed on that ancient edifice qhaf. 
by a kipg of Cappadocia, it was again fallen to ^i* 
decay. Herod reftored its ancient beauty and ^'^'^'^ 
magnificence. Nor was the liberality of that 
illuftrious citizen confined to the ws^Is of Athens* 
The mod Tplendid ornaments beftowed on the 
temple of Neptune in the Ifthmus, a theatre at 
Corinth, a ftadium at Delphi, a bath at Ther* 
xnopylae* and an aquedud: at Canufium in Italy, 
were infufficient to exhaufl: his treafures. The 
people of Epirus, Thefialy, Eubcea, Boeotia, and 
Fdoponnefus, experienced his favours ; and many 
infcriptions of the cities of Greece and Afia grate- 
fully ftyle Herodes Atticus their patron and be* 
nefador'^ 

III the commonwealths of Athens and Rome, MoftoT 
the modeft fimplicity of private houfes announced J^aiMM- 
the equal condition of freedom; whilft the fo- numentt 
▼crdgnty of the people was reprefented in the ikufcj" 
majeftic edifices deflined to the public ufe '* ; nor ^««p^»» 
was this republican fpirit totally extinguifhed by aqueduai^ 
the introduftion of wealth and monarchy. It , ^" 
was in works of national honour and benefit, that 
the moft virtuous of the emperors aflfefted to dif- 
play their magnificence. The golden palace of 
Nero excited a juft indignation, but the vail ex- 
tent of ground which had been ufurped by hit 
fiplfifli luxury, was more nobly filled under the 

70 See Plitioftrar. !• ii. p. 54S. 5^. Paurftfiias, 1. i. and vii. to. 
The life of Herodes, in tlie ylxxth Tolune of the Memoirs of th« 
Academy of Infcriptioiia, 

7> It is particularly remarked of Athens by Dic«archus» de Statv 
QntciPf p. 9. iater Gtog^phot Minwet, edit. Hudson; 

fyccecd^ 
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(bcceeding rdgns by the Colifeum, the baths of 
Titus, the Claudian portico, aad the temples 
dedicated to the goddefs of Peace, and to the 
genius of Rome^\ Thefe monuments of arcbi- 
te£lure, the property of the Roman people, were 
adorned with the mod beautiful produdions of 
Grecian painting and fculptiire; and in the tem- 
ple of Peace, a very curious library was open to 
the curiofity of the learned. At a fmall dtftance 
from thence was iituated the Forum of Trajan* 
It was furrounded with a lofty portico, in the 
form of a quadrangle, into which four triumphal 
arches opened a noble and fpacious entrance: 
in the centre arofe a column of marble, \9hofe 
height, of one hundred and ten feet, denoted the - 
elevation of the hill that had been cut away. 
This column, which ftill fubfifh in its ancient 
beauty, exhibited an exad reprefentation of the 
Dacian vi&ories of its founder. The veteran 
foldier contemplated the ftory of his own 
campaigns, and by an eafy illufion of national 
vanity, the peaceful citizen aflbciated himfelf to 
the honours of the triumph. All the other quar- 
ters of the capital, and all the provinces of the 
empire, were embellifhed by the fame liberal 
fpirit of public magnificence, and were filled with 
amphith^tres^ theatres, temples, porticos, tri* 

7^ Oonatus de Roma Vetere, 1. iii. c. 4, 5, 6. Nardini Roma 
Arnica, 1. iH. I J, ift» 13* and a MS. defcriptioD of ancient Rome, 
by Bcrnardus Oricellarios, or Rucellair of which I obtained a copx 
from the library of the Canon Ricardi at Floc«ace. Two oeldnmted 
pidurea of Timantbet and of Protogcaea are mentioned by Pliny, 
as in the Temple uf Peace j and the I^auKooa was fouftdJo the btftba 
•f Titus. 

umphal 
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amphal arches, baths, and aqueducts, all variouily c h a p« 
Gcmduclve to the health, the devotion, and the n* 
pleafures of the meaneft citizen. The laft mea^ 
tioned of thofe edifices defence our peculiar at- 
fefltfon. The boldnefs of the enterprife, the 
fo&iity of the executtoD^ and the ufeB to whidi 
they were fubfervient, rank the aqueduds among 
the nobleft monuments of Roman genius and 
power. The aqueducts of a capital chim a 
juft preeminence; but the curious traveller, 
who, without the light of hifjtory, fliould examine 
thofe of Spoleto, of Metz, or of Segovia, would 
very naturally conclude, that thofe provincial 
towns had formerly been the refidence of fome 
potent monarch. The folitudes of Afia and 
Africa were once covered with flourifhing cities^ 
whofe populoufnefs, and even whofe exiftence^ 
was derived from fuch artificial fupplies of a per* 
ennial ftream of frelh water'*. 

We have computed the inhabitants, and con-r Number 
templated the public works, of the Roman ««i- ^fg l^^l 
jirt. The obfervation of the number and great- cities of 
nefs of its cities will ferve to confirm the former) pire! 
and to multiply the latter. It may not be un« 
pleafing to colled a few fcattered inftances rela- 
tive to that fubjed, without forgetting, however, 
that from the vanity of nations and the poverty 
of language, the vague appellation of dty has 
been indifferently beftowed on Rome and upon 
Laurentum. L Ancient Italy is faid to have con- In Italy. 

73 Montfattcoii TAntiqaiti Espliqu^t torn. it. p. %• 1. i. c. 9. 
Faiiretti bu cooipofed a fcr^ learned treatiib mi the aqacdoAi of 
Kome. 
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tained eleven hundred and ninety-feven cities; 
and for whatfoever aera of antiquity the expref- 
fion might be intended '% there is not any reafon 
to believe the country lefs populous in the age of 
the Antonines, than in, that of Romulus. The 
petty ftates of Latium were contained mthin the 
metropolis of the empire, by whofe fuperior in- 
fluence they had been attrafted. Thofe parts of 
Italy which have fo long languiflied under the 
lazy tyranny, of priefts and viceroys, had been 
affli^ed only by the more tolerable calamities of 
war; and the fir ft fymptoms of decay, which tbey 
experienced, were amply compenfated by the 
rapid improvements of the Cifalpine Gaul. The 
fplendor of Verona may be traced in its remains : 
yet Verona was lefs celebrated than Aquileia or 
Gaul and Padua, Milan or Ravenna. II. The fpirit of 
improvement had paiTed the Alps, and been felt 
even in the woods of Britain, which were gra- 
dually cleared away to open a free fpace for con- 
venient and elegant habitations. York was the 
feat of government ; London was already enrich- 
ed by commerce; and Bath was celebrated for 
the falutary effefts of its medicinal waters. Gaul 
could boaft of her twelve hundred cities ^* ; and 
though, in the northern parts, many of them, 
without excepting Paris itfelf, were little more 
than the rude and imperfefl: townfliips of a riling 
people; the fouthern provinces imitated the 

74 MWtn. Bift. Var. I. ix. c« i6. He Wred in the time of ^lez* 
mdir SeveriM. See Fabriciut, Bibliotli. Giaecsi 1, iv, c. ii, 

75 JoCeph. de Bell. Jud. ii. t6. . The number, however, is men* 
tioAcd, and fliguld be received with a (Ugrec of latitude. 

. . wealth 
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wealth and elegance of Italy '^ Mftny were the oka:Fi 
cities of Gaul, MarfeilleSy Aries, Nifmes, Nar« i^ 
bonne, Thouloufe, Bourdeauz, Autun, Viemia9 '^^^^^^' 
Lyons, Langres, and Treves, whofe ancient coa* 
dition might fuftain an equal, and perhaps ad% 
vantageous comparifon with their prefent ftate. 
With regard to Spain, that country flourilhed as 
a province, and has declined as a kingdonu 
Exhaufted by the abufe of her ftrength, by 
America^ and by fuperftitbn, her pride might 
poflibly be confounded, if we required fuch a 
lift of three hundred and fixty cities, as Pliny 
has exhibited under the reign of Vefpafian'^ 
IIL Three hundred African cities had once ac- Africa, 
knowledged the authority of Carthage '% nor if 
it likely that their numbers diminiihed under the 
adminiftration of the emperors: Carthage itielf 
rofe with new fplendor from its aihes ; and that 
capital, as well as Capua and Corinth, foon re* 
covered all the advantages which can be feparated 
from independent fovereHgnty. IV. The pro- Afia. 
vinces of the eafl prefent the contrafl: of Roman 
magnificence with TurkiOi barbarifm. The 
ruins of antiquity fcattered over uncultivated 
fields, and afcribed, by ignorance, to the power 
of magic, fcarcely aflforded a ihelter to the op- 
prefled peafant or wandering Arab. Under the 
reign of the Csfars, the proper Afia alone coiu 

7^ Pliti. Hift. Natur. iii. 5. * ^ 

n Pliiu Hitt. Natur. iii. 39 4. iv. 35. The lift feemt aotlientic 

ai»d accurate : the divifton of the proyincea , and the diffierent coo* 

dition of the cities^ arc minutely diftinguiihed. 
7* Sirabon. Oeograph, I« xvii. p« 11^9. 
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enxp. toittd fiV6 hundred populous cities '^^ enriched 
n» with ail the gifts of nattife, ^nd adotned ^th all 
the refinements of art. Eleven tides ot Afia had 
once difputed the honour of dedicating k temple 
to l^>erioS, and thcit refpeftive fticrlts v^ett 
examined by the fenate'\ Four of them t«rere 
VQmediateljr rejefted as Unequal tb the burden; 
and among thefe was Laodicea, ^hbfe fplendot i& 
JiHl difplayed in its ruins ^\ LaodiCea collcfted 
a very confiderablc revenue frotn its flocks of 
Iheep, cdcbrated for the flnttitft of their wool, 
and had received, a little before the conteft, at 
legacy of above four hundred thoufand pounds 
by the teftament of a generous citizen •^ If fuch 
was the poverty of Laodicea, wh^c muft have 
been the wealth of thofe cities, whofe claim ap- 
peared preferable, and particularly 6f P^rgatnus, 
of Smyrna, and of Ephefus, who fo long dif- 
puted with each other the titular pHmacy of 

n Jo/eph. de Bell. Jud. ti, t6. Phnoftrat. !n Vit. io^ttt. L ii. 
p< X4t« Bdit. Olear. 

•6 Tacit. Annal. in 55. I httt lakeA foMe paini tii tomrultTit^ 
and compaj-ing modern travellers, with regard to the fate of tfcof« 
eleven cities of Afia i feven or eight are tdtaUy deftroyed, Hypiepe^ 
Trallet, Laodicea, Ittum, HalicamaiTus, Miletus, Epttefus, and we 
nay add Sardes. Of the remaiaing three, Perf^iMua ia a ft»agglin|r 
▼ilhige of two or three thovfand inbabitancs 1 Magncfiai UiKlfcr the 
name of Guiel-hitfar, a town of fome confequeuce j and Smyrna, a 
^teat city, peopled byan hundred tboufjmt fonls. Bot eveti at Sii^yr« 
na, while the Franks have maintained commerce, the Turks have 
rained the arts. 

<< See a tny exaa and pleafing defcription of the ruins ot Laom 
ditea, in Chandler's Travels through Afia NCnor, p. %%^, 8cc. 
*» Strabo, I. xii. p. 866. He had ftudied at Trallas. 
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Ada '' ? The capitals of Syria and Egypt held a 
flill fuperior rank in the empire : Antioch and 
Alexandria looked down with dtfdain on a crowd 
of dependent cities '% and yielded, with reluflance, 
to the majefty of Rome itfelt 

AH chefe cities were connected with each other, RomiA 
and with the capital,, by the public highways, '^***' 
which, iifuiDg from the Forum of Rome, traverfed 
Italy, pervaded the provinces, and were termi* 
nated only by the frontiers of the empire* If we 
carefully trace the didance from the wall of An^ 
tomnus to Rome, and from thence to Jerufalem, 
it will be found that the great chain of commu« 
nication, from the north-weft to the foiith-eafl: 
point of the empire, was drawn out to the length 
of four thoufand and eighty Roman miles "« 
The public roads were accurately divided by 
Aiile*ftones, and ran in a dired line from one 

*) 8«e a Diflertation of M* de Boze, Mem. d< TAcademie, torn, 
xriii. Artftulet pronounced an oration which is fiill excant| to 
iccommend concord to the rival cities. 

U The inhabitants of Egypt,. exclufive of Alexandria, amounted to 
/cren millions and a half (Jofeph. de Bell. Jud. ii. 16.). Under the 
military government of the Mamalukesi Syria was fuppofed to con- 
tain iixty tboufaud villages (lliftoife de Timur Bec» !• v. c. ao.}. 

Sf The following Itinerary may fcrte to convey fome idea of the * 
direflioo of the To^^^ and of the diftance between the principal 
towns. X. From the wall of Antoninus to York, aaa Roman mile9« 
II. London aay. III. Rhutupiae or Sandwich 67. IV. The navi- 
gation to Boulogne 45. V. Rheims 174. VI. Lyons 330. VII^ 
Milan 314. VIII. Rome 416. IX. Brundufium 360. X. The navi- 
gation to Dyrrachiuna 40. XI. Bytantium 711. XII. Ancyra 
sSj. XIII. Tarfus 301. XIV. Antioch 141. XV. Tyre 45a. 
XVI. Jerufalem 168. In all 40S0 Roman, or 3740 Englilh miles. 
See the Itineraries publllhed by Wcfleling, his annotations j Gale ao4 
Stukeley for Briuin, and M. d'Anville foe Qaui and Italy. 
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c H A t».' city to another, with very little refpeft for the 
^>^i^,^ obftacles either of nature or private properly. 
Mountains were perforated, and bold arches 
thrown over the broadeft and moft rapid ftreams". 
The middle part of the road was raired into a 
terrace which commanded the adjacent country, 
confided of feveral ftrata of fand, gravel, and 
cement, and was paved with Farge ftones, or in 
fome places, near the capital, with granite '^ 
Such was the folid conftruftion of the Roman 
highways, whofe firmnefs has not entirely yielded 
to the effort of fifteen centuries. They united 
the fubjedts of the moft diftant provinces by 
an eafy and familiar intercourfe f but their pri* 
mary objeft had been to facilitate the marches af 
the legions ; nor was any country confidered as 
completely fubdued, till it had been rendered, 
in all its. parts, pervious to the arms and autho- 
Poftt. rity of the conqueror. The advantage of receiv- 
ing the earlieft intelligence, and of conveying 
their orders with celerity, induced the emperors 
to eftablilh, throughout their extenfive domi- 
nions, the regular inftitution of pods ". Houfes 
were every where erefted at the diftance only of 
^ve or fix miles ; each of them was conftantly 
provided with forty horfes, and by the help of 
thefe relays, it was eafy to travel an hundred 

»* MoDtfaocon, rAntiquitfEx^Kquie (rom. ir. p. «, h u c. 5.), 
lias defcribed ihc bridges of Narni, Alcantan, Nifmet, Stc. 

'7 Hergier Hiftoire des grtmh Cbemini de TEmptre Romain, I. ii« 
c. I— aS. 

«« Procopiut in Hift. Arcana, c. 30. Bcrgier Hifl. dea gnatf« 
Chemins, 1. i?. Codex Theodofian. 1, yiii. tit. v. voKii. p. 50^— 
563. with Godefro/% learned commentary. 
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miles in a day along the Roman roads **• The chap. 
life of the pofts vas allowed to thofe who churned ^..^^mm^ 
it by an Imperial mandate; but thongh ori« 
^nalJy intended for the public fervice^ it was 
fometimes indulged to the bufinefs or conveni* 
cncy of private citizens'^. Nor was the com* Ni?igt. 
munication of the Roman empire lefs free and 
open by fea than it was by land. The provinces 
furrounded and inclofed the Mediterranean; and 
Italy, in the fliape of an immenfe promontory^ 
advanced into the midft of that great lake. The 
coafts of Italy are, in general, deltitute of fafe 
harbours ; but human induftry had corrected the 
deficiencies of nature; and the artificial port of 
Oftia, in particular, fituate at the mouth of the 
Tyber, and formed by the emperor Claudius, 
was an ufeful monument of Roman greatnefs*'* 
From this port, which was only fizteen mileis 
from the capital, a favourable breeze frequently 
carried veflels in-feven days to the columns of 
Hercules, and in nine or ten, to Alexandria in 
Egypt •'. 

Whatever evils either reafon or declamation improve^ 
have imputed to extenfive empire, the power of ilJ^JuU 



ture 



>9 lo the time of Thtodofittty Ccrarios, a magiftratc of high 
nek, wenc poft from Antioch to Conftantinople. He began hit 
journey at night, was in Cappadocia (165 miles from Antioch) tho 
eofniog evening, and arrived at Conftantinople the fitth day about 
noon. The whole diftance wa« 715 Roman, or 665 EngHih miies« 
See Libanios Orat. xxii. and the Itineraria, p. S7>*-5'>* 

9e Pliny, though a favourite and a minilier, made an apology for 
gnmtiog poft.boffiet to his wife on the moft urgent bufiaefr* Xpift. x. 
sai, taa. 

9f ficigicr Hift. des gnnds Chemias, 1. iv. c» 49. 

«• Pliiu Hift* Nanif. xui. s. 

G a Rome 
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C K A p. Rome was attended vith fome beneficial confer 
<— ,i.,.^ quences to mankind ; and the fame freedom of 
in the w ft. intercourfe which extended the vices, diffufed 
tries of the likcwife the improTementS) of focial life. In the 
•^^'*' more remote ages of antiquity, the world was 
unequally divided. The eaft was in the imme- 
morial pofTeiBoii of arts and laxury; whilft the 
weft was inhabited by rude and warlike barbx- 
xians, who either difdained agriculture, or to 
vhom it was totally unknown^ Under the pro- 
tedion of an eftabliflied government, the pro- 
dudions of happier climates, and the tndoftry of 
more civilized nations, were gradually introduced 
into the weflem ooantries of Europe ; and the 
Batives were encouraged, by an open and pro- 
fitable commerce, to multiply the former, as well 
as to imprqve the latter. It would be almofl; 
impoflible to enumerate all the articles, either of 
the animal or the vegetable reign, which were 
fiicceffively imported into Europe, from Afia and 
Egypt ^* ; but it will not be unworthy of the dig- 
nity, and much lefs of the utility, of an hif- 
torical work, flightly to touch on a few of the 
7ntr<xhie- principal heads, i. Almoft all the flowers, the 
fruits^&c. ^^^bs, and the fruits, that grow in our European 
gardens, are of foreign extraftion, which, in ihaiiy 
cafes, is betrayed even by their names : the apple 
was a native of Italy, and when the Romans had 
tailed the richer flavour of the apricot, the peach, 
the pomegranate, the citron, and the orange, 

9) It is not improbable that the Greeks and Phoenicians introdoccd 
fome new aits aaii produ^ionstnio the neigllbo«rbu«d of MaHeiltet 
sndGades. « 

• ^ they 
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they contented themfelvej with applying; to all c h a p. 

thefe new fruits the common denomination of ^.^mj'.mm^ 

apple, difcriminating them from each other by 

the additional epithet of their country, a. In The vine. 

the time of Homer, the vine grew wild in the 

ifland of Sicily, and mod probably in the adja« 

cent continent ; but it was not improved by the 

ikill, nor did it afford a liquor grateful to the 

tafte, of the favage inhabitants^. A thoufand 

years afterwards, Italy could boaft, that of the ' 

fourfcore moft generous and celebrated wines^ 

more than two-thirds were produced from her , 

foil '. The blefling . was foon communicated to 

the Narbonnefe province of Gaul ; but (o intenfe 

was the cold to the north of the Cevennes, that^ 

in the time of Strabo, it was thought impoflible 

to ripen the grapes in thofe parts of Gaul**- 

This difficulty, however, was gradually vanquiflied } 

and there is fome reafon to believe^ that the 

vineyards of Burgundy are as old as the age of 

the Antonines*'. 3. The olive, in the weftem Thcoilrc, 

world, followed the progrefs of peace, of which 

it was confidered as the fymbol. Two centuries 

after the foundation of Rome, both Italy and 

Africa were ftrangers to that ufeful plant; it was 

94 See Homer Odyff. 1. ist. v. 35I. 
9f Piin. Hift, Nitur. 1. xIt. 

96 Sirab. Gtograph. 1. iv. p. ai^. The intenfe cold of a Gillic 
winter wat aimed proverbial among the ancients. ^ 

97 In tike begifining of the ivth century, the orator £arotniut 
(?anegyric. Vcrer. viii. 6. edit. Dclphin.) fpcaks of the vine* in the 
territory of Autun, which were decayed through age, and the fir^ 
plantation of which was totally unknown. The Pagus Artbngnus 
is fuppofed by M. d'Anville to be thediftria of Beaune, celebrated, 
m« at prci«ll^ for out of tlie firft growths of iiurgiwdy. 
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naturalized in thofe countries; and at length car« 
ried into the heart of Spain and Gaul. The timid 
errors of the ancients, that it required a certain 
degree of heat, and could only flourifli in the 
neighbourhood of the fea, were infenfibly ex- 

Fla^ ploded by induftry and experience ''• 4* The 
cultivation of flax was tranfported from Egypt to 
Gaul, and enriched the whole country, however 
it might impoveriih the particular lands on which 

Arhficiaj j^ ^j^^^ fown**. 5. The ufe of artificial grafles 
became ^miliar to the formers both of Italy and 
the provinces, particularly the Lucerne, which 
derived its name and origin from Media '^. The 
aflured fupply of wholefome and plentiful food 
for the cattle during winter, multiplied the nurn* 
l)er of the flocks and herds, which in their turn 
contributed to the fertility of the foil. To all 
thefe improvements may be added an arduous 
attention to mines and fiflieries, which, by em- 
ploying a multitude of laborious hands, ferve to 
increafe the pleafures of the neb, and the fub* 

Gtaeral' fiftence of the poor. The elegant treatifc of 

P^*"*T' Columella defcribes the advanced ftate of the Spa- 
nifli hufbandry, under the reign of Tiberius ; 
and it n^ay be obferved, that (hofe famines, whicl\ 
fo frequently a0liCked the infant republic, were 
feldon^ or never experienced by the extenfive 
empire of Home* The accidental fcarcity, in 
any fmgle province, was immediately relieved by 
the plenty of its more fortunate neighbours, 

/ 9< PHn. Hift. Natur. 1. xv. 
99 PHn. Hift. Natur. I. xix. 

!•« See the tgrteable Eflayt on Agriculture by Mr. Harte» in 
vbi<h he hat colliAcil all that the anctentt and mockma hav« Ikid 
«l lucerne* 
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Agricnlfure is the foundation of manufaftures ; chap. 
fince the produdtions of nature are the materials ^: — ,^-iu^ 
of art. Under the Roman empire, the labour of ^'ts ©r 
an induftrious and ingenious people was varioufly, ***"'y* 
but inceflantly employed, in the fervice of the 
rich. In their drefs, their table, their houfes, 
and their furniture, the favourites of fortune 
united every refinement of conveniency, of ele* 
gance, and of fplendour, whatever could foothe 
their pride, or gratify their fenfuaUty. Such 
refinements, under the odious name of luxury, 
have been feverely arraigned by the moralifts of 
every age; and it might perhaps be more con* 
dudve to the virtue, as well as happinefs, of 
mankind, if all pofleiTed the neceflaries, and none 
the Aiperfluities, of life. But in the prefent im- 
perfeA condition of fociety, luxury, though it may 
proceed from vice or folly, feems to be the only 
means that can correct the unequal diflribution 
of property* The diligent mechanic, and the 
fldlful artifl, who have obtained no fbare in the 
divifion of the earth, receive a voluntary tax from 
the pofleflbrs of land ; and the latter are prompt^ 
ed, by a fenre of interefl, to improve thofe 
eftates, with whofe produce they may purchafe 
additional pleafures. This operation, the par- 
ticular effefts of which are felt in every fociety, 
z&td with much more diffufive energy in the 
Roman world. The provinces would foon have 
been exhaufted of their wealth, if the manufac- 
tures and commerce of luxury had not infenfibly 
reftored to the induftrious fubjefts, the fums which 
were cxafted from them by the arms and autho- 

G 4 "^y 
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rity of Rome. A$ long as the circulation was 
confined within the bounds of the empire, it im« 
preffed the political machine with a new degree 
of adivity, and its confequences, fometimes bene^r 
ficial, could never become pernicious* 
Foreign But it IS no eafy ta{k to confine luxury within 

^ * ^* the limits of an empire. The moft remote 
countries of the ancient world were ranlacked to 
fupply the pomp and delicacy of Rome* The 
fbreft of Scythia afforded fome valuable furs. 
Amber was brought over land from the (hores of 
the Baltic to the Danube; and the barbarians 
were aftoniihed at the price which they received 
in exchange for fo ufelels a commodity '*"*• 
There was a confiderable demand for Babylonian 
carpets and other manufa^dures of the Eaft : but 
the moft important and unpopular branch of 
foreign trade was carried on with Arabia and 
India. Every year, about the time of the fum« 
mer folftiqe, a fleet of an hundred and twenty 
veffels failed from Myos-hormos, a port of £gypt 
on (he Red Sea. By the periodical aififtance of 
the Monfoons, they traverfed the ocean in about 
forty days. The coaft of Malabar, or the ifland 
of Ceylon '*'% was the ufual term of their navi- 
gation, and it was in thofe markets that thQ 

»oi Tacit. Cermania, c.45. Plin. Hift. Nit. xxxviii. fx. The 
latter oMVrved, with Ionic humour, that even faAiion had not yet 
feumi oiH the uir«f imher. Nero fent a Roman kmght to purcbale 
^ar ^u^niKiss on the (pot when it was produced ^ the coaft sf 

modern P^ufTia. 

'«* Caikd Taprobana by the Rnmanty and Screndib by the 
Arabi. ft w. s dilcoveicd under the reign of Claudiu»j aod gra- 
dually btcarne the principal matt of the £ait^ 

xner- 
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merchants from the mnre remote countries of ^ ^.^ ^* 
Afia expefted their arrival. The return of th« w^-w^^*^ 
fleet of Egypt was fixed to the months of Decern* 
ber or January ; and as foon as their rich 
cargo had Seen tranfported on the backs of 
camels, from the Red Sea to the NJe, and had 
defcended that river as far as Alexandria, it was 
poured, without delay, into the capital of the 
empire '°'. The objefts of oriental traffic wert 
fplendid and trifling : filk^ a pouud of which was 
efteemed not inferior in value to a pound of 
gold **^ ; precious ftones, among which the pearl 
clamed the firft rank after the diamond '*"' ; and 
a variety of aromatics, that were confumed in 
religious worfliip and the pomp of funerals. 
The labour and rifk of the voyage was rewarded 
with almoft incredible profit; but the profit was 
made upon Roman fubjeds, and a few indivi* 
duals were enriched at the expence of the Pub- 
lic, As the natives, of Arabia and India were Gold and 
contented with the produflions and manu&ftures 
of their own country, filver, on the fide of the 
Romans^ was the principal, if not the only indru^ 
ment of commerce. It was a complaint worthy 
of the gravity of the fenate, that in the purfuit 
of female ornaments, the wealth of the (late 

««S Plin. Hift Nsmr. I. vi. Strabo, ). xvii. 

>(»4 Hift. Auguft. p. »i4. A fill^fat-ment was confiJered at aa 
ornament to a woman, but as a diig>ace to a in.«n. 

'05 The two great pear) filhi-ries wt.re the fame as at prefcnt, 
Ormuz and Ci^pe Comorin. As well as we can compare ancient with 
modern geography. Romp was fupi-lied with diamonds from the 
mine of Jumerpur, in Bengal^ which ib delciibcd in tbc^ Voyage's da 
T^vernJer, torn. ti. p. x8(» 
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Hwis iiiccoverably given away to foreign and hof- 
tile nations'^. The annual lofs is computed, 
by a writer of an inquifitive but cenforious tern-, 
per, at upwards of eight hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling'^. Such was the ftyle of dif- 
content, brooding over the dark profpeft of ap« 
proaching poverty. And yet if we compare the 
proportion between gold and (ilver as it flood in 
the time of Pliny, and as it was fixed in the reign 
of Conflantine, we fhall difcover within that 
period a very confiderable increafe"*'. There is 
not the leaft reafon to fuppofe that gold was 
become more fcarce ; it is therefore evident that 
filver was grown more common ; that whatever 
might be the amount of the Indian and Arabian 
exports, they were far from exhaufling the wealth 
of the Roman world ; and that the produce of 
the mines abundantly fuj^lied the demands of 
commerce. 

Nocwithftanding the propenfity of mankind 
to exalt the paft, and to depreciate the prefent, 
the tranquil and profperous flate of the empire 
was warmly felt, and honeflly cQnfefTed, by the 
Jetilcfr ^ provincials as well as Romans. •' They acknow- 
" ledged that the true principles of focial life, 
** laws, agriculture, and fcience, which had been 
** firfl invented by the wifdom of Athens, were 
*' now firmly eflablifhed by the power of Rome, 

ic6 Tacit. Annal. iii. 5*. In a fpeecb of Tibeiiui. 

^^7 Ptin. Hift. Natur. xii. iS. In another place he computet half 
that (utn ; Qntngentiet H. S. for India excluljve of Arabia. 

|<>S Xhe proportion which was 1 to so, and 12)-, tok to i4|» 
the legal regulation of Conftantine. See Arbuthuot*a Tables of 
ancient Coin>| c. v. 

•* under 
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^^ under whofe aufpiciouft influence the fierceft chap., 

^< barbarians were united by an equal govern* <^^i>^l— ^ 

^^ ment and common language. They affirm^ 

'^ that with the improvement of arcs, the human 

** fpecies was viHbly multiplied. They cdc- 

'^ brate the increafing fplendour of the cities, 

^ the beautiful face of the country, cultivated 

*^ and adorned like an immenfe garden ; and the 

*^ long feftival of peace, which was enjoyed by 

^^ lb many nations, forgetful of their ancient 

^^ animofities, and delivered from the apprehen- 

*• fion of future danger '*•.** Whatever fuf- 

picions may be fuggefted by the air of rhetoric 

and declamation, which feems to prevail in thele 

paflages, the fubftance of them is perfectly agree* 

able to hiftoric truth. 

It was fcarcely poffible that the eyes of contem* OtciincoC 
porarie^ ibould difcover in the public felicity the ^^^'^^ 
latent caufes of decay and corruption. This long 
peace, and the uniform government of the Ro- 
mans, introduced a flow and fecret poifon.into the 
vitals of the empire. The minds of men were 
gradually reduced to the fame level, the fire 
of genius was extinguiOied, and even the mili- 
tary fpirit evaporated. The natives of Europe 
were brave and robud. Spain, Gaul, Britain, 
and lUyricum, fupplied the legions with excel- 
lent foldiers, and condituted the real ftrength 
of the monarchy. Their perfonal valour remained, 
but they no longer poflefled that public cou- 
rage which is nouriflied by the love of independ<« 

■^ Among many other pflagei, fee Pliny (Hift. Natnr. tii* s.)» 
Ariftidcf (de Urbe Roma), and Tcrtulliao (d^ Anina, c. so.)* 

ence. 
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ence, the fenfe of national honour, the prefencc 
of danger, and the habit of command. They 
received laws and governors from the will of their 
fovereign, and traded for their defence to a mer» 
cenary army. The poftetity of their boldeft 
leaders was contented with the rank of citizens 
and fubjefts. The mod afpiring fpirits reforted 
to the court or ftandard oiF the emperors ; and 
the deferted provinces, deprived of political 
ftrength or union, infenfibly funk into the languid 
indifference of private life, 
of genius. The love of letters, almoft infeparable from 
peace and refinement, was fafliionable among the 
fubjeds of Hadrian and the Antonines, who were 
themfelves men of learning and curiolity. It was 
diff*ufed over the whole extent of their empire ; 
the mod northerii tribes of Britons had acquired 
atafte for rhetoric; Homer as well as Virgil 
were tranfcribed and dudied on the banks of the 
Rhine and Danube ; and the mod liberal rewards 
fought out the fainted glimmerings of literary 
merit "^ The fcienc'es of phyfic and adronomy 

tio Herodes Atticut gave the fopbift Polemo above eight thou, 
fand pounds for three declamations. See Philoftrat. i. i. p. 55S, 
The Antonines founded a fthool at Athens, in which profefTors of 
gramn^ar, rhetoric, politics, and ihe four great fefts of philofophy, 
were maintnined at the public expence for the inftru^ion of youth* 
The faL.ry of a philoiopKer was ten thoufund dtachnna*, between 
three and (our hundred pounds a year. Siaular eftablifhments were 
iortned in the other gnat cities of the empire. See Lucian in Eu- 
nuch, toiu.ii. p. 353. edit. Reira. Hitolirat. 1. ii. p. 566. Hift« 
Auguft. p. ai. Dion Cniuus, 1. Ixxi. p. 1195. Juvenal himfelf^ 
in a morcfe fatire, which in evtry line betrays his own difappoint* 
^ent and envy, is obliged^ hcwevcr, to fay, 

—J — O Juvcne?, circumfpicit er agitat vos, 
MACertatnquefibi Dacis induigeniia quaeril, 

Satir. vii. so. 

wer^ 
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were fuccefsfuHy cultivated by the Greeks ; the c h a p, 
obfervatiotis of Ptolemy and the writings of Galen 
are ftudied by thofe who have improved their 
difcoveries and corredled their errors ; but if we 
except the inimitable Lucian, this age of indo* 
lence pafied away without having produced a 
fingle writer of originsil genius, or who excelled 
in the arts of elegant compofition. The authority 
of Plato and Ariftotle, of Zeno and Epicurus, 
ftill reigned in the fchools ; and their lyftemsf, 
tranfmitted with blind deference from one gene- 
ration of difciples to another, precluded every 
generous attempt to exercife the powers, or 
enlarge the limits, of the human mind. The beau« 
ties of the poets and orators, indead of kindling 
a fire like their own, infpired only cold and fer* 
Tile imitations : or if any ventured to deviate 
from thofe models, they deviated at the fame 
time from good fenfe and propriety. On the 
reyival of letters, the youthful vigour of the ima* 
ginatlon, after' a long repofe, national emulation, 
a new religion, new languages, and a new world, 
called forth the genius of Europe. But the gro- 
vincials of Rome, trained by an uniform artificial 
foreign education, were engaged in a very un- 
equal competition with thofe bold ancients, who, 
by expreifing their genuine feelings in their native 
tongue, had already occupied every place of 
honour. The name of Poet was almoft forgotten ; 
that of Orator was ufurped by the fophifts. A 
cloud of critics, of compilers, of commentators, 
darkened the face of learning, and the decline 
of genius was foon followed by the corruption 
of taite. 

The 
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The fublime Longiaus, who in fomewhat a 
later period, and in the court of a Syrian queen^ 
preferved the fpirit of ancient Athens, obferves 
and laments this degeneracy of his contempora- 
ries, which debafed their fentiments, enervated 
their courage, and deprefled their talents. ^ In 
** the fame manner," fays he, " as fome children 
^^ always remain pigmies, whofe infant limbs 
*• have been too clofely confined ; thus our ten* 
^* der minds, fettered by the prejudices and habits 
*^ of a jufl fervitude, are unable to expand 
*• themfelvcs, or to attain that well-proportioned 
^ greatnefs which we admire in the ancients; 
** who, living under a popular government, wrote 
** with the fame freedom as they afted'"/* 
This diminutive ftature of mankind, if we pur- 
ine the metaphor, was daily finking below the 
old Itandard, and the Roman world was indeed 
peopled by a race of pigmies; when the fierce 
giants of the north broke in, and mended the 
puny breed. They reftored a manly fpirit of 
freedom ; and after the revolution of ten centuries, 
freedom became the happy parent of tafte and 
fcience. 

«t< Longin. de Sublim. c. 43* P* ««9* edit. Toll. Here too we 
may fay of Longinut. ** his own example ftrengthent i\\ his laws.** 
Inftead of propofing his fentiments with a manly boldneft, he infinu- 
atcs them with the moft guarded caution ; puts rhem into the mouth 
of a friend* and, as far as we can colieft from a corrupted text, 
makes a fliew of refuting them himfelf. 
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CHAP. in. 

Of tie Con/iitution of the Roman Empire^ in the 
jige of the Antonines. 



CHAP. 

III. 



T^HE obvious definition of a monarchy feems 
to be that of a ftate, in which a (ingle per« 
fon, by whatfoever name he may be diftinguilhed, J^^^^^- 
is entrufted with the execution of the laws, the 
manageinent of the revenue, and the command 
of the army. But, unlefs public liberty is protected 
by intrepid and vigilant guardians, the authority of 
fo formidable a magidrate will foon degenerate 
into defpotifm. The influence of the clergy, in 
an age of fuperftition, might be ufefuUy employed 
to a&rt the rights of mankind ; but fo intimate 
is the connexion between the throne and the altar, 
that the banner of the church has very feldoni 
been feen on the fide of the people. A mar- 
tial nobility and ftubborn commons, poflelTed 
of arms, tenacious of property, and collected into, 
conftitutional alfemblies, form the only balance 
capable of preferving a free conftitution agaiaft 
enterprifes of an afpiring prince. 

Every barrier of the Roman conftitution had Sitnutioii 
been levelled by the vaft ambition of the Die- tL"^"^"^* 

J tut* 

tator; every fence had been extirpated by the 
cruel hand of the Triumvir. After the viftory 
of A£tium, the fate of the Roman world 
depended on the will of Oftavianus, furnamed 
Caeiar, by hb uncle's adoption, and afterwards 
2 Auguftusy 
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Auguftus, by the flaf tery of the fenate. The con- 
queror was at the head of forty-four veteran le* 
gions*, confcious of their own ftrcngth, and of 
the weaknefs of the conRitution, habituated^ 
during twenty years civil war, to every aft of 
blood and violence, and paffionately devoted to 
the houfe of Caefar, from whence alone chey had 
received, and cxpeQed, the moft laviih rewards. 
The provinces, long opprefled by the miniilers 
of the republic, fighed for the government of a 
fingle perfon, who would be the mafter, not the 
accomplice, of thofe petty tyrants. The people 
of Rome, viewing, with a fecret pleafure, the 
humiliation of the ariflocracy, denranded only 
bread and public fhows j and were fupplied with 
both by the liberal hand of Auguftus. The rich 
and polite Italians, who had almod univerfally 
embraced the philofophy of Epicurus, enjoyed 
the prefent bleffings of eafe and tranquillity, and 
fufiered not the pleafmg dream to be interrupted 
by the memory of their old tumultuous freedom. 
t^Tith its power, the fenate had loft its dignity; 
many of the moft noble families were extind. 
The republicans of fpirit and ability had periflied 
in the field of battle, or in the profcription. 
The door of the affembly had been defignedly 
left open, for a mixed multitude of more than a 
thoufand perfons, who refleded difgrace upon 
tlieir rank, inftead of deriving honour from it \ 

» Orofius, ▼!. 1 8. 

^ Julius Csfar introduced foldlers, ftrangfrs, and half.barbarian^ 
into the fenate (Sueton. in Ccfar. c.yy.So.}.' Thf abufe became 
fiiU more icaadaioui after his desth* 

5 The 
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The reformation of the fenate was one of the c h a p. 
firft fteps in which Auguftus laid afide the ty. v-JJ^ 
rant, and profefled himfelf the father of his coun- He reforms 
try. He was eleded cenfor; and, in concert 
with his faithful Agrippa, he examined the lift of 
the fenators, expelled a few members, whofe vices 
or whofe obftinacy required a public example^ 
perfuaded near two hundred to prevent the fhame 
of an expulfion by a voluntary retreat, raifed 
the qualification of a fenator to about ten thoufand 
pounds^ created a fufficient number of Patrician 
families, and accepted for himfelf the honour- 
able title of Prince of the Senate, which had 
always been beftowed, by the cenfors, on the 
citizen the moft eminent for his honours and fer- 
vices '• . But whilft he thus reftored the dignity, 
he deftroyed the mdependence, of the fenate. T^e 
principles of a free conftitution are irrecoverably 
loft, when the legiilative power is nominated by the 
executive. v 

Before an aflembly thus modelled and pre- Refignshit 
pared; Auguftus pronounced a ftiidied oration, "^J^^ 
which difplayed his patriotifm, and difguifed his 
ambition. . *< He lamented, yet excufed, his paft 
<< condu^. Filial piety had required at his 
^ hands the revenge of his father's murder ; the 
*' humanity of his own nature had fometimes 
^* given way to the ftern laws of neceffity, and 
•* to a forced connexion with two unworthy col« 
•« leagues : as long as Aiitony lived, the republic 

3 Diott CaOiQti l.iii. p. 693. Suetonius in Augaft. c. $$* 

Vou L H « forbad 
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^^ fbrbad him to abandon her to a degenerate Rd^ 
*^ Man, and a barbarian queen. He was now at 
^^ Kbtttj to fatisfy bis duty and his inclination. 
*• He fdlemnly reftdred the fenate and people to 
<* all their ancient rights ; ahd wiihed only to 
*« itimgle with the crowd of his fellow-citizens, 
*^ and to fhare theblellings \irhich he had obtained 
« for his country */* 
ji preraiU It "iVould require the pen of Tacitus (if Tacitus 
IrtiZtT had affiRcd at this affembly) to defcribe the va- 
under the rf^j^ emotions of the fenate; thofc that were 
Emperor or fupprefled, land thofe that were aflfefted. It 
Geneiai. ^^g. dangerous to truft the fincerity of Auguilus ; 
to feem to diftruft it, was ftill more dangerous. 
The refp^dive adrantages of monarchy and a 
republic hate often divided fpecutative inquirers ; 
the prefent greatnefs of the Roman ftate, the 
corruption €>f manners, and the licence of the 
ibldiers^. fupplied new arguments to the advo- 
cates of monarchy; and thefe general views of 
government were again warped by the hopes and 
fears of each individual* Amidft this confufion 
of ' fentiments, the anfwer of the fenate was una* 
Aitnousand decifive. They refiifed to aecept the 
refignation of Auguftus ; they conjured fcim not 
to defert the republic which he had faved. 
After a decent refiftance, the crafty tyrant fub- 
initted to the orders of the fenate, and confented 
to receive the government bf the provinces, 

4> Dion (1. Ilii. p, 69S.) gives us a prolix and lx>mbaft fpeecb oa 
this great occafion, I have borrowt J from Suetonius «nd Tackus the 
general language of Auguftus. 

and 
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and the general command of the Roman armies, ^ ^^^ ^* 
under the well-known names of Proconsul and ^^^^■ v w 
Impbrator '• But he would receive them onl^ 
for ten years. Even before the expiration of that 
period, he hoped that the wounds of civil difr 
cord would be completely healed, and that the 
republic, reftored to its priftine health and v»^ 
gour, would no longer require the dangerous 
interpofition of fo extraordmary a magiftrate* 
The memory of this comedy, repeated feveral 
times during the life of Auguftus, was preferved 
to the lad ages of the empire, by the peculiar 
pomp with which the perpetual monarchs of 
Rome always folemnized the tei\th years of their 
reign*. 

Without any violation of the principles of the Power of 
conftitution, the general of the Roman armies S^„e^^*" 
might receive and exercife an authority almoft 
defpodc over the foldiers, the enemies, and the 
fubjeds of the reput>lic. With regard to the 
foldiers, the jealoufy of freedom had, even from 
the earlieft ages of Rome, given way to thcl 
hopes of conqueft, and a juft fenfe of military 
difcipline* The didator, or conful, had a right 
to command the fervice of the Roman youth; 
and to punifh an obftinate or cowardly difobe- 
dience by the moil fevere and ignominious p&i 

. S b^Mtor (from which we ha?e derived Emperor) fignififtd under 
the republic no more than geturat, and was emphatically bettowed bf 
the foldierSy when on the tieid of battle they proclaimed iheir vi6lori^ 
oils leader worthy of that title. \Vlien the Roman emptrvrs aflumcd it 
in tdat fenfe, they placed it after their iiamft, and marJted how often 
fbey had taken it. 
^ Piooy i« liii* p« 703, ki. 

H a nalties^^ 
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c H jA P. aalties, by fltikihg the offender out of the lift 
of citizens, by confifcating his property, and by 
felling hh perfon into ilavery ^i The mod facred 
rights of freedom, confirmed by the Porcian and 
Sempronian laws, were fufpended by the mili- 
tary engagement. In bis camp the general ex- 
-ercifed an abiblute power of life and death ; hrs 
jurifdidion was not confined by any forms oi 
.trial, or rules of proceeding, and the execution 
of the fentence was immediate and without ap- 
peal \ The choice of the enemies of Rome was 
regularly decided by the legiflative authority. 
The moft important refolutions of peace and war 
were ferioufly debated in the fenate, and folemnfy 
ratified by the people. But when the arms of 
the legions were carried to a great diftance from 
Italy^ the generals aiTumed the liberty of direft- 
ing them againft whaterer people, and in what- 
ever manner, they judged moft advantageous for 
the public fervice. It was from the fuccefs, not 
from the juftice, of their enterprifes, that they 
cxpefted the honours df a triumph. In the ufe 
of viftory, efpecially after they were no longer 
controlled by the commiffioners of the fenate, 
they exercifed the moft unbounded defpotifm. 
When Pompey commanded in the eaft, he re- 
warded his foldiers and allies, dethroned princes, 

7 Livy Epitom. 1. xiv. Vale;*. Maxim, vi. }. 

* Sfe*in th.e viiith book of Livy» the coiid(j6\ of Manlius Torqua- 
tut and Papirius Curfor. They violated the lawi of nature and 
humanity, but they afTeitcd tbofe of military difciplinej ai)d the 
people, who abhorred the aflion, wa» obliged to rtf^e^ the prin- 
ciple, 

divided 
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divided kingdoms, founded colonies, and diftri- ^ ^^^ ^' 
buted the treafures of Mithridates. On his re* ^^^^^^^m^ 
turn to Rome, he obtained, by a fingle ad of the 
fenate and people, the univerfal ratification of all 
his proceedings ^ Such was the power over the 
fpldiers, and over the enemies of Rome, which 
was either granted to, or afiumed by, the generals 
of the republic* They were, at the fame time, the 
governors, or rather monarchs, of the conquered 
provinces, united the civil with the military charac« 
ter, adminiftered juftice as well as the finances, and 
exercifed both the executive and legiilative power 
of the (late. 

From what has been already obferved in fhe licute- ^ 
firft chapter of this work, feme notion may be cmp^^w!''*^ 
formed of the armies and provinces thus ih- 
trufted to the ruling hand of Auguftus. But as it 
W2S impofiible that be could perfonally command 
the legions of fo many diftant frontiers, he was^ 
mdulged by the fenate, as Fompey had already 
been, in the permiffion of devolving the execu- 
tion of his great office on a fufficient number of 
lieutenants. In rank and authority thefe officers 
feemed not in&rior to the ancient proconfuls; 
but their (Ration was dependent and precarious* 
'^bey recejypd ^4 ^^^^ their f:ommiifions at 

9 By the JaviH but uncpiiftrtincd fuffragcs of the people, Poin|«ey 
had obtained a iniluary comno?ind fcarcely inferior lo that of Augiii"- 
tui. Among the extraordinary a^s of power executed by the for- 
vner, we may remark the foundation of tweoty-nlne cities, ai\d thff 
diifa^bution of three or four millions fterling to his troops. The ra. 
tification of his a6)$ met with fome oppcfition and delays in the fe* 
Date. See Plutarch^ Appianj Dion4i?anius> and the Brft book of the 
epiftles to Atticus. 

- ' H3 the 
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t&e 5¥iU of a fup^rior, to whofe aufpidous infiu* 
•nee the merit of their zGdon \pas legally attri* 
buted ■**♦ They were the reprefenra lives of the' 
emperor. The emperor alone was the general of 
the repnbKc, and his juriidi&iony civil as well as 
military, extended over all the conquefts of Rome* 
It was fome fatisfadion, however, to the fenate, 
that he always delegated his power to. the members 
df their body. The Imperial lieutenants were of 
confuiar or praetorian dignity ; the legions were 
commanded by fenators, and the prsefedure of 
Egypt was the only important truft committed to a 
Roman knight. 
DWi£on of Within fix days after Auguftus had been com- 
^.cti^be. Polled to accept fo very liberal a grant, he rc- 
twcen the foLved to gratify the pride of the fenate by an eafy 
and the fe- facrifice*. He reprefented to them, that they had 
enlarged his powers, even beyond that degree 
which might be required by the melancholy con- 
dition of the times. They had not permitted 
him to refufe the laborious command of the ar- 
mies and the frontlets; but he mud in(ift oq. 
being allowed to reftore the more peaceful and 
ftcure pi-ovinces, to the mild adminiftration of 
the civil magiftrate. In the divifion of the pro- 
Vlhcise, Auguftus provided for his own power^ 

<° Undfcr ehe commonwraltb^ a tdumph could only \^ claimed Ky 
the gcninil, who was au^honfed to take the AuCpicea m tha name 
of the peoule. By an exaft confequence drawn Irom khia principle 
of policy and religion, the triumph was referved to the emperor { «n4 
Bis moft fuccefsful lieutehants were iatiafied with Ibme marks of dif- 
tindion, which, under the name of triumphal honours4 were iovente4 
p their favour. 
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and for the dignity of the repuUic. The p?o- ° ^^ * 
confuls of the fenace, particularly tl^pfe of Afia, ^^ m ^^^ 
Greece, and Africa, enjoyed a more bonqurable 
charader than the lieutenants of the emperof, 
who commanded in Ganl or Syria. %ht fm-mer 
were attended by liflors, the latter by foldiers. 
A law was paffed, th^t wherever the emperor was 
prefent, his extraordinary commiffion (hould fuper- 
fede the ordinary jurifdiftion of the governor ; a 
cuftom was introduced, that the new conquefts be- 
longed to the Imperial portion ; and it was foon 
difcovered, that the authority of the Prince, the h^ 
vourite epithet of Auguftus, was the fame in every 
part of the empire. 

In return for this imaginary conceilion, Au» The for. 
guftus obtained an important .privilege, which li^rTerhft 
rendered him mafter of Rome and Italy. By a "»»'"*»^y _, 

. L • • . command 

dangerous exception to the ancient maxt^ns, he andguardt 
was authorized to preferve \ih military command, ("fcjf;'"^ 
fupported by a numerous body of guards, even 
in time of peace, and in the heart of the capital. 
His command, indeed, was confined to thofe 
citizens who were engaged in the fervice by the 
military oath ; but fuch was the ptopenfity of the 
Romans to fervitude, that the oath was voluntarily 
taken by the niagiftr^t^s, the feo^tors, an^ th^ 
equeltriafi order, till the homage of flattery was in- 
fenfibly converted into an annual and felemn pro- 
teftatipn of fidelity. 

Although Auguftus confidered a military force conAiiar 
fts the firmeft foundation, he wifely rejefted it, as J^"/'a|[***"* 
a very odious inftrument of government. It was powers. 

m(a9 ^xeff^ t9 W tsmp^u ^ wk^U )»s to hw 

w 4 policy* 
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CHAP, policy^ to reign under the venerable names of 
ancient magiftracy, and artfully to colle£t, in his 
own perfon, all the fcattered rays of civil jurif* 
didion. With this view, he permitted the fenate 
to confer upon him, for his life, the powers of 
the confular " and tribunitian offices '% whicf) 
were, in the fame manner, continued to all his 
fucceflbrs. The confuls had fucceeded to the 
kings of Rome, and reprefented the dignity of 
the ftate. They fuperintended the ceremonies 
of religion, levied and commanded the legions, 
gave audience to foreign ambalTadors, and pre- 
fided in the aflfemblies both of the fenate and 
people. The general control of the finances was 
intruded to their care ; and though they feldom 
had leifure to adminifter juftice in perfon, they 
were confidered as the fupreme guardians of law, 
equity, and the public peace. Such was their 
ordinary jurifdidlion ; but whenever the fenate 
empowered the firft magiftrate to confult the 
fafety of the commonwealth, he was raifed by 
that degree above the laws, and enrcifed, in the 
defence of liberty, a temporary defpotifm *K 

The 

*> Cicero (de Legibui, iii. %.) gives the confular oQice the name 
of Mtgis fdejht t and Polybius (1. vi. c. 3.) obferrea three powers m 
the Roman conftitution. The monarchical wai reprefented and ex- 
ercifed by the Confult. 

>* As the tribunitian power (diftinft from the annual office) was 
firft invented for the Diftator Cstfar (Dion« 1. xliv. p. sS4.)» vre may 
eafily conceive^ that it was given as a reward for having (b nobly af- 
fertedy by arms, the (acred rights of the tribunes and people* See bia 
own Commentariesi de Bell. Civil, 1. i. 

*S Augoftus exercired nine annual confulfhips without intemip- 
tion. He then moft artfully refoftd that magiftracy, ai well as the 

di^itator- 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 105 

The character of the tribunes was, in every re- ^ "^ p* 
fpt€tj diflferent from that of the confuls. The 
appearance of the former was modeft and hum* 
ble ; but their perfons were facred and inviolable. 
Their force was fuited rather for oppolition than 
for adion. They were inftituted to defend the 
opprefled, to pardon offences, to arraign the 
enemies of the people, and, when they judged it 
necefiary, to ftop, by a (ingle word, the whole 
machine of government. As long as the repub- 
lic fubfifted, the dangerous influence, which ei- 
ther the conful or the tribune might derive from 
their refpedive jurifdiflion, was diminifhed by 
feveral important reflriftions. Their authority 
expired with the year in which they were elefted ; 
the former office was divided between two, the 
latter among ten perfons; and, as both in their 
private and public intereft they were averfe to 
each other, their mutual conflids contributed, 
for the moft part, to ftrengthen rather than to 
deftroy the balance of the conflitution. But 
when the confular and tribunitian powers were 
united, when they were veiled for life in a fingle 
perfon, when the general pf the army was, at 
the &me time, the minifler of the fenate and the 
reprefentative of the Roman people, it was im- 
poffiUe to refifl the' exercife, nor was it eafy to 
define the limits, of his Imperial prerogative. 

diAatorihip^ abfented himfelf from Rome, and waited till the fatal 
cffeds of tumult and fa^lion forced the fenate to inveft him with a 
perpetual confulfliip. Auguftui, at well ai hit fucceflbrt, afFe6led^ 
Itovcfer, to cooccal fo invidioua a title. 

To 
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c H A P. To thfife accumulated honours, the policy t>f 
\— i^v^w Auguftus fooa added the fplendid as well as im'^ 
Impcnii portant dignities "of fupreme pontiff, and of cen* 
tivci. for. By the former he acquired the management 
of the religion, and by the latter a legal infpec- 
tion over the manners and fortunes, of the Ro« 
man people* If fo many didind and indepeiad- 
ent powers did not exattly^ unite with each 
other, the complaifance of the fenate was pre* 
pared to fupply every deficiency by the moft 
ample and extraordinary conceffions. The em- 
perors, as the firft minifters of the republic, 
were exempted from the obligation and penalty 
of many inconvenient laws : they were autho- 
rized to convoke the fenate, to make feveral mo- 
tions in the fame day, to recommend candidates 
for the honours of the (late, to enlarge the bounds 
of the city, to employ the revenue at their dif» 
cretion, to declare peace and war, to ratify trea«. 
ties } and by a moft comprehenfive claufe, they 
were empowered to execute whatfoever they 
ihould judge advantageous to the empire, and 
agreeable to the majefty of things private or public, 
human or divine '\ 
The ma. When all the various powers of executive go^ 
pttratei. vernment were committed to the hiperial magu 
ftrate^ the ordinary magiftrates of the common- 
wealth languiflied in obficurity, without vigaufft 
and almoft without bufmefs. The names and 

u See a frigmeoc pf a I>ecrec of the Sienate, conferring 09 t%f 
emfteror Vefparuoi all tbe lowers granted to hU pr «<i«fieir«i i» Aut* 
guflits, Tiberius^ and Claudiu«. This curious and iqnftpHaot 0i||^ 
niuaeoc ii^ubliihed in Gruter^s Infcripiioos, t^o. ccxiii. 

forms 
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forms of the ancient adaiinifl:ni:iion were preftrv- c m a p. 
ed, by Auguftus, with the moft anxioas care. 
The ufual number of confuU, prsetors, and tri« 
bunes", were annually invefted with their re- 
fpeAive enfigns of office, and continued to dif- 
charge fome of their leaft important funftions. 
Hiofe honours ftill attracted the vain ambition 
of the Romans } and the emperors tbemfelves, 
diough invefted for life with the powers of the 
confulihip, freqoently afpired to the title of that 
annual dignity, which they condefcended to 
fhare with the moft illuftrious of their fellow** 
citizens ' . In the election of thefe magiftrates^ 
the people, during the reign of Auguftus, were 
permitted to expoFe all the inconveniences of a 
wild democracy. That artful prince, inftead of 
difcovering the leaft fymptom of impatience, 
humbly folicited their fuffrages for himfelf or his 
friends, and fcrupuloufly pradifed all the duties 



*f Two confalfl were created on the Calends of January $ bat \n 
ike courfc .f the year others were fubttituted in their placet, till the 
tonnal number items to have amounted to no lefs than twelve. 
The praetors were utually (ixteen or eighteen (Lipfius in Excurf. D. 
ad Tacit. AnniL i. i ). I have not mentioned the ^diles or Qua^r- 
tori. iJfficers of the police or revenue eifiiy adapt themfelves lo auf 
iiMOi of government. In the time of Nero, the tribunes legally 
pofieCed the right of iatmeJioM^ though it n)i^ht be dangerous to 
czercife it (Tacit. Annal. xvi. %6,), In the time of Trajan, it was 
doobtful whether the tribuneihip was an olHce or a name (Plin* 
Epift. i. *%•)• 

If The tyrants themfelves were ambitious of the conTulfliip. The 
Tirtooas princes were moderate in the porfuit, and exafl in the dif- 
chargc of it. Trajan itvived tlie ancient oath, and fwore before the 
confurs tribunal^ that he ^oold obferve the laws (Plin. Paa^ric. 
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c H A F. of an ordinary candidate ^\ But we may ven- 
ture to afcribe to his councils, the lirfl: meafure 
of the fucceeding reign, by which the eleftions 
were transferred to the fcnate '*. The alJembUes 
of the people were for ever abolifiied, and the 
emperors were delivered from a dangerous muU 
titude, who, without reftoring liberty, might 
have difturbed, and perhaps endangered, the 
eftablilhed government. 

Thefe- By declaring themfelves the proteftors of the 

people, Marius and CaoTar had fubverted the 
conftitution of their country. But as foon as 
the fenate had been humbled and difarmed, fuch 
an affembly, confiding of five or fix hundred per- 
fphs, was found a much more tradable and ufer 
ful inftrument of dominion. It was on the dig* 
nity of the fenate, that Auguftus and his fuc- 
cefTors founded their new empire; and they af- 
feded, on every occafion, to adopt the languagis 
and principles of Patricians. In the adminiflra- 
tion of their own powers, they frequently con- 
fulted the great national council, and feemed to 
refer to its decifion the moft important concerns 
of peace and war. Rome, Italy, and the inter-> 
nal provinces, were fubject to the immediate jurif- 
diclionof the fenate. With regard to civil ob- 

X7 Quoties Magidratuum Comitiis inMrelTet. * Tiibus cum can- 
didatis fuis circuibat : inppticabarque more folemni. Fciiebac et iple 
Aiffiagium in tribubus, ut unus e populo. Suetonius in Auguit. 
C.56. 

. >* Turn primumComitia e campo ad patret tranflata funt. Tacit« 
Anna), i. 15, The woni primum feems to allude to fome faint and 
unfticcefsful efforts* which were tnade towards reftoring them to th^ 
people* 

jefts. 
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jeftsj It was the fupreme court of appeal ; wifli ^ ^ f p* 
regard to criminal matters, a tribunal, conftituted ^-^w>^ 
for the trial of all offences that were committed 
by men in any public ftation, or that affe£ted the 
peace and majefty of the Roman people. The 
exercife of the judicial power became the moft 
frequent and ferious occupation of the fenate; 
and the important caufes that were pleaded be- 
fore them, afforded a lad refuge to the fpirit of 
ancient eloquence. As a council of ftate, and as 
a court of juftice, the fenate poffeffed very con- 
fiderable prerogatives; but in its legiflative ca* 
pacity, in which it was fuppofed virtually, to 
reprefent the people, the rights of fovereignty 
were acknowledged to refide in that affembly. 
Every power was derived from their authority, 
every law was ratified by their fati£tion. Their 
regular meetings were held on three ftated days 
in every month, the Calends, the Nones, and the 
Ides. The debates were conduced with decent 
freedom; and the ^mperors themfelves, who 
gloried in the name of fenators, fat, voted, and 
divided with their equals. 

To xefume, in a few words, the fyftem of the General 
Imperial government; as it was inftituted by imMriai* 
Auguftus, ^nd maintained by thofe princes who fyftcm. 
underdood their own intereft and that of the 
people, it may be defined an abfolute monarchy 
difguifed by the forms of a commonwealth. 
The matters of the Roman world furrounded 
their throne with darknefs, concealed their irre- 
fiftible ttrength, and humbly profeffed themfelves 

the 
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tlie accotmtable minifters of the fenate, whofe 
fttpreme decrees they diAated and obeyed *•. 
^^€01^^ The face of the court correfponded with the 
lort. ibrms of. the adminiftration. The emperors, if 

we except thofe tyrants whofe capricious folly 
violated every law of nature and decency, diC- 
thdned that pomp and ceremony which might 
. offend their countrymen, but could add nothing 
to their real power. In all the dHces of life, 
thev affedted to confound themfelves with their 
fubjeds, and maintained with them an equal in- 
-tcrcourfe of vifits and entertainments. Their 
habit, their palace, their table, were fuited only 
to the rank of an opulent fenator. Their family^ 
however numerous or fplendid, was compofed 
entirely of their domeftic flaves and ireedmen **. 
Auguftus or Trajan would have blufhed at em- 
ploymg the meaneft of the Romans in thofe me- 
nial offices, which, in the houfehold and bed- 
chamber of a limited monarch, are fo eagerly 
folicited by the proudeft nobles of Britain. 

>9 Dion Caffius (1. liii; p. 703-*7l4-)-ha' g^^^n > ^^■'7 ^^^< ^^^ 
|>artlai fketcii of tbc Imperial fyltem. To illuftrate and often to cor- 
real him, I have meditated Tacitus, examined Suetonius, and con- 
fuited the following moderns: the Abbe de la Bleterie, in the Me* 
moires de I'Academie des Infcriptions, torn. xix. xxu xxiv, xxv. 
xxvii. Beaufort, Republiqiie ^omaine^ torn. i. p. 155— '175. The 
DiflTertations of Noodt and Gronovius, tU legeRegiai printed at Ley* 
den, in the year 1731. Oravina de Imperio Romano, p. 479"544- 
of his Opufcola. MaiFei Verona Iliuftrata, p. i. p* 14.5, &c. 

^ A weak prince will always be governed by his domeftics. The 
power of (laves aggravated the /hame of the Romans } and the fenate 
p«id court to a Pallas or a NarciflTus^ There U a chance that a mo« 
dcrn favovrite may be a gentleihan. 

The 
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The deification of the emperors ** is the only ^ "[^ ^' 
infhince in which they departed from their accuf- ^^^^.-^'^^ 
tomed prudence and modefty. The Afiatic ^^^^' 
Greeks were the firft inventors, the fucceflbrs of 
Alexander the firft objeds, of this fervile and 
impious mode of adulation. It was eafily tran(^ 
ferred from the kings to the governors of Afia; 
and the Roman magiftrates very frequently were 
adored as provincial deities, with the pomp of 
altars and temples, of feftivals and facrifices **. 
It was natural that the emperors fliould not re« 
fufe what the proconfuls had accepted ; and the 
divine honours which both xhe one and the other 
received from the provinces, attefted rather the 
defpotifm than the fervitude of Rpme. But the 
conquerors foon imitated the. vanquifhed nations 
in the arts of flattery ; and the imperious fpirit 
of the firft Caefar* too eafily confented to affume,' 
during his life-time, a place among the tutelar 
deities of Rome. The milder temper of his fuc- 
ceflbr declined fo dangerous an ambition, which 
was never afterwards revived, except by the 
madnefs of Caligula and Domitian. Auguftus 
permitted indeed fome of the provincial cities 
to ered temples to his honour, on condition that 
they fliould aflbciate the worfliip of Rome with 
that of the fovereign ; he tolerated private fuper- 

*> See m treat^e of Vandate de Confecratione Principiom. It 
would be eafier for me t« copy, than it bat been to verify, the quota- 
tioii^ of that learned Dutchman. 

*« See a dillertacton of the Able Mangault in ibe firft voluma «f 
the Academy «^ lATcnptioni. 
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ftition, of which he might be the objeft *• ; but 
he contented himfelf with being revered by the 
fenate and people in bis human character/ and 
wifely left to his fucceflbr^ the care of his public 
deification. A regular cuftom was introduced, 
that on the deceafe of every emperor who had 
neither lived nor died like a tyrant, the fenate by 
a folemn decree (hould place him in the number 
of the gods: and the ceremonies of his Apo- 
theoHs were blended with thofe of his funeral. 
This legal) and, as it fhould feem,' injudicious 
profanation, fo abhorrent to our ftrifter prin- 
ciples, was received with a very faint murmur **, 
by the eafy nature of polytheifm; but it was 
received as an inflitution, not of religion but of 
policy. We fhould difgrace the virtues of the 
Antonines, by comparing them with the vices of 
Hercules or Jupiter. Even the charafter of 
Oefar or Auguftus were far fuperior to thofe 
of the popular deities. But it was the misfor- 
tune of the former to live in an enlightened age, 
and their anions were too faithfully recorded to 
admit of fuch a mixture of &ble and myftery, as 
the devotion of the vulgar requires. As foon as 
their divinity was eftablifhed by law, it funk into 
oblivion, without contributing either to their owa 
fame, or to the dignity of fucceeding princes. 

*l Jurandafque tuum per nomen ponimu» sras, fayt Horace to tlie 
emperor himfelf^ and Horace was well acquainted with the court of 
Atiguftut. 

^4 See Cicero in Philippic, i. 6. Julian in Caefaribos. Inque 
Deiim tem)>Iit jurabtt Roma per umbraa, it the iac|ignant expreflion of 
Lucan, but it ia a patriotic* rathtr than a devout iadignatioo. 
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Iq the cpnfideration of t^a Imperial goyern- chap. 
meat, we have frequently mentioned the artful v-^-^.-^ 
founder, under his well-known title of Auguftus, X"'2f,°^ 
which was not however conferred upon him till and c^r/^r. 
the edifice was almoft completed. The obfcure 
name of Odavianus, he derived from a mean 
bmily in the little town of Aricia. It was ftained 
with the blood of the profcription ; and he 
was defirous, bad it been poffible, to erafe all 
memory of his former life. The illuftrious fur^ 
name of Casfar, he had afllunedy as the adopted 
fon of the dictator ; but he had too much good 
fenfe^ either to hope to be confounded, or to 
wifii to be con^ared, with that extraordinary 
man. It was prbpofed in the fenate, to dignify 
their minifter with a new appellation : and aftef 
a very ferious difcuffion, that of Auguftus was 
chofen, among feveral others, as being the mod 
expreflive of the charader of peace and fanftity, 
which he uniformly affe£bd *^. Auguftus was 
therefore a perfonal, Cafar a family diftii^ionu 
The former ftpuld naturally have expired with 
the prince on whom it was bedowed ; and bo\y- 
ever the latter was diffuTed by adoption and fe- 
male^ailiaAce, Nero was the lad: prince who couUt 
allege any hereditary claim to the honours of the 
Julian line. But, at the time of his death, the 
practice of a ceatury had infeparably conneded 
thofe appellations 'with the Imperial dignity, and 
they have been preferved by a long fucceffion of 

*s Dion Caifiuii L \m* f* 7io. with the cunpui Annotationt of 

Voi-. L I emperors. 
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' c "A p. emperots, Romans, Greeks, Franks, and Ger- 

^.^.^v^r inans^ from the fall of the republic to the pre- 
fent time. A diftinftion was, however, foon 
introduced. The facred title of Auguftus was 
alwaCys referved for the monarch, whilft the name 
of Cxfar was more freely communicated to his 
[ relations; and, from the reign of Hadrian at 

1 lead, was appropriated to the fecond perfon in 

I the ftate, who was confidered as the prefumptive 

heir of the empire. 
Charaaer The tender refpeA of Auguftus for a free con- 
I of aJJIZ ftJtution which he had deftroyed, can only be 

I ^01. explained by an attentive confideration of the 

I charader of that fubtle tyrant. A cool head, an 

unfeeling heart, and a cowardly difppfition, 
I prompted him, at the age of nineteen, to afilime 

j the mafk of hypocrify, which he never afterwards 

I laid afide. With the fame hand, and probably 

' with the fame temper, he figned the profcription 

of Cicero, and the pardon of Cinna. His vir- 
tues, and even his vices, were artificial} and 
according to the various didates of his intereft, 
he was at firft the enemy, and at laft the father, 
of the Roman world *^ When he framed the 
artful fyftem of the Imperial authority, his mo- 
deration was infpired by his fears. He wiflied to 

A^ As Oflavianut advanced to the banquet of the Cmtkn, Kit colour 
changed like that of the Camelion j pate ac firft, then red, afterwards 
black, he at laft aflfumed the mild livery of Venus and the graces 
(Caefais, p. 309.). This image, employed by Julian in his inge- 
nious fiflion, is juft and elegant j but when he confiders this change 
of chara^ler as real, and afcribes it to the power of philofopby, be does 
too much honour to philofophy, and to Oftamnus. 

4 deceive 
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deceive the people by an image of dvil Ubert^^ chap« 
and the armies by an image of dvil govern- ^ .i^v^ 
ment. 

I. The death of Csfar was ever before his image of 
eyes. He had lavifhed wealth and honours on ^^^^u 
his adherents ; but the moft favoured friends of 
his uncle were in the number of the confpirators. 
The fidelity of the legions might defend his 
authority againft open rebellion; but their vigi- 
lance could not fecure his perfon from the dag- 
ger of a determined republican ; and the Romans, 
who revered the memory of Brutus *^, would ap- 
plaud the imitation of his virtue. Caefar had 
provoked his fate, as much by the oftentation of / 
his power, as by bis power itfelf. The conful 
or the tribune might have reigned in peace» 
The title of king had artned the Romans againft 
his life. Auguflus was fenfible that mankind is 
governed by names ; nor was he deceived in his 
expectation, that the (enate and people would 
fubmit to flavei-y, provided they were refpe&fuUy 
affured that they flill enjoyed thdr ancient free» 
dom. A feeble fenate and enervated people cheer- 
fully acquiefced in the pleafing illufion, as long as 
it was fupported by the virtue, or even by the pru- 
dence, of the fucceflbrs of Auguftus* It was a 
motive of felf-prefervation, not a prindple of 
liberty, that animated the confpinttors againft 
,CaIigula, Nero, and Domitian. They attacked 

n Two centuries after the eftablifhment of mbnarchy, the emperof 
Marcus 'Anton inui recomviends the character of Brntut at a perfeft 
Bodd of Roman virtue. 
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the {lerfon of the tyiaht^ without Riming th(eir blow 
at the authodity of the emperor. 

There appears, indeed, one memorable occa^ 
fion, IB which the fenate, after fevesity years of 
patience, made an inefeftual attempt to reaflume 
its kmg-lbrgotten rights. When the throne was 
vacant by the murder of Caligula, the confuls 
convoked that aflembly in the Capitol, condemned 
die memory of the Caefars, gave the watch- 
word liberty to the few cob<»ts who faintly ad- 
hered to their (landard, and during eight-and- 
forty hours, a^ed as the independent chiefs of a 
free commonwealth. But while they deliberated, 
the Praetorian guards had refolved. The ftupid 
Claudius, brother of Germanicus, was already in 
dieir camp, invefted with the Imperial purple, 
and prepared to fupport his ele^ion by arms. 
The dream of liberty was at an end; and the 
fenate awoke to all the horrors of inevitable fer* 
vitude. ])elerted by the people, and threatened 
by a milhary force, that feeble affemUy was com** 
pelled to ratify the choice of the Practoritos, and 
to embrace the benefit of an amnefty, which 
CUudkis had the prudence to offer, and the ge- 
nerofity Xq obferve **• 

II. Hie infolence of the armies infpired Au« 
^(fais with fears of a ftiU more alarming nature. 
The de^r of the citizens could only attempt, 
what the power of the foldiers was, at any time, 

4S It U mvcb to bo ngretctd that we have loft the fiart of Tacitui 
«4)4el| tit»ted.of that tranikaion. We are forced to content ourlUv^ 
with the popular nimoiurs of Jofephut, and tiki impecfiA l»At»,of 
Pton and Suetonius • 

able 
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able to execute. Haw precarioUf was his own ^ ** a p. 
authority over men whom he had taught to yio4 ^.^*-v^^»^ 
late every focUl duty! He had heard tbeit fd-» 
ditious clamours ; be dreided their calmer mo' 
ments of reflexion. One revolution had been 
purchafed by immenfe rewards; but a fc^ond 
tevolutioD might double thofe rewards. The 
troops profefled the fondttft attachment to the 
houfe of Caefar ; but the attachments of tht muU 
titude are capricious and itconftant. Auguftus 
fummoned to his aid, whatever remained in thofe 
fierce minds of Roman prejudices j enforced thd 
rigour of difcipline by the &ndion of law ; and^ 
bterpofing the nlajefty of the fenate between the 
emperor and the army, boldly claimed their allet 
glance, as the firft magiftrate of the republic ^. 

During a long period of two hundred and Their obel 
twenty years, from the eftabliihraent of this art* "^"^^^^ 
ful fyftem to the death df Gommodus, the dan^ 
gers inherent to a military government were, in 
a great meafure, fufpended. The foldiers wertf 
feldom roufed tb that fatal fenie of their own 
ftrength, and of the Weaknefs of the civil author 
rity, which was, before and afterwards, produc** 
tive of fuch dreadful calamities. Caligula and 
Domitian were aiTadlnated in their palace by their 
own domeftics: the convulfions which agitated 
Rome on the death of the former, were confined 
to the walls of the city. But Nero involved the 

H Aof^uftot reftored the ancient fe?erity of difcipline* After the 
civil wart» be drppped the endearing nama of Fellow. Sold iert^ and 
called them only Soldiers (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 15.)* See thje ufc 
Tiberius made of the fenate in the mutiny of the Fannonian legiops 
(Tack. Aniial* i-}* 

I 3 whole 
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whole empire in his ruin. In the fpace olF eighteen 
months, four princes' perilhed by the fword ; and 
the Roman world was fhaken by the fury of the 
contending armies. Excepting only this (hort^ 
though violent, eruption of military licence^ 
the two centuries from Auguftus to Commodus 
pafled away unftained with civil blood, and 
undifturbed by revolutions. The emperor waft 
elefted by the atahority of the f mate ^ and the confent 
rf the foldiers*''. The legions refpefted their 
oath of fidelity; and it requires a minute in- 
fpedion of the Roman annals, to difcover three 
inconfiderable rebellions, which were all fup- 
prefled in a few months, and without even the 
hazard of a battle ^'« 
Dcfigna- Iq eleflive monarchies, the vacancy of the 
fuT ^S6 ^^^^^^ ^^ ^ moment big with danger and mifchief. 
The Roman emperors, defirous to fpare the le- 
gions that interval of fufpenfe, and the tempt- 
ation, of an irregular choice, invefted their de< 
iigned fuccefibr with fo large a fhare of prefent 
power, as (hould enable him, after their deceafe, 
to aflume the remainder, without fuffering the 
empire to perceive the change of mafters. Thus 

3« Theie words feein to have b^n the conftitutional language. See 
Tacit. Annal. xiii. 4. 

II The firft was Camtllut Scribonianus, who took up arms in 
palmatia againft Claudius^ and wai deferted by his own traops in 
£?e days. The fecond, L. Antonius, in Germany, who rebelled 
agatnft Domitianj. and die third, Avidius Calfius» in the reign of 
M« Antoninus. The two laft reigned but a few months, and were 
cut oiF by their own adherents. We may ohftrtt^ that both €a. 
millns and Cailius coloured their ambition with the defign of reftoring 
the republic \ a uik, faid Caflius, peculiarly referTed for hit name 
iMAd family, 

Auguftus, 
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Auguftas, after all his fairer profpefts had been ^ ha p; 
ihatched horn him by iinrimely deaths, refted his ^--v^ 
laft hopes on Tiberias, obtained for his adopted 9^ '''*'*•• 
ion the cenforial and tribunitian powers, and 
didated a law, by which the future prince was 
invefted with an authority equal to his own, ovet 
the provinces and the armies '\ Thus Vefpa- ofXitui. 
fian fubdued the generous mind of his ddeft fon; 
Titus was adored by the eaftern legions, which^ 
under his command, had recently atchieved the 
conqueft of Judsa. His power was dreaded, 
and, as his virtues were clouded by the intem«> 
perance of youth, his defigns were fufpeded. 
Jnftead of liftening to fuch unworthy fufpicions^ 
the prudent monarch aflbciated Titus to the full 
powers of the Imperial dignity ; and the grateful 
fon ever approved himfelf the humble and faithful 
minifter of fo indulgent a father *\ 

The good fenfe of Vefpafian engaged him in- The nc* 
deed to embrace every meafure that might con- fart*a„a** 
firm his recent and precarious elevation. The the piavi- 
military oath, and the fidelity of the troops, had *" *"' '' 
been confecrated, by the habits of an hundred 
years, to the name and family of the Cafars t 
and although that family had been continued 
only by the fiditious rite of adoption, the Ro« 
mans (till revered, in the perfon of Nero, the 
grandfon of Germanicus, and the lineal fucceflbr 
of Auguftjas. It was not without relu6tance and 
remorfe, that the Praetorian guards had beea 

i* VeDcius Paterculuty L ii. c. its* Sueton. in Tiber, c. lO, 
IS Sucton^ in TiU e. 6. Plin. in Pnefat* Hift. Natur, 
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HA P. perfiidded to abnidon the ciufe of the tyrant ^* 
v -^^v"^ The rapid downfial of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, 
taught the armies to confider the emperors as the 
creatures of timr will^ and the inftruments of 
tb^ir licence. The bh-th of Vefpafian was mean ; 
his grandfather had been a private {bldier^ hit 
father a petty officer of the revenue ** \ his own 
merit had raifed him, in an advanced age, to the 
pfnpire ; but his merit was rather ufeful than 
Ibini^g, abd his virtues were difgraced by a Arid: 
sind evtn fordid parfimony. Such a prince con* 
fulted his true interefl: by the aflbciation of a fon, 
\lrhofe more fplendid and amiable charader might 
turn the public attention, from the obfcure origin^ 
to the future gloties, of the Flavian houfe. Under 
thb mild admbiiftratioh of Titus, the Roman world 
fecgoyed a tranfient felitity, and his beloved memory 
ferved to proted, above fifteen years^ the vices of 
his brother Domitian* 
A. p. 96. Nerva had fcarcely accepted the jmrple frorii 
fndThlT-" *^ affaffins of Domitian^ before he difcovcrcd 
raaerof that his feeble age wits unable to ftem the tor«i 
^^^' tent oP public difdrders, which had multiplied 
under the long tyranny of his predecefTor. His 
tnild difpoGtion was refpefted by the good ; but 
th6 degenerate Romans required a more v%or6es 
charaAer, whofe juAice fhould flrike terror inio 
%ht guiky. Though he had feveral relations, he 

34 This idea is frequently and ftrongly inculcated by Tacitus* 
SeeHift. I. 5. 16. li. i$, 

35 The emperor Vefpadan, with his iifual good fenie^ laughed at 
the Gencaiogifts, who deduced bis family fro* Fiavitis the fouadcr 
of Reate (his native country), and one of the companions of Ucr. 
cules. Suet, in Vefpadan. c. la. 
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fixed his choice on a ftrangeh He adopted Tra* ^ ^^ ^^ 
pxky then about forty years of age, and wlio io6^ <>^— ^^^i./ 
manded a powerful army in the Lower Crermany ; 
and imAiediately, by a decree of the fenate, de- 
clared him his coUeague and fucceflbr in the 
empire '\ It is fmcerely to be lamented^ that A.D.9t. 
whilft tre are fatigued with thi difguftiul relattott 
of* Nero's crimes and follies, we are reduced to 
celled the anions of Trajan frcnn the glimnieri- 
ings of an abridgment, 6r the doubtful light of 
a panegyric. TBere remains, however, one p9* 
negyric far removed beyond the fufpicion of flat- 
tery. Above two huildred and fifty years after 
the death of Trajan, the fenate, in pouring out 
the caftomary acclamations on the acceffion of 
a new emperor, wiffled that he might furpafs the 
felicity of Auguftus, and the virtue of Tra- 
jan". 

We may readily believe, that the father of hb A.D.ii7« 
country hefitated whether he ought to intruft the ^jJ^T' 
various and doubtful charafler of bis kinfman 
Hadrian with fovereign power. In bis laft mo- 
ments, the arts of the emprefs Plotina either 
fixed the itrefolution of Trajan, or boldly fup- 
pofed a fiditious adoption '' ; the truth of which 
could not be fafely difputed, and Hadrian was 

1^ Dion, 1. Izviii. p. tin. Piin* Secund. in Panegyric* 

17 Felicior Augufto, melior 1 Rajano. Eutrop. viii. 5. 

3S Dion (I. Ixix. p. 1A49*} aflirn>s tbv whole to hare been a fiAio^^ 
en the authority of hit father, who being govf rnor of the province 
where Trajan died, had very good opportunities of fifting this myf- 
terious tranfaflion. Yet Dodwell (Prelc'61, Camden, xvii.) hat 
maintained that Hadrian was called to the certain hope of the empire 
during the lifetime of Trajan. 

3 p«c«" 
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Adoption 
of the el- 
der and 
younger 
Vcnif. 



peaceably acknowledged as his lawful fucceflbr. 
Under his reign, as has been already mentioned, 
the empire flouriflied in peace and prdfperity. 
He encouraged the arts, reformed the laws, af- 
ferted military difcipline, and vifited all his pro- 
vinces in perfon. His vaft and a£tive genius 
was equally fuited to the moft enlarged views, 
and the minute details of civil policy. But the 
ruling paffions of his foul were curiofity and va- 
nity. As they prevailed, and as they were at- 
tradted by different objefts, Hadrian was, by 
•turns, an excellent prince, a ridiculous fophift, 
and a jealous tyrant. The general tenor of his 
condud: deferved praife for its equity and mo- 
deration. Yet in the firft days of his reign, he 
put to death four confular fenators, his perfonal 
enemies, and men who hac) been judged worthy 
of empire ; and the tedioufnefs of a painful illnefs 
rendered ^im, at laft, peevifh and cruel. The 
fenate doubted whether they (hould pronounce 
him a god or a tyrant ; and the honours decreed 
to his memory were granted to the prayers of the 
pons Antoninus '^ 

The caprice of Hadrian influenced hia choice 
of a fucceflbr. Afcer revolving in his mind fe* 
veral men of diftinguiflied merit, whom he 
efteemed and hated, he adopted iEiius Verus, a 
gay and voluptuous nobleman, recommended by 
uncommon beauty to the lover of Antinbus^. 

But 



39 Dion (Txx. p. 1171.), Aorel. Viftor. 

40 The deification of Antinous, his medals, ftatueC| temple, 
cit^a oracleif and conadlationi are well knowo^ and ftill difhonour 

tbc 
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But wMle Hadrian was delighting himfelf with chap* 
his own applaufe, and the acclamations of the 
foldierSy whofe confent had been iecured by an 
immenfe donative, the new Casrar ^' was raviflicd 
from his embraces, by an untimely death. He 
left only one fon. Hadrian commended the boy 
to the gratitude of the Antonines. He was 
adopted by Pius ; and, on the acceflion of Mar- 
cus, was invefted with an equal fliare of fore-^ 
reign power. Among the many vices of thift 
younger Verus, he poflefled one virtue; a duti«; 
fill reverence for his wifer colleague, to whoni7 
he willingly abandoned the ruder cares of empireui 
The philofophic emperor difiembled hid follies, 
lamented his early death, and caft a decent veil 
over his memory. 

As foon as Hadrian's paiQon was either grati* Ado^ion 
ficd or dilappointed, he refblved to deferve the ao^^ 
thanks of pofterity, by placing the moft exalted >ubm* 
merit on the Roman throne* His difcerning eye 
eafily difcovered a fenator about fifty years of 
age, blamelefs in all the offices of life, and a 
youth of about feventeen, whol^ riper years 
opened the fair profped of every virtue: the elder 
of thefe was declared the fon and fucceflbr of 
Hadrian, on condition, however, that he him- 
felf ihould immediately adopt the younger. The 
two Antonines (for it is of them that we are now 

fpeaking) governed the Roman world forty-two A«D«i»t 

—180. 

the memory of Hadrian. Yet we may remark, that of the €rft fif. 
teen emperors, Claudius was the only one whofe tafte id love wat 
entirely correal. For the honours of Antinout, fee Spanheimi Com- 
raentairp fur les Caefars de Julieny p. So. 
41 Hift. Auguft« p. 13. Aureliu^ Viflor in EfitQip. 

years. 
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yixr$f irith the fame invariable fpirit of wifdom 
and tirtue* Although Pius had two fons^% he 
preferred the Welfare of Rome to the iiitereft of 
his family, gave his daughter Fauftina in mar- 
riage t6 young Marcus, obtained from the fo 
nate the tribunitian and proconfular powers, and 
^th a noble difdain, or rather ignorance of jea« 
louiy, affociated him to all the labours of go- 
▼erament. Marcus, on the other hand, revered 
Aa charafter of his beiie&ftor, loved him as a 
parent^ obeyed him as his fovereign*% and, af« 
tsr he wa$ no more, regulated his own adminiftra- 
tion by the example and maxims of his pre- 
deceffor. Their united reigns are poffibly the 
duly period of hiftdry in whith the happinefs o( 
a great people was the fole objefl: of govern- 
itteM* 
charaacr Tihis Antotiinus l^us has been juftty deno- 
2f pIS" mmated a fecond Numa. the fame \ov6 of re- 
ligion, jufti^e, and peace, was the diftingUifhing 
charafteriflic of both princes. But the fituiticm 
6f th6 latter opened a tnuch lafger ^eld fbr th« 
exerdfe of thofe virtues. Kuma could only 
pirevent a few neighbouring villages from plun- 
dering each other's harvefts. Antonhitrs diffbfed 
ofder and tranquillity over the greateft part of 
the earth. His reign is marked by thd rare ad- 
vantage of furnifliing tery few materials for hif- 
Wtfi which is, indeed, little mortf than the 

4» Witllouf tike help of medalt and infcriptions* ^t fhould be 
i|^orant of this fift» fo honourable to the memory of Pius. 

41 Boring the twenty- three years of Piu8*t rcigrt, Marcus wii 
only two nights abfent from the palace, and even ihofe were at dif- 
ferent times. Hift. Auguft. p. »5. 

regiiler 
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regifter of the crimes, follies,, and iiii8£»]itttiies chap» 
of mankind. In private life, be was an amiap ^^^^^t^^ 
ble, as well as a good man. The native fim- 
pUcity of his virtue was a ftranger to vanity or 
afiedation. He enjoyed with moderation the 
conveniencies of his fortune, and the innocent 
pleafures of fociety**; and the benevolence of 
his foul difplayed itfelf in a cheerful fetenity of 
temper. 

The virtue of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus was of Mar- 
of a feverer and more bborious kind *'. It was *"•' 
the well-earned harveft of many a learned con- 
ference, of many a patient ledure, and many a 
midnight lucubration. At the age of twelve 
years he embraced the rigid fyftem of the Stoics, 
which taught him to fubmit his body to his 
mind, his pailions to his reafon ; to confider vir- 
tue as the only good, vice as the only evil, all 
things external, as things indifferent ^^ His 

44 He was fond of the theatre, and not infenfibtc to the charms of 
the fair lex* Marcus Antoninus, i. 16. Hifl. Auguft. p. ao, ai« 
Julian in Caefar. 

4s The enemies of Marcus charged him with hypocrify, and with 
t want of that fimplicity which diftinguiflied Pius and, even Verus 
(Hift. Auguft. 6. 34.)« ^^^' fufpicion, unjuft as it was, may ferve 
to account for the fuperior apffiaufe beftowed upon perfonal qoalifi- 
cations, in preference to the foetal virtues. Bven Marcus Anto. 
oioos baa been called a hypocrite j but the wildeft rceptictfm never 
infiouated that Csefar might podibly be a coward, or Tully a fooU 
Wit and valour are qualifications more eafily afcertained, than hu- 
manity or the love of juftice. 

46 Tacitus has characterized, in a few words, the principles of 
the porticp ; Dojlores fapiencis fccutus eft, qui fola bona que ho« 
oefta, maU tantum quae turpia; potentiam, nobiiitatem, caettraqu* 
extra aniipvup, PfH^fi ^oU neque malia adnumerant. Tacit« 
Hill. ir. 5» 

medi« 
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ireditadQiis, compofed in the tumult of a camp, 
are ftill extant; and he even condefcended to 
give leflbns of philofophy, in a more public 
manner than was perhaps confident with the 
modefty of a fage, or the dignity of an empe- 
ror ^^ But his life was the nobled commentary 
on the precepts of Zeno. He was fevere to him- 
felf, indulgent to the imperfection of others, 
juft and beneficent to all mankind. He regretted 
that Avidius Caflius, who excited a rebellion 
in Syria, had difappointed him, by a voluntary 
death, of the pleafure of converting an enemy 
into a friend ; and he juftified the fincerity of that 
fentiment, by moderating the zeal of the fenate 
againfl; the adherents of the traitor^*. War he 
detefted, as the difgrace and calamity of human 
nature ; but when the neceffity of a juft defence 
called upon him to take up arms, he readily 
expofed his perfon to eight winter campaigns on 
the frozen banks of the Danube, the feverity of 
which was at laft fatal to the weaknefs of his con- 
ftitution. His memory was revered by a grateful 
pofterity, and above a century after his death, many 
perfons preferved the image of Marcus Antoninus 
among thofe of their houfehold gods ^'. 
Happineft If a man were called to fix the period in the 
hiftory of the world during which the condition 
of the human race was moft happy and profper- 

47 Before be wrat on the fecond expedition again ft the Germans, 
he read le^ores of pbiiofophy to the Roman people, during three 
days. He had already done the fame in the cities of Greece and Afia* 
Hift. Auguft. in Caffio, c. 3. 

4* Dion, 1. Ixxi. p* 1190. Hift. Auguft. in Avici* Calfio. 

49 Hi(l. Auguftt in Marc. Antonin. c. 18. ^ 
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0U8, he would, without hefitation, name that chap, 
which elapfed from the death of Do^mitian to w-v^- 
the acceflion of Commbdus. The vaft extent of 
the Roman empire was governed by abfolute 
power, under the guidance of virtue and wifdom. 
The armies were reftrained by' the firm but gentle 
hand of four fucceflive emperors, whofe cha- 
rafters and authority commanded involuntary 
refped. The forms of the civil adminiftration 
were carefully preferved by Nerva, Trajan, Ha- 
drian, and the Antonines, who delighted in the 
image of liberty, and were pleafed with confider- 
ing themfelves as the accountable .mini(lers of the 
laws. Such princes deferved the honour of re- 
ftoring the republic, had the Romans of their 
days been capable of enjoying a rational free* 
dom. 

The labours of thefe moijarchs were overpaid ittpreca. 
by the immenfe reward that infeparably waited no«»n»- 
on their fuccefs; by the honeft pride of virtue, 
and by the exquifite delight of beholding the 
general happinefs of which they were the authors* 
A juft, but melancholy reflexion embittered, 
however, the noblell of human enjoyments* 
They mud often have recoUedled the inftahility: 
of a happineis which depended on the charader 
of a fingie man. The fatal moment was perhaps 
approaching, when fome licentious youth, or fome 
jealous tyrant, would abufe, to the deftruc- 
tion, that abfolute power, which they had ex« 
erted for the benefit of their people. The ideal 
reftraints of the fenate and the laws might ferve 
to difplay the lurxues, but could never corred 

the 
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c HA P. the vices, of the emperor. The military force 
Wi-^'W was a blind and irrefiftible inftrument of oppref- 
fion; and the corruption of Roman manners 
would always fupply flatterers eager to applaud, 
and minifters prepared to ferve, the fear or the 
avarice, the Inft or the cruelty, of their mailers. 
Memoij Thefe gloomy apprehenfions had been already 
Hot^'ca- jttftified by the experience of the Romans. The 
liguU,Ne. annals of the emperors exhibit a ftrong and various 
Domikiaa. pi^ure of human nature, which we (hould vainly 
feek among the mixed and doubtful charaders 
of modern hiftory. In the condud of thofe 
monarchs we may trace the utmoft lines of vice 
and virtue ; the moil exalted perfeflion, and the 
meaneil degeneracy of our own fpecies. The 
golden age of Trajan and the Antonines had beea 
preceded by an age of iron. It is almoil fuper- 
fluous to enumerate the unworthy fucceflbrs of 
Auguilus. Their unparalleled vices, and the 
fplendid theatre on which they were afted, have 
faved them from oblivion. The dark unrelent- 
ing Tiberius, the furious Caligula, the feeble 
Claudius, the profligate and cruel Nero, the 
beailly Vitellius'% and the timid inhuman Do- 
mitian, are condemned to everlailing infamy* 

|o Vttellius confumtd in mere catipg, at lea ft fix miliiooi of our 
money in about fcfen monib$. It is not eafy to exprefs hit vic«t 
with dignity, or even decency. TacH^» ^ir!y calls hioi a hog ) but 
it is by fubftiiuting to a coarie word a very fine image. ** At ViteU 
** liust umbraculis hortonim abditus, ut iirwoa s mmtH sf qoibut 
** fi cibum fuggeras Jaoent torp^ntque, preterita, inftantia, fiitor^^ 
«' pari oblivione dimirerat. Atque ilium nemore Arcino defidem 
•* et marcentem,** &c. Tacit. Hift* iii. 3d. ii« 95. Sueton. la 
Yitell. c. 13. Dion Cafli4i«> i. Ixt. p. io6a« 
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During foarfcore years (excepting only the Ihort chap, 
and doubtful refpite of Vefpafian's rdgn*") Rome v^JJJw 
groaned beneath an unremitting tyranny, which 
exterminated the ancient £unilies of the republic, 
and was fatal to almoft every virtue, and every 
talent, that arofe in that unhappy period. 

Under the reign of thefe monfters, the fla\^ery Peculiar 
of the Romans was accompanied with two pecu- [he^^ 
Bar circumftances, the one occafioned by their T*"""' 
former liberty, the other by their extenfive con- tyrants, 
quefts, which rendered their condition more com- 
pletely wretched than that of the viftims of 
tyranny in any other age or country. From thefe 
caufes were derived, i. The exquifite fenfibility 
of the fufferers; and, 2. The impoffibility of 
efcaping from the hand of the opprefibn 

I. When Perfia was governed by the defcend* Jnf«nfiW- 

r t^ n r . * i lity of the 

ants of Sen, a race of pnnces, whofe wanton cm* orientals, 
elty often ftained their divan, their table, and 
their bed, with the blood of their favourites^ 
there i» a faying recorded of a young nobleman. 
That he never departed from the fultan's pre* 
fence, without fatisfying himfelf whether his 
head was ftill on his Ihoulders. The experience 
of every day might almoft juftify the fcepticifm 
of Ruftan**. Yet the fatal fword, fufpended 
above him by a fingle thread, feems not to have 
difturbed the flumbers, or interrupted the tran- 
quillity, of the Perfian. The monarch's frown, 
he well knew, could level him with the duft; 

5f The execution of HeWidius Prifcus, and of the virtnous £po« 
nina, difgraced the reign of VeTpafian. 
fft Voyage deChardin en Peric, vol. iii. p. a9|« 

Vol. I. K but 
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but the ftroke of lightning or apoplexy might be' 
equally fatal ; and it ixras the part of a wife man, 
to forget the inevitable calamities of human life 
in the enjoyment of the fleeting hour. He was 
dignified with the appellation of the king's flave; 
had) perhaps, been purchafed from obfcure 
parents, in a country which he had never known ; 
and was trained up from his infancy in the fevere 
difcipline of the feraglio "• His name, his wealth, 
his honours, were the gift of a mafter, who might, 
without injuftice, refume what he had beftowed* 
Ruftan's knowledge, if he pofleffed any, could 
only ferve to confirm his habits by prejudices. 
His bnguage afforded not words for any form of 
government, except abfolute monarchy. The 
hiftory of the eaft informed him, that fuch had 
ever been the condition of mankind '\ The 
Koran, and the interpreters of that divine book, 
inculcated to him, that the fultan was the defcend^ 
ant of the prophet, and the vicegerent of heaven 3 
that patience was the firft virtue of a MuCulman, 
and unlimited obedience the great duty of a fub* 
jeft. 
1^?°^ . The minds of the Romans weie very differ* 
iref fpirit ently prepared for flavery, Opprefled beneath 
the weight of theif own corruption and of mili* 
tary violence, they for a long while prefcrved the 

51 The pnflice of railing flaves ro the great offices of ftate H ftiU 
uiore common among the Tuiks than among the Perfians. The 
/niferable countriet of Ceorgia and CiixaflTia fupply rjlera to the 
gicatcft part of the eaft. 

SA ChaVdin fayt, that European trarellers have difftifed among the 
Perdans fome ideas of the Freedom and mildnefs of our goyernineilttU 
They have done tbtm a Very iil office. 
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fctitiments, or at lead the ideas, of their iiree* c h. a p. 
bom anceftors. The education of Helfidius and 
Thrafea, of Tacitus and. Pliny, was the lame as 
that of Cato and Cicero. From Grecian phi- 
lofophy, they had imbibed the jufteft and moft 
liberal notions of the dignity of human nature^ 
and the ori^n of civil fociety. The hiftory of 
their own country bad taught them to revere a 
fme, a virtuous, and a vidorious commonwealth ; 
to abhor the fuccefsful crimes of Casfar and Au* 
guftus; and inwardly to defpife thofe tyrants 
whom they adored with the mod abjed flattery; 
As magiftrates and fenators, they were admitted 
into the great council, which bad once dictated 
laws to the earth, whofe name ftill gave afanc« 
tion to the ads of the monarch, and whofe autho* 
rity was fo often proftituted to the vileft pur*^ 
pofes of tyranny. Tiberius, and thofe emperors 
who adopted his maxims, attempted to difguift 
their murders by the formalities of juftice, and 
perhaps enjoyed a fecret pleafure in rendering the 
fenate their accomplice as well as their vifllm* 
By this aflembly, the lafl of the Romans were 
condemned for imaginary crimes and real vir* 
tues. Their infamous accufers afTumed the lan« 
guage of independent patriots, who arraigned a 
dangerous citiken before the tribunal of his coun*^ 
try; and the public fervice was rewarded by 
riches and honours**. The fervile judges pro- 

feiTed 

» Tliey ft1leg«d tbe exmipk of dcipio and Cato (Tacit. AnnaL 
iu, M.). MarecUat Spinis and Crifpua Vibiua had npquired tw# 

K ft mslUoiia 
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fefled to aflert the majefty of tTie commonwealth, 
violated in the perfon of its firft magiftrate*^, 
whofe clemcnqf they moft applauded when they 
trembled the moft at his inexorable and impend- 
ing cruelty": The tyrant beheld their bafeneft 
with juft contempt, and encountered their fecret 
fentiments of deteftation with fincere and avowed 
hatred for the whole body of the fenate. 
Extent of n. The divifioQ of Europe into a number of 
pireieft* independent ftates, conneded, however, with each 
pUwof ^^^^^ ^y ^^^ general tefemblance of religion, 
refuge. language, and manners, is produdHve of the 
moft beneficial confequences to the liberty of 
mankind. A modern tyrant, who (hould find 
no refiftance either in his own breaft, or in his 
people, would foon experience a gentle reftraint 
from the example of his equals, the dread of 
t>rerent cenfure, the advice of ^his allies, and the 
apprehenfion of his enemies. The obje£t of his 
difpleafure, efcaping from the narrow limits of 

iwlliont tnd a half under Nero. Their wealth, wh ich aggra? ated their 
crimes, protected them under Vefpaiian. See Tacit. Hi (L iv. 43. 
i>ialog. de Orator, c. S. For one accufation, Regulut, the juft ob* 
ft&. of Pliny*! fatire, received from the ienate the confalar ornamental 
9{fid a prefent of fixty thoufand pounds* 

56 The crime of majtfy was formerly a treafonable ofience againft 
the Roman people. As tribunes of the people, Aaguftus and Tibe- 
rius applied it to their own perfon 1, and extended it to an infinite 
latitude. 

57 After the virtuous and unfortunate widow of Germanicus had 
been put to death, Tiberius received the thanks of the fenate for 
kis clemency. She had not been publicly ftrangled ; nor was the 
body drawn with a hook to the Gemoniae, where thole of common 
naJefiiaors were expofed. 6ee Tacit. AnBal, vK %s* Sueton. in Ti- 

his 
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his dominions, would eafily obtain, in a happier chap. 
dimate, a fecure refuge, a new fortune adequate 
to his merit, the freedom of complaint, and per* 
haps the means 'of revenge. But the empire of 
the Romans filled the world, a:nd when that 
empire fell into the hands of a fingle perfon, the 
world became a fafe and dreary prifon for his 
enemies. The flave of Imperial defpotifm, whe- 
ther he was condemned to drag his gilded chain 
in Rome and the fenate, or to wear out a life of 
exile on the barren rock of Seriphus, or the fro* 
zen banks of the Danube, expefted his^ fate ia 
filent defpair". To refift was fatal, and it was 
impoffible to fly. On every fide he was encom- 
pafled with a vafl extent of fea and land, which 
he could never hope to traverfe without being 
difcovered, feized, and reftored to his irritated 
mafler. Beyond the frontiers, his anxious view 
could difcover nothing, except ^he ocean, in* 
hofpitable deferts, hoftile tribes of barbarians, 
of fierce manners and unknown language, or 
dependent kings, who would gladly purchafe the 
emperor's protedion by the facriBce of an ob- 
noxious fugitive*'. " Wherever you are," faid 

Cicero 



5t Seriphuf was a fmall rocky ifland in the ^gean Sea, the inha- 
bitants of which were defpifcd for their ignorance and obfcurity. 
The place of Ovid's txile is well known, by his juft, but unmanly 
hmentations. It fliould fceniy that he only received an order to 
leave Rome in fo many days, and to tranfport bimfelf to Tomi. 
Guards and gaolers were uoneceflary* 

59^ Under Tiberius, 4 Roman knight attempted to fly to the Par- 
thiaoi. He was ftopt in the Sueights of Sicily ] but fo little danger 

K3 <1*4 
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CHAP. Cicero to the exiled Marcellus. ^^ remember that 

HI 

(« you are equally within the power of the con^ 
« queror^/' 

did there appear in the example, that the moft jealoui of tyr^inU 
difdained to puniih it. Tacit. Annal. vi. x^« 
*o Cicero ad Familiares, ir. 7. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Cruelty^ Follies^ and Murder of Commodus.-^ 
Eleilion of Pertinax. — His Attempts to reform the 
State. — His AJfaJftnation by the Pratorian Guards. 

.^HE mildnefs of Marcus, which the rigid <^ ^^ «•• 
difcipline of the Stoics was unable to era-» ^-— ^^ 
dicate, formed, at the fame time, the moft ami- ^°^"^- 

jjcncf of 

able, and the only defective, part of his charac- Marcus, 
ter. His excellent underftanding was often de- 
ceived by the uufufpe&ing goodnefs of bis heart. 
Artful men, who fludy the paflions of princes, 
and conceal their own, approached his perfon in 
the difguife of philofophic fanftity, and acquired 
riches and honours by afie£ting to defpife tbem '• 
His exceiBve indulgence to his brother, his wife, 
and his fon, exceeded the bounds of private vir-> 
tue, and became a public injury, by the example 
and confequences of their vices. 

Fauftina, the daughter of Pius and the wife to his wife 
of Marcus, had been as much celebrated for her * *"* ' 
gallantries 2^s for her beauty. The grave iim- 
plicity of the philofopher was ill calculated to 
engage her wanton levity, or to fix that un- 
bounded paiBon for variety, which often difco- 
vered perfonal merit in the meaneft of man* 

I See the complaints of Avidiui CafHus, Hift. Anguft. p. 45* , 

Thefe are, it it true* the complaints of fa^Uon \ bqt even fa£li9a 
»3ggerate8> ratlier than invents. 

K 4 kind. 
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CHAP, kind *. The Cupid of the ancients was, in gene- 



IV. 



ral, a very fenfual deity ; and the amours of an 
emprefs, as they exaded on her fide the plaineft 
advances, are feldom fufceptible of much fenti- 
mental delicacy. Marcus was the only man in 
the empire who feemed ignorant or infenfible of 
Ae irregularities of Fauftina; which, according 
to the prejudices of every age, reflefted fome 
difgrace on the injured hufband. He promoted 
feveral of her lovers to pods of honour and pro- 
fit % and during a connexion of thirty years^ 
invariably gave her proofs of the moft tender con- 
fidence, and of a refped which ended not with 
her life. In his Meditations, he thanks the gods, 
who had bellowed on him a wife, fo faithful, fo 
gentle, and of fuch a wonderful fimpticity of 
manners \ The obfequious fenate, at his ear- 
ned requeft, declared her a goddefs. She was 
reprefented in her temples, with the attributes 
of Juno, Venus, and Ceres ; and it was decreed, 
that, on the day of their nuptials, the youth of 
either fex ihould pay their vows before the altar of 
their chafte patronefs '• 

* FauiBnam fatia conftat apud Cayetam, i^nditicntt fibi et nauticat 
ct gladiatorias, elegiflfe* Hiji. Augufl. p. 30. Lampridius explains 
the fort of merit which Fauftina cbofe, 'and the nudithttt which (he 
cxafled. Bifi. Augufi. p. loa. 

i Hi ft. Auguft. p. 34. 

4 Meditat. 1. i. The world has laughed at the credulity of Mar- 
cus \ but Madam Dacier aflures us (and we may credit a lady)» 
that tbt hulband will always be deceived, xi the wife condefcends to 
diflemble* 

5 Dion Caflius, 1. Ixxi. p. 1195. Hift. Augvft. p. 33. Corn- 
men taire de Spanheim fur les Cefars de Julien, p. ^89. The deifica- 
tion of Fauftina is the only Ath^ which Julian's criticifm is able to 
difcover in tlie alUaccomplilhed chara^er of Marcus. 

The 
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The monftrotts vices of the fon have cad a • c h a p. 
fhade on the purity of the father's virtues. It ^_ ^,^ 
has been obje&ed to Marcus, that he facriiiced toh'»foa 
the happinefs of millions to a fond partiality for du^^^' 
a worthlels boy ; and that he chofe a fucceflbr in 
his own family, rather than in the republic. 
Nothing, however, was neglefted by the anxious 
father, and by the men of virtue and learning 
whom he fummoned to his affiftance, to expand 
the narrow mind of young Commodus, to cor- 
red his growing vices, and to render him wor* 
thy of the throne, for which he was defigned* 
But the power of inftruftion is feidom of much 
efficacy, except in thofe happy difpofitions where 
it is almoft fuperfluous. The diftafteful leflbn 
of a grave philofopher was, in a moment, obli- 
terated by the whifper of a prc^igate favourite ; 
and Marcus himfelf blafted the fruits of this 
laboured education, by admitting his fon, at the 
age of fourteen or fifteen, to a fiill participation of 
the Imperial power. He lived but four years after- 
wards ; but he lived long enough to repent a ra(h 
meafure, which raifed the impetuous youth above 
the reftraint of reafon and authority. 

Mod of the crimes which difturb the internal Accemoa 
peace of fociety, are produced by the reftraints ^rorC^T 
which the neceflary, but unequal laws of pro- modus, 
perty have impofed on the appetites of man- 
kind, by confining to a few the pofleflion of 
thofe objeds that are coveted by many. Of all 
our paifions and appetites, the love of power is 
of the moft imperious and unfociable nature, fince 
the pride of one man requires the fubmiflion of 

the 
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CHAP, the multitude. In the tumult of civil difcord, 

IV. , 

s^i-s-^ the laws of fociety lofe their force, and their place 
is feldom fuppHed by thofe of humanity. The 
ardor of contention, the pride of viftory, the 
despair of fuccefs, the memory of paft injuries, 
and the fear of future dangers, all contribute to 
inflame the mind, and to filence the voice of 
pity. From fuch motives almoft every page of 
hiftory has been ftained with civil blood ; but 
thefe motives will not account for the unpro- 
voked cruelties of Commodus, who had nothing to 

A.D. i8o. wifli, and every thing to enjoy. The beloved 
fon of Marcus fucceeded to his father, amidft 
the acclamations of the fenate and armies % and 
when he afcended the throne, the happy youth 
faw round him neither competitor to remove, nor 
enemies to puniib. In this calm elevated Ration, 
it was fureiy natural, that he (hould prefer the 
love of mankind to their deteflation, the mild 
glories of his five predeceflbrs, to the ignomi- 
nious fate of Nero, and Domitian. 

Charaaer Yet Commodus was not, as he has been repre- 

modus, fented, a tiger born with an infatiate third of 
human blood, and capable, froir. his infancy, of 
the mod inhuman actions ^ Nature had formed 
him of a weak, rather than a wicked difpofition. 
His fimplicity and timidity rendered him the flave 
of his attendants, who gradually corrupted his 

* Commodiif wa« the firft Terthyrogenttm (born fince his father*! 
acceHion to -the throne). By a new ttrain ot fiiitery, the Egyptian 
filed. lU dale by the years of his life 5 as if they were i'ynonymotis to 
thofc of his reign* 'l^illemont, Hili. clcsEniptieurii tom. ii. p. 751. 

7 Hift* Auguft. p. 46 

a mind* 
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mind. Ifis cruelt}% which at firft* obeyed the 
di£tates of others^ degenerated into habit, and at 
length became the ruling paffion of his foul ^ 

Upon the death of his father, Commodus HcrtturM 
found himfelf embarraffed with the command of *^ 
a great army, and the condu£l of a difficult war 
againft the Quadi and Marcomanni% The 
lervile and profligate youths whom Marcus had 
banifbed, foon regained their ftation and influ« 
ence about the new emperor. They exaggerated 
the hardfbips and dangers of a campaign, in the 
wild countries beyond the Danube ; and they • 
aflured the indolent prince, that the terror of bis 
name and the arms of his lieutenants would be 
fufficient to complete the conqueft of the dif- 
uayed barbarians, or to impofe fuch conditions, as 
were more advantageous than any conqueft. By 
a dextrous application to his fenfual appetites, 
they compared the tranquillity, the fplendour, the 
refined pleafures of Rome, with the tumult of a 
Pannonian camp, which afforded neither leifure 
nor materials for luxury ***. Commodus liftened to 
the pleafing advice; but whilft he hefitated between 
his own inclination, and the awe which he ftill 
retained for his father's couufellors, the fummer 
infenfibly elapfed, and his triumphal entry into 
the capital was deferred till the autumn. His 
graceful perfon ", popular addrefs, and imagined 

S Dieii CaffioSy I. Ixxii. p. 1103. 

f According to Tertuliian (Apolog. c. >5.)i '»* ^»«J «t Sirmmm. 
Bm the fituation of Vindobora, or Vienm, where both the Vi&ort 
pUce his death, is better adapted to the operfttions of the war again* 
ibe Marcomaiini and Quadi. 

*o fierodlan, 1. i. p. is. 

i> Htrodian, h i. p. !(• 

virtues. 
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CHAR virtues, attra&ed the public favour ; the honoiir-i 
v«^/w able peace which he had recently granted to the 
barbarians, difiufed an univerfal joy '^ ; his impa- 
tience to revifit Rome was fondly afcribed to the 
love of his country ; and his diflblute courfe of 
amnfements was faintly condemned in a prince of 
nineteen years of age. 

During the three firfl: years of his reign, the 
forms, and even the fpirit of the old adminiftra^ 
tion were maintained by thofe faithful counfeU 
lors, to whom Marcus had recommended his 
fon, and for whofe wifdoin and integrity Com* 
modus flill entertained a reiuftant efteem. The 
ydung prince and his profligate favourites revelled 
in all the licence of fovereign power ; but his 
hands were yet unftained with blood j and he 
bad even difplayed a generofity of fentiment, 
which might perhaps have ripened into folid 
virtue '\ A fatal incident decided his fluduating 
charafter. 
It wound- One evening, as the emperor was r^urning to 
Iffiffin" ^^^ palace through a dark and narrow portico ia 
A.D. 183. the amphitheatre '% an aflaflln, who waited his 
paflage, ruflied 'upon him with a drawn fword^ 
loudly exclaiming, " Ti^e fenate fends you tbis.*^ 
The menace prevented the deed ; the aflfaffin was 
feized by the guards, and immediately revealed 
the authors of the confpiracy# It had been formed^ 

'^ This univerfal joy is well <iercnbed (from themedais as weU as 
biftorians) by Mr. Wotton, Hift. of Rome, p. 192, 193. 

i| Maniiius, the coitfideniiai fecretary of Avidius Ca/Hus, was 
difcovered after he had lain concealed ieveral years. The emperor 
nobly relit ved the public anxiety by refiifing to fee him, and burnipg 
bis papers withoat opening ihtm. Dion Caflfms^ L Ixxii. p, i<209. 

>4 See Maffci cle^li Aniphiiheatri, p. 126. 

^ not 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 141 

not in the ftate, but within the walls of the c h a p. 
palace. Lucilla, the emperor's fifter, and widow y^ m ^^^'mm^ 
of Lucius Verus, impatient of the fecond rank, 
and jealous of the reigning emprefs, had armed 
the murderer againft her brother's life. She had 
not ventured to communicate the black defign to 
her fecond hufband Claudius Pompeianus, a fena- 
tor of diftinguiflied merit and unfhaken loyalty ; 
but among the crowd of her lovers (for (he 
imitated the manners of Fauftina) (he found men 
of defperate fortunes and wild ambition, who were 
prepared to ferve her more violent, as well as her 
fender paflions. The confpirators experienced 
the rigour of juftice, and the abandoned princeft 
was punifhed, firft with exile, an^ afterwards with . 
death '*. 

But the words of the aflaffin funk deep into the Hatred and 
mind of Commodus, and left an indelible im- commo^ 
predion of fear and hatred againft the whole body <*"* |®- 
of the fenate. Thofe whom he had dreaded as fenate. 
importunate minifters, he now fufpefted as fecret 
enemies. The Delators, a race of men difcou- 
raged, and almoft extinguifhed, under the for- 
mer reigns, again became formidable, as foon as 
they difcovered that the emperor was defirous of 
finding difaffedion and treafon in the fenate. 
That aflembly, whom Marcus had ever confidered 
as the great council of the nation, was compofed 
of the moft diftinguifhed of the Romans; and 
diftinftion of every kind foon became criminal. 

*S Dion, 1. Ixx'ii. p. 1105. Herodian, 1. i. p. i6. Hift. Augoft. 
p. 46. 

The 
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The poflfeflion of wealth ftimttlated the dlligeocd 
of the uiformers ; rigid virtue implied a tacit 
cenfure of the irregularities of Commodus ; im* 
portant fervices implied a dangerous fuperiority 
of merit ; and the friendfliip of the father always 
enfured the averfion of the fon. Sufpicion was 
equivalent to proof; trial to condemnation. 
The execution of a confiderable fenator was at- 
tended with the death of all who might lament 
or revenge his fate ; and when Commodus had 
once tafted human blood, he became incapable of 
pity or remorfe. 

TticQtiin* Of thefe innocent viftims of tyranny, none 
Thcrs. ™ died more lamented than the two brothers of the 
Quintilian family, Maximus and Condianus ;> 
whofe Maternal love has faved their names from 
oblivion, and endeared their memory to pofte* 
rity. Their (ludies and their occupations, their 
purfuits ^d their pleafures, were (till the fame. 
In the enjoyment of a great eftate, they never 
admitted the idea of a feparate interefl: ; fome 
fragments are now extant of a treatife which they 
compofed in common ; and in every action of 
life it was obferved, that their two bodies were 
animated by one foul. The Antonines, who 
valued their virtues, and delighted in their union, 
raifed them, in the fame year, to the confuU 
ibip ; and Marcus afterwards entrufted to their 
joint care the civil adminiilration of Greece, 
and a great niilitary command, in which they 
obtained a fignal viftory over the Germans. The 

kind 
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kind cruelty of Commodus united them in c h a p. 
death '•. vj^ 

The tyrant's rage, after having (hed the nobleft T*'* •"'- 
blood of the fenate, at length recoiled on the TnxZ. ^' 
principal inftrument of his cruelty. Whilft Com- 
modus was inimerfed in blood and luxury, he 
devolved the detail of the public bufinefs on Per- 
ennis ; a fervile and ambitious minifter, who had 
obtained his port by the murder of his pre- 
deceffor, but who poffefled a confiderable fliare 
of vigour and ability. By z&s of extortion, and 
the forfeited eftates of the nobles facrificed to his 
avance, he had accumulated an immenfe trea^ 
fure. The Praetorian guards were under his im- 
mediate command ; and his fon, who already 
difcovered a military genius, was at the head of 
the Illyrian legions. Perennis afpired to the 
empire j or what, in the eyes of Commodus, 
amounted to the fame crime^ he was capable of 
afpiring to it, had he not been prevented, fur- 
prifed, and put to death. The fall of a mmifter A.D. is(. 
is a very trifling incident in the general hiftory 
of the empire ; but it was haftened by an extra- 
ordinary circumftance, which proved how much 
the nerves of difcipline were already relaxed* 
The legions of Britain, difcontented with the 
adminiftration of Perennis, formed a deputation 
of fifteen hundred feleft men, with inftrudions 
to march to Rome, and lay their complaints 
before the emperor. Thefe military petitioners, 

^ In a^tiote upon the Auguftan Hiftoryt Cafaubon has collefled 
a number of partictilars concerning thefc celebrated brothers. Sec 
p. 96. of bis learned commentary. 
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CHAP, by their own determined behavioar, by inflaming 
._ J^1^, the divifions of the guards, by exaggerating the 
flrength of the Britifli army, and by alarming 
the fears of Commodus, exaAed and obtained 
the minifter's death, as the only redrefs of their 
grievances''. This prefnmption of a diftant 
army, and their difcovery of the weaknefs of 
government, was a fure prefage of the moft dread* 
fijl convulfions. 
Revolt of The negligence of the public adminiftration 
Maternus. ^^g betrayed foon afterwards, by a new diforder, 
which arofe from the fmalleft beginnings. A 
fpirit of defertion began to prevail among the 
troops ; and the deferters, ii^ead of feeking 
their fafety in flight or concealment, infefted the 
highways. Maternus, a private foldier, of a 
daring boldnefs above his flation, collected thefe 
hands of robbers into a little army, fet open the 
prifons, invited the flaves to aflert their freedom, 
and plundered with impunity the rich and de« 
jfencelefs cities of Gaul and Spain. The gover- 
nors of the provinces, who had long been the 
fpe^tors, and perhaps the partners, of his de- 
predations, were, at length, roufed from their 
fupine indolence by the threatening commands of 
the emperor. Maternus found that be was 
encompafled, and forefaw that he muft be over- 
powered. A great effort of defpair was his lafl: 
refource# He ordered his followers to difperfe, 

'7 Dioiit 1- Ixxii. p. iftio. Herodian, I.i. p. s£* Hift.Anguft. 
'p. 4S. Dion gives a much iefs odious charafler of Perennis> thaa 
the other hiftoritns. His moderation is almoft a pledge of hit 
Yeracity. 

to 
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to paTs the Alps in fmall parties and Tarious dif- 
guifes, and to aflemble at Rome, during the licen- 
tious tumult of the feftival of Cybele *'• To mur- 
der Commodus, and to afcend the vacant throne^ 
was the ambition of no vulgar robber. His mea- 
fu^es were fo ably concerted, that his concealed 
troops already filled the ftreets of Rome. The 
envy of an accomplice difcovered and ruined this 
lingular enterprife, in the moment when it was ripe 
for execution '•. 

Sufpicious princes often promote the laft of The mini- 
mankind, from a vain perfuafion that thofe who ^^' ^^^^' 
have DO dependence, except on their favour, will 
have no attachment, except to the peribn of their 
beiiefador. Cleander, the fucceflbr of Pereasis, 
Ivas a Phrygian by birth; of a .nation, over 
whofe ftubborn, but fervile temper, blows only 
could prevail ^. He had been fent from his na- 
tive country to Rome, in the capacity of a Have* 
As a flave he entered the Imperial palace, ren- 
dered himfelf ufeful to his mailer's paffions, and 
rapidly afcended to the moft exalted ftation which 
a fubjed could enjoy. His influence over the 
mind of Commodus was much greater than that 
of his predecefibr; for Cleander was devoid of 

I* During the fccond Punic war, the Romans imported from 
AQm the worlhip of the mother of the god*. Her feftival, the WItga* 
i^t began on the fourth of April, and lafted fiv d:«yt. The AraeCa 
were crowded with mad proceflions, the theatres with fpeAators; and 
the public tables with unbidden guetts. Order and police were fttf- 
peodcd, and pleafure was the only feriotts btt6acfs of the city. $ee 
Ovid, de Faftis, I. iv. 1^9, Src. 

<9 Herodian, !• i. p. 13. iS. 

^ Cicero pro Ptacco, c. 17. 

Vol. I. L any 
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any ability or virtce which could infpire the em- 
peror with envy or diftruft. Avarice was the 
rice and* ^^^ff^^^S P^ffion of his foul, and the great prin- 
cruelty^ ciple of his adtniniftration. The rank of Con- 
fill, of Patrician, of Senator, was expofed to 
public fale; and it would have been confidered 
as difaffedion, if any one had refufed to pur- 
chafe thefe empty and difgraceful honours with 
the greateft part of his fortune *\ In the lucra* 
tive provincial employments, the miniiter fhared 
with the governor the fpoils of the people. 
The execution of the laws was venal and arbi- 
trary. A wealthy ciiminal might obtain, not 
only the reverful of the fentence by which he was 
. juftly condemned, but might likewife infli£i what- 
ever puniihmeat be pleafed on the accufer, the wit- 
nefles, and the judge. 

By thefe means, Cleander, in the fpace of three 
.years^ had accumulated more wealth than had 
ever yet been poffeffed by any freedman '*. 
Commodus was perfedly fatisfied with the mag- 
nificent prefents which the artful courtier laid at 
his feet tn the mod feafonable moments. To 
divert the public envy, CleandeY, under the em- 
peror's^ name, ereded baths, porticos,, and places 
of exercife, for the ufe of the people**. He 

*> One pf thefe dear-bought promotions occaiionecl a current ben 
motp that Juliut Solon wjs kamjbtd inro the fenate. 

*^ DioD (1. Ixxii. Y» ><» 1 3*) ohferves, that bo fraedman bad puT- 
fcHecl richft equal to thofe of Oleander. The fortune of Pallas 
l^ouAtfd» however^ to upwards of five and twanty hundred tboulanJ 
pounds; TtrmH/m, 

*i Dion» 1. Ixxii. p. la, 13. Herodian, I. i. p. 29. Hift.Au* 
f^uft. p. s%. Thefe baths were fituated near tha Ptrta Cafend. See 
Nardini Koroa Aaiica, p. 79* 
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flattered himfetf that the Romans, dazEled and chap/ 
amufed by thi9 apparent liberality, would be lefs ^^■>,^r 
affeded by the bloody fc^es which were daily 
exhibited; that they would forget the death of 
Byrrhus, a fenator to whofe fuperior merit the 
late emperor had granted one of his daughters ) 
and that they would forgive the execution of 
Arius Antoninus, the laft reprefentative of the 
name and virtues of the iV^tonines. The for- 
mer, with more integrity than prudence, had 
attempted to difclofe, to his brother-in-law, the 
true charaAer of Cleander. An equitable fen* 
tence pronounced by the latter, when proconful 
of Aiia, againft a worthlefs creature of the fa^ 
vourite, proved fatal to him'*. After tfie fall 
of Perennis, the terrors of Commodus had, for a 
fliort time, aflfumed the appearance of a return 
to virtue. He repealed the moft odious of his 
ads, loaded his memory with the public ezecra* 
tion, and afcribed to the pernicious counfels of 
that wicked minifter, all. the errors of his inex- 
perienced youth. But his repentance lafted only 
thirty days ; and, under Cleander's tyranny, the 
adminiftration of Perennis was often regretted. 

Peflilence and famine contributed to fill up the sedttion 
meafure of the calamities of Rome**. The firft "^^f***** 

of Clean* 

could be only imputed to the juft indignation of dcr, 
the gods J but a monopoly of corn, fupported by ^^•>*9- 
the riches and power of the minifter, was con- 

«♦ Hlft. Auguft. p. 4S. 

•s Herodian, >. i. p. iS. Dioii» h }xxti. p. t«i5. Th* latttf 
(afty that two thoofand persons died every day at Rome, during a cod- 
fidcnble length of time, 
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^"iv ^* fi^fM*^ di the imaiediate caufe of the ftcond. 
The popular difcontent, after it had long cir- 
culated IB wbifpers, broke out in the aflerobled 
circuf. The people quitted their favourite amufe* 
laents^ for the more delicioDS frfeafore of revenge^ 
ruflied ia crowds towards z palace in the fuburbs, 
one of the emperor's retirements, and demanded^ 
with angry clamours, the head of the public ene- 
my. Cieander, who commanded the Prsetorian 
guards *% ordered a body of cavalry to fally forth, 
and difperfe the feditious multitude* The mul- 
titude fled with precipitation towards the city } 
fev^al were flain, and many more were trampled 
to death : but when the cavalry entered the 
ftreets, their purfuit was checked by a ihower of 
fiones and darts from the roofs and windows of 
the boufes. The foot guards'^, who had been 
k)ng jealous of the prerogatives and infolence of 
the Praetorian cavalry, embraced the party of 
the people. The tumult became a regular en- 
gagement, and tbreatqied a general mal&cre. 
The Praetorians, at length, gave way, oppreffcd 

with numbers ; and the tide of popular fury re- 

» 

*^ Tuncque primum rres prxfcfti praetorio fucre : inter quos li- 
bertinut. From (k'une remains of niodcHy, Cleander decliord the 
title, vrbiKk he alfumed rise powcrt» of Fiartorian piiefcA. As fh€ 
ofher freedmcn were liyied, irom their feveral departments, « rdtiwmhu*^ 
ak epiflcUs \ Cleander called himfeU apMgiaiitt as intrnfted with ihe de- 
fence of his ma(ier*s perfon. Salmaiius and Cafaubon fetm to have 
talked very idly upon this paflfage. 

*7 '0» 7u; xixiwi Xi^oi r^mutrocu Herod ian, \,i,f^^t, II is 
doubtful whether he means the Praetorian infantry, or the oohorics 
nvbaojtt a body of fix thoufand men, hut whofe r«nk and di(ciptine 
weine not equal to tlieir iiumbers. Neidier TiUeaumt nor Wotto» 
ctioofc t« (kcidt this queiiien, 
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turned with redoubled violence againft the gate» chap. 
of the palace, where Commodas lay, diflbWed in ^^■^/■^^ 
luxury, and alone unconfcious of the civil war. 
It was death to approach his perfon with the un- 
welcome news. He would have periflied in thtg 
fupine lecuTity, had not two women, his elder 
fifter Fadilla, and Marcia, the moft fiivoured of 
his concubines, ventured to break into his pre*- 
fence. Bathed in tears, and wifh diflievelldd 
hair, they threw themfelves at his feet ; and withr 
all the prefling eloquence of fear, difcoVered to 
the affrighted emperor, the crimes of the minifter, 
the rage of the people, and the impending rui» 
which, in a few minutes, would burft over his 
palace and' perfon. Commodus ftarted from -his- 
dream of pleafure, and commanded tha^ the head 
of Oleander (hould be thrown out to the people. 
The defired fpcftacle inftantly appeafed the tu- 
mult; and the fon of Marcus might even yet 
have regained the affedion and confidence of hi3 
fubjefts *•. 

But every fentiment of virtue and liumafrity Dtflblute 
was extinft in the mind of Commodus. Whill! ^f''^;^l 
he thus abandoned the reins of emph^ to thefe modot. 
unworthy favourites, he valued nothing in love- 
reign power, except the unbounded licence of 
indulging his fenfuul appetites. His hours were 
fpent in a feraglio of three hundred beautiful 
women, and as many boys, of every rank, and 
of every province; and, wherever the arts of 
fedudion proved ineffedual, the brutal lover bad 

ss DiooCaffiuSy f. Ixxii. p. is 15. Herodian, Uu p. 31. Hift. . 
Aoguft. p. 4S« 

L 3 recourfe 



Digitized by 



Google 



I50 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, recourfe to violence. The ancient ** hlftortaiw 
i^^^^^f have expatiated on thefe abandoned fcenes of 
proftitution, which fcorned every reftraini of 
nature or modefty ; but it would not be eafy to 
tranflate their too faithful defcriptions into the 
decency of modern language. The intervals of 
lufl were filled pp with the bafeft amufements. 
Hii igno- The influence of a polite age, and the labour of 
low^uqru. ^ attentive education, had never been able to 
infufe into his rude and brptifli mind the lead 
tindure of learning ; and he was the firft of the 
Roman eniperor$ totally devoid of tafte for the 
pleafures of the under (landing. Nero himfelf 
excelled^ or affe&ed to excel, in the elegant arts 
of muiic and poetry j nor ihould we defpife his 
purfuits, \ud he not converted the pleafiqg relax* 
ation of a l^ifvire hour into the ferious bufinefs and 
ambition of his lifj?. 3ut Commodu$, firom hi$ 
farlieft in£ucy, difcoveted an averiion to what- 
ever, was rational or liberal, and a fond attach* 
ment to the amufements of the populace; the 
fports qf the circus and amphitheatre, the com* 
bats of gladiators, and the hunting of wild beafts. 
The matters in eyery branch of learning, whom 
Marcus provided for his fon, ^ere beard with 
inattennon and difguft; whilft the Moors and 
Parthians, who taught him to dart the javelin 
and to (hoot with the bow^ found a difciple who 
delighted in his application, apd fopn equalled 

*^ Sorori^ui fuit conftupratii. Ipfas concubinu faas Tub oculit 
fuit lluprari jubebat. Nee irruentiuin in ft juvenum carebat infainii» 
omni parte corporis atquc ore in fexum utnimqoe poUutut* Hift. 
Aug. p. 47. ' ' ' • ^ . 
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tbe mod fktlful of his inftruaors, in the {leadioeTs ^ ha p. 
of the eye, and the dexterity of the hand. ^— ->,>-w' 

The fervile crowd, whofe fortune depended en Hunting 
their mailer's vices, applauded thefe ignoble pur- ?[^'^^ 
fuits. The perfidious voice of flattery reminded 
him, that by exploits of the fame nature, by the > 
defeat of the Nemsean lion, and the (laughter of 
die wild boar of Erymanthus, tlie Grecian Her* 
cules had acquit^ a place among the gods, and 
an immortal memory among men. They only 
forgot to obferve, that, in the firft ages of fo^ 
ciety, when the fiercer animals often difpute with 
man the poiTeflion of an unfettled country, a . 
fuccefsful waragainft thofe lavages is one; of the 
raoft innocent and beneficial labours of heroifm« 
la the civilized ftate of the Roman empire, .the . 
wild beafts had long lince retired from the face of. 
man, and the neighbourhood of populous cities* . 
To furprife them in their folitary haunts, and to I 
tianlport them to Home, that they might be flain 
ii) pomp by the hand of an emperor, was an en» 
terprife equally ridiculous for the prince, and . 
oppreflive for the people '\ Ignorant of thefe 
diftindions, Commodps eagerly embraced the 
glorious refemblance, and ftyli^ bimf^lf (a^ w^ 

)• The .^f^ica^ lions^^whcn prefled by hunger, infefted the open 
villages and ctilcivaced country ; nnd they infefted thein with impu- 
nity. 1 )ie foyal |>eaft was relenred for the pleafures of the emperor 
and the capital : and the unfortunate peafant who killed one of 
them, though in hit own defence, incurred a very heavy penalty* , 
This extraordinary gmne-faw was mitigated by Honorius, and finally 
repealed by Jnftinian* Codex Theodof. torn, v* p $%, et Comment* 
Gutjiufred. 
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c HA p. fHli read on hia medak ") the Raman Heradet. 
w^v^> The club and the lion's hide were placed by the 
fide of ^ throne, amongft the enfigns of fove- 
reignty ^ and ftatues were ereded, in which 
Commodus was repreTented in the charaAer, and 
with the attributes, of the god, whofe valour and 
dexterity he endeavoured to emulate in the daily 
courfe of his ferocious amufements '\ 
Commo- Elated with tbefe praifes, which gradually 
puys'hit eztinguiflied the innate fenfe of fliame. Com* 
Jkiii in the piodus refolved to exhibit, before the eyes of the 
Huf/ ^ Roman people, thofe exercifes, which till then 
he had decently confined within the walls of his 
palace^ ^d to the prefence of a few faivourites* 
On the appointed day, the various motives of 
flattery^ fear, and curiofity, attra£ted to the am* 
phitheatre an innumerable multitude of fpedators ; 
and feme degree of applaufe was defervedly be- 
#owed on the uncommon (kill of the Imperial 
performer. Whether he aimed at the head or 
heart of the animal, the wound was alike cer* 
tain and mortal. With arrows whofe point was 
ihftped into the form* of a crefcent, Commodus 
often intercepted the rapid career, and cut afun^ 
der the long bony neck of the oftrich *'. A pan- 
ther was let loofe } and the archer waited till he 
had leaped upon a trembling malefador. In the 
fame inftant the fliaft flew, the beaft dropt dead, 
ahd the man remained unhurt, The dens of the 

S> Spanheioi de Nttmifmat. Diflertat. xii. torn. ii. p. 493, 
3^ Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. 1216. Hift. Auguft. p. 4.9. 
?3 The oHncira neck is three feet long, tnd cooipofei] of fefenteen 
vectebfx. See BufFosi, Hill. NatvreUip. 
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amphitheatre difgorged at on«:e a hundred lions; ^^p^' 
a hundred darts from the unerring hand of Com* >•— ^^w 
^modus laid them dead as they ran raging round 
the Arena. Neither the huge bulk of the ele- 
]^nt» nor the fcaly hide of the rhinoceros, could 
defend them from his ftroke. Ethiopia and 
India yielded their mod extraordinary ptoduc* 
tions ; and feveral animals were flain in the am- 
phitheatre, which had been feen^only in the 
reprefentations of art, or perhaps of fancy '\ 
In all thefe exhibitions, the fecureft precautions 
were ufed to protect the perfon of the Roman 
Hercules from the defperate fpring of any favage ; 
who might poffibly^ difregard the dignity of the 
emperor, and the £mdity of the god ^\ 

But the meaneft of the populace were afiefted AAtitm 
with (hame and indignation when they beheld «*«*"««»'• 
their fovereign enter the lifts as a gladiator, and 
glory in a profeffion which the laws and maimers 
of the Romans had branded with the jufteft note 
of infamy '\ He chofe the habit and arms of 

54 Conifnoduft killed a eamelopardalis or GiraiEe (Dion, I. Ixvii* 
[)L iati.}» the talicit» the mod gent le» and the moft uielcfi of xhm 
large quatlrupeds. This fmgular animal, a native only of the inte- 
rior parti of Africa^ haaiiot been feen in Europe fmce the revival of 
letters; and though M. de Buflbn (Ulft. NatureMe^.tom. siix.) hat 
endeavoured to defcribe, be has not ventured to dUineafe, the Gi« ' 
raffe. 

55 Herodiao, L i. p. 37* Hift. Augoft. p. 50. 

1* The virtuous and even the wiie princes forbade the (cnatort and 
knights to embrace this fcandalous profeflion, under pain of infamy, 
or, what was more dreaded by thofe profligate wretches, of exile* 
The tyrants allured them to diflionour by threats and rewards. 
Nrio (wce produced, iu the Arena, forty fenators and fixty knights* 
See LipGus, Saturnalia, 1. ii. c. a. He has happily correAed a paf. 
£ige of Soctonios^ in Ncroocy c« 1 s« 
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c H^A P. the Secutor^ whoie combat with the Retiarius 
K^^-y^^^ formed one of the mod lirely fcenes in the 
bloody fports- of the amphitheatre. The SeaUor 
was armed with an helmet, fword, and buckler ; 
his naked antagonift had only a large net and a 
tridcfnt; with the pne he endeavoured to entan- 
gle, with the other to difpatch, his enemy. If 
he milTed the firft throw, ihe was obliged to fly 
from the purfuit of the Secutor^ till he had pre- 
pared his net for a fecond caft ". The emperor 
fought in this chara£ber feven hundred and thirty- 
five feveral times. Thefe glorious atchievements 
were carefully recorded in the public ads of the 
empire ; and that he might omit no circumflance 
of infamy, he received from the common fund 
of gladiators, a ftipend fo exorbitant, that it 
became a new and moft ignominious tax upon the 
Roman people". It may be eafily fuppofed, 
that in thefe engagements the mifter of the world 
was always fuccefsful: in the amphitheatre his 
vi^ories were not often fanguinary ; but when he 
exercifed his (kill in the fchool of gladiators, or 
bis own palace, his wretched antagonifts were 
frequently honoured with a mortal wound from 
the hand of Commodus, and obliged to feal their 
Risinfa. flattery with their blood". He now difdained 
!nl(?r!va- ^^^ appellation of Hercules. The name of Pau- 
gancc. lus, a Celebrated Secutor, was the only one which 

37 Lipfius, I. ii. c. 7. 8. Javcnal, tn the eighth fatifc. givei a 
piC^urcfque defcription of this combat. 

|S Hitl. Augtift. p. 50. Dion, 1. Ixxii. p. iiio. He receiTied 
for each time, dMes, about Soool. ftei'ling. 

99 Vif^or tells us, that Commodus only allowed hit antagoDii|$ 
a leaden weapon^ dreading moft probably the confequencea pf th^ir 
defpair. 
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delighted his car. It was infcribed on his coloflEd ^ ^^ **• 
ftatuesy and repeated in the redoubled acdama* 
tions^ of the mournful and applauding fenate*'. 
Claudius Pompeianus, the virtuous hulband of 
lyUciUa, was the only fenator who afferted the 
honour of his rank. 'As a iather, he permitted . 
his fons to confult their fafety by attending the 
amphitheatre. As a Roman, he declared^ that 
his. own life was in the emperor's hands, but that 
he would never behold the fon of Marcus pro- 
ftituting his perfon and dignity. Notwithftand- 
ing his manly refolution, Pompeianus efcaped. 
the refentment of the tyrant, and with his ho- 
nour, had (he good fortune to preferve his life^\ 

Commodu^ had now attained the fummit of 
vice and infamy. Amidft the acclamations of 
a flattering court, he was unable to difguife, 
from himfelf, that he had deferved the contempt 
and hatred of every man of fenfe and virtue in 
his empire. His ferocious fpirit was irritated 
by the confcioufnefs of that hatred, by the envy 
of every kind of merit, by the juft apprehenfion 
of danger, and by the habit of flaughter, which 
be contradcd in bis daily aniufements. Hiftory 

4« They were obliged to repeat dx hundred and twenty- fix tiinct^ 
PmMhtJlrflrfthe Secutorg, &c. 

41 J>ion» 1. \xx\u p. itii. He (jpeaks <>f hU own baieneTt att4 
danger* 

4« He mixed however fome pnidcnce with his courage^ and paflcd 
the greateft part of bis time in a country retirement) alleging his 
advanced age, and the weaknefs of his eyes. <* I never faw hm in 
"the fenatcy** fays Dion, ** except during the fliort reign of Pertinax.'* 
All his infirmities had fuddenly left him, and they returned as fud- 
dcnly open the murder of that excellent prince. Dion> 1. ixxiii* 
p. laa/. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Iels preferved a long lift of confular fenators fa- 
criiiced to his wanton fufpicion, which fought 
out, with peculiar anxiety, thofe unfortunate per- 
fons conneded, however remotely, with the fa- 
nrily of the Antonines, without fparing even the 
minifters of his crimes or pleafures **. His cruelty 
proved at lafl- fatal to himfelf. He had (bed with 
impunity the nobleft blood of Rome : be periflied 
as fobn as he was dreaded by his own domeftics* 
Marcia his favourite concubine, Ecleflus his 
chamberbin,. and La^tus ^his Praetorian prasfeft, 
alarmed by the fate of their companions and 
predeceffors, refolved to prevent the deftru^ioa 
which every hour hung over their heads, either 
from the mad caprice of the tyrant, or the fud- 
den indignation of the people, Marcia feized 
the occaiion of prcfenting a draught of wine to 
her lover, after he had fatigued himfelf with 
hunting fome wild beafts. Commodus retired 
to fleep ; but whilft he was labouring with the 
effects of poifon and drunkennefs, a robuft yputh^ 
by profeffion a 'wreftler, entered his chamber, 
and ftrangled him without refiftance. The body 
was fccrctly conveyed out of the palace, before 
the leaft fufpicion was entertained in the city, or 
even in the court, of the emperor's death. Such 
was the fate of the fon of Marcus, and fo eafy 
was it to deftroy a hated tyrant, who, by the arti- 
ficial powers of government, had oppreffed, du- 
ring thirteen years, fo many millions of fubje£b. 



4t Hic pr^fefls were changed almoft hourly or daily; and the 
caprict of Commodua was often fatal to his moft favoorite chamber- 
lains. Hid. Auguft. p. 4^. ^i. 
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each of v^hom was equal to their mafter in per-- chap. 
fonal (Irength and perfonal abilities ^\ v«.«.vl.i«^ 

The meafures of the confpirators were con- Choice of 
duded with the deliberate coobefs and celerity ^7«m ** 
which the greatneTs of the occafion required, rar- 
They refolvf^i inftantly to fill the vacant throne 
with an emperor whofe chara6ter would juftify 
and maintain the adion that had been conu 
mitted. They fixed on Pertinax, praefefl of the 
dty, an ancient fenator of confular rank^ whole 
confpicuous nierit had broke through the obfcu- 
rity of his birth, and raifed him to the firft ho* 
nours of the flate. He had fuccefiively governed 
mod of the provinces of the empire ; and in all 
his great employments, military as well as civil, 
he had uniformly diftinguiihed himfelf by the 
ikranefs, the prudence, and the integrity, of his 
conduA'^^ He now remained almoft alone of 

the 



44 Dion, 1. jxxii. p. it%** Herodiani I, i. p. 4). Hift. Avguft* 

45 Peitinax wa» a native of Alba Pompeia, in Piedmont^ and Ton 
of a timber merchant. The order of his employments (it is marked 
by CapitoHnus) well defer ves to be fet down, as exprrflive of the 
fonn of gioyernment and manners of U^e age. i. He was a centu- 
non. s. Fraefe6l of a cohort in Syrin* in the Parthian war, and in 
Brk;)in. }• He obtained an Afd, or fqtiadron of horfe, in MieGa. 
4. H« was commifTary of provifions on the ^miiian way. 5, He 
commanded the fl«et upon the RlMne. 6. He was procurator of 
Dacia, with a falary of about i6co !. a year. 7. He commanded the 
Vetefailt of a legion. S. He obtained the rank of fenator. 9. Of 
praetor^ 10, With the command of the firft legion in Rhctia and 
Koricom, ii. He was cooful abont the year 17$, tft. He attended 
Marcus into the eaft* 13. He commanded an army op tbe Danube. 
14* He was confular legate of Mcfia. 15. Of Dacia. 16. Of Sy. 
tia. 17. Of Britain. iS. He hs^d tlu care of the public p ma vifions 
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the friends and minifters of Marcus ; and when, 
at a late hour of the night, he was awakened 
with the news that the chamberlain and the prs- 
fedt were at his door, he received them with 
intrepid refignation, and defired they would exe- 
cute their mafter's orders. Inftead of death, 
they oflFered him the throne of the Roman world. 
During fome moments he diftrufted their inten- 
tions and aflfurances. Convinced at length of 
the death of Commodus, he accepted the purple 
with a fincere reludance, the natural effe£t of 
his knowledge both of the duties and of the dan- 
gers of the fupreme rank**. 
Hettac Laetus conduded without delay his new em- 
cdbyUif' peror to the camp of the Praetorians, diffufmg at 
^'Sds'-*" the fame time through the city a feafonable re- 
port that Commodus died fuddenly of an apo^ 
plexy ; and that the virtuous Pertinax bad already 
fucceeded to the throne. The guards were rather 
furprifed than pleafed with the fufpicious death of 
a prince, whofe indulgence and liberality they 
alone had experienced ; but the emergency of the 
occafion, the authority of their praefeft, the re- 
putation of Pertinax, and the clamours of the 
people, obliged them to ftifle their fecret difcon- 
tents, to accept the donative promifed of the new 
emperor, to fwear allegiance to him, and with 
joyful acclamations and laurels in their hands to 

. at Rome. 19* He was proconfal of Africa, ao. VtwftBt of tbe 
city. Herodlan (I. i. p. 4S.) does juftice to his didnteitfted fpiriti 
but Capirolinus, wbo colle6>ed every popular rumour, charges him 
with a great fortune acquired by bribery and corruption. 

46 Julian, in the CaefarSy taxes him with being acceflary to tbe 
dcith of Commodus. 

conduct 
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conduA him to the fenate-houfe, that the military c h a »• 
confent might be rariBed by the civil authority. ■^■?vii^fc> 

This important night was now far fpent ; with J"^ ^ ^^ 
the dawn of day, and the commencement of the A.D.193. 
new year, the fenators expefted a fummons to aly/*""" 
attend an ignominious ceremony. In fpite of all 
remonftrances, even of thofe of his creatures, 
who yet preferved any regard for prudence dr 
decency, Commodus had refolved to pafs the 
night in the gladiator's fchool, and from thence 
to take poffeflion of the confulfbip, in the habit 
and with the attendance of that infamous crew. 
On a fudden, before the break of day, the fenate 
was called together in the temple of Concord, 
to meet the guards, and to ratify the eIe£tion of a 
new emperor. For a few minutes they fat in filent 
fufpenfe, doubtful of their unexpeded deliver- 
ance, and fufpicious of the cruel artitices of Corn- 
modus; but when at length they were aflured 
that the tyrant was no more, they refigned them- 
felves to all the tranfports of joy and indignation. 
Pertjoax, who modeflly reprefented the mean- 
nels of his extradion, and pointed our feveral 
noble fenators more deferving than himfelf of the 
empire, was conftrained by their dutiful violence 
to afcend the throne, and received all the titles 
of Imperial power, confirmed by the moft fin- 
cere vows of fidelity. The memory of Com- xhcme- 
modus was branded with eternal infamy. The "j^'yof 
names of tyrant, of gladiator, of public enemy, dusde- 
refounded in every corner of the houfe. They fa^i"" 
decreed in tumultuous votes, that his honours 

ihould 
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ilhotild be reverfed, his titles * erafed from tbc 
public monuments, his ftatues thrown down, his 
body dragged with a hook into the ftrippmg- 
room of the gladiators, to (atiate the public fury; 
and they exprefied fome indignation againft thofe 
ofEcious fervants who had already prefumed to 
fcreen his remains from the juftice of/ the fenate. 
But Pertinax could not refufe thofe laft rites to 
the memory of Marcus, and the tears of his firft 
proteftor Claudius Pt>mpeianus, who lamented 
the cruel fate of his brother-in-law, and lamented 
ftill more that he had deferved it ^^ 
Icjpi in- Thefe effufions of impotent rage againft a dead 
ofthe'^ emperor, whom the fenate had flattered when 
Mteoier alive with the moft abjefk fervility, betrayed a 
roip. '^ juft but ungenerous fpirit of revenge. The le- 
gality of thefe decrees was however fupported by 
the principles of the Imperial conftitution. To 
caifure, to depofe, or to punifh with death, the 
firft magiftrate of the republic, who had 'abufed 
his delegated truft, was the ancient and undoubted 
prerogative of the Roman fenate^'; but that 
feeble aflembly was obliged to content itfelf with 
infii£ling on a fallen tyrant that public juftice, 
from which, during his life and reign, he had 
been ihielded by the ftrong arm of military def- 
potifm. , 

47 CafM'ColiMUft givet ut the particulars of thefe tomvltmry volet* 
which were moved by one fenatorp and repeated, or rather chanted, 
by the whole body. Hift. Auguft. p. 5«. 

4B The ffnate condeained Nero to be put to death mmr aurfma^ 
Snecon. c. 49 • 

Percinax 
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-'BwdK^ax. f9imd a nphler. w»y. t)f cojiikmpmg ^ ^v^ '* 
}ns pred^effi^'s memory ; by the contraft of hi^ >-^-*vw 
own virtue9» with the vices of Commodus. On.^l'^^ 
the day. of, his acceflion, he refigned over to his 
trife.and fon his whole private fortune ; that they 
iQighc have np pretence to folicit favours ^t the 
eicpence of the ftate. H« refufed to flatter the 
vanity of thp former, wjth the title of Augufta;, 
or to corrypt the inexperieufiied youth, of the lat- 
ter by, the rank cf Caefar. Accurately diftin- 
gui/hing betwqen the duties of a. parent and 
thofe, of a fovereign, he educated his fon with a, 
fev?re ilmplic^ity, which, wh^e it gave him no 
aflured profpeA of the throne, might in time 
have rendered him worthy of it. In public, the 
behaviour of Pertinax was grave and afiahle» 
He lived with the virtuous part of the fenate 
(and, in a.prlvate ftation, he had been acquainted. 
with the true character of each individual), with* 
crut either . pride or jealoufy ; confidered them as 
friends and companions, with whom he had 
fhared the dangers of the. tyranny, and with 
whom he wiflied to enjoy the fecurlty of the ^ 

prefent time* He very frequently invited them to 
familiar entertainments, the frugality of which 
was .ridiculed by thofe who remembered and,, 
negretted' the luxurious prodigality of Com- 
modus ^* 

49 Dion (I. Ijcxiii, p. itij.) Tpcaks of thefe entertainmentf, at a 
ttmtov wh« had lupped with the emperor. Capitol in us (Hlft. Au. 
gad. p. 5S.)> like a (Uu, who had received hit intelligence from one 
oC the fcttllioDs* 

. Vol.!. M To 
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fo ht^y as fur it itwu pofSbte, the wMtfflf^ 
inflided by the hand of tyranny^ was the pleaf^' 
ing^ but Melancholy, ta& of Pertintt. The 
innocent tiAinis^ \«rho yet ftirvhred, Were recced 
from eatile, releafed from prifon, and reftored to 
the full poffeffion of thdr honours and fortones. ^ 
The (inburieid bodied of mufdered fenators (for^ 
the cruelty of Cpfnmodus ebdeavotired to es:tend 
itfelf beyoiKl death) were depofited in the fepuU 
chresof their anCeftors; their memdry was jufti*' 
fied ; and every confolatioik was beftowed on 
their tuined and aiBided families. Among thefe 
i^onfolations, cite of the mofl: grateful wad the 
puniDiment of the delators ; the common enemies^ 
of their mafter, of virtue, and of their country,- 
Yet even in the inquifition of thefe legal aflaffins, 
Pertinax proceeded with a Ready temper, which 
gav6 every thing to juftke, and nothing to popttlaf ' 
prejudice and refehtment< 

The finances of the flate dOnanded (he moft 
Vigilarit c^tt of the emperM# Thotfgh every" 
iheafure of injuftice and . extortion had beexr 
adopted, which could coiled the property of ther 
ftibjeft into the coffers of the prince; -the rapa* 
cioufnefs of Commodus had been fd very inade- 
quate to his extravagance^ that, upon his deatb^ 
no more than eight thoufand pounds wer« found 
in the exhaufted treafury*% to defray the ciir-» 
rent expenses of government, and to difcharge 
the preiCn^;demand of a liberal donative^ which 

50 Hecies, The blamelffs ceconcmy of Pim left his f ttccci b in • 
treafure of ^uUs fifties mil/ies, above two and twenty milUonc Aeriinf* 
Dioni L Ixxiii. p, 1131. 
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the new emperor h^d been obliged to pronnle to ^ "|/^^ 

the {'raetorian guards. Yet under thefe di& 

treflfed circantftances> Pertinax had the generous 

finnneis to remit all the oppreffive taxes invented 

by Commodus, and to cancel all the unjuft claims 

of the treafury) declarii^, in a decree of the 

ienatei ^< that he was better £itisfied to adminifter 

^ a poor republic with innocence^ than to ac- 

*^ quire richer by the ways of tyranny and diC* 

« honour/' Oeconomy and induftry he confi^^ 

dered as the pure and genuine fources of wealth ; 

and from them he foon derived a copious fupply 

for the public neceffities. The ezpence of the 

houfehold was immed^atdy Teduc^iO one half. 

All the inftroments of luxury, PertiAgi^pofed^ 

to public au^on^S gotdV&qd filver.^pl^)^ <:ha- ' . .^^, 

riots of a Angular confbu^n, a fupi^UG^ \ . 

wardrobe of filk and embrddery^ and a g?§»t' • .A* . 'Si 

number of beautiful flaves of both fexes ; c^c^wt:' ^'- K ^^:. 

ing oniy^ with attentive humanity, thofe ^h6 ,V 

were bbim hi a ftate of freedom, and had beeij. 

raviihedfrom the arms of their weeping parents. ' " 

At the fame time that he obliged the worthlefs 

£vvourites of the tyrant to refign a part of thek 

ill-gotten wealthy he fatisfied the juft creditors of 

the fbte, and unezpededly difcbu-ged the long 

arrears of honeft fervices. He removed the op* 

preffive reibiftions which had been laid upon 

commerce, and granted all the uncultivated 

S< Befidet the defign of converting thefe vlelcfs ornamentt into 
money, JDion (J. hpiiti. p« istg.) afligne two iecret motives of Per* 
tinu. He wiihed to expofe the Yicee of Coromodaib *^^ ^ Jifcoyer 
Wf the piirthilcrt thoft who moft rciembled him. . c . 

M 2 ^ lands 
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lands in Italy and the provinces, to tfiofc wfco' 

would improve them ; with ah exemption frOm' 

tribute, during the term of ten years '*. 

andpopu- Such an uniform conduft had already fecured' 

laiiiy. ^^ Pertinax the nobleft reward of a fovereign, the* 

love and ' eftiem of his people. Thbfe who 

remembered the virtues of Marcus, wfere happy- 

tb contemplate' in their new emperor the fea- 

tiires oF that ' brigWt ■ otigrnal $ aftd flattered tbemr- 

felyei; thal^they ftiould Idng enjt)y this beidgtf 

ihfluenek of his adminiftr&tionl A hafty zeSil't6 

reform the cbrrupted flate/ atcompanied widr 

lef^ priidence thaA might have been expected front 

' the years a^ experience of Pertinai^, proved fiattal 

to hlnirelf and to his country. His hoaeft in£JL 

cfetion united againft him the fervile crowd, who 

found their private benefit in the public diferdersi 

and who preferred the favour of a tyrant to the 

inexorable equality of the law* *'. 

SiTcontent Amidft the general joy, the fulleii and angry 

wrian^*^*" ^o"^^c^5^ce of the Ptaetorian guards betrayed 

their inward diflatisfa^on; They had i^liU:* 

tantly iubmitted to' Pertinax ; they dr^di^ 

the ftri£bief$ of the ancient difcipline, Urhich he 

was preparihg to reftore ; and they regtetted the 

licence of the former reign. Their difcontentd 

were fecretly fomented by Lsetus their prsefed^ 

. who found, when it was t(K> late, that his new 

emperor would reward a fervsttit, but would not 

5> Though Capitolfnut bas ptckeif up mtttiy idle talel of the pri« 
▼ate Jife^f Pertinax^ he joint with Dioa iiid Heftbdtan in adniinif|( 
lilt publit conduft. 

i) Leges, rtm runi»ii» tacxodibileni iSt$ % Lin ii* %• 

'' '"^ be 
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, fee rtded by a favoqrite* On the third day of his . ^r^.^,^' 
, rdgn, the foldiers feized on a noble fenator, with ^Jx^ ^ '^mj 
. a^defign to carry him to the camp, and to in veil 
, bim ^with the Imperial purple. Inftead of being 
dazzled by the dangerous, honour, the affrighted 
victim efcaped from their violence, and topk re- 
fpge at the feet p{ Pertinax. .,.A ihqrt time after- Aconfpi. 
WArds, Spfius FaIco,..one,of the cohfuls of .t.he ^^ted?' 
year,, a rafh youth *\ but pf an .^ncient and opu- 
lent family^ . Uftened to . the voice of . ambition ; 
aad a cpnfpiracy was formed during a. ihort ,^b- 
, fence of Pcrpnax^ which, was cruOied. by his fi^d* 
den return to Rojne, and his refolute bj^havipvin 
Falco was on the point of being ju/lly qpndemned 
to.. death as a public enemy, had. he not b^en 
javed by the eamefl and fincere .entreaties of. the 
. injured emperor ; . who cooajured the (enate^ that 
the purity of his. re^n. might not be (^suned.by 
JtJie blood eveniof a guilcy fenator. 

,Thefe. difappointments ferved only, to irritate Murder of 
the r^ of the P;-actorian guards. Qn the ^y Ih"** 
twenty-eighth of March, eighty-fix days only Pr«tori. 
after the death of Commodus, a general fedition a.d. 193. 
broke out in the camp, which the officers wanted ^^^^ 
.either pgwer or inclination to fupprefs. Two ,or 
thr^e hundred of the mod defperate foldiers 
marched at noon-day, with arms in their ha^ids and 
J fury in . their looks, towards, the Imperial palace. 
'.* The gates were thrown open by their companions 

S4 If we credit Capitolinus (which It cather difficult), Falco be^ 
haved wiih the moft petulant indecency to Pertinax, on the day of 
Ilia acceflion. The wife emperor only admoniibcd bim of bia youth 
gad ine^jpeiien^e. Hift. Auguft. p. 55* 

M 3 upon ' 
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^ 'ly '• upon guird j and by the domeftlcs of the old 
c6urt, wjio had already formed a fecret confpiracy 
Bgainft the life of the too virtuous emperor. On 
the new8 of their approach, Pertinax, difdaining 
either flight or concealmeat, advanced to meet his 
iaflalfins ; and recalled to their mind$ his own 
innocence, and the fandity of t|ieir recent oatlu 
For ^ few moments they flood in filent fufpenfe, 
afliamed of their atrocious defign, and awed by 
the venerable afped and majeftic firmnefs of their 
foverdgn, till at length the defpair of pardon 
reviving their fury, a barbarian of the country 
of Tongres " levelled the ^rft blow agatnft Per- 
tinax, who was inftantly difpatched with a mul- 
titude of wounds* His head feparated from his 
body, and placed on a lance, was carried, in tri- 
umph to the* Praetorian camp, in the fight of a 
mournful and indignant people, who lamented 
the unworthy £ate of that' excellent prince, and 
the tranfient bleffings of a reign, the memory of 
which could ferve only to aggravate their ap« 
preaching misfortunes '*• . ' 

SS The modern Ulbopric of Li«ge« Tbts foMier prabiA>l7 fa<e- 
longed to tbe Batavian horfe-gtiardsy who were nofily nifed io the 
dntchy of Gueldret and the neighboorboody and were diftinguithed 
by their tdoiir* and bjr tbe boMncft with which they fwiin their 
borfca aciofa the broadeft and moft rapid rivers. Tacit. Hift. iv« la. 
Dion, 1. In p. 797. Lipfius de magnitudine Romana« 1. i. c. 4.. 

5* Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. i%i%. Herodiany h ii. p. 60. ' Hift. An- 
l^ft* p. 5! • ' Vi£loff IB EpitoQi. & in Caefarib* £utropiai« ni\f ti. 
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CHAP. V. 

FtAlU SaU tf the Empire to Di£tu JuTtmus by tb» 
Frtftorian Qmrds. — Cltdim AUritm in Britain, 
Pefcenmt Niger in Syria, and Septfmiut Severut 
in Panmmat declare againj the Murderers if 
Pertinax. — Civil Wars and ViBory ef Severut 
ever bis tbree FUvals. —Relaxation <f Di/cifline. 
—New Maxims ^Government. 

THE powej: of the fword m more fenfibly c h a p.< 
felt m an extei^five monarchy, than in a >^^ / — > 
foiall comn^unity, It h?s b?en calculated by the J^jjf 
ableft politicians, that no ftate, without bong litaor 
foon cxhautted, can maintam above the hun- 5^„* 
dredth part of its members in arm* and idleneft. '»«•'*• 
But although this relative proportion may be "^^ • 
imiform, the influence of the army orer the reft 
pf the fociety yrill vary according to the degree 
of its pofltiv? iirength. The advantage! of mi. 
JitM7 fcience and difcipline cannot be exerted* 
unlefs a proper number of foldiers are iiiuted into 
tone body, and aduated by one foul. With a 
handful of men, fuch an union would be ineffec- 
fualj with an unwieldy hoft, it WOoM be im. 
praaicablc; and the powers of the machine 
would be alike deftroyed by the extreme mi. 
nutenefs, or the exceflive wdght, of its fprings. 
To illuftrate this obfervation, we need only refleft, 
thjit there k no fuperiority of naturid ftrength* 
artificial weapons, or acquired ildll, which could 

M4 «»t>!e 
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CHAP* enable one man to keep in conftant fubjedioA 

vyi^^vw one hundred of his fellow-creatures : the tyrant 

of a fingle town, . or a fmall diftrid, would foon 

difcover that, an hundred armed followers were a 

weak defence agamft'ten thoufand peafant^ or cid- 

'zensj but'an hundred thoufand welUdirdpKned 

foldiers will command, with defpotic fway, ten 

jnilHons of fubjefts ; and a body of ten ot fifteen 

thoufand gXiards will ftrike terror into the moft 

' numerous populace that eVer crowded the flreeta 

of an immenfe capital. 

.Tiitfm- The Praeforian bands, whofe licentious fury 

^uaids. y^ the fir ft fymptom and cauTe of the decline of 

the Roman empire, fcarcely amounted to the laft 

Their in- mentioned number '. They derived their inlH- 

^utiop. ' tution from Au^uftus. That crafty tyrant, fen- 

.fible tha^t laws mif^ht colour, but that 'arms 

alone, coi^ld maintain, his ufurped dominion, had 

gradually formed ' this powerful Body of guards, 

in conftant readinefs to proteCk his perfon, to 

. awe the fenate, and either to prevent or to cfiiih 

the firft motions o^ rebellion. He ditlfaiguiflied 

thefe favoured troops by a double pay,' and fupe- 

rior privileges ; but, as their formidable afp^fk 

.. would at once have klarmed and irritated the 

. Roman people, three cohorts only were ftatiorred 

in the capital ; ' whilft the remainder was di& 

^ They were origloally nine or ten tbournnd men (for ^i^itos 

and Diem are not agreed lipon the Aibi«-6))» difided into rs nSany 

^ cohorts. Vitelliu9 increafed them to ^xre^n thoufandt and «« far 

M we can learn from infcriptions, they never afterwards funk muck 

below that iiumbcif. See Lipfius dc magnitudine Roman&, i; 4. • 

perfe4 
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perfed in the adjacent towns of Italy*. But CH^p* 
after fifty years of peace and fervitude^ Tiberius 
.ventured on a decifive meafure, which for ever 
. rivetted the fetters of his country. Under the 
fair pretences of relieving Italy from the heavy 
burthen of military quarters, and of introdu«» 
cing a ilrider difcipline among the guards, he 
aflembled them at Rome, in a permanent camp % 
which was fortified with fkilful care % and place4 
on a commanding fituation '• 

Such formidable fervants are always neceflfary, p'w 
but often fatal to the throne of defpotifm. By and"So* 
thus introducing the PrsBtorian guards as it were ^^^^^ 
into the palace and the fenate, the emperors 
taught them to perceive their own ftrength, and 
the weaknefs of the civil government; to view 
the vices of their matters with familiar contempt, 
and to lay afide that reverential awe, which dif- 
tance only, and mydery, can preferve, towards 
an imaginary power. In the luxurious idlenefs 
of an opulent city, their pride was nourifhed by 
the fenfe of their irrefiftible weight; nor was it 
poifible to conceal from them, that the perfon of 
the fovereign, the authority of the fenate, the 
public treafure, and the feat of empire, were all 

ft S«eton. in Auguft. c. 49. > 

S T^cit. Aonal. iv. «. Sueton. in Tftcr. e« 37. Dion €&(&«•, 
1.lrJi.p;S67. 

4 la the civil war between Vitellint «nd Vefpafian, the Pretoriatt 
' camp wat attaeied and defended with all tlve machines ufed in th« 
' ^fgt ol the beft fortified cities. Tacit. Hift. iti. S4. 

5 Clofe to the walls of the city, on the broad fummit of the Qoiru 
' ISA and Virfiinal hills. See KardiisiT Roma Anticai p. 174* * Dona* 
*'^^ drltoam Antlcai p.- 46. 
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in their bands. To divert the Practorism bandt 
from thefe dangerous refleftions, the firmed and 
bed eftabliflied princes were obliged to mix Uan- 
diihments with commands, rewards with punifli* 
ments, to flatter their pride, indulge their plea- 
fures, connive at their irregularities, and to pur^ 
chafe their precarious faith by a liberal donative ; 
which, fince the elevation of Claudius, was ez? 
aded as a legal clsum, on the accei&on of every 
new emperor \ 
Their fpe- The advocates of the guards endeavoured to 
ciidiiit. juftify by arguments, the power which they af- 
ferted by arms; and to maintain that, accord* 
ing to the pured principles of the conditution, 
their confent was eflentially neceflary in the ap- 
pointment of an emperor. The election of con« 
Alls, of generals, and of magtdrates, however it 
had been recently ufurped by the fenate, was the 
ancient and undoubted right of the Roman peo- 
ple ^ But where was the Roman people to be 
found ? Not furely amongd the mixed multitude 
of ilaves and drangers that filled the dreets of 
Rome } a fervile populace^ as devoid of fpirit as 
deftitute of property. The defenders of the date^ 

^ Claudius, nifed by the foidiers to the empire, was the firft wh<^ 
gave a donative. He gave pthis d^^ laol. (Si^etot* in Claud. 
CIO.): when Mareui, with bis collMgae Luciua Verve, too)L quiet 
fiofleflion of the throne, he give tnetm^ itol. to each of the gwardt. 
Hift. Auguft. p. 25. (Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. laji.)* ^c may fonn 
feme idea of the amount of thefe fumtt by Hadrian*s CAmpUiot, diat 
the promotion of a Caefar had coft him rcr mlHn» two mil Hone and a 
half Aerling. 

7 Cicero Je Legibus, iii. }• The firft book of tiyy* and the fe- 
cond of Dionyfius of Halicarnaflus, (heyr the authonty of the pc9plei 
cveo in the eleAion of the kings. 
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feleded from the JBower of the Italian youth •, ^. ^^^ ^ 
and trained in the exercife of arms and virtue, y^^^^^' 
were the genuine reprefentatives of the -people, 
and the heft entitled to e\t& the military chief of 
the repubh'c. Thcfc affertions, however defective 
in reafon, became unanfwerable, when the fierce 
Praetorians increafed their weight, by throwing, 
like the barbarian conqueror of Rome, thdr fwords 
into the fcale •. 

The PrjEtorians had violated the fanftity of Theyoflfer 
the throne, by the atrocious murder of Pcrtinax ; tofol«r" 
they di(honot)red the majefty of it, by their fub- 
fequent conduct. The camp was without a leader, 
for even the praefed Lsetus, who had excited the 
tempeft, prudently declined the public indigna* 
^on. Amidft the wild diforder Sulpicianus, the 
emperor's father-in-law, and governor of the 
dty, who had been fent to the camp on the firft: 
alarm of mutiny, was endeavouring to calm the 
fury of the. multitude, when he was filenced by 
the elamorous return of the murderers, bearing 
on a lance the head of Pertinaz. Though hlf- 
tory has accuftomed us to obferve every principle 
and every paflion yielding to the imperious dic- 
tates of ambition, it is fbarcely credible that in 
thefe moments of horror, Sulpicianus fliould 
have afpired to afcend a throne polluted with the 

^ They were origioally reensited in Latium, Etruria, and the old 
colonies (Tacit. Annal. lY. $.). The emperor Otho comptimenU 
tiieir TaDityy with the flattering titles of Italiat Alumni, Ronoana 
yere joTentas. Tacit. Hift. i. S^. . 

9 lo the fiege of Home by the Gauls. See Liryi r, f S. Plutarch* 
in CMiill. p. 1^3. 

recent 
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CHAP, fecmt blood of fo near a relation^ and So excd- 
u-v'i-i^ lent a prince. He had already begun to ufe the 
only effeflual argument^ and to treat for the 
Imperial dignity ; but the more prudent of the 
Praetorians, apprehenfive that, in this private 
contract, they fbould not obtain a jufl: price for 
fo valuable a commodity, ran out upon the ram- 
parts; and, with a lo'ud. voice, proclaimed that 
the Roman world was to be difpofed of to the 
bed bidder by public auction '^ 
Ititpvr^ Xhis infamous offer, the mod infolent ezcefs 
juHan, ^ of military licence, diffufed an univerfal grief, 
A.D.19J. fhame, and indignation throughout the city. It 
•sth, reached at length the ears of Didius Julianus, a 
wealthy fenator, who, regardlefs of the public 
calamities, was indulging himfelf in the luxury 
of the table". His wife and his daughter, his 
ireedmen and his parafites, eafily convinced him 
that he deferved the throne, and eamefUy con« 
jured him to embrace fo fortunate an oppor- 
tunity. The vain old man haftened to the Prae- 
torian carnp^ where Sulpicianus was ftill in treaty 
with the guards; and began to bid againft him 
from the foot of the rampart. The unworthy 
negociation was • tranfafled by faithful emiflaries, 
who pafled alternately from one candidate to the 
ether, and acquainted each of them with the 

>« Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. zs34. Herodimt 1* ii. p. 63. Hlft. Att- 
. guft, p. 6o. Though the three hiftorians agi-ee that it was in faft aa 
au6lioiiy Uerodian alone affirms that it was proclaimed as fuch by the 
foiUiers. 

>> Spactianus foftent the moft odious pvti. of th^ cha^raflcr aod 
elevation of Julian^ 

7 offer* 
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offers of his rival. Sulpicianus had already pfo« ^ ^^ ^* 
mifed a donative of five thoUfand drachms (above '^^^ ^ '^•^ 
ofie hundred and fixty pounds) to each foldier ; 
when Julian, eager for the prize, rore at once 
to the fcim of fix thoufand two hundred and fifty 
drachiBis, or upwards of' two hundred pounds 
fterlmgi The gates of the camp were inftanfly 
thrown open to 'the purchafer; he was declared 
emperor, and received an oath of allegiance from 
the fohUers, who retained humanity enough to 
flipnlate that he ihould pardon and forget the com*^ 
petition of Sulpicianus. 

It was now incumbent on the Praetorians to JwlJintf 
fulfil the conditions of the fale. They placed MgeT^ 
dieir new fovereign, whom they ferved and de- ^ ^«»*««« 
fpifed, in the centre of their ranks, furrounded 
him on every fide with their ihields, and con« 
du6led him in clofe order of battle through the 
deferted ftreets of the city. The fenate was com- 
manded to alfemble; and thofe who had been 
the diftinguiihed friends of Pertinax, or the per- 
fonal enemies of Julian, found it neceflary ttSt 
sSdSt a more than common fhare of fatisfa^ion 
at this happy revolution". After Julian had 
filled the fenate-houfe with armed foldiers, he 
expatiated on the freedom of his eleftion, his 
own eminent virtues, and his full aflurance of the 
aSedions of the fenate. The obfequious aflem- 
bly congratulated their own and the public feli- 
city; engaged their allegiance, and conferred 
on him all the feveral branches of the Imperial 

^ DSon CaiRns, at that time prsetofi had been a perfonal tntmf 
to Julian, 1. Ixxti. p. ii)5« 

power. 
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power *\ From the fenate Julian was coaduded, 
by the fitme military proceffion^ to take poflkf« 
SonSf^" fi<^^^f *^ palace. The firft objcas that ftnick 
the {Niiace. his eyes, were the abandoned trunk of PertinaX) 
and the frugal entertainment prepared for . his 
fupper. The one he viewed with indifference; 
the other with contempt. A magnificent feaft 
was prepared by his order, and he amufed hhn- 
felf till a very late hour, with dice^ and the per- 
formances of Pylades, a celebrated dancer. Tet 
U was obferved, that after the crowd of flatterers 
difperfed, and left him to darknefs, folitude, and 
terrible refledion, he paffed a fleepiefs night; 
revolving moft probably in his mind his own 
rafh folly, the fkte of his virtuous predeceflbr, 
and the doubtful and dangerous tenure of an 
empire, which had not been acquired by merity 
but purchafed by money '*. 
Thefmb* He had reafon to tremble. On the throne of 
Hm^'^*^^"' the world he found himfelf without a friend^ and 
even without an adherent. The guards them- 
felves were aihamed of the prince whoi^ thdr 
avarice had perfuaded them to accept; nor was 
there a citizen who did not confider his elevation 
with horror, as the laft infult on the Roman 
name. The nobility, whofe confpicuous ftation 
and ample poffeilions exafled the ftrideft caution, 
diHembled their fentiments, and met the affected 

'J Hift. Aiiguft. p. 6i. We learn from thence one curious cir« 
cumflance> that the new enoperor, whatever had been his birth, was 
immediately aggregated to the nnmber of Patrician families. 

■4 Dion, 1. Jxxiii. p. 1135. Hid. Auguft. p. 6i. I have endea* 
Toured to blend into one coDfiAent ftory ibe Teeming coDtnididioD»of 
the two wi iters. 

9 civility 
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thiikf of the emperor with fnules of €ompIaccnqr» ^ ^^ '* 
and profeifions of duty. But the people, fecure ^-^-^^■■-^ 
in their numbers and obfcurity, gave a free 
vent to their paffiong. The ftreets and public 
places of Rome refounded with clamours and 
imprecations. The enraged multitude affronted 
the perfon of Julian, rejeded his liberality, and 
ccmfcioua of the impotence of their own refent* 
ment, they called aloud on the legions of the 
frontiers to aflert the violated majefly of the Ro* 
man empire. 

The public difcontent was foon diffufed from Thev 
the centre to the fronders of the empire. The Brlui^ 
armies of Britain, of Syria, and of Illyricum, |JJ^*»'?** 
lamented the death of Pertinax, in whofe com* declare 
pany, or under whofe command, they had fo ^^^ 
often fought and conquered. They received 
with furprife, with Indignation, and perhaps with. 
envy» the extraordmary intelligence, that the 
Praetorians had difpofed of the empire by public 
au£Hon; and they, ftemly refufed to ratify the 
ignominious bargain. Their immediate and una* 
nimous revolt was fatal to Julian, but it was 
fatal at the fame time to the public peace; aa 
the generals of the refpeflive armies, Clodiua 
Albinus, Pefcennius Niger, and Septimius Se- 
verus, were ftill more anxious to fucceed than to 
revenge the murdered Pertinax. Their forces 
were exaftly balanced. Each of them was at the 
head of three legions", with a numerous train 
of auxiliaries; and however different in their 



<l Dion, I. Ixxiii. p. isjs* 
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*''^'' cfeffafters, they -were all foldiers of :e3:peneiicdi 

t— '.-*** tod capacity. 

SwiittV Clodius Albinus, governor of. Britain^ fui5* 

ia Bhtaiji, pafied both his competitors • in the nobi^ty of his 
eztradlion^ ivhich he derived from fome of the ^ 
tnofl: illuftrious names of the old^ republic/^* 
But the branch from whence he claimed, his 
defcent, was funk into mean circumftances, axuL 
tranfplanted into a remote province^ It is di£-' 
jBcult to foriQ a juft idea of his true charader* 
Under the philofophic cloak of aufterity, he 
ftands accufed of concealing moft of the vices 
which degrade human nature '^ fiut his accufers 
are thofe venal writers who adored the fortune 
of Severus, and trampled on the aibes of an un« 
fuccefsfiil rival; Virtqe, or the appearances of 
virtue, recommended Albinus to the confidence 
and good opinion of Marcus ; and his preferving 
, frith the fon the fame intereft which he had ac* 
quired with the fiather, is a proof at lead that he, 
was poffcffed of a very flexible difpofitioa. The 
fftvour of a tyrant does not always fuppof&a want 
of merit in the objed of itj he may, without 
intending it, reward a man of worth and ability, 
or he may find fuch a man ufeful to his own 
fervice. It does not appear that Albinus ferved 
tile fon of Marcus, either as the minifter of his 
cruelties, or even as the affodate of his pleafures« 

' «^ The Pofthumtaii tsd the Ceionian; tint focmer of ^Aom «» 
Qiild to the confulfliip in the fifth year after its inftitutioo* 
* >7 Spartianus, in his undigefted coIleAions, fnixes up all the Vir- 

t«ea and all the vices that enter into the human compofition, and 
beftows thein on the. fame objea. Soch» iftdctd, arc many of the 
charaaert in the Auguftan HiAory, 

He 
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He was empfeyed in a diftant honourable com-i 
mand, when he received a confidential letter 
from the emperor, acquainting him of the trea- 
fonable defigns of fome difcontented generals^ 
and authorifing him to declare himfelf the guar« 
dian and fuccefibr of the throne, by afluming 
the title and enfigns of Csefar **. The governor 
of Britain wifely declined the dangerous honour^ 
which would have marked him for the jealoufy^ 
or involved him in the approaching ruin, of 
Commodus. He courted power by nobler, or, 
at leail, by more fpedous arts* On a premature 
report of the death of the emperor, he aflembled 
his troops; and, in an eloquent difcourfe, de« 
plored the inevitable milchiefs of defpotifm, 
defcribed the bappinefs and glory which their 
anceftors had enjoyed under the confular gpvern'- 
ment, and declared his firm refolution to rein* 
fiate the fenate and people in their legal autho« 
rity. This popular harangue was anfwei^ed by 
the loud acclamations of the Britiih legio|is, and 
Kcdved at Rome with a fecret murmur of ap« 
plaude. Safe in the poffeffion of this little world, 
and in the command of an army lefs diftinguifhed 
indeed for difcipline than for numbers and 
valour '% Albinus braved the menaces of Com« 
modus, maintained towards Pertinax a ftatdy 
amUguous referve, and inftantly declared againft 

*' Hift. Auguil. p. So. 84* 

>9 Pertinax, who governed Britain a few years before, had been 
left for dead, in a mutiny of the foldiers. Hift. Augtift. p. 54. 
Yet tbey loved and regretted bim} admiraatibui earn virtutein'cui 
irafcebantur. 

Vol- 1. V the 
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the ufurpation of Julian, The convulfions of thd 
capital added new weight to his fentiments, or 
rather to his profeflions of patriotifm. A regard 
to decency induced him to decline the lofty titles 
of Auguftus and Emperor ; and he imitated per* 
haps the example of Galba, who, on a fimilar 
occafion, had ftyled himfelf the Lieutenant of 
the fenate and people **. 
Pefcennius Perfonal merit alone had raifed Pefcennius 
Syfu."* Niger, from an obfcure birth and ftation, to the 
government of Syria; a lucrative and important 
command, which, in times of civil confufion, gave 
him a near profpeft of the throne. Yet his 
parts feem to have been better fuited to the fe- 
cond than to the fird rank ; he was an unequal 
rivals though he might have approved himfelf an 
excellent lieutenant, to Severus, who afterwards 
difplayed the greatnefs of his mind by adc^ting 
feveral ufeful inftitutions from a vanquifhed ene- 
my *'. . In his government, Niger acquired the 
efleem of the foldiers, and the love of the pro- 
vincials. His rigid difcipline fortified the valour 
and confirmed the obedience of the former, whilft 
the voluptuous Syrians were lefs delighted with 
the mild firmnefs of his adminiftration, than with 
the afiability of his manners, and the apparent 
pleafure with which he attended their frequent 
and pompous feftivals**. As foon a8 the inteU 

*<* Sueton. in Galb. c. lo. 

*« Hift. Auguft. p. 76. 

*» Herod. 1. ii. p. 68. The chronicle of John Malala, of An- 
fioch, fliews the zealous attachment of his countrymen to thcfe fefti- 
tsis, which at once gratified their fupeifiiiion, and their love of 
plcai'ure. 

Irgence 
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Kgence of the atrocious murder of Pertinax had chap. 
reached Anlioch, the wifhes of Afia invited Ni- 
ger to affume the Imperial purple and revenge 
his death. The legions of the eaftern frontier 
embraced his caufe; the opulent but unarmed 
provinces from the frontiers of -^Ethiopia *' to the 
Hadriatic, cheerfully fubmitted to his power; 
and the kings beyond the Tigris and the Eu- 
phrates congratulated his eledion, and offered 
him their homage and fervices. The mind of 
Niger was not capable of receiving this fuddea 
tide of fortune ; he flattered himfelf that his ac- 
ceffion would be undifturbed by competition, and 
unftained by civil blood ; and whilft he enjoyed 
the vain pomp of triumph, he neglefted to fecure 
the means of viftory. Inftead of entering into 
an effectual negociation with the powerful armies 
of the weft, whofe refolution might decide, or 
at leaft muft balance, the mighty conteft ; in-^ 
ftead of advancing without delay towards Rome 
and Italy, where his prefence was impatiently 
cxpefled **, Niger trifled away, in the luxury of 
Antioch, thofe irretrievable moments which were 
diligently improved by the decifive aftivity of 
Severus *'. 

*s A king of Thebes, in Egypt, is mentioned in the Auguftaft 
Hiftory, as an ally, and, indeed, as a perfonal friend of Niger. If 
Spartianus il not, as I ftrongly fufpefl, miftaken, he has brought to 
ii^t a dynaily of tributary princes totally unknown to hiftory. 

»4 Dion, 1. Ixxiii. p. 1238. Herod. 1. ii. p. 67. A verfe in 
every one*6 mouth at that time, fcems to exprefs the general opinion 
of the three rivals $ Optimus eft Nigtr^ bonus Aftr^ peiBmus Mu*. 
Hift« Auguft. p. 75. 

^i Herodian, U it« p« 71* 

N a The 
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The country of Pannonia and Dalmatia, which 
occupied the fpace between the Danube and the 
p«nn<mia Hadriatic, was one of the laft and moft difficult 
mtui. conquefts of the Romans. In the defence of na^ 
donal freedom, two hundred thoufand uf thefe 
barbarians had once appeared in the field, alarmed 
the declining age of Auguftus, and exercifed the 
vigilant prpdence of Tiberius at the head of 
the coUefted force of the empire**. The Pan- 
nonians yielded at length to the arms and infti- 
tuti<nis of Rome. Their recent fubjeOion, how* 
ever, the neighbourhood, and even the mixture, 
of the unconquered tribes, and perhaps the cli- 
mate, adapted, as it has been obferved, to the 
produfUon of great bodies and flow minds % all 
contributed to preferve fome remains of their 
original ferocity, and under the tame and uniform 
countenance of Roman provincials, the hardy 
features of the natives were ftill to be difcemed* 
Their warlike youth afforded an inexhauftible 
fupply of recruits to the legions ilationed on the 
banks of the Danube, and which, from a per- 
petual warfare againft the Germans and Sarma- 
tians, were defervedly efteemed the beft troops in 
the fervice. 
Septimius The Pannouian army was at this time com- 
manded by Septimius Severus, a native of Africa, 
who, in the gradual afcent of private honours, 
had concealed his daring ambition, which was 

** See in acconnt of tbtt memorable war in Velleiut Paterculos, 
ii. iio> &c. who ferwed in the army of Tiberim. 

»7 Such is tbe refleAion of HerodiaOy !• ii. f . 74. Will the mo- 
dem Atiftrians allow the inflocAcc i 

never 
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never diverted from its fteady courfe by the al- ^ ^^ ^* 
iurements of pleaftire, the appprehenfion of dan- ^'.m^ ^ '^^ 
ger, or the feelings of humanity *'• On the firft 
news of the murder of Pertinax, he aflembled 
his troops, painted in the moft lively colours 
the crime, the infolence, and the weaknefs of 
the Prstorian guards, and animated the legions 
to arms and to revenge. He concluded (and 
the peroration was thought extremely eloquent) 
with promifing every foldier about four hundred 
pounds ; an honourable donative, double in value 
to the infamous bribe with which Julian had 
purchafed the empire *^ The acclamations of declared 
the army immediately faluted Severus with the ^''pX^^ 
names of Auguftas, Pertinax, and Empetor; nonian 
and he thus attained the lofty ftation to which J^d'!*i93, 
he was invited, by confcious merit and a long April ijih. 
train of dreams and omens, the fruitful oflfspriiig 
either of his fuperftition or policy *\ 

The new candidate for empire faw ihi int- 
proved the peculiar advantage of his fituadon. 
His province extended to the Julian Alps, which 

»s In the letter to Albinuii already mentioned^ Comnodot tc* 
eufet Severus* as one of the ambitious generals who cenfured his 
condo^ly and wifljed to occupy his place. Hift. Aoguft. p. to* 

•9 Pannonia was too poor to fupply fuch a fttm. It was probably 
promifed in the camp, and paid at Rome, after the vi£lory. In fix- 
ing the fom, I have adopted the conjeflure of Cafaubon. See Hift, 
AugvA* p. 6^* Comment, p. 115. 

}o Herodian, !• ii. p. yS. Severus was declared emperor on the 
hankf of the Danube, either at Carnuntum, according to ^partianut 
(Hift. Auguft. p. 65.)* or elfe at Sabaria aceording to Viftor* 
Mr. Home, in foppofing that the birth and dignity of Severus were 
too much inferior to the Imperial crown, and that he marched in 
Italy as general only, has not confidered this trinti^ftlon with h?a 
ttfual accuracy (E0ay on the original contract)* 

N3 g»^« 
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gave an eafy accefs into Italy ; and he rememr 
bered the faying of Auguftus, That a Pannoniaii 
army might in ten days appear in fight of Rome *'• 
By a celerity proportioned to the greatnefs of 
the occafion, he might reafonably hope to re- 
venge Pertinax, punifli Julian, and receive the 
homage of the fenate and people, as their law- 
ful emperor, before his competitors, feparated 
from Italy by an immenfe tra£fc pf fea and land, 
vrere apprifed of his fuccefs, or even of his elec- 
tion. During the whole expedition . he fcarcely 
allowed himfelf any moments for ileep or food ; 
marching on foot, and in complete armour, at 
the head of his columns, he infmuated himfelf 
into the confidence and affeftion of his troops, 
preffed their diligence, revived their fpirits, ani- 
mated their hopes, and was well fatisfied to 
fiiare the hardfliips of the meaneft foldier, whilfl 
he kept in view the infinite fuperiority of hi^ 
reward. 

The wretched Julian had expelled, and thought 
himfelf prepared to difpute the empire with the 
governor of Syria ; but in the invincible and rapid 
approach of the Pannonian legions, he faw his 
inevitable ruin. The hafty arrival of every mef- 
fenger increafed his juft apprehenfions. He was 
fucceflively informed, that Severus had paflfed the 
Alps i that the Italian cities, unwilling or unable 
to oppofe his progrefs, had received him with 
the warmeft profeflions of joy and duty ; that the 



!■ Velkius Patcrculus, U ii. c. 3. We rauft reckon the march 
from the ncareft verge of Pannonia, and extend the light of the city 
»s far M two hundred miles. 
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important place of Ravenna had furrendered with- ^ "^^ p. 
out refiftance, and that the Hadriatic fleet was in ^-^^r^^ 
the hands of the conqueror. The enemy was now 
within two hundred and fifty miles of Rome ; and 
every moment diminiflied the narrow fpan of life 
and empire allotted to Julian* 

He attempted, however, to prevent, or at leaft Diftreft'of 
to protraft, his ruin. He implored the venal J"^**°* 
faith of the Prastorians, filled the city with un« 
availing preparations for war, drew lines round 
the fuburbs, and even ftrengthened the fortifica* 
tions of the palace ; as if thofe lad intrenchments 
could be defended without hope of relief againft 
a victorious invader. Fear and fhame prevented 
the guards from deferting his ftandard } but they 
trembled at the name of the Pannonian legions, 
commanded by an experienced general, and ac*» 
cuftomed to vanquiih the barbarians on the frozen 
Danube '*. They quitted, with a figh, the plea-f 
fures of the baths and theatres, to put on arms, 
whofe ufe they had almofl forgotten, and beneath 
the weight of which they were opprefled. The 
unpradifed elephants, whofe uncouth appearance, 
it was hoped, would (Irik^ terror into the army 
of the north, threw their unfkilful riders ; and 
the awkward evolutions of the marines, drawn 
from the fleet of Mifenum, were an objed of ri- 
dicule to the populace } wbilft the fenate enjoyed, . 

}* Tbit is not a puerile figure of rhetoric, but an allniion to a real 
faA recorded by Pion^ 1. ixxi. p. xiSi. It probably happened more 
tban once. 

N 4 with 
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with fecret pleafure, the diftrefs and weakneft of 
the ufurper ". 

Hit un- Every motion of Julian betrayed his trembling 

cQiidiia; perplexity* He infifted that Severus fliould be 
declared a public enemy by the fenate. He in* 
treated that the Pannonian general might be af- 
Ibciated to the empire. He. fent public ambafia- 
dors of confular rank to negociate with his rival ; 
he difpatched private aflaffins to take away hta 
fife. He deiigned that the Veftal virgins, and 
all the colleges of priefts, in their facerdotal ha- 
bits, and bearing before them the facred pledges 
of the Roman religion, ftould advance, in folemn 
proceffion, to meet the Pannonian legions ; and^ 
at the fame time, he vainly tried to interrogate, or 
to appeafe, the fates, by magic ceremonies, and 
unlawful facrifices ^\ 
u deferted Severus, who dreaded neither his arms nor his 
ufrian^'*" «chantment8, guarded himfelf from the only 
danger of fecret confpiracy, by the faithful at- 
tendance of fix hundred chofen men, who never 
quitted his perfon or their cuiraiTes, either by 
night or by day, daring the whole march. Ad- 
vancing with a fteady and rapid courfe, he paflfed, 
without difficulty, the defiles of the Appenine, 
received into his party the tfoops and ambaffadors 
fent to retard Ms progrefs, and made a fhort 
halt at Interamnia, about fevenry miles from 

. t> Dion, K Ixxiii. p. IS33. HerodUn, K ii« p. 8i. There is no 
Aifcr proof of the military (kill of the Roniaos, than their firft fur- 
mounting the idle terror, and afterwards diTdaining the dangerous ufe, 
pf eleph^ints in war* 

H HitK Auguft. p. 61, 63. 

Rome. 
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Rome* His viftory was already fecure ; but the ^ ^ a p. 
defpair of the Praetorians might have rendered it 
bloody; and Severus had the laudable ambition 
of afcending the throne without drawing the 
fword *'. His emiffaries, difperfed in the capital, 
aflured the guards, that provided they would 
abandon their worthlefs prince, and the perpe- 
trators of the murder of Pertinax, to tlie juftice 
of the conqueror, he would no longer confider 
that melancholy event as the aft of the whole 
body. The faithlefs Praetorians, whofe refiftance 
was fupported only by fuUen obftinacy, gladly 
complied with the eafy conditions, feized the 
greateft part of the affaflins, and fignified to the 
fenate, that they no longer defended the caufe of 
Julian. That affembly, convoked by the conful, 
unanimouily acknowledged Severus as lawful 
emperor, decreed divine honours to Pertinax, 
and pronounced a fentence of depofition and and 
death againft his unfortunate fucceffor. Julian ^^J"^. 
was conduced into a private apartment of the cuiedbf 
baths of the palace, and beheaded as a common the fenatr, 
criminal, after havin? purchafed, with an im- a.d. 191^ 
menfe treaiure, an anxious and precarious reign 
of only fixty-fix days^*. The almoft incredible 
expedition of Severus, who, in fo fliort a fpace 
of time, condufted z> numerous army from the ^ 

banks of the Danube to thofe of the Tyber, 

*5 Viftor and Eutropius, viii. 17. mention a combat near the 
MilWan bridge, the Ponte Molle, unknown to the better and mora 
ancient writers. * 

36 Dion, I. Ixxiii. p. Z240* Herodian, 1. ii. p. Sj, Hift. A«- 
guft* p. 63. . 
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CHAP, proves at once the plenty of provifions produced 
^^,^'.^— » by agriculture and commerce, the goodnefs of 
the roads, the difcipline of the legions, and the 
indolent fubdued temper of the provinces '^ 
Difti'ce ^^^ ^^^ cares of Severus were beftowed on 

ofthePr«- ^^Q meafures, the one didtated by policy, the 

tofian ' J r J ^ 

guards. Other by decency j the revenge, and the honours, 
due to the memory of Pertinax. Before the new 
emperor entered Rome, he iffiied his commands 
to the Praetorian guards, direfting them to wait 
his arrival on a large plain near the city, without 
arms, but in the habits of ceremony in which 
they were accuftomed to attend their fovereign. 
He was obeyed by thofe haughty troops, whofe 
contrition was the effedl of their juft terrors. A 
chofen part of the lUyrian army encompaffed 
them with levelled fpears. Incapable of flight 
or refiftance, they expeded their fate in filent 
confternation. Severus mounted the tribunal, 
fternly reproached them with perfidy and 
cowardice, difmifled them with ignominy from 
the truft which they had betrayed, defpoiled them 
Qf their fplendid ornaments, and banifhed them, on 
pain of death, to the didance of an hundred miles 
from the capital. During the tranfadion, an* 

17 From thefe fixty-Hx driys wp miift fiift ileduft ilxtcen, as Per- 
tinax was murdered on the tfih of March, nnd Severus moft pro- 
bably elefled on the 13th of A)>iil (fee Hift. Auguil. p. 65. and 
Tillemont, Hift. dcs Lmj>cieu:s, torn, iii, p. 393. Note 7.). Wc 
cannot allow jcfs than ten days after his eleAion, to put a numerous 
army in motion. Forty days remain for this rapid march j and at 
we may compute about e!£;ht hundred miles from Rome to the neigh- 
bourhood of Vienna, the army of Severus marched twenty miles every 
day, without halt or iniermifTiuiu 

other 
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0ther detachment had beea Cent to feize their 
arms, occupy their camp, and prevent the hafty 
confequences of their defpair ". 

The funeral and confecration of Pertinax was Funcra! 
next folemnized with every circumftance of fad thtofilTcif 
magnificence''. The fenate, with a melancholy **<"*»»*«* 
pleafure, performed the laft rites to that excellent 
prince, whom they had loved, and dill regretted. 
The concern of his fucceffor was probably lefs 
fincere. He efteemed the virtues of Pertinax, 
but thofe virtues would for ever have confined 
his ambition to a private ftation. Severus pro- 
nounced his funeral oration with iludied elo- 
quence, inward fatisfaflion, and welUafted for- 
row ; and by this pious regard to his memory, 
convinced the credulous multitude that he alone 
was worthy to fupply his place. Senfible, how- 
ever, that arms, not ceremonies, mufl aflert his 
claim to the empire, he left Rome at the end of 
thirty days, and without fufFering himfelf to be 
elated by this eafy viftory, prepared to encounter 
his more formidable rivals. 

The uncommon abilities and fortune of Se- Succefsof 
verus have induced an elegant hiftorlan to com- f^j^n^'^j, 
pare him with the firft and greateft of the ger,and 
Caefars *^. The parallel is, at leaft, imperfeft. Afbinus, 
Where fhall we find, in the charafter of Severos, 
the commanding fuperiority of foul, the generous 
clemency, and the various genius, which could 

S^ Dion (]. Ixxiv. p. 114.1. )• Herodian, 1. ii, p. 84. 
39 Dion (1. Ixxiv. p. ift44.)> who aflifted at the ceremony as a 
ftnator, gives a jnoft pompous d^faiption of it. 
¥^ Herodian, 1. iii. p. 112. 

reconcile 
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^ ^y ^' reconcile and unite the love of pleafure* the thirft 
of knowledge, and the fire of ambition *' ? In 
one inftance only, they may be compared, with 
fome degree of propriety, in the celerity of their 
motions, and their civil vi6lories. In lefs than 
A. D. four years**, Severus fabdued the riches of the 

«93-«97- gj^fj.^ ^^ jj^g valour of the weft. He vanquiflied 
two competitors of reputation and ability, and 
defeated numerous armies, provided with wea- 
pons and difcipline equal to his own. In that 
age, the art of fortification, and the principles of 
tadics, were well underftood by all the Roman 
generals ; and the conftant fuperlority of Severus 
was that of an artift, who ufes the fame inftru- 
ments with more ikill and induftry than his rivals. 
I (hall not, however, enter into a minute narra- 
tive of thefe military operations ; but as the two 
civil wars againft Niger and againft Albinus, 
were almoft the fame in their conduft, event, and 
confequences, I (hall colleft into one point cf 
view, the moft ftriking circumftances, tending to 
develope the charadler of the conqueror, and the 
ftate of the empire. 

Cofidoa Falfehood and infincerity, unfuitable as they 

dvu*wl^? ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ dignity of public tranfaftions, offend 

4* Though it IS not| moft aflured]y> the intention of Lucan, to 
exalt the chaiafler of Cxfar, yet the idea he gives of that hero, in 
the tenth book of the Pharralia» where he defcribes him, «C the fame 
time, making love to Cleopatra, fuftaining a fiege againft the power 
of Egypt, and converGng with the fjges of the country, is, in reality* 
the noblift panegyric. 

4» Reckoninjr from His elc^ion, April 13, 193, to the death of 
Albinus, Febjuary 19, 197, See TillemoBt's Chronology. 
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us with a lefs degrading idea of meannefs, than chap. 
when they are found in the intercourfe of private ^^^^'mm^ 
life. In the latter, they difcover a want of cou- 
rage ; in the other, only a defeat of power : and, 
as it is impoffible for the moft able ftatefman to 
fubdue millions of followers and enemies by their 
own perfonal ftrength, the world, under the name 
of policy, feems to have granted them a very 11- 
beral indulgence of craft and diflimulation. Tet Artt of 
the arts of Scverus cannot be juftified by the moft *^*'"* 
ample privileges of (late ^ reafon. He promifed 
only to betray, he flattered only to ruin; and 
however he might occafionally bind himfelf by 
oaths and treaties, his confcience, obfequious to 
his intereft) always releafed him from the incon* 
venient obligation ^^ 

If his two competitors, reconciled by their towtrd* 
common danger, had advanced upon him with- '^^ 
out delay, perhaps Severus would have funk un«* 
der their united effort. Had they even attacked 
him, at the fame time, with feparate views and 
feparate armies, the conteft might have been long 
and doubtful. But they fell, fmgly and fuccef- 
fively, an eafy prey to the arts as well as arms 
of their fubtle enemy, lulled into fecurity by the 
moderation of his profeffions, and overwhelmed 
by the rapidity of his aSion, He firft marched 
againft Niger, whofe reputation and power he 
the moft dreaded: but he declined any hoftile 
declarations, fupprefled the name of his antago- 
nifty and only fignified to the fenate and people. 



43 Herodian, I. ii. p. Sj. 

his 
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his intention of regulating the eafterri provinces; 
In private he fpoke of Niger, his old friend and 
intended fucceffor *% with the moft aflfeftionate 
regard y and highly applauded his generous deiign 
of revenging the murder of Pertinax. To punifh 
the vile ufurper of the throne, was the duty of 
every Roman general. To perfevere in arms, 
and to refift a lawful emperor, acknowledged by 
the fenate, would alone render him criminal*'^ 
The fons of Niger had fallen into his hands 
among the children of the provincial governors^ 
detained at Rome as pledges for the loyalty of 
their parents *^ As long as the power of Niger 
infpired terror, or eVen refpeft, they were edu- 
cated with the moft tender care, with the chil- 
dren of Severus himfclf; but they were foon in- 
volved in their father's ruin, and removed, firft 
by exile, and afterwards by death, from the eye 
of public compaflion *\ 
towards Whilft Severus was engaged in his eaftern war, 

Aibtnut. i^g \^^^ reafon to apprehend that the governor of 
Britain might pafs the fea and the Alps, occupy 
the vacant feat of empire, and oppofe his return 

44- Whllft Severus was very dangeroufly ill, it was induftrioufly 
given out, that he intended to appoint Niger and Albinus bis Tuc^ 
cc^Hms. As he could not be fincere with refpe^l to both, he might 
not he Co with regard to either. Yet Severus carried his hypocrtfy fo 
far, as to profcfs that inttntiou in the memoirs of his own life. 

45 Hilt. Auguft. p. 65. 

4^ This praelice, invented by Commodus, proved very uftful to 
Severus. He found, at Rome, the children of many of the prin- 
cipai adherents of his rivals ; and be employed them more than oncf 
to intimiJAte, or fcduce, the parents. 

47 Hcrodian, 1. iii. p. 96. Hift. Auguft. p. 67, 6S. 

9 ^th 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. lyt 

irith the authority of the fenate and the forces of c " a p. 
the weft. The ambiguous conduft of Albinus, y ^^ y ^^mj 
in not aHuming the Imperial title, left room for 
negodation. Forgetting, at once, his profefSons 
of patriatifni, and the jealoufy of fovereign 
power, he accepted the precarious rank of Caefar, 
as a reward for his fatal neutrality. Till the firft 
conteft was decided, Severus treated the man, 
whom he had doomed to deftruftion, with every 
mark of efteem^and regard.. Even in the letter, 
in which he announced his viftory over Niger, 
he ftyles Albinus the brother of his foul and em- 
pire, fends him the affedlionate falutations of his 
wife Julia, and his young .faniily, and intreats 
him to preferve the armies and the republic faith- 
ful to their common intereft. The meffengers 
charged with this letter, were inftrufted to accoft 
the Casfar with refped, to defire a private audi- 
ence, and to plunge their daggers into his heart **• 
The confpiracy was difcovered,,and the too cre- 
dulous Albinus at length pafled over to the 
continent, and prepared for an unequal conteft 
with his rival, who rufhed upon him at the head 
of a veteran and vidorious army. 

The military labours of Severus fecm inade« Event of 
quate to the importance of his conquefts. Two ^^g'/ 
engagements, the one near the Hellefpont, the 
other in the narrow defiles of Cilicia, decided the 
fate of his Syrian competitor ; and the troops of 
Europe afferted their ufual afcendant over the ef- 

^ Hift. Aiiguft. p. S^. Spartianns has infeited this curious letter 

at full length. 

feminate 
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CHAP, feminate natives of Afia^^ The battle of I^yons^^ 
y.^^^^'^m^ where one hundred and fifty thoufand '^ Romans 
were engaged, was equally fiattal to Albums* 
The valour of the Britiih army maintained^ in* 
deed, a (harp and doubtful contefl:, with the 
hardy difcipilne of the lUyrian legions. The 
fame and perfon of Severus appeared, during a 
few moments, irrecoverably loft, till that war-^ 
like prince rallied' his fainting troops, and led 
them on to a decifive vidory "• The war waa 
finiihed by that memorable day. 
decided by The civll wars of modern Europe have beoi 
Sattiet.^^**^ diftinguilhed, not only by the fierce animofity, 
but likewife by the pbftinate perfeverance, of the 
contending factions. They have generally been 
juAified by fome principle, or, at leaft, coloured 
by foAie pretext, of religion, freedom, or loyalty. 
The leaders were nobles of independent property 
and hereditary influence. The troops fought like 
men intereAed in the decifion of the quarrel; 
and a$ fliilitary f^rk and party zeal were flrongly 
diffufed throughout the whole community, a va&- 
quiOied girief was immediately fupplied with new 
adherents^ eager to A^ their blood in the fame 
caufe. But the Romans, after the fall of the 
republic, combated imly for the choice of mafters. 

49 Coftfult the tkird book of Hwodian, and the fefentj-foiirtk 
book of Dion CaHTius* 

$^ Dion, 1. Ixxv. p. is6o. 

l> Dion, 1. Jxxv. p, 1261. Herodian» !• iii* p* tio. Hift. Aa. 
guft. p. 6S. The battle wai fought in the plain of TrevouXy three 
or four leagots ikom Lyont.' See TiJlcmoftt» torn* iii« p. 4«S* 
N<tte IS. 

Vnder 
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Under the ftandard of a popular candidate for ^ ^^ ^* 
empire, a few enlifted from affedion, fome from 
fear^ many from intereft, none from principle. 
The legions, uninflamed by party zeal, were al« 
lured into civil war by liberal donatires, and ftiir 
more liberal promifes. A defeat, by difabling 
the chief from the perforinance of his engage* 
ments, diflblved the mercenary allegiance of his 
followers; and left them to confult their own 
fafety, by a timely defertion of an unfuccelsful 
caufe. It was of little moment to the provinces, 
under whofe name they were oppreffisd or go- 
verned; they were driven by the impulfion of 
the prefent power, and as foon as that power 
yielded to a fuperior force, they haftened to im<* 
plore the clemency of the conqueror, who, as he 
had an immenfe debt to difcharge, was obliged 
to facrifice the mod guilty countries to the ava- 
rice of his foldiers* In the yaft extent of tho 
Roman empire, there were few fortified cities 
capable of proteding a routed army; nor wa9 
there any perfon, or family, or ordet of men, 
whofe natural intereft, unfupported by the powers 
of government, was capable of reftoring the caufe 
of a finking party *\ 

. Yet, in the conteft between Niger and Sere- Sw« 
rus, a fingle city deferves an honourable ezcep- ^^iT 
tion. As Byzantium was one of the greateit 
paflages from Europe into Afia, it had been pro- 
vided with a (trong garrifon, and a fleet of five 

5s Montefquieu, CoafiiUMtigiu fiir U Gnttjeiit C|t U Qecide]i<:« 
des Romaint^ c. x'tu 

Vol. L O hundred 
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hundred vefl^^Is yms anchored in the harbour'** 
The impetuofity of Severus difappointed , this 
prudent fcbeme of defence ; he left to his gene- 
rals the. fiege of Byzantium, forced the lefs 
guarded paflfage of the Hellefpont, and, impa* 
tient of a meaner enemy, preffed forward to en- 
counter his rival. Byzantium, attacked by a nu- 
merous and increafmg army, and afterwards by 
the whole naval power of the empire, fuftained a . 
fiege of three yeajs, and remained fiiithful to the 
name and memory of Niger. The citizens and 
foIdier& (we know not from what caufe) were ani- 
mated with equal fury ; feveral of the principal 
officers of Niger, who defpaired of, or who dif- 
dained a pardon, had thrown themfelves into 
this laft refuge : .the fortifications were eileemed 
impregnable) and, in the defence of the place, a 
celebrated engineer difplayed all the mechanic 
powers kao^^m to the ancienrs '\ Byzantium, at 
length, fuyendored to famine. The magtftrates 
an4 fol4ier8 were put to the fword, the walls de- 
molifiied, ^be privileges fuppreffed, and the dcf- 
uned capital of the eaft fubfifted only as an open 
callage, iubjed to the insulting jurifdidion of 
Perinthus. The hiftorian Dion, who had ad- 
mired the flouriihing, and lamented thedefolate. 

Si Moft "of tlicfc, at maybe ruppofed, were fmail open veflTcU j 
r«fiie, howeveri 'wei*» galltea of imoy and a few of three ranks of 
oart. ^ 

^ 'i The engtnfer't n«n\e.wat Pr'<^cu8. His (kiU faved hit life« «n(| 
hh wrat takeA'mfo tlicTtVvlce of rhe cbrqueror.' I^or the particular 
faAt of i^e fiege, confultOion CafTiuK (i. ixxv. p. 1251. )» >nd He. 
I%di«fi -^IriiNft. $$,)'\ fer the-theory of Hj the r-inciful.chevaHer de 
Folard may be looked into. See Poiybe^ tooi. n p. 76. 
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fete of Byzantiatn, accufed the tevenge df Se- ^ ^^^ *"• 
venis, for depriving the Roman people of the 
fttongeft bulwark againft the barbarians of Pontus 
and Afia"4 The truth of this obfervation was 
but too well juftified in the fucceeding age, whea 
the Gothic fleets covered the Euxine, and pafled 
through the undefended BoTphorus into the centre 
of the Mediterranean. 

Both Niger and Albinus were dlfcovered and Dearbtof 
put to death in their flight from the field of ^iV'n^tf 
battle* Their fate excited neither furprife nor Ciudcon- 
compaflion. They had flaked their lives agamft^ o?dM clrii 
the chance- of empii*, and fuffered what they ^*"* 
would have inflicted ; not did Severus claim the 
arrogant fupetiority^ of fuflfering his rivals to live 
in a private ftation. But his ufiforgiving temper^ 
ftimulated by avarice, indulged a fpirit of re- 
venge, where there ivas' no toom for apprehen* 
Son. The moft confiderable 'of the provincials,' 
who, without any diflike w the fortunate candi- 
date, had obeyed the governor under whofe au-* 
Aorily they were accidentally placed, were pu- 
iSflied by death, exile, and efpecially by th^ 
confifcatioii of their eftates. Many cities of the 
eafl were ftript of their ancient honours^ and 
obliged to pay, into the treafury of Severus, four 
dmes the amount of the fnms contr9)uted by 
them for the fervice of Niger '^ 

"* n NoNvfthflandiAg the authority of Spartianas and (bme raodcra' 
Grcdtty^ive may he alfnrtd from Dion and Herodian, thai Bysantium,' 
■any y«art after the death" of SereruSy lay in niins. * 

i* Dion, 1. Uxiv. p. 1250. 

s.-i Oa Till 
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CHAP. Till the final decifion of the war, the cruelty 
k^i^N^^ of Severus was, in Tome meafure, reftrained by 
^"s^efl ^^ uncertainty of the event, and his pretended 
againftthe reference for the fenate. The head of Albinus, 
^^^^^* accompanied with a menacing letter, announced 
to the Romans, that he was refolved to fpare 
none of the adherents of his unfortunate compe- 
titors. He was irritated by the juft fofpiciony 
that he had never pofTelTed the affedions of the 
feaate, and he concealed his old malevolence 
under the recent difcovery of fome treafonable 
correfpondences. Thirty-five fenators^ however, 
accufed of having favoured the party of Albinus^ 
he freely pardoned; and, by his fubfequent be** 
haviour, endeavoured to convince them, that he 
had forgotten, as well as forgiven, their fuppo(^d 
oflfences. But, at the fame time, he condemned 
forty-one '^ other fenators, whofe names hiftory 
has recorded} their wives, children, and clients^ 
attended tijem in death, and the nobleft pro« 
vincials of Spain and Gaul were involved in the 
fame ruin. Such rigid juftice, for fo he termed it, 
was, in th« opinion of Severus, the only conduft 
capable of enfuring peace to the people, or (la- 
bility to the prince; and he condefcended flightly 
to lament^ that, to be mild, it was neceflary that 
he ihould firft be cruel ''• 

97 Dion (I.lxxv. p. 1164.) i only 19 fenatort are mentioned hj 
Kim« but 41 are namrd in the AugutUn Hiflory, p. 69. ain«iig 
^hom were Ax of the name of Fcicenoius. Herodtan (i. tiu 4>. 1 1 5.) 
fpeakt in general of cbe trueltics of ScVcnis. 

i* Aareiiiia ViAor. 

The 
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Tbe tree intereft of aa abfolute monarch ge- ^ ha f. 
neraJly coincides with that of bis people* Their '^ - v ' -^-i^ 
numbers, their weakh, their order, and their fe- 2^][|J,^" 
curity, are the bed and only foundations of his jnfticeof 
real greatnefs; and were he totally detoid of menir**^*** 
virtue, prudence might fupply its place, and 
would dictate the fame rule of conduS. Seyerus 
confidered the Roman empire as his property, 
and had no fooner fecured the pofleilion, than he 
bedowed his care on the cultivation and im- 
provenient of fo valuable an acquifition. Salu«- 
tary laws, executed with inflexible firmnefs, foon 
corrected moft of the abufes with which^ fince 
the death of Marcus, every part of the governr 
meat ha4 been infeded. In the admUiiftration 
of juftice, the judgments of the empeior were 
frharaderized by attention, difcemment, and ini* 
partiality ; and whenever he deviated from the 
flrid line of eqOity, it was generally in favour 
of the poor and oppr^flfed ; not fo iduch indeed 
from any fenfe of humanity^ as from the natural 
propenfity of a defpot, to humble the pride of 
greatnefs, and to fink all his fubje£ls to the fame 
common level of abfolute dependence. His ex- 
penfive tade for building, magnificent (hows, and, 
above all a conftant and liberal didribution of 
corn and provifions, were the fureft m^ans of 
aptivating the affedioa of the Roman people '^ 

The 



19 Dion, I. Ixxfi/ p. i»7i. Hift. Auguft. p. 67. Sevfni« cele- 
brated the fecular grni^es with exrraoulmary magniiiGence, and he 
left in tbe pubKc granaries a provifiop of corn for (even years, at 
tkf rate of 751O00 mod>i« or about 1500 qnirtccs per day. I am 

O 3 perfuadedy 
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c HA P. The misfortunes of civil difcord were obliterated. 

*^^ . st^^^ The calm of peace'and profperity ^as once more 

~a^*l!;d experienced in the provinces ; and many cities, 

prnTperity. reflored by the munificence of Severus, aiTumed^ 

the title of his colonies, and attefted by pubh*G 

monuments their gratitude and felicity *^ The 

fame of the Roman arms was revived by that 

.t^'arlike and fuccefsful emperor ^\ and he boaded 

^with a juft pride, that having received the em« 

•pile oppreffed with foreign and domeftic wars, 

-he left it eftablifhed in profound, univerfal, and 

•honourable peace **. 

Relaxation '"' Altjiough the wounds of civil war appeared 

dfftijS? completely healed, its mortal poifon ftill lurked 

-in the vitals of the conftitution. Sever us pof- 

fefled a confiderable (hare of vigour and ability ; 

-but the daring foul of the firft Cacfar, or the deep 

policy of Auguftus, were fcarcely equal to the 

talk of curbing the infolence of the vidorious 

•legions. By gratitude, by mifguided policy, by 

'feeming. neceility, Severus was induced to relax 

'.the nerves of difcipline*'. The vanity of hi? 

(\ , • ■ .^ . 

' perfuadedj that the grananei of Severus i^rere fupplied for a long 
term : but I am not Jeft perfuaded, that policy on one haikd» and 
admiration to the oihery magnified the board far bfyond ita cn|e 
contents* 

^ ^0 See Spanhe)ra*s treatife of ancient medalf 9 the infcriptiont» and 
our learnM travellers Spon and Wheeler, $haW| Pocock, &e. who, 
jn Africi| Gfftct, and AQa, h^ve fqv^^d in^re moniimcntt of Se- 
verus, than 'of any other Roman emperor whatfoever. ' ' 
' ^* He carried his viftorious arms to Self ucia and Ctefiphony the 
capitals of the Parthian monarchy. I (hall have occafion to mention 
f)iis war iu its proper p^ce^, 

: ^* -?''>« in BrUamiis^ was his ovn juft and eippliatic ^xpreilioQ. 
jfiift, Auguft. 73. . 

.. V ^«f«5*Wi lv*ii« ?• VS.' Hilt Au^^ft. p, 6?. .. 

• •- . . '^ foldiers 
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I foldiers waa flattered with the honour of Viartag ^ ^^^y 
I gol J rings ; their eafe was Indulge^l In the per- ^>^^^ ; ^ 
million of living with thf ir wives in the idlenePs 
of quarters. He increafdd their pay beyond the 
example of forn^r tknes, an^ taught thena to ex- 
pert, and^on to claim, e^trsiordinary donatives 
on every public pcca$on of danger ox fefthrity. 
Elated by fuccefs, enervated by luxury, and raifed 
above the level of fubjeds by their dangerous 
privileges*^*, they foon became incapably of mi* 
liiary fatigue, oppreiTive to the country, and im- 
patient of a jud fubordination. Their officers 
aflerted the fuperiority of rank by a more profufe 
and elegant luxury. There is dill extant a letter 
of Severus, lamenting the licentious date pf the 
army, and exhorting one of his generals to begin 
the necedary reformatipn from the tribune^ then^^ 
.felves ; fince, as he judly obferves, tb^ officer 
who has forfeited the edeem, will never com- 
mand the obedience^ of his foldiers *'• Had the 
icmperor purfued the train of refleftioji, he would 
have difcoycred, that the primary caufe. of this 
general corruption, might be afcribed, not indeed 
to the example, but to the pernicious indulgence^ 
however, of the commander in chief* 

The Prastorians, who murdered their emperor New eft:u 
and fold the empire, had received the jijd pu- ^|'^;^*'"^ 
oiihment of their treafon •, but the nece^ury, Pr«r.>fitiii 

^4 Upon the infolence and privileges of the foldiers, the i(5th fitirr, 
falfcty afcribed lo Juvenal, may be confuhcd ; the ftyle apd circum. 
ftd iccs of it would induce ine to believe, that it was compoiied under 
the reign of Severus, or that of his Ton* 

#S Hili. Aoguti. p. sn* 

O 4 ikough 
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though dangerous^ inftitation of guards, was fooA 
reftored on a new model by Severus, and bx^ 
creafed to four times the ancient number •*. For^ 
merly thefe troops had been recruited in Italy; 
and as the adjacent provinces gradually imbibed 
the fofter manners of Rome, the levies were ex* 
tended to Macedonia, Noricum, and Spain. Ii^ 
the room of thefe elegant troops, better adapted 
to the pomp of courts than to the ufes of war, it 
was eftablifhed by Severus, that from ail the le* 
gions of the' frontiers, the foldiers mod diftin- 
guifhed for flrength, valour and fidelity, fihould 
be occafionally draughted ; and promoted, as an 
honour and reward, into the more eligible fervice 
of the guards •'. By this new inftitution, the 
Italian youth were diverted from the exercife of 
arms, s^nd fhe capital was terrified by the ftrange 
afpefl and manners of a muhitude of barbarians^ 
But Severus flattered himfelf, that the legions 
would confider thefe chofen Prsetorians as the re« 
prefentatives of the whole military order { and 
that the prefent aid of fifty thoufand men, fuperior 
in arms and appointments to any force that could 
be brought into the field againfl them, would for 
ever crulh the hopes of rebellion, and fecure the 
empire tp himfelf and his pofterity. 
The office The Command of thefe &voured and formi- 
%l7m. dable troops foon became the firft oflicc of the 
*^p^. empire. As the government degenerated into 

military defpotifm, the Praetorian Ptaefefl:, who 

*^ Herodtan, 1. iii. p. iji» 
^7 Dion^ 1. Ixxiv. p, is43» 

* in 
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in his origin had been a fimpic captain of the ^ "^^ *"• 
guards, was placed, not only at the head of the v^i*-^^«^ 
army, but of the finances, and even of the law. 
In every department of adminiftratton, he repre- 
fented the perfon, and exercifed the authority; of 
the emperor. The firft Prarfeft who enjoyed and 
abufed this immenfe power was Plautianus, the 
favourite minifter of Severus. His reign laded 
^bove ten years, till the marriage of his daughter 
with the eldeil fon of the emperor, which feemed 
to aiTure his fortune, proved the occaiion of his 
ruin^*. The animofities of the palace, by irritat*. 
ing the ambhion and alarming the fears of Plautia.- 
nus, threatened to produce a revolution, and obliged 
the emperor, who ftill loved him, to confent with 
reluftance to his death \ After the fall of Plau- 
tianus, an eminent lawyer, the celebrated Papinian, 
was appointed to execute the motley office of ■ 

Prsetorian Praefeft. 

Till the reign of Severus, the virtue and even The fennte 
the good fenfe of the emperors had been diftin- by^^uimy 
guiihed by their zeal or aftefted reverence for the dcfi'oiifm. 
fenate, and by a tender regard to the nice frame 
of civil policy inftituted by Auguftus, But the 
youth of Severus had been trained in the implicit 
obedience of camps, an^i his riper years fpent in 

A* One of his moil dftring and wanton a6lg of power, wag the 
eaflratian of an hundred free Romans, fotne of them married men, 
and even fathers of families; merely that his daughter, on her 
nurri^ige with the young emperor, might be attended by a train of 
eunuchs worthy of an eaftern queen. Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 1171. 

^9 Dion, I. ixxvi. p* 1274. Hcnodian, I. iii. p. isa. 129. The 
grammarian of Alexandria (eems, as it it not unufual, much better 
acquainted with this myfterious tranfa6lion, and more aflured of the 
guilt of Plautianus^ than the ftonuin feaator ventures to be* 

the 
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th€ defpotifm of military command. His Tiaughty 
and inflexible fpirit could not difcover, or would 
not acknowledge, the advantage of preferving an 
intermediate power, however imaginary, betweea 
the emperor and the army. He difdained to 
profefs himfelf the fervant of an affembly that 
deteiled his perfon and trembled at his frown; 
he iffued his commands, where his requeft woul^ 
have proved as efFeflual; aflumed the conduft 
and ftyle of a fovereign and a conqueror, and ex- 
ercifed, without difguife, the whole legiflative as 
well as the executive power. 
Nfwmax. The victory over the fenate was eafy and in- 
iuipniii^ glorious. Every eye and every paflion were di- 
pieroga- rcfted to the fupreme magiftrate, who pofTefled 
the arms and treafure of the ft ate ; whilft the fe- 
nate, neither elefted by the people, nor guarded 
by military force, nor animated by public fpirir, 
refted its declining authority on the frail and 
crumbling bafis of ancient opinion. The fine 
theory of a republic infenfibly vaniftied, and made 
way for the more natural and fubftantial feelings 
of monarchy. As the freedom and honours of 
Rome were fucccffively communicated to the 
provinces, in which the old government had been 
either unknown, or was remembered with abhor- 
rence, the tradition of republican maxims was 
gradually obliterated. The Greek hiftorians of 
the age of the Antonines^^ obferve with a ma- 
licious pleafure^ that although the fovereign of 
Rome, in compliance with an obfolete prejudice, 
abftained.from the name of king, he pofieffed the 

7« Appian in Proem. 

full 
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full meafure of regal power. In the reign of Se- 
verus, the fenate was filled with poliihed and elo- 
quent ilaves from, the eaftern provinces, who juf- 
tified perfonal flattery by fpeculative principles of 
fervitude. Thefe new advocates of prerogative 
were heard with pleafure by the court, and with 
patience by the people, when they inculcated the 
duty of paffive obedience, and defcanted en the 
inevitable inifchiefs of freedom. The lawyers 
and the hiftorians concurred in teaching, that the 
imperial authority was held, not by the delegated 
conimijiion, but by the irrevocable refignation of 
the fenate 5 that the emperor was freed from the 
feftraint of civil laws, could command by his ar- 
bitrary will the lives and fortunes of his fi^bjeds, 
and might difpofe of the empire as of his private 
patrimony '*• The moft eminent of the civil 
lawyers, and particularly Papinian, Paulus, and 
Ulpian, flouriflied under the houfe of Severus ; 
and the Roman jurifprudence having clofely 
united itfelf with the fyftem of monarchy, was 
fuppofed to have attained its full maturity and 
perfeftion. 

The contemporaries of Severus, in the enjoy- 
ment of the peace and glory of his reign, forgjive 
the cruelties by which it had been introduced. 
Pofterity, who experienced the fatal efFefis of his 
maxims and example, juflly conHdered him as 
the principal authos of the decline pf the Roman 
empire, 

' t* Dion Caflittt leemt to have written with no other view, than to 
form tbcie opinions into ^n hiftoricsl fyftem. The Pandemia ^ll 
Aew how afliduoufly the lawyer$| op their fidei laboured in the caufe 
9f pi^oKaitvff . 
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CHAP. VI. 

Tb^ Death of Severus. ^Tyranny of Caracalla. — 
Ufurpation of Macrinus* — Follies of Elagabqlta. 
-^Virtues of Alexander Severtu. — Licentioufnefs. 
of the Army.^General State of the Roman Fi- 
nances. 

»TpHE afcent to greatnefs, however fteep .and 
-*' dangerbus, may entertain an aftivte fpirit 
i^ith the confcioufnefs and exercife of its own 
powers; but the pofleffion of a throne could 
never yet afford a lading fatlsfadion to an am- 
bitious mind. This melancholy truth was felt 
and' acknowledged by Severus, Fortune and 
merit had, from an humble ftation, ^kvated 
him to the firft place among mankind. ** He 
" had been all things," as he faid himfelf, ** and 
" all was of little vsjue '." Diftraded with the 
care, not of acquiring, but of preferving an 
empire, oppreffed with age and infirmities, care- 
lefs of fame*, and fatiated with power, all his 
profpefts of life were <:lofed. The defire of per- 
petuating the greatnefs of his family, was the 
only remaining wifli of his ambition and paternal 
tendernefs. 

Like mod of the Africans, Severus was paf- 
fionately addi£l;ed to the vain ftudies of magic 
and diyination, deeply verffd in the interpreta* 

t Hift. Auguft. p. 71. ^ Omitia fui et nihil expedite* 
* Dion Cafllui, 1. Ixxvi* p. iaS^, 
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tion of dreams and omens, and perfeflly acquaint- 
ed with the fcience of judicial aftrologyj vrhich, 
in aloioft every age except the prefent, has 
maintained its dominion over the mind of man. 
He had loft his fird vife, ivhilft he was gover- 
nor of the Lionnefe Gaul '. In the choice of a 
fecondy he fought only to connefl himfelf with 
fome favourite of fortune ; and as foon as he had 
difcovered that a young lady of Emefa in Syria 
bad a royal nativity^ he folicited, and obtained 
her hand \ Julia Domna (for that was her name) 
deferved all that the ftars could promtfe hen 
She poflefled, even in an advanced age, the at* 
tradions of beauty % and united to a lively ima^ 
gination a firmnefs of mind and ftrength of 
judgment, feldom beftowed on her fcx. Her 
amiable qualities never made any deep impreifion 
on the dark and jealous temper of her hufband ; 
but in her fon^s reign, (he adminiftered the pfin* 
cipal affairs of the empire, with a prudence that 
fupported his authority; and with a moderation 
that fometimes correded his wild extravagancies \ 
Jalia applied herfelf to letters and philofophy, 
vith fome fuccefs, and with the molt fplendid 

t About the }'ear iS6, M, de TilIcmoAt ts miremblf embtfrafled 
»iih a pafl)*ge of Dion« in wbich thecmprtrs PauAinB, who died is 
the year 175, \% introduced ts buying contribiutd to the mnfrriage of 
Sf Terns and Julia <!. jxxiv. p. iM>l)« The learned com^^ler forgot^ 
that Dion \% relatiog^ not a real fad, but a dream of Scvtniti and 
drcami are circunDlcribed to no (imita of time or fpaoe. Did M« do 
Ttlltmont imagine that marriages were amfummtai in the templet 
Veou$«t Komc ? Hift. det Smpereurs, torn. iii. p. %%^» Note 6* 

* Hifl. Augtift. p. 65. S Hift* Avguft, p« %%• 
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c. H -A p. ^ repdtation. She was the patronefs of every art^ 
>,i,>.,>^> • ^d the friend of every man of genius '. The 
grateful flattery of the learned has celebrated her 
virtue; but, if we may credit the fcandal 
of ancient hiftory, chaftity was very far from 
being the mod confpicuous virtue of the emprefs 
Julia*. 
Their twp Two fons, Caracalla* and Geta, were the fruit 
maiuand P^ ^^'^ marriage, and the deftined heirs of the 
^»«a» empire. The fond hopes of the father, and of 
the Roman world, were foon difappointed by 
thefe vain youths, who difplayed the indolent 
fecurity of hereditary princes ; and a prefomption 
that . fortune would fupply the place of merit and 
application. Without any emulation of virtue 
or talents, they difcover^d, atmoft from, their in* 
fancy, a fixed and implacable antipathy for each 
other. Their aversion, confirmed by years, and 
fio^niented by the arts of their interefted favour- 
ites, broke out in childiili, and, gradually in 
more ferious, competitions; and, at length, di- 
vided 'the theatre, the circus, and the court, into 
two factions ; aciiuated by the hc^es and fears of 
their refpeftive leaders. The prudent emperor 
endeavoured, by every expedient of advice and 

7 See a BiiTertation of Menagf , at (he end of hii eitiiion of Diogenes 
jLaeitius^ de Foemirus Philofophis. 

' Dion, 1. Ixxvi. p. 77%$, AureHus Vi^or. 
. 9 Bskflianos was his firft itamei as it hfd been tliat of his maiern'il 
grandfather. During his reign he afifumed the appeltation of Ac- 
tbninusy inrhich ia employed by lawyers and ancient hifioriana. After 
his death, tlie public indignation loaded. him wuh the nick itMnes of 
Tarantu.s tind Cara^alla. T^e firft was borrowed from a cejebraied 
Gladiator, the fecond from a long Gallic g(;wa wbicb he ^dUiributcd 
to the people of Rome. 
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authority, to allay this growing anlmofity. The ^ "^^ p. 
unhappy difcord of his fons clouded all hi&pro- v^>^>-^^- 
fpeds, and threatened to x>verturn a throne raifed 
with fo much labour, cemented with fo much 
blood, and guarded with every defence of arms 
and treafure. With an impartial hand be main* . 
tained between them an exad balance of favour, 
conferred on both the rank of Auguftus, with 
the revered name of Antonious ; and for the firft 
time the Roman world beheld three emperors'^. Three em- 
Yet even this equal conduft ferved only to inflame: P*^®"» 
the conteft, whild the fierce Caracalla aflerted 
the right of primogeniture, and the milder Geta^ 
courted the a£Fe£Uon8 of the; people and the fol* 
diers. In the anguifli of a difappointed father^. 
Severus foretold, that the weaker of his fons would 
£giil a facrifice to the ftronger j who, .in his turn^^ 
would be ruined by his own vices "• 

In thefe circumftances the intelligence of a war The Caie. 
in Britain, and of an invafion of the province ^^'^^^ 
by the barbarians of the North, was received a.£>,sqs. 
with plealure by S^verus. Though the vigilance 
of his lieutenants might have been fuflicient to . 
repel the diftant enemy, he refolved to embrace ^ 
the honourable pretext of withdrawing his fona 
from the luxury of Rome, which enervated their 
minds and irritated their paflions; and of inur« 
ing their youth to the toils of war and govern- 
ment, Notwithftanding his advanced age (for 

»» The elevation of Caracalla is fixed by the accurate M. de Tille^' 
mont to the year 19S : the afTociation of Oeta to the year soS, 

" Hcrodian, 1. iii. p. 130, The liTCS of Caracalia and Geta in 
the AttgnftftA Uiltory. 
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c H^A P. he was above three-fcore), «d his gonU ^Hidf 
obliged him to be carried In a litter, he trant 
ported himfelf in perfon into that remote ifland, 
attended by his two fons, hb whole court, and 
a formidable army* He immediately paffed the 
walls of Hadrian and Antoninus, and entered the 
enemy's country, with a defign of completing 
the long attempted conqueft of Britain. He 
penetrated to the northern extretnity of the iiland, 
without meeting an enemy* But the concealed 
ambufcades of the Caledonians, who hung un- 
ften on the rear and flanks of his army, the 
coldnefs of the climate, and the feverity of a 
winter march acrofs the hills and moraflfes of 
Scotland, are reported to have coft the Romans 
above fifty thoufand men. The Caledcmians at 
length yielded to the powerful and obftinate at* 
tack, fued for peace, and furrendered a part of 
tfaeir arms, and a large traft of territory. Bat 
their apparent fubmiffion lafted no longer than the 
prefent terror. As foon as the Roman legions 
had retired, they refumed their hoftile independ* 
cnce. ITieir reftlefs fpirit provoked Severus to 
lend a new army into Caledonia, with the moft 
bloody orders, not to fubdue but to extirpate the 
natives. They were faved by the death of their 
haughty enemy **. 

FingaUnd This Caledonian war, neither marked byded- 
five events, nor attended with any important 
confequences, would ill deferve our attention: 
but it is fuppofed, not without a confiderablc 

■> Dion, K Ixxvi. p. iiSoi Sec. Herodian« 1. iii. p. 1 3«» ^* 
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degree of probability, that the hivafion of Seve- ^ ^ ^* 
rus IS conneded with the moft fhining period of ^^^ w w 
the Bridfli hiftory or feWe. Fingal, whofe fame, 
with that of his heroes and bards, has been re« 
vived in our language by a recent publicarion, 
is iaid to have commanded the Caledonians in 
that memorable jandure, to hare eluded the 
power of Sererus, and to have obtamed a fignal 
viftory on the banks of the Carun, in which the 
fon of tJje King of the Worlds Caracul, fled from 
his arms along the fields of his pride '^ Some- 
thing of a doubtful mifl dill hang^ over thefe High', 
land traditions; nor can it be entirely difpelled 
by die moft ingenious refearchet of modem cri« 
tidfin*^: but if we could, with iafety, indulge Contnftof 
the pleaikig fuppofition, that Fmgsd lived, and di*„?*Ij^ 
that Oflian fung, the flriking contraft of the ^^^^ 
fituadon and manners of the contending nations 
might amiife a philofophic mind The parallel 
wouU be little to the advantage of the more 
civilized fpeo{^, if we compared the unrelenting 
revenge of Severus with the generous clemency 
of Fiagal} the timid and brutal cruelty of Cara^^ 

*1 OiCaVtPowif, Tol.i. p« 175. 

>4 That the Caracul of OiTtan is the Caracalla tff the Ronnan Hir« 
tory, it, perhaps, the only point of Britifh antiquity in which 
Mr. Macpherfon and Mr. Wbitaker are of the fsme opinion ; and 
yet the opiofon it not without difficulty. In the Caledonian war^ 
the Ton of SeTerut wat known only by the appellation of Antoninus $ 
and it may (cem ftrange, that the Highland bard fliould defcribe him 
by a Qick-name, iftvented four yeart afterwardt, fcarcely ufed by the 
Romans till after the death of that emperor, and feldom employed by 
the soft ancient bittorians. See Dion, 1. laxvii. p. 1317. Hift« 
Augnft. p. 89. AurtJ* ViAor. £ufeb« in Chron. ^d aan. a 14. 
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calla, with the bravery, the tendemefs, the ele- 
gant genius of Offian ; the mercenary chiefs who, 
from motives of fear or intereft, ferved under the 
Imperial ftandard, with the freeborn warriors 
who darted to arms at the voice of the king of 
Morven ; if, in a word, we contemplated the 
untutored Caledonians, glowing with the warm 
virtues of nature, and the degenerate Romans, 
polluted with the mean vices of wealth and fla- 
very. 

The declining health and laft illnefs of Severus 
inflamed the wild ambition and black paffions of 
Caracalla's foul. Impatient of any delay or divi- 
fipn of empire, he attempted, more than once, 
to fliorten the fmall remahider of his father's 
days, and endeavoured, but without fuccefs, to 
excite a mutiny among the troops '^ The old 
emperor had often cenfured the mifguided lenity 
of Marcus, who, by a fingle aft of juftice, might 
have faved the Romans from the tyranny of his 
worthlefs fon. Placed in the fame fituation, he 
experienced how ealily the rigour of a judge dif- 
folves away in the tendernefs of a parent. He 
deliberated, he threatened, but he could not 
punifli ; and this laft and only inftance of mercy 
was more fatal to the empire than a long 
feries of cruelty *^ The diforder of his mind 
irritated the pains of his ^ body; he wiflied im- 
patiently for death, and haftened the inftant of 
it by his impatience, lie expired at York in 

"5 Dion, 1. ixxvi. p. liSa,' Hift. Auguft. p. 71. Aurel. Viftor. 
>^ Dion, 1, IxxTi. p. 1283. Hiii. Au^ft. p. 891 
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the fixty-fifth year of hfs life, and in the elgh- chap. 
teenth of a glorious and fuccefsful reign. In his '^-^^ ' 
laft moments he recommended concord to his 
fons, and his fons to the army. The falutary 
advice never reached the heart, or even the under- 
ftanding, of the impetuous youths ; but the 
more obedient troops, mindful of their oath of 
allegiance, and of the authority qf their deceafed 
mafter, refilled the folicitations of Caracalla, and 
proclaimed both brothers emperors of Rome. 
The new princes foon left the Caledonians in 
peace, returned to the capital, celebrated their 
father's funeral with divine honours, and were 
cheerfully acknowledged as lawful . fovereigns, ^ 
by the fenate, the people, and the provmces. 
Some pre-eminence of rank feems to have been 
allowed to the elder brother ; but they both 
admintftered the empire with equal and independent 
power '\ 

Such a divided form of government would have Jw^oiify 
proved a fource of difcord between the molt of the two 
affeftionate brothers. It was impofllble that it '"^F^^^ors. 
could long fubfift between two implacable ene- 
mies, who neither defired nor could truft a recon- 
ciliation. It was vifible that one only could 
reign, and that the other muft fall ; and each of 
them judging of his rival's defigns by his own, 
guarded his life with the moll jealous vigilance 
from the repeated attacks of poifon or the fword. 
Their rapid journey through Gaul and Italy, 

>7 DioHi 1. IxxTi. p. is84« Herodian, I. iii. p. 135. 
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during which they never eat at the fame table^ 
or flept in the fame houfe, difplayed to the pTo« 
vinces the odious fpedacle of fraternal difcord. 
On their arrival at Rome, they immediately di- 
vided the vaft extent of the Imperial pabce'*. 
No communication was allowed between their 
apartments ; the doors and paffages were dili« 
gently fortified, and guards polled and relieved 
with the fame ftridnefs as in a befieged place. 
The emperors met only in public, in the pre- 
fence of their afiBtfted mother; and each fur« 
rounded by a numerous train of armed followers. 
Even on thefe occafions of ceremony, the diili* 
mulatbn of courts could ill difguife the rancour of 
their hearts '% 

This latent civil war already diftraAed the 
whole government, when a fcheme was fuggefted 
that feemed of mutual benefit to the hoftiie bro- 

>s Mr. Hamft it jaftly fttrprifed at a paBage in Herod taa (1. iw, 
P« IS9*)* ^^^> <^ *^^* occaiicNi, rrprrftnts the Imperial palace as 
equal in extent to the reft of Rome* The ^hole region of the Pa- 
latine Mount on which it was bailtf occupied, at moft, a circum- 
ference of eleven or twelve thoufand feet (fee the Notitia and Vic- 
tor, in Nardini*s Roma Antica). But we iboald recolkft that the 
opulent fenaton had almoft fumanded the city with their cztenfirc 
gardens and foperb palaces, the greateft psrt of which had been gra- 
dually confifcated by the emperors. If Geta rciided in the gardens 
that bore hia name on the Janiculum« and if Caracal la inhabited 
the gardens of Marcenas on the Efqueline, the rival brothers were 
feparated from each other by the diftance of feveral miles $ and yet 
the intcrmediare fpace was filled by the Imperial gardens of Salloft, 
of LUcuUiH) of Agrippa, of Domitian, of Caius, Sec all fldrtiog 
round the city, and all conneAed with each other, and with the 
palace, by bridges thrown over the Tiber and the ftreets. But this 
explanation of Herodian would require, though it ill deferves, a par- 
ticular dtflertattoo, illuftrated by a map of ancient Rome 

*9 Herodian, hiv. p. s)9« 
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thers. It wa$ propofed, that fince it was im* 
poflible to reconcile their minds, they fliould 
feparate their intereft, and divide the emjure 
between them. The conditions of the treaty 
were already drawn with fome accuracy. It wa$ 
agreed, that Caracalla, as the elder brotbeir» 
fhould remain in poflfeflion of Europe and the 
weftern Africa; and that he Oiould relinquifli 
the fovereignty of Afia and Egypt to Oeta, wbq 
might fix his refidence at Alexandria or Antioch, 
cities little inferior to Rome itfelf in wealth and 
greatnefs ; that numerous armies fhould be con* 
ftantly encamped on either fide of the Thraciaa 
Bofphorus, to guard the frontiers of the rival 
monarchies; and that the fenators of European 
extraction fhould acknowledge the fovereign of 
Rome, whilft the natives of Aiia followed the 
emperor of the Eaft. The tears of the emprefs 
Julia interrupted the negooiation, the firft idea 
of which had filled every Roman bread with fur- 
prife and indignation. The mighty mafs of con*- 
queft was fo intimately united by the hand of 
time and policy, that it required the mofl for* 
cible violence to rend it afunder. The Romans 
had reafon to dread, that the disjointed members 
would foon be reduced by a civil war under the 
dominion of one mafler ; but if the feparation 
was permanent, the divifion of the provinces 
muft terminate in the diiTolution of an empire 
whoie unity had hitherto remained inviolate^. 



*• Herodian, 1. W, p. 144. 
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CHAP. Had the treaty been carried into execution, the 
v..^!;^^ fovereign of Europe might foon have been the 
Murder of conqucTor of Afia ; but Caracalla obtained an 
aId.*!!. eafier though a more guihy viftory. He artfully 
ayth Fe- liftened to his mother's entreaties, and confented 

bruary. . t . i 

to meet his brother m her apartment, on terms 
of peace and reconciliation. In the midft of 
their converfa.ion, fome centurions, who had con- 
trived to conceal themfelves, ruflied with drawn 
fwords upon the unfortunate Geta. His diftraded 
mother ftrove to proteft him in her arms ; but, 
in the unavailing (truggle, (he was wounded in 
the hand, and covered with the blood of her 
younger fon, while (he faw the elder animating 
and aflilUng *' the fury of the affaffins. As foon 
as the deed was perpetrated, Caracalla, with 
hafty iteps, and horror in his countenance, ran 
towards the Praetorian camp as his only refuge, 
and threw h'mfelf on the ground before the ftatues 
of the tutelar deities". The foldicrs attempted 
to raife and comfort him. In broken and dif- 
ordered words he informed them of his imminent 
danger and fortun^^te efcape j infmuating that he 
had prevented the defigns of his enemy, and de- 
clared his refolution to live and die with his fatth- 

*' Car^cnlla conlecrated, in the temple of Serapis, the fword, with 
which, as he boalted, he had flam his brother Geta, Dion, 1, txxvii. 
p. 1307. 

»» HeroHlan, 1. iv. p. 147, In every Roman canr»p there was a 
fmalLchape] near the head quarters, in which the (Urues of the tute- 
l.tr deities were piefcrved and a<iored 5 and we niay remaik, that 
tlie eagles, and other military enfigns, were in the firft rank of thefc 
deities: an excellent inftiiution, which confirmed difcipline by the 
lan£Uon of religion. Sec Lipiius de Militia Romana, iv. 5. v. a. 
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ful troops. Geta had been the favourite of the c h a p. 
foldiers ; but complaint was ufelefs, revenge was ^.„^J^mmj 
dangerous, and they ftiU reverenced the fon of 
Severus. Their difcontent died away in idle 
murmurs, and Caracalla foon convinced them of 
the juftice of his caufe, by diftributing in one 
lavifli donative the accumulated treafures of his 
father's reign *\ The rtzX fentimenis of the fol- 
diers alone were of importance to his power or 
fafety. Their declaration in his favour com- 
manded the dutiful profejftons of the fenate. The 
obfequious affembly was always prepared to ratify 
the decifion of fortune ; but as Caracalla wiftied 
to affuage the firft emotions of public indigna- 
tion, the name of Geta was mentioned with de- 
cency, and he received the funeral honours of a . 
Roman emperor **• Pofterity, in pity to his mif- 
fortune, has caft a veil over his vices. We con- 
lider that young prince as the innocent viftim of 
his brother's ambition, without, recollefting that 
he himfelf wanted power, rather than inclination, 
to confummate the fame attempts of revenge and 
murder. 

The crime went not unpuniffied. Neither Remorfe 
bufmefs, nor pleafure, nor flattery, could defend ©? cara. ^ 
Caracalla from the ftings of a guilty confcience ; ^^^^* 
and he confeffed, in the anguifli of a tortured 
mind, that his difordered fancy often beheld the 
angry forms of his father and his brother rifing 

S3 Herodiaiiy 1. iv. p. 148. Dion, l.lxxvii. p. i«S9. 

^4 Geta was placed among the gods. Sit divus^ dum non fit Wvni, 
faid his brother. Hift. Auguft. p. 91. Some marl^s of Geta*< coq« 
fcQratloQ are Aill found upon medals. 
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CHAP, into life, to threaten and upbraid him *^. The 
^^* confdoufnefs of his crime (hould have induced 
him to convince mankind, by the virtues of hia 
reign, that the bloody deed had been the invo- 
luntary eSe& of fatal neceiSty. But the repent- 
ance of Caracalla only prompted him to remove 
from the world whatever could remind him of 
his guilt, or recal the memory of his murdered 
brother. On his return from the fenate to the 
palace, he found his mother in the company of 
feveral noble matrons, weeping over the untimely 
hte of her younger fon. The jealous emperor 
threatened them with inftant death ; the fentence 
was executed againft Fadilla, the laft remaining 
daughter of the emperor Marcus ; and even the 
afBided Julia waa obliged to filence her lament* 
ations, to fuppreft her fighs, and to receive the 
aflaflin with fmiles of joy and af^robation. It 
was computed that, under the vague appellation 
of the friends of Geta, above twenty thoufand 
perfons of both fexes fuflFered death* His guards 
and freedmen, the minifters of his ferious bull- 
nefs, and the companions of his loofer hours, 
thofe who by his intereft had been promoted to 
' any commands in the army or provinces, with the 
long-conne£ted chain of their dependents, were 
included in the profcription ; which endeavoured 
to reach every one who had maintained the 
fmalleft correfpondence with Geta, who lamented 
his death, or who even mentioned his name*^ 

Helvius 

•J Dion, I. Ixxvii. p. 1307. 

^ Dion, 1. IxxTii. p. 1290. Henx!iin» 1. iv, p. 150. Dion 
(p. IZ9S.} iajrtf that the comic poets do longer durft employ the 

name 
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Helvius Pertinaz, fon to the prince of that name; c » a p. 
Joft his life by an unfeafonable witticifm*'. It -^i-^^r 
was a fufEcient ciime of Thrafea Prifcus to be 
defeended from a iamily in which the love of 
fiberty feemed an hereditary quality*'. The 
particular caufes of calumny and fufpicion were 
at length exhaufled ; and when a fenator was 
accufed of being a fecret enemy to the government, 
the emperor was fatisfied with the general proof 
that he was a man of property and virtue. From 
this well-grounded principle he frequently drew 
the moft bloody inferences. 

The execution of fo many innocent citizens i>eathof 
was bewailed by the fecret tears of their friends ^^^^* 
and families. The death of Papinian, the Pras- 
torian prasfed, was lamented as a public cala* 
micy. During the laft feven years of Severus^ 
he had ezercifed the moft important offices of 
the flate, and, by his falutary influence, guided 
the emperor^s fteps in the paths of juftice and 
moderation. In full aifurance of his virtues and 
abilities, Severus, on his death-bed, had con« 
jured him to watch over the profperity and union 

oaine of Geta in their p1ays« and that the eftatet of thoft who men. 
tjooed it in their teftamentt, were confircated. 

*7 CaracalU had afliimed the names of feveral conquered nations s 
Pertinaz obfcrved, that the name of Gitieus (he had obtained fome 
advantage of the Goibt or Geta) would be a proper addition to 
PartUicosy Alemannicus, Sec. Uift. Auguft. p. 89. ' 

a* Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1191. H^ was probably defeended from 
Helvidius Prifcus, and Thrafea Paetus, thofc patriots whofe firm, 
but ufeleCk and unfeafonable virtue, has been immortalized by 
Taaitus. 
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of the Imperial family *^ The honeft labours of 
Fapinian ferved only to inflame the hatred which 
Caracalla had already conceived againft his father's 
minifter. After the murder of Geta, the Prae- 
feft was commanded to exert the powers of 
his (kill and eloquence in a Audied apology for 
that atrocious deed. The philo(c>phic Seneca 
had condefcended to compofe a fimilar epiftle to 
the fenate, in the name of the fon and affaflin 
of Agrippina '"^ ; " That it was eafier to commit 
*' than to juftify a parricide," was the glorious 
reply of Papinian^*, who did not hefitate be- 
tween the lofs of life and that of honour. Such 
intrepid virtue, which had efcaped pure and 
unfullied from the intrigues of courts, the habits 
of bufinefs, and the arts of his profeflion, refleds 
more luftre on the memory of Papinian, than 
all his great employments, his numerous writings, 
and the fuperior reputation as a lawyer, which 
he has preferved through every age of the Roman 
jurifprudence^*. 
h;» tyran- It had hitherto been the peculiar felicity of the 
rToCerlhe Romaus, and in the worft of times their con- 
wboJecm- folation, that the virtue of the emperors was 
active, and their vice indolent. Auguftus, Tra- 
jan, Hadrian, and Marcus, vifited their exten- 
five dominions in perfon, and their progrefs was 
marked by afts of wifdom and beneficence. 

*9 It is faid that Pacinian was himfelf a relation of the emprtfs 

Julia. 

JO Tacit. Anna!, xiv. a. J» Hift. Auguft. p. 88, 

J» With regaul to Papinian, fee Hcineccius's Hiftoria Juris 

Roinani| 1. 3301 Sec, 

The 
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The tyranny of Tiberius, Nero, and Domitian, chap. 
who refided almoft conftantly at Rome, or in .^^L^ ^ 
the adjacent villas, was confined to the fenatorial 
and equeftrian orders "• But Caracalla was the 
common enemy of mankind. He left the capi- 
tal (and he never returned to it) about a year' A.D. 113. 
after the murder of Geta. The reft of 
his reign was fpent in the feveral provinces of 
the empire, particularly thofe of the Eaft, and 
every province was by turns the fcene of his 
rapine and cruelty. The fenators, compelled by 
fear to attend his capricious motions, were 
obliged to provide daily entertainments at an 
immenfe expence, which he abandoned with con- 
tempt to his guards ; and to ere6t, in every city, 
magnificent palaces and theatres, which he either 
difdained to vifit, or ordered to be immediately ^ 

thrown down. The moft wealthy families were 
ruined by partial fines and confifcations, and the 
great body of his fubjefts oppreffed by ingenious 
and aggravated taxes'*. In the midfl: of peace, 
and upon the flighteft provocation, he iflfued his 
commands, at Alexandria in Egypt, for a general 
maflacre. From a fecure poft in the temple of 
Serapis, he viewed and direfted the flaughter of 
many thoufand citizens, as well as ftrangers, with- 
out diftinguifliing ehher the number or the crime 
of the fuflferers; fince, as he coolly informed 

Jl Tiberius and Domiiinn ntvcr moved from the ntighbourhood 
of Rome. Nero made a fliort journey into Greece. " El laudato- 
rum Pfincipum ufus ex aequo quamvis procul agentibus. Ssevi 
proximis ingruunt," Tacit. Htlt. iv. 75. 

S4 DioOy 1. Ixxvti. p. 1294^ 

the 
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the fenate, all the Alexandrians, thofe who ha4 
periflied and thofe who had efcaped, were alike 
guilty ". 
Relaxation The Wife inftru£lioRS of Severus never* made 
{.line. * any lafting impreffion on the mind of his fon, 
who, although not dcflitutc of imagination and 
eloquence, was equally devoid of judgment and 
humanity -^ One dangerous maxim, worthy of 
a tyrant, was remembered and abufed by Cara- 
calla, " To fecure the afFe£lions of the army, 
** and to efteem the reft of his fubjefts as of 
" little moment "." But the liberality of the 
father had been reftrained by prudence, and his 
indulgence to the troops was tempered by firm- 
nefs and authority. The carelefs profufion of 
the fon was the policy of one reign, and the 
inevitable ruin both of the army and of the 
empire. The vigour of the foldiers, inftead of 
being confirmed by the fevere difcipline of camps, 
melted away in the luxury of cities. The excef- 
five increafe of their pay and donatives*' exhaufteJ 

the 

SS Dion, I. Ixxvii. p. 1307. Herodisn, 1. iv. p. 158. The for- 
mer rcpreicnis it as a cruel maflacre, the lacfer as a pcifi liuus one too. 
It Teems probable, that the AkxandiiiAns had irritated tl>c tyiaiit by 
their railleriesi and perhaps by their tumults. 

S^ Dion, 1. IxxYii. p. 1196, 

S7 DioD» 1. Ixxvi. p. ift84. Mr. Wotton (Hid, of Romf, p. ^30. ) 
fufpcAs that this maxim was indented by Caracaila bitofelf, and 
attributed to hit father. 

S' Dion (1. Ixxvitt. p. 1)43.) informs us, that the cxtraordinmry 
gifts of Caracaila to the army amounted annually to frventy miU 
Itont of drachm je (about two millions three hundred and fifty thou« 
fand pounds). Tiiere is another patT^ge in Dion, concerning tba 
military pav, infinitely curious ; were it not obCeure, imperfect, and 
probably corri^t. The beft fcnfe ftemt to b<> that the Praptorian 

guarda 
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the ftate to enrich the military order, whofe chap* 
modefty in peace, and fervice in war, are bed s.^^^^^ 
fecured by an honourable poverty. The demeanor 
of Caracalla was haughty and full of pride ; but 
with the troops he forgot even the proper dignity 
of his rank, encouraged their infolent familiarity, 
and, negleding the effential duties of a general, 
a^efled to imitate the drefs and manners of a com- 
mon foldier. 

It was impoffible that fuch a charader, and Murdwof 

Caracalla. 

/uch a conduft as that of Caracalla, could infpire a.d.*i7. 
either love or efteem ; but as long as his vices *«*»March. 
were beneficial to the armies, he was fecure from 
the danger of rebellion. A fecret confpiracy, 
provoked by his own jcaloufy, was fatal to the 
tyrant. The Praetorian prscfeflure was divided 
between two miniiters. The military depart- 
ment was intrufted to Adventus, an experienced 
rather than an able foldier ; and the civil affairs 
were tranfadled by Opilius Macrinus, who, by 
his dexterity in bufmefs, had raifed himfelf, witlj 
a fair charader, to that high office. But his 
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor, 
and his life might depend on the flighteft fuf- 
picion, or the moil cafual circumflance. Malice 
or fanaticifm had fuggefted to an African, deeply 

guards received twelve hundred and fifty drachma (forty pounds) 
a year (Dion, 1. Ixxvii. p. 1307.). Under ihe reign of Auguftu«» 
they were paid at the rate of two drachms, or denaiii, per day, 
710 a year (Tacit. Annal. i. 17). Domitian, who increafed the 
ibidiers pay one fourth, muft have raifed the Praetorian) to 960 
drachmae (Gronovius de Pecunii Veteri, l.iii. c. ».). Thcfe fuc- 
ceflive augmentations ruined the empire, for, with the fokiiers p«y» 
their numbfers too were increafed. V^e have fceo the Prstoriant alone 
increafed from 10,000 to 50,000 men. 

fldlled 
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CHAP, (killed in the knowledge of futurity, a very dan- 
gerous prediftion, that Macrinus and his fon 
were deftined to reign over the empire. The 
report was foon diflfufed through the province; 
and when the man was fent in chains to Rome^ 
he ftill afferted, in the prefence of the Praefeftwof 
the city, the faith of his prophecy. That ma- 
giftrate, who had received the mod prefling in- 
ftruflions to inform himfelf of the fucceffbrs of 
Caracalla, immediately communicated the exa- 
mination of the African to the Imperial court, 
which at the time refided in Syria. But, not« 
withftanding the diligence of the public meflen- 
gers, a friend of Macrinus found means to apprize 
him of the approaching danger. The emperor 
received the letters from Rome ; and as he was 
then engaged in the condud of a chariot race, 
he delivered them unopened to the Praetorian 
Praefeft, direfting him to difpatch the ordinary 
aflfairs, and to report the more important bufi- 
nefs that might be contained in them. Macrinus 
read his fate, and refolved to prevent it. He 
inflamed the difcontents of fome inferior oflicers, 
and employed the hand of Martialis, a defperate 
foldier, who had been refufed the rank of cen- 
turion. The devotion of Caracalla prompted 
him to make a pilgrimage from Edefla to the 
celebrated temple of the Moon at Carrhai. He 
was attended by a body of cavalry ; but having 
flopped on the road for fome neceffary occafion, 
his guards preferved a refpeftful diftance, and 
Martialis approaching his perfon under a pretence 
of duty, ftabbed him with a dagger. The bold 

aflailin 
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aflaflin was inftantly killed by a Scythian archer c k a p. 
of the Imperial guard. Such was the end of a >^-i>»,>w 
mender whofe life difgraced human nature, and 
whofe reign accufed the patience of the Ro- 
mans ''. The grateful foldiers forgot his vices, 
remembered only his partial liberality, and obliged 
the fenate to proftitute their own dignity and 
that of religion by granting him a place among 
the gods. Whilft he was upon earth, Alexan- iminititm 
der the Great was the only hero whom this god °^'*^" 
deemed worthy his admiration. He aifumed the 
name and enfigns of Alexander, formed a Mace- 
donian phalanx of guards, perfecuted the dif- 
ciples of Ariftotle, and difplayed with a puerile 
enthufiafm the only fentiment by which he dif- 
covered any regard for virtue or glory. We can 
eafily conceive, that after the battle of Narva, and 
the conqueft of Poland, Charles the Twelfth 
(though he flill wanted the more elegant accom- 
pliihments of the fon of Philip) might boaft of 
having rivalled his valour and magnanimity : but 
in no one adlion of his life did Caracalla exprefs 
the fainted refeniblance of the Macedonian hero, 
except in the murder of a great number of his own 
and of his father's friends '*^ 

After the extinftion of the houfe of Severus, Eieaioa 
the Roman world remained three days without a J^^^*^,!*^ 

99 Dion, 1. Ixxviii. p. 1311. Herodian, I. iv, p. 16S. 

^o The fondnefs of Caracalla for the name and enfigns of Alex- 
tnder, it ftill prefervcd on the medals of that emperor. See Spanheim, 
deUAi Numifmatum, Diflfcrtat. xii. Herodian (1. iv. p. 154.) had 
feen very ridiculou* pictures, in which a figure was drawn, wiUi one 
iide of the face like Alexander, and the other like Caracalla. 

mailer. 
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CHAP, nufter. The choice of the army (for the autho* 
ritj of a diftant and feeble fenate was little re- 
garded) hung in an anxious fufpenfe; as no 
candidate prefented himfelf whofe diftinguilhed 
birth and merit could engage their attachment 
and unite their fuffrages^ The decifive weight 
of the Praetorian guards elevated the hopes of 
their prsfe^ls, and thefe powerful minifters be- 
gan to aflfert their legcU claim to fill the vacancy 
of the Imperial throne. Adventus^ however, the 
(enior prxfed, confcious of his age and infirmi- 
tatty of his fmall reputation, and his fmaller 
abilities, refigned the dangerous honour to the 
crafty ambition of his colleague Macrinus, whole 
well-diflembled grief removed all fufpicion of his 
being acceflary to his mailer's death ^\ The 
troops neither loved nor efteemed his charader. 
They caft their eyes around in fearch of a com* 
petitor, and at lafl: yielded with relu£lance to his 
promifes of unbounded liberality and indulgence* 

A.^.^»*7- A (hort time after his acceilion, he conferred on 
his fon Diadumenianus, at the age of only ten 
years, the Imperial title and the popular name of 
Antoninus. The . beautiful figure of the youth, 
aflifted by an additional donative, for which the 
ceremony furniihed a pretext, might attra£k, it was 
hoped, the favour of the army, and fecurethe 
doubtful throne of Macrinus. 

Difcontent The authority of the new fovereign had been 
ratified by the. cheerful fubmiflion of the fenate 
and provinces. They exulted in their unexpe&ed 

4« HerodiaOy hW* p. 169. Hii.AuguiU p. 94.. 
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deliverance from a hated tyrant, and it feemed ^ ^^ **• 
of little confequence to examine into the virtues 
of the fucceflbr of Caracalla. But as foon as the 
firil tranfports of joy and furprife had fubfided, 
they began to fcrutinize the merits of. Macrinu$ 
with a critical feverity, and to arraign the hafty 
choice of the army. It had hitherto been con- 
iidered as a fundamental maxim of the conftitu* 
tion, that the emperor muft be always chofen in 
the fenate, and the fovercign power, no loiter 
esercifed by the whole body, was always dele- 
gated to one of its members. But Macrinus 
was not a fenator**. The fudden elevation of 
the Praetorian praefefts betrayed the meannefs of 
their origin; and the equeftrian order was ftill 
in pofTeilion of that great office, which commanded 
with arbitrary fway the lives and fortunes of tho 
fenate. A murmur of indignation was heard^ 
that a man whofe obfcure ** extraftion had never 
been illuftrated by any fignal fervice, (hould dar<f 
to inveft himfelf with the purple, inftead of be-» 
ftowing it on fome diftinguiOied fenator, equal 

• f 

4* Dion, I. Ixxxviii. p. 1350. Elugabalnt reproached his pre- 
deceflbr, with daring to feat himfelf on the thfpnc 5 though, as Pntk 
toriftn (irsfe^t, he could not have bten admitted into the fennte aftqf 
the v«ice of the cryer had cleared the houfe. The perfonal favour gf 
Plautianus and Sejanus h^d broke through the eftablilhed rule. They 
rofe itidetd from the equeftrian order | but they preferved the prse* 
fe^vre with the rank of fenator, and e? en with the confulfhip. 

4} He was a native of Ccfarea in Nomidta, and began his fortune 
by ferving in thehoufehold of Plautian, from whofe ruin he narrowly 
cfcaped. Hit enemies afferted, that he was bom a flave, and bad 
cxcrcifed, among other infamous profeflionsy that of Gladiator. The 
faibion of afper^ng the birth and condition of an advctfary, ftems to 
Bave lafted from the lime of tht Gntk orttori, to tht learned gramjr 
luarians of the laft age. 

Vol. I. (^ in 
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In birth and dignity to the fplcndour of the Ira. 
penal ftation. As foon as the charaQier of Ma- 
crinus was furveyed by the fliarp eye of difcon- 
tern, feme vkes, and many defefls^ were eafily 
Aifcovered. The choice of his minifters was in 
xnany inftances juflrly cenfured, and the diffiitif- 
fied people, with their ufual candour, accufed at 
e&ce hk indolent tamenefs and his exceffive feve- 
yity *♦. 
M(f tbe His ra& ambition had climbed a height where 

•^^^' it was difficult to ftand with firmnefs, and im- 
poflible to 611 without inftant deftruftion. Trained 
in tbe arts of courts and the forms of civil bnfi- 
nefs, he trembled in the prefence of the fierce 
and ondifciplined multitude over whom he had 
aiTumed the command ; his military talents were 
deipifed, and his perfonal courage fufpeded ; a 
whifper that circulated in the camp, difclofed tbe 
fetal fecret of the confpiracy againft the late em- 
peror, aggravated the guilt of murder by the 
bafenefs of hypocrify, and heightened contempt 
by deteftation. To alienate the foldiers, and to 
provoke inevitable ruin, the character of a re- 
foimtT was only wanting : and fuch was the pe« 
culiar hardfhip of his fate, that Macrinus was 
compelled to exercife that invidious office. The 
prodigality of Caracalla had left behind it a long 
train of ruin and diforder } and if that worthlefs 

44 B^^'h Dion nn<J Herod ian fpeak of I he virtott and vices of Ma- 
crinus, wiih candour and impartiality 9 but the author of hit Iiic» In 
Uie>Auguflaii Hiftoiy, ferint to have implicitly copied forae of tbe 
leaal writers, ein|)lo)ta by Eia^abalua, to blacken tbe Bicmory al 

b.s predccelTur, 
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tymnt ha4 been ca^Me <^ r^£ling on the lisM chap, 
amfequences of his own coiuluft, he would per*- s«PiPvw 
hsips fcave eojoyed the dark proifped of the diftrefi 
and caUmkie$ which he bequeadied to his fuc« 
ceiTors. 

la the management of this neceffary refoxma- Macrinut 
lion, MiK:riaus proceeded with a cautions pru- >t|«>np<»« 
dmc^9 wUch would have reftored health and tionofthe 
Vigour to ih^ Roman axmy, in an eafy and almoft ^^^' 
impercC])tible mminer. To the foldiers already 
engaged in the fervice, he was conftrained ta 
kavc the dangerous privileges and extravagant 
pay ^ven by CafacaUaj but the new recruits 
were received on the more moderate though . 
liberal eflat)lifliment of Sevtrus^ and graduallj 
fiinned to modefty and obedience^'. One faut 
error deftroyed the (ahitary efiedts of this judif 
cioua plan. The numerous army, aflembled in 
the £aft by the late emperor, inftesKi of bemg 
immediately difperfed by Macrinus through thf 
feverai provinces, was fuffercd to remain united 
in Syria, inuring the winter that followed his 
elevation. In the luxurious idlenefs of their quaxw 
ters, the troops viewed their ftrength and num^ 
bers, communicated their complaints, and re- 
volyed in their minds the advantages of another 
revolution. The veterans, inilead of being flat- 
tered by the advanta^ous diftindion, were alarmed 
by the firft fteps of the emperor, vdwch they 

« Dion, K Ixxxiii. p. 1336. The fcnfc of the author is as clear 
U the intention of the emperor 5 but M. Wotton has mjftaken both, 
hy underftanding the diftinflion, not of veterans and recraits, but of 
•id and new legions. Hiftory of Rome^ p. 347. 

Q 2 confidered 
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c '^ **• eonfidered as the prefagc of his future intentions.* 

w^^"^' The recruits, v^ith fullen reludance, entered on 

a fervice, whofe labours were increafed while its 

rewards were diminiOied by a covetous and un* 

warlike fovereign. The murmurs of the army 

fwelled with impunity into feditious clamours ; 

and the partial mutinies betrayed a fpirit of dif- 

content and difaffedion, that waited only for the 

{lighted occafion t6 break out on every fide into 

t general rebellion. To minds thus difpofed, the 

occafion foon prefented itfelf. 

tMMi«f The emprefs Julia had experienced all the vi- 

Mftjiiiia. dffitudes of fortune. From an humble ftation 

Sdu^tiM, (be had been raifed to greatnefs, only to tafte the 

fioos»afid fuperior bittemeis of an exalted rank. She was 

jfcUfl^^. doomed to weep over the death of one of her 

ltt<^ called foDS» and over the life of the other. The crud 

fanoiaod' £it<e of Caracalla, though her good fenfe muft 

Antonu j^y^ [g^g taught her to expe& it, awakened the 

feelings of a mother and of an emp^. NoN 

withftanding the refpeAfuI civility exprefled by 

the ufurper towards the widow of Severus, (he 

flefcended with a painful ftruggle into the cox^ 

dition of a fubjefi, and foon withdrew herfelf, bf 

i voluntary death, from the anxious and humilial- 

tog dependence**. Julia Maefa, her fitter, was 

ordered to leave the court and Antioch. She 

retired to Emefa with an immenfe fortune, the 

fruit of twenty years favour, accompanied by her 

two daughters, Sosmias and Mamasa, each of 

4S Dioii| 1. IxxTiii. pt 133^. The abiidgment of Xipfailiiij though 
left particollr, it m thii place clearer than the original. 

3 whom 
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whom was a widow, and each had an only fon. ^ ^yf ^* 
Baifianus, for that was the name of the fon of ^ ^^v^ 
Sosmias, was confectated to the honourable mi- 
niftry of high pried: of the Sun ; and this holy 
Focation, embraced either from prudence or fu* 
perdition, contributed to raife thf Syrian youth 
to the empire of Rome. A numerous body of 
troops was Rationed at Emefa ; and, as (he fe« 
Tere difcipline of Macrinus had conftrained them 
to pafs the winter encamped, they were eager to 
revenge the cruehy of fuch unaccuflomed hard- 
Ibips. The foldiers, who reforted in crowds to 
the temple of the Sun, beheld with veneration 
and delight the elegant drefs and figure of the 
young Pontiff: they recognifed, or they thought 
that they recognifed, the features of Caracalla, 
whofe memory they now adored. The artful 
Maefa faw and cheriflied their rifing partiality, 
and readily facrificing her daughter's reputation 
to the fortiine of her grandfon, fhe infmuated that 
Baffianus was the natural fon of their murdered 
fovereign. The fums diftributed by her emif- 
faries with a lavifli hand, filenced every objeftion, 
and the profufion fufficiently proved the affinity, 
or at leaft the refemblance, of Baflianus with the 
great originaL The young Antoninus (for he a.D.ais. 
had affumed and polluted that reifpeftable name) May 16. 
was declared emperor by the troops of Emefa, 
aflerted his hereditary right, and called aloud on 
the armies to follow the ilandard of a young and 
tiberal prince, who had taken up arms to revenge 

<^3 hi? 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

hift lather's death and the oppreflioQ of the mXU 
tary order *^ 

Defeat tnd Whilft a coci^iracy of women and eunuchs was. 

*J]^^^^^j concerted with prudence, and conduced with 
rapid vigour^ Macrinus, wI)o, by a decifive mo«i^ 
tion^ might have' crufiied his infant enemy, 
floated between the oppofite e;(tremes of terror 
apd fecurity^ which alike fixed him inadtive at 
Antioch. A fpirit of rebellion diffufed itfelf 
through all the camps and garrifons of Syria, 
fucceflive detachments murdered their officers^, 
and joined the party of the rebels ; and die tardy 
reftitution of military pay ^d privileges was. inx* 
puted to the acknowledged weaknefs of Hacrin 
nus. At length he marched out of Antioch, to 
meet the increafing and zealous army of the 

A.D.118, young pretender. His own troops feeme4 tq 

7th June, ^^^j^^ ^j^^ ^j^jj ^j^j^ faintHcfs and relufta^icc ; but, 

in the heat of the battle ^% the Praetorian guards^ 
almoft by an involuntary impulfe, aflerted tha 

47 According to Lampridius (Htft. Auguft. p. I35.)> Alexander 
Sererus lived twenty-nine years,- i^iree monthst and /even dayf« 
As he wat killed March 19, i35».he wa» born Deceiiibcr 1%% so5» 
and wat confcquently about this time thirteen yeera oldj as hit elder 
coufin might be about feventeen. This computi\tion fuit's much 
better the biftory of the young princes, than thtt of Herodian 
(I. V. p. I St.}* who reprefents them at three yeart yoongtf s whilft» 
liy an oppofitt error of chronology, he lefi^hent the reign of Elaga- 
balus two years beyond its real duration*. For the particulars of the 
•onlpifacy, fee Dion, I. Ixxviii, p. i3)9. Herodian, K ▼• p. 184.* 

4S By a mod dangerous proclamation of the pretended Antoninus, 
fTcry foldier who brought in his officer's head, became eatitled to bis 
private eftate, as well as to his military commjfljon. 

49 Dion, I. Ixxvni. p. 1345. Herodtaa, 1. v. p. iSd. Tfto 
b3it!e was fought near the vill^gt of loimse, about two and twenty 
miles fr©in Antioch. 

fuperiority 
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(tspenority of their valour and difcipHne. The ^"^ ^ p^ 
rebel ranks were broken; when the. mother and 
grandmother of the Syrian prince, who, accord- 
ing to their eaftern cuftom, had attended the 
army, threw themfelves from their covered cha«> 
rbtg, and, by exciting the companion of the 
fi>Idiers, endeavoured to animate their drooping 
courage. Antoninus himfelf,. who, in the reft of 
bis life, never a6;ed like a man, in this important 
crifis of his fate approved himfelf ar hero, mountftl 
bis horfe, and, at the bead of his rallied troops^ 
charged fword in hand among the thickeft of tbe 
enemy ; whilft the eunuch Gannys, wbofe occik 
pations had been confined to female cares and the 
fofc luxury of Afia, displayed the talents of an 
able and experienced general. The battle (liU 
raged wkh doubtful violence, and Macrinut 
might have obtained the vidory, had he not be- 
trayed his own caufe by a ihameful and precipe 
tate Bight. His cowardice ferved oinly to pro 
trad): his Kfe a few days, and to (lamp dderved 
ignominy on his misfortunes* It is fcarcdy m^ 
ceflary to add« that his foa DiadomeniaBttfS' was 
involved in the Ume faste. As. [oaa as the ftuii^ 
bom Prsetorians could be convinced' that they 
fought for a prince who had bafely deferted tk^n), 
they furrendered to the conqueror ; the contends 
mg parties of the ^oman army mingling tears of 
joy and tendern^rs^ united under the banners of 
ihe imagined fon of Caracalla, and the Eaft ac« 
knowledged with pleafure fhe £lrft emperor of 
Afiatic extraftion. 

(^4 The 
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c HA p. The letters of Macrinus had condefcended to 

VI. 

^■^■^v*'*i^> mfbrm the fenate of the flight difturbance occa* 
^*s***']"* fioned by an impoftor in Syria, and a decree im- 
tbe fenate. mediately pafled, declaring the rebel and his &- 
mily public enemies ; with a promife of pardon, 
however, to fuch of his deluded adherents as 
fliould merit it by an immediate return to their 
duty. During the twenty days that elapfed from 
the declaration to the viAory of Antoninus (for 
ki fo (hort an interval was the fate of the Roman 
world decided), the capital and the provinces, 
more efpecially thofe of the £aft, were diftra&ed 
with hopes and fears, agitated with tumult, and 
flained with a ufelefs effufion of civil blood, fince 
whofoever of the rivals prevailed in Syria, muft 
reign over the empire. The fpecious letters in 
which the young conqueror announced his vi&ory 
to the obedient fenate, were filled with profef* 
i6ons of virtue and moderation} the fliining ex<- 
amples of Marcus and Auguftus, he (hould ever 
confider as the great rule of his admihiftration ; 
and he a&Aed to dwell with pride on the ftrik* 
ii^ refemblance of his own age and fortunes with 
. thofe of Auguftus, who in the earlieft youth had 
revenged by a fuccefsful war the murder of his 
jFather. By adopting the ftyle of Marcus Aure- 
lius Antoninus, fon of Antoninus and grandfon 
of Severus, he tacitly aflerted his hereditary claio^ 
to the empire ; but, by aiTuming the tribunitian 
and proconfular powers before they had been 
conferred on him by a decree of the fenate, he 
offended the delicacy of Roman prejudice. This 
new and injudicious violation of the conftitutlon 

was 
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was probably dictated cither by the ignorance of ^^^^* 
his Syrian courtiers, or the fierce difdain of his ^^0^^,^-'^^ 
military followers •**. 

As the attention of the new emperor was di« Piaoreof 
verted by the moft trifling amufements, he wafted j^t^,^*** 
many months in his luxurious progrefs from Syria A«l>*«>f* 
to Italy, pafled at Nicomedia his firft winter after 
his vidory, and deferred till the enfuing fummer 
his triumphal entry into the capital. A faithful 
pidure, however, which preceded his arrival, and 
was placed by his immediate order over the altar 
of Viftory in the fenate-houfe, conveyed to the 
Romans the juft but unworthy refemblance of his 
perfon and manners. He was drawn in his &- 
cerdotal robes of filk and gold, after the loofe 
flowing fafliion of the Medes and Phienicians; 
his head was covered with a lofty tiara, his nu- 
merous collars and bracelets were adorned with 
gems of an ineftimable value. His eyebrows 
were tinged with black, and his cheeks painted 
with an artificial red and white ". The grave 
ienators confefled with a figh, that, after having 
long experienced the ftern tyranny of their own 
countrymen, Rome was at length humbled be- 
neath the eflFeminate luxury of Oriental def- 
potifm. 

The Sun was worfbipped at Emefa, under the Htt fnpo- 
name of Elagabalus *% and under the form of a ****""* 

f^ Dion, I, Ixxix. p. 1353* 

S* Dxon, Ixxix. p. 1363. Herodian, I. v. p. 119. 

^ This name it derived by the learned from two Syriae wordi^ 
2^ t God, and GaM to form, the formtngy or plailic God, « 
proper, and even happy epithet for the Sun. Wotton's Hiftory of 
Rome, p. 37S. 
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CHAP, black conical ftone, which, as it was univer&IIy 
^^.^^^m^ believed, had fallen from heaven on that facred 
place. To this proteQing deity, Antoninus, not 
without fome reafon^ afcribed his elevation to 
the throne. The difplay of fuperftitious gratis 
tude, was the only ferious bufmeis of his reigiu 
The triumph of the god of £meia over all the 
religions of the earth, was the groac objed of his 
seal and vanity : and the appellatioa of Elagaba- 
ius (for he prefumed as pontiff and favourite to 
adopt that facred name) was dearer to him than all 
the tides of Imperial greatnefs. In a folema pro. 
ceiTion through the ftreets of Rome, the way was 
itrewed with gold dud} the black ftone fet in 
precious gems, was placed on a chariot drawn by 
fix milk-white horfes richly caparifoned. The 
pious emperor held the reins, and, fupport^ by 
his minifters, moved ilowly backwaivU, that ke 
might perpetually enjoy the felicity of the divine 
prefence. In a magnificent temple raiied on the 
Palatine Mount, the facrifices of the god Elagaf 
balus were celebrated with every circumftaoce of 
coll and folemnity. The richeil wines, the moft 
extraordinary vidims, and the rarefl: aromatics, 
were profufely confumed on his altar. Around 
the altar a chorus of Syrian damfels performed 
their lafcivious dances to the found of barbarian 
mufic, whild the graved perfonages of the Hate 
and army, clothed in long Phoenician tunics^ of- 
ficiated in the meanefl: fundlions with affefted 
aeeal.and fecret indignation '\ 

A) Herod ian, I. ▼. p» 199^ 

To 
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To thh temple, as to the common centre of ^ "^^ p.. 
reltgiou$ worfliip, the Imperial fanatic attempted vn«»v^>^ 
to remove the Ancilia> the Palladium '% and all 
die facred pledges of the hkh of Ntima* A 
crowd of iniferiour deities attended in various fta« 
tions the majefty of the god of Emefa; but his^^ 
court was ftill imperfed, till a female of diftki* 
guiflied rank was admitted to his bed. Pallas: 
had been firft chofen for his eoafort; but as it 
vas dreaded left^her warlike terrors might affright 
the foft delicacy of a Syrian deity» the Moon^ 
adored by the Africans under the name of AAarte^ 
Hi^s deemed a mote fuitable companbn for the 
Sun. Her image, with the rich oiferings of her 
temple as a marriage portion, was traafported 
with folemn pomp from Carthage to Rome, and 
the day of thefe myftic nuptials was a general 
feftival.in the capital and throughout the ern^ 
pire ". 

A rational voluptuary adheres with invariabls Hitprofli. 
refpefl to thp temperate dilates . of nature, and fffemlnaic 
improves the gratifications of fenfe by focial in-» luxury. 
tercooffe^ .endearing conneftiona, and the fof( 
eobiiring of tajfte and the imagination. But £la- 
gaba)us (I fpeajk: cf the emperor of that name% 

54 He hroke into the fiindluary of Vella, aixl carried away z ftattie, 
which he fuppofed to. be tl)^ Palhdiun) j but the veftals boafted, that, 
by a piout fraud, they had impoTed a counterfeit image on the pro« 
fane intruder. Hilt. Auguft. p. 103. 

55 Oton, 1. Isjttx. p. 1360. IUrodian» K ▼. p* 193. The fub- 
ft&n of the empire were obliged to make liberal prelentt to the ncwk. 
married couple § and whatever they had paoiwiied during the life of 
Elagabalus, was carefully exa^ed under the adioiaiftrauon of ^^• 

corrupted 
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c H A r. corrupted by big youth, his country, and his fbr» 
tune, abandoned himfelf to the grofleft pleafores 
with ungovemed fury, and foon found difguft 
and fatiety in the midft of bis enjoyments. The 
inflammatory powers of art were fummoned to 
kis aid: the confufed muhitude of women^ of 
wines, and of diflies, and the ftudied variety af 
attitudes and fauces, ferved to revive his languid 
appetites. New terms and new inventions in 
thefe fciences, the only ones cultivated and pa-* 
tronifed by the monarch '% fignalized his reign, 
and tranfmitted his infamy to fucceeding times. 
A capricious prodigality fupplied the want of 
tafte and elegance; and whilft Elagabalus la* 
▼iflied away the treafures of his people in the 
iHMeft extravagance, his own voice and that of 
bis flatterers applauded a fpirit and magnificence 
«inknown to the tamenefs of his predeceflbrs. 
To confound the order of feafons and climates '% 
to fpoit with the paflions and prejudices of his 
fob|e^, and to fubvert every law of nature and 
decency, y/ere in the number of his mod: deli^ 
dous amufements. A long train of concubinea^ 
and a rapid fucceflion of wives, among whom 
was a veftal virgin, raviffaed by force irom her 

1^ The invention of a newfattcewat liberaUjr re^f^rcM i bat if 
it was not reltflied, the inventor was confined to cat of soching elfe, 
til] he had dif covered another more agreeable to the Imperial palate* 
Hift. Auguft. p. lit. 

57 He never wofiikl eat (ea.lilh except at a great 4iftance from the 
Im} he then would diftribuie valt <)uantiiiei of tbo rafcH forts, 
bought at an iminentb «xpeace, to the pea^ts of the inland conntry« 
HiA. Aug. p* to9, 
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bcftA afylttm-% were infufficient to fsttwfy the ^^^^* 
impotence of his paffions. The mailer of the ^^^■^^■■^ 
Roman world affeaed to copy the drefs and 
manners of the female fex, preferred the dift^ 
to the fceptre, ancl difhonouted the principal dig- 
nities of the empire by diftribnting them among 
his numerous lovers ; one of whom was publicly 
mvefted with the title and authority of the em- 
peror's, or as he nwre properly ftyled himfel^ 
of the empre&'s hufband '^ 

It may feem probable, the vices and follies of Contempt 
Elagabalus have been adorned by foncy, and whlTd,? 
blackened by prejudice '^ Yet confining our- ^^jjj^ 
felves to the public fcenes difplayed before the tyrants. 
Roman people, and attefted by grave and con- 
temporary hiftorians, their inexpreffible infamy 
furpafles that of any other age or country. The 
licence of an eaftem monarch is fecluded from 
the eye of curtofity by the inacceifible walls of 
his feraglio. The fentiments of honour and gal- 
lantry have introduced a refinement of pleafure^ 
a regard for decency, and a refpeO: for the pubUe 
opidion, into the modern courts of Europe ; but 

5« Dion, I. Ixjtix. p ijs*' Herodian, K y, p. 19*. 

i9 Hierocles enjoyed that honour; but he would have been fup- 
planted by one 2oticut, had he not contrived, by a potion^ to ener« 
i^ate the powers of his rival, vrho being fovnd on trial unequal to hit 
trputacion, was driven with ignominy from the palace. Dion, I. Ixxix. 
p. 136 J, 1364. A dancer was made pr«fe8 of the city, a charioteer 
prasfeA of tbe watch, a barber praefe6l of the proviftons. Thefe 
three 4ninili«ni»wtfb maay infeiior oficers, wore ail recomiBended, 
mrme^ttmmthmm. Hift.Augult. p. 105. 

^ Even the credulous compiler of his life, in the Attguftan hif- 
C017 (p. iii.)| it iDclioed to Aifpeft that bis vices may have beea 

the 
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c f^^l <"• the oomipt and opulent nobles of Rome gratified 
% m f0 ^ ^ ^ every vice that could be colleded from the 
mighty conflux of natioss and manners. Secure 
cf impunity, careMs of cenfure;, <hey lived withi* 
out reftraint in the patient and humble fodety of 
their flaves and patafites. The eaiperor, in bia 
turn, viewing every rank of hh fubje&s with tk€ 
lame ccmemptuous indifference^ aflerted nnthout 
control Ma foverdgn privilege of luft and luxury. 
Pircon** The moft worthlefs of mankind are not afiaid 
1^0/^ ^ ^ ^ condemn in others the fame diforders wUch 
tbey allow in themfelves; and can readily di& 
cover fome nice difference of age, charader^ c^ 
flation, to juftify the partial diitindton. The U* 
centioua foldiers, who had raifed to the dirone 
the diffolute fon of Garacalla, bluQied at their 
4gZK)minious choice, and turned with dilguft from 
that moufter, to contemplaite with pleafure the 
opoiing virtues of his coufin Aieiaaider the fim 
of Mamaea. The crafty Maefa, fenfibje that her 
grandfon Elagabalus muit inevitably deftroy him* 
felf by his own vices^ had provided another and 
furer fupport of her f^imily. Epibracin^ a fa>« 
vourable moment of fondnels and devotion, ihe 
Aiexand«r ^^^ pcrfuaded the young emperor to adopt Alex- 
lllh^ ander, and to invert him with the title of Cadsair, 
Ctefar, that his own divine occupations might be no 
A.D.ati. .j^jjjgg,. interrupted by the care of the earth. In 
the fecond rank that amiable prince foon acquired 
,the affe&ions of the public, and excited the ty- 
rant's jealoufy, who refolved to terminate the 
dangerous competition, either by corrupting the 
manners, or by takmg away the life, of his rival* 
I His 
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His arts proved unfuccefsful ; his vain dc€gns ^ *^^a p. 
were conftantly difcovered by his own loquacious ..0^ , ''^*^ 
folly, and difappointed by thofe virtuous and 
faithful fervants whom the prudence of Mamjca 
had placed about the perfon of her fon. In a 
hafty (ally of paifion, Elagabalus refolved to exe* 
cute by force what he had been unable to compafs 
by firaud, and by a defpotic fentence degraded 
his coufm from the rank and honours of Csefar. 
The meffage was received in the fenate witli 
filence, and in the camp with fury. The Prae- 
rorian guards fwore to proteft Alexander, and to 
revenge the difhonoured majefty of the throne. 
The tears and promifcs of the trembling Elaga- 
balus, who only begged them to fpare his life, 
and to leave hhn in the pofleffion of his beloved 
Hierodes, diverted their juft indignation ; and 
they contented themfelves with empowering their 
pra^fefts to watch over the fafety of Alexander, 
and the conduct of the emperor **• 

It was impoflible that fuch a reconciliation Sedition of 
fliould laft, or that even the mean foul of Elaga- a^//^ur.'^ 
balus could hold an empire on fuch humiliating JerofEU- 
terois of dependence. He foon attempted, by a a.d"*!*, 
dangerous experiment, to try the temper of the Much xo. 
foldiers. The report of the death of Alexander, 
and the natural fufpicion that he had been mur- 
dered, inflamed their paffions into fury, and the 
tempell of the camp could only be appeafed by 

•» Diop»| Ir. feffc;*, p* iS^lJ* MeTO<^i«ii, 1. ▼. p. r95--aot. Hift. 
Auguft* p. ro$. T^ bit of the three biftorians fcems to hare 
followed the befi authors in bis account of the revolution. 
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24# THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the prefence and authority of the popular youth. 
Provoked at this new inftance of their affeftioii 
for hi» coufm, and their contempt for his perfon, 
the emperor ventured to punifh fome of the 
leaders of the mutiny. His unfeafonable feverity 
proved inlUntly fatal to bis minioDS» his mother, 
and himfelf* Elagabalus was maifacred by the in- 

"^ • ' dignant Praetorians, his mutilated corpfe dragged 
through the ftreets of the city, and thrown into 
the Tyber. His memory was branded with eternal 

', * ** .infamy by the fenate; the juflice of wbofe decree 
has been ratified by pofterity ^\ 

AcceffioM In the room of Elagabalus, his coufin Alexan- 

anderSc. ^^^ ^^* raifed to the throne by the Praetorian 
guards. His relation to the family of Severus, 
whofe name be alTumed, was the fame as that of 
his predeceiTor ^ his virtue and his danger had 
already endeared him to the Romans, and ihe 
eager liberality of the fenate conferred upon him, 
in one day, the various titles and powers of the 

6^ Tlie Kra of the detih of EUgabtlut, and of the acctifion of 

y^lexander, has employed ihe learning and ingenuity of Fagl, 
Tillcmont, Vatfecchi, VignoH, and Torre hifliop of Adria. The 
queftion it moft alfuredly intricate j but I ftill adhere to the autho« 
rity of Dion \ the truth of whofe calculations is undeniable, and 
the purity of whofe text it jufliBed by the agreement of Xiphilin^ 
Zonares, and Cedrenus, Elagnbalus reigned three years, nine 
months, and four days, from hit vi£lory over Macrinvs, and was 
kilitd IVlarch io» «aa. But what (hall we reply to the medals, 
undoubtedly genuine, which reckon the fifth year of his trihuni- 
tian power? We (hall reply with the learned Valfecchi, that the 
ufurpation of Macrinus was annihilated, and that the Ton of Cara- 
cal la dated hit reign from hit father's death. After refolving this 
great difficulty, the imailer knots of this ^uelUon may be eailly 
untied, or cut afunder. 

Imperial 
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Imperial iig^ky ^. But as Aleifcatider Wild a ^ ^ a p. 
Beiodeft and dutiftil youth; of only feventeen years ^■^^.'^ 
of ^e^ the reios of government were in the hands 
of tvo womta) of his nftothet Mamaea, and of 
Masla^ his grandmother. After the death of the 
latter, who furmed but a (hort time the elevatioA 
of Alexsm<fer» Mamssa rem»ned the fole regent of 
her fou and of the empire. 

In every age and country, the wifer, or at leaft Potirerof 
the ftronger, of the two fexes, has ufurped the ^'aTwlT' 
powers of the ftate, and confined the other to 
the cares amd pkafures of domeftic life. In he* 
leditary monarchies, however, and efpecially in 
thofd of modem Europe, the gallant f^it of 
chivalry, and the law of fucceffion, have dccuf* 
tomed us to allow a lingular exception; md a 
woman ie often acknowledged the abfohite fove* 
fdpi of a great kingdom, in whit:h (he would b^ 
deetfted hicapable of exercifmg the fmalleft em* 
ployment, civil or military. But as the Roman 
empetors were (till confidered as the generals and 
raagifirates of the republic, their wives and mo<< 
diel^ although diftinguilhed by t1>e namef of Au-^ 
gufta, were never affociated to theh* peffonal ho* 
nom'S } and a female reign would have appeared 
an inexpiable prodigy in the eyes o( thofe primi** 
dve Romans, who married without love, or loved 
^tbout delicacy and refpeft**. The haughty 

Agrippina 

^3 Hift* Atigaft* p. 114.. By this unnfual precipitation, the fenate 
meant to confound the hopes of pretenders^ and prevent tlie f anions 
of the armies. 

64 Metelhis Nufhidicis, thi cenfor, ackndt^ledged to the Roman 
people, in a public oration, that had kind Nature allowed us to 



Digitized by 



Google 



inft THE tJECLlNE AND FAlt 

CHAP. Agrippina afpirecf, indeed, to fliare the honour^ 
of the empire, which (he had conferred on her 
fon; but her mad ambition, detefted by every 
citizen who felt for the dignity of Rome, \x^ 
difappointed by the artful firmnefs of Seneca and 
Buirhus ^\ The good fenfe, or the indifference, 
of fucceeding princes, retrained them from of- 
fending the prejudices of their fubjeds; and it 
was referved for the profligatp Elagabalus, to 
difcharge the a£ts of the fenate, with the name 
of his mother Soasmias, who was placed by the 
fide of the confuls, and fubfcribed, as a regular 
member, the decrees of the legiflative aflemblyt 
Her more prudent fifter, Mamasa, declined the 
ufelefs and odious prerogative, and a folemn law 
was enadted, excluding women for ever from the 
fenate, and devoting to the infernal gods, the 
head of the wretch by whom this fandion (hould 
be violated^. The fubftance, not the pageantry 
of power was the objeft of Mamasa's manly am- 
bition. She maintained an abfolute and lading 
empire over the mind of her fon, and in his af- 
iedion the nK)ther could not brook a rival. 
Alexander, with her confent, married the daughter 
of a Patrician; but his refped for his father- 
in-law, and love for the emprefs, were incon- 
fifkeDt with the tendernefs or intereft of Mamaea. 
The Patrician was executed on the ready accu* 

exift without the help of women^ we (hould be delivered from a veiy 
froublefome companiun $ and he could recoinoiend matrimotiy, onlj 
at the facrifice qf private pleafure to public duty. Aulus GcU 
liusy !• 6. * 

•« Tacit. Anna], xiii, 5, w ffift, Auguft, p. 10s. 107. 
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fiidon of treafon, and the tu^ife of Alexiander driv«n ^ ^f ^' 
with ignominy from the palace, and banifhed into ^^^-^^'-^^ 
Africa^ * . ' ' ^ 

Notwithftanding this z6t of jealous cruelty, as wife ami 
well as fomc inftances of avarice, with which 2i^J|X** , 
Mamssa is charged; the general tenour of her ftntion. 
adminiftration was equally for the benefit of her 
ion and of the empire. With the approbation of 
the fenate, flie chofe fixteen of the wifeft and 
mod virtuous fenators, as a perpetual council of 
ftate, before whom every public bufinefs of mo- 
ment was debated and determined* The cele- 
brated Ulpian, equally diftinguiflied by his know- 
ledge of, and his refped for, the laws of Rome, 
was at their head ; and the prudent ftrmnefs of 
this ariftocracy reftored order and authority to 
the government. As foon as they had purged 
the city from foreign fuperftition and luxury, the 
remains of the capricious tyranny of Elagabalus, 
they applied themfelves to remove his worthlefs 
creatures from every department of public admi- 
mftration, and to fupply their places with men 
of virtue and ability. Learning, and the love of 
juftice, became the only recommendations for 
civil offices. Valour, and the love of difcipKne, 

^ Dion, 1. Ixxx. p. 1369. Herodian» !• vu p. so6. Hift. Au- 
gvft* ?• >3t* Herodian repi-efentt the Patriciam at innocent. The 
AuguftaitHiftoryy on the authority of Dexippus, condemnt binoy as 
guilty of a confpiracy againft the life of Alexander* It it impof- 
£ble to pronounce between them : • but Dion it an irreproachable 
witneft of the jealoufy and cruelty of Mamaea toward the young 
empitfti whofe hard fate Alexander lamented, but durft ]}ot op* 
pofe. 

R 2 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



f44 ^^ DBCUKE A3fTJt FALt 

c H^A P. tht only qnxtdificationf for tpSikmf Mopby- 

Eaucation But the molt important care of Maififfii and 

o!m to^ iMr vir<e^ eouiatfeHoi^,. was to fbm the cfaarafter of 

^^dm*^ ibe young em^eror^ on whofe perfimal fnalitiei 

t^. bftppiMf» or nuKcfy o£ the ftoman w>rld a^ 



^tetmfKely d«pe»d^ The fertnaate Ictt 
1^4 «« prev^mteit*. the hand ofi cuhiwtioo. 
Aft. eiQceLknt undarftwdMg ixm ceftvioced Alex* 
tuder ^ tho adyamage^ of tdrtue, Ac flea* 
fur« of kauowIedg;6, and rht nocefity of labour* 
A natural mHdwfi^ and federation of teaif«r 
p]:^fefved hiti fkom the aflauhs o£ pa£on and the 
ail^r^ments. eC vke« His unakeiabtoL tegurd fi» 
his 9»othw, and his efteem for the wifeUipiaii, 
gvaiHiNL hift unea^erienced youth froni ths poifoa 
oCflftWiery* 
jotiraii of 'I^he fif^Ib joi»mal o£ his ordinary occitpetio&$ 
eathifafkft a. ffleaTing piAure of am accompIUked 
.empcr<Hr.^%. and witb foma altowanoe ix the di& 
:ference ci mannerS). might veil deferre the !&»• 
tm9niqif, modern ptineea. Alescander rofe miy; 
tbofirft monoontso^ the day were cms^ciared to 
privato devotion^ and his domeftk cfaapeL w» 
JiUed, with the images of thofe beroea^ whn^ by 
improving or reforming human life, had deferved 

*• Herodian, I, vi, p. «03. Hift. Ai>guft', p. 119. The littef 
Iniinnates, that when any !aw wa» to be paffedy the council vras ailifted 
by a number of able lawyer* andcxpenenctd fenatorsy whole optnioftt 
were fepsiatel^ given, and taken down in writing. 

6^ See his life in the Auguftan Hiftory. The undifting»i(hing 
compiler has buried thefe intereiling antcdoUs under a load of trivial 
and unmeanin? circumftances* 

the 
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At griteful tevercflftc of poiUrky* But^ m bt ^ «^a p. 
deemed the fervioe of maHkind the moft accept- 
able worflbip of the gods, the greaceft part o( bk 
mornkig hoars was employed ia bis coundl^ 
where he difeii&d public affairs, and deterimned 
private caufeS) wkh a patiesce and difcretba^ 
above his years. The dryoefs of bufioefs was 
relieved by the charms of literature ; aoad a per* 
tion of time was always ki i^pa^rt for his favourite 
fiudies of poetry, hiftory, and phi!o£3phy% The 
n^orks of Virgil and Horace, the republics of 
Plato and Cicero, formed his tafte, enlarged his 
underftaadisig, vid gave him the nobleft ideas 
of man tmd go? ernment. The dKercifes of the 
body feceeeded to thofe of the mind ; and Akx^^^ 
ander, who was tall, adive, and rolmft, fur» 
pafled mod of his equals in the gymnaftic arts» 
ItefreAied by the ufe of the bath and a flight dia» 
oer, he refumed, with new y^our, the bufineft 
ef the day ; and,, till the hour of fupper, the 
prmcipal nual of the Romans, he was atteadei 
by his fecretarics, whh whom he read and ai^ 
famred the multitude of letters, memorials, and 
pttitiow, that muft have beeki addrefled to the 
Diafter of the greateft part of the world. His 
table was ferved with the mod frugal fimplicity ; 
aad whenever he was at liberty to confult bis 
own incltnationt the company confiftdd of fit few 
felefl: friends, men of learning and virtue, amongft 
whom XJlpian was conftantly invited. Their 
converfation was familiar and inftrudive ; and the 
paufes were occafionally ealivetied by the recital; 
of fome pleaiing compofition^ which fupplied the 
Rj place 
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c ^^ ^•' plaice of the danders, comedians, sQicl ctcn gla-« 
diators, fo frequently fuinmoned to the tables of 
the rich and' luxundus Romans '^ The drefs of 
Alexander was plain and modeil, his demeanor 
courteous and affable : at the proper hours his 
palace was opeti to all his fubjeAs, but the voice of 
a crier was heard, as in the Eleufinian myfteries, 
pronouncing the fame falutary admonition ; ^^ Let 
*^ none enter thofe holy walls, unlefs he is con- 
*' fcious of a pure and innocent mind ''•" 

Such an uniform tenour of life, which left not 
a moment for vice or folly, is a better proof of 
the wifdom and juftice of Alexander's govera- 
ment, than all the trifling details prefer ved in 
the compilation of Lampridius. . Since the ac^- 
ceifion of Commodus, the Roman world had ex- 
perienced, during a term of . forty years, the 
fucceflive and various vices of four tyrants. 
From the death of Elagabalus, it enjoyed an 
aufpicious calm of thirteen years. The pro^ 
vinces, relieved from the opprefEve taxes in- 
vented by Caracalla and his pretended fon, fioo- 
rifhed in peace and profperity, under the admi* 
niftration of magiftrates, who were convinced fay 
experience, that to deferve the love of the fub- 
jeds, was their bed and only method of obtain- 
ing the favour of their fovcrdgn. While fomc 
gentle reftraints were impofed on the innocent 
luxury of the Roman people, the price of pro- 
vifions, and the intereft of money, were reduced. 



TO See the i^th Satire of JqtciuiU 
71 Hift. Auguft. p. IJ9* 
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by the paternal care of Alexander, whofe prudent ^ ^^ **• 
Kberality, without diftreffing the induftrious^ fup- ^.,— -^"w 
plied the wants and amufeznents of the populace. 
The digtiity, the freedom, the authority of the fe* 
aate were reftoredj and every virtuous fenator. 
might approach the perfon of the emperor, without^ 
fear, and without a blulh. 

The name of Antoninus, ennobled by the vir- Alexander 
tues of Pius and Marcus, had been communi- "/"?lr*** 

' ^ naune or 

cated by adoption to the diflblute Verus, and by AntonU 
defcent to the cruel Commodus. It became the ^"'* 
honourable appellation of the fons of Severus, 
was beftowed on young Diadumenianus, and at 
length proftituted to the infamy of the high prieijt 
of Emefa. Alexander, though prefled by the 
ftudied, and perhaps fincere importunity of the 
fenate, nobly refufed the borrowed luftre of a 
name; whilft in his whole conduft he laboured 
to reftgre the glories and felicity of the age of the 
genuine Antonines ^*. 

-In the mil adminiftration of Alexander, wif-< Heat- 
dom was enforced by power, and the people, J^fjf^^,^^ 
feniible of the public felicity, repaid their bene* army. 
factor with their love and gratitude. There dill 
remained a greater, a more neceflfary, but a 
more difficult enterprife; the reformation of the 
military order, whofe intereft and temper, con? 

7» Sec in the Hift. Anguft. p. fi6, 117, the whole conteft between 
Alexander an J the fenate, excra6led from the journals q\ that aflTembl^ 
Jt hap|)encil on the Gxtli of March, probably of the year %%%, .wheji 
the Romans ha<( enjoyed, almolt a twelvemonth, the blefTings.of his 
reign. Before the appellation of Antoninus was offered him as a 
'title of Kuiiour^ the fenate waited to fee whether Alexander would noi 
alTuine it a& a family uanie. * 

R 4 . firmecf 
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CHAP, finned by long impunity, rendered th«n impa- 
tient of the reftraints of difcipline, and carelefs 
of the bleffings of public tranquillity. In the 
execution of his def)gn the emperor aSe£^ed to 
difplay his love, and to conceal his fear, of the 
army. The mod rigid oeconomy in every other 
branch of the adminidration, fupplied a fund of 
gold and filvei for the ordinary pay and the ex* 
traordinary rewards of the troops. In their 
marches he relaxed the fevere obligation of car- 
rying feventecn days' provifion on their (houlders. 
Ample magazines were formed along the public 
roads, and as fo^n as they entered the enemy's 
country, a numerous train, of mules and camels 
waited on their haughty lazinefs. As Alexander 
defpaired of cor reding the luxury of his foldierS| 
he attempted at lead to direft it to objects of 
martial pomp and ornament, fine horfes, fplen- 
did armour, and Ihield enriched with filver and 
gold. He Glared whatever faiigues he was 
obliged to impofe, vifited in perfon the iick and 
wounded, preferved an exad regifler of their 
fervices and his own gratitude, and expreflfed, on 
every occafion, the warmed regard for a body of 
men, whofe welfare, as he affected to declare, 
was fo clofely connefted with that of the date ". 
By the mod gentle arts he laboured to infph'e 
the fierce multitude with a fenfe of duty, and to 
redore at lead a faint image of that difcipline to 
which the Romans owed their empire over fo 

71 It was a favourite faying of the emperor's, Se milit^ magit 
fcrvare, quam fcipfuin } quod iaJus publics ii^ bit eiTet. Bift. Au» 
(lift. P-. I39. 
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many other nations, as warlike and more powerful chap. 
than themfelves. But his prudence was vain, his v^^i-^^-w 
courage fatal, aiid the attempt towards a reform- 
ation f^TYed only to inflame the ills it was meant 
to cure. 

The Praetorian guards were attached to the Seditiont 
youth of Alexander. They loved him as a ten- J^Jria^^'*' 
der pupil, whom they had faved from a tyrant^s guards, 
fury, and placed on the Imperial throne. That der of 
amiable prince was ferifible of the obligation; Uipuo^ 
but as his gratitude was retrained within the 
limits of reafon and jufticc, they foon were more 
diflatifiiied with the virtues of Alexander, than 
they had ever been with the vices of Elagabalus. 
Their prsefed, the wife Ulpian, was the friend 
of the laws and of the people ; he was con* 
fidered as the enemy of the foldiers, and to hia 
pernicious counfels every fcheme of reformation 
was imputed. Some trifling accident blew up 
their difcontent into a furious mutiny ; and a 
civil war raged, during three days, in Rome, 
wfailft the life of that excellent minifter was de^ 
fended by the grateful people* Terrified, at - 
length, by the fight of fome houfes in flames, 
and by the threats of a general conflagration, the 
people yielded with a figh, and left the virtuous 
but unfortunate Ulpian to his fate. He was 
purfued into the Imperial palace, and maflacred 
at the feet of his mafter, who vainly drove to 
cover him with the purple, and to obtsdn his 
pardon from the inexorable foldiers. Such was 
the dq)lorable weaknefs of government, that the 
onperor was unable to revenge his murderet) 

friend 
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^ yt^ ^' friend and his infulted dignity, without (loopiiig 
s^^i^ v ^ ' to the arts of patience. and diflimulation. Epa^- 
gathus, the principal leader of ihe mutiny, was 
removed, from Rome, by the honourable employ- 
ment of prseifecl of Egypt ; from that high rank 
he was gently degraded to the government of 
Crete; and when, at length, his popularity 
among the guards was effaced by time and ab- 
fence, Alexander ventured to inflict the tardy, 
but deferved punifliment of his crimes ^^ Under 
the reign of a juft and virtuous prince, the tyran- 
ny of the army threatened with inftant death his 
moil faithful minifters, who were fufpeded of aa 
intention to corred their intolerable diforders. 
Danger of The hiftorian Dion Caifius had commanded the 
Dion Caf- pannouian legions with the fpirit of ancient dif- 
cipline. Their brethren of Rome, embradng 
the common caufe of military licence, demanded 
the head of the reformer. Alexander, however, 
inftead of yielding to their feditious clamours, 
ihewed a juA fenfe of his merit and fervices, by 
appointing him his colleague in the confaUhip, 
and defraying from his own treafury the . expence 
of that vain dignity : but as it was judly appre- 
hended, that if the foldiers beheld him witb the 
enfigns of his office, they would revenge the in- 
fult in his blood, the nominal firft magiftrate of 
the ftate retired, by the emperor's advice, from 

74 Though the author of the life of Alexander (Hift. Auguft. 
p. ijz.) mentions the fedition raifed againft Ulpian by the foldicrsy 
he conceals the cataftrophe, as it might difcover a wcaknefs in the 
adoiinHli-ation of his h^ro. From this defigned on^ifllonj wetoajr 
judge of the weight and candour of that author. ^ 
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the dty, and fpent the greateft pan of his confuU chap. 
fhip at his villas in Campania "• t^ ^^A_r 

/The lenity of the emperor confirmed the in- Tumuiu 
folence of the troops; the legions imitated the "^f*'^***- 
example of the guards, and defended their pre- 
rogative of licentioufnefs with the fame furious 
obftinacy. The adminiftration of Alexander was 
an unavailing ftruggle againft the corruption of 
his age. In lUyricum, in Mauritania, in Ar- 
menia, in Mefopotamia, in Germany, frefh mu- 
tinies perpetually broke out; his officers were 
murdered, his authority was infulted, and his 
life at laft facrificed to the fierce difcontents of 
the army '\ One particular faft well deferves to FjrmDeft 
be recorded, as it illuftrates the manners of the 
troops, and exhibits a fingular inftance of their 
return to a fenfe of duty and obedience. Whilfl 
the emperor lay at Antioch, in his Perfian expe- 
dition, the .particulars of which we Ihall here- 
after relate, the punifhment of fome foldiers, who 
had been difcovered in the baths of women, ex- 
cited a fedition in the legion to which they be^ 
longed. Alexander afcended his tribunal, and 
with a modeft firmnefs reprefented to the armed 
multitude, the abfolute neceffity as well as his 
inflexible refolution of correfting the vices intro- 
duced by his impure predeceffor, and of main- 
taining the difcipline, which could not be relaxed 
without the ruin of the Roman name and em- 
pire. Their clamours interrupted his mild ex- 

75 For an account of Ulpian'sfate and his own danger, fee tU 
outiiaisd conclufion of Dion's Hiftory, i. Ixxx. p. 1571. 
7* Aoflot. Reimar. ad Dion Cafilus, ]• Ixzx. p. 1369. ^ 
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poftulation. *• Refervc your (houts/* faid thei 
undaunted emperor, ** till you take the field 
•* againft the Perfians, the Germans, and the 
** Sarmatians. Be filent in the prcfence of your 
** Ibvereign and benefaftor, who beftows upon 
*• you the corn^ the clothing, and the money of 
** the provinces. Be filent, or I Iball no longer 
" ftyle you foldiers, but ciitTiens ", if thofc in- 
** deed who difclaim the laws of Rome dcfefvc 
^^ to be ranked among the meaneft of the peo- 
•^ pie." His menaces inflamed the fury of the 
legion, and their brandifhed arms already threat* 
cned his perfon. ** Your courage,** refumed the 
intrepid Alexander, ^^ would be more nobly diC> 
*• played in the field of battle j me you may de- 
" ftroy, you cannot intimidate; and tlie fcvere 
•* juftice of the republic would punilh your crime^ 
•* and revenge my death.** The legion ftill per- 
fifted in clamorous fedition, when the emperor 
pronounced, with a loud voice, the decifive fen* 
tence, " Citizens/ lay down your arms, and dc- 
•* part in peace to your refpeftive habitations.*' 
The temped was inftantly appeafed ; the foldiers, 
filled with grief and fhame, filently confefled the 
juftice of their punithment and the powtr of di£- 
cipline, yielded up their arms and military en- 
figns, and retired in confufion, not to their camp, 
but to the feveral inns of the city. Alexander 
enjoyed, during thirty days, the edifying fpec* 

77 Julius Csfar had appeafed a fedition with the fame word ^gtrun; 
mhich^ thus oppoied to SMitn^ was ufed in a fenfe of conteropi, and 
reduced the offeiidcrs to the left hoBoufai>le conditioa of fltrt ciii« 
Bcns. Tacit. AmiaU ■• 43* 
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(acle of their rq>eiitance ; nor did he reftore ^ "^^ ^* 
them to their former rank in the army, till he ^.^^/w 
had pttxriihed with death tbofe tribunes whofe 
amaivance had occafioned the mutiny. The . 
gzatefttl kgioa ferved the emperor, whiift livings 
aad revenged him when dead '*. 

The refohitions of the muhitude generally de- i>cfcAt of 
peod on a moment; and the caprice of paffion anVcha!!! 
migbt equally determine the feditious legion ta '*^^* 
by down their arms at the emperor's feet, or to 
plunge diem into his bread. Perhaps, if the 
fiogular tranfadion had been inveftigated by the 
peaetmiiQa of a philofopher, *we fhould difcoyer 
the fecret caufes which on that occafion autho* 
riaed the boldnefs of the prince, and command- 
ed the obedience of the troops ; and perhaps, if 
it had been related by a judicious hiftorian, we 
ibottld find this a/6lion, worthy of Caefar himfelf^ 
tedttced nearer to the level of probability and tho 
common flandard of the charader of Alexander 
Severus. The abilities of that amiable prince 
feeod to have been inadequate to the difficulties 
of his (icuAtion, the firmnefs of his condud in<« 
ferior to the purity of his intentions. His vir«^ 
tues, as well as the vices of Elagabalus, con- 
traded a tin&ure of weaknels and effeminacy 
from the fbft climate of Syria, of which he wa» 
a native ; though he blulhed at his foreign origin^, 
and liftencd with a Tain complacency to the flac<« 
tering genealogifts, who derived his race front 

7S Hift* Augttft. p« ijt* 
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the ancient flock of Roman nobility ^\ The pride 
and avarice of his mother caft a ihade on the 
glories of his reign; and by exa£bing from his 
riper years the fame dutiful obedience which ihe 
had juftly claimed from his unexperienced youth, 
Mama^a expofed to public ridicule both her 
fon's charafter and her own". The fatigues 
of the Perfian' war irritated the military dilcon^ 
tent; the unfuccefsfiil erent degraded the repu- 
tation of the emperor as a general, and even as 
a foldier. Every caufe prepared, and every cir- 
cumftance haftened, a revolution, which diftraded 
the Roman empire with a long feries of inteftine 
calamities. 

• The diifolute tyranny of Commodus, the civil 
wars occafioned by his death, and the new max* 
ims of policy introduced by the houfe of Severus, 
had all contributed to increafe the dangerous 
power of the army, and to obliterate the faint 
image of laws and liberty that was fiill imprefled 

79 From the Metelli. Hift. Auguft. p. 119. The choice was judi- 
cious. In one (hort period of twelve years, the Metelli could reckon 
ftven eonfuKhips and five triumphs. See Velloios PMerculus, ii. ir. 
and khe.Faili. 

*^ The life of Alexander, in the Auguftan Hiftory» it the mere 
idea of a' perfe6^ prince, an awkwdrd imitation of the C'yropardia. 
The account of his reign^ as given by Herodian, is rational and 
apoderate, cpnfiftent with the general hiftory of the age | andj in 
fome of the moft invidious particulars, confirmed by the decifive 
fbgnents of Dion. Yet from a very paltry prejudice, the greater 
number of our ihodern writers abufe Herodian» and copy the Au- 
guftan. Hiftory. See Mcff*. de Tillemont and Wotton. From the 
oppofite prejudice, the emperor Julian (in Csf^rib. p. 315.)^ dwells 
with a viHble fatisfaflion on the effeminate weaknefs of the Sjn'am, 
and the ridiculous avarice of his nrother. 
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hn the mindd of \he Romtos. This internal 
change, T«rhich und^mined the foundations of 
the empire, we have endeavoured to explain with 
feme degree of order and perfpicuity* The 
perfonal charafters of the emperors, their vic- 
tories, laws, follies, and fortunes, can intereft 
us BO farther than as they are connected with the 
general hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the 
monarchy. Our conftant attention to that great 
obje& wfll not fuflfer us to overlook a raoft im- 
portant edift of Antoninus Caracalla, which com* 
municated to all the free inhabitants of the em-* 
pire* the name and privileges of Roman citizens. 
His unbounded liberality flowed not, however, 
from the fentiments of a generous mind i it was 
the fordid refult of avarice, and wilt naturally be 
illuftrated by fome obfervations on the finances of 
that ftate, from the viftorious ages of the common* 
wealth to the reign of Alexander Severus- 

The fiege of Veii in Tufcany, the firft con- Eftabiiih- 
fiderable enterprife of the Romans, was protra^ed ^^^* 
to the tenth year, much lefs by the ftrength of 
the place than by the unikilfulnefs of the be- 
fiegers. The unaccuftomed hardfliips of fo many 
winter campaigns, at the diftance of near twenty 
miks from home ", required more than common 
encouragements^; and the fenate wifely prevented 

** According to the more accurate Dionyfius, the city itfelf was 
coly an hundred ftadia^ or twelve miles and a half from Rome ; 
though fome out-pofts might be advanced farther on the fide of 
Etruria, Nardirii, in a profefTed treatife, has combated the popular 
•pinion and the authority of two popes, and has removed Veii from 
Civita Cal^etlana, to a little ^t called Ifola, in the midway between 
Rome and the lake Brace iano. 
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^ » A p. t|i9 clamoors of the people, hf the inftitudon ol 
^-i-srw a regular pay for the foldiers, which was levied 
by a general tribute, aflefled according to an 
•qjoitable proportion on the property c^ the citi* 
zens'\ During more than two hundred fears 
after the conqued of Veii, the viclorietf of the 
republic added kfs to the wealth thuii to the 
power of Rome. The ftates of Italy paid tbeb 
tribute lA nuUtary fervice only, and the vaft force 
both by fea and land, which was exerted ill the 
Funic wars, was maintained at the ezpeace of 
the Romans themfelves. That high^fpirited peo« 
pie (fuch is often the generous enthufiafin of 
freedom) cheerfully fubmitted to the sioft ezcef- 
fiTe but Tohmtary burdens, in the juft coofideece 
that they fliould fpeedily enjoy the rich harveft 
^ their labours. Their expe&ations were not 
di&ppointed. In the courfe of a few years^ the 
riches of Syracufe, of Carthage, of Macedonia, 
and of Afia, were brought in triumph to Rome. 
M<i aboii* The treafuees of Perfeoi alone amounted to near 
IJibuuoi' two miliions fterlinff, 2fid the Rotfian people, 
Roman ci. the fovereigtt of fo many nations, was for eycr 
delivered from the weight of taxes *\ The in« 
creafuig revenue of the provincea was found iiifi* 
cient to defray the ordinary eftablifliment of war 
and government, and the fuper£kions mafs of 
gold and filver was depofited in the temple of 

'* See the fth and 5th books of Lity. In the Roman Ceofus, 
property, power, and taxation, were commenAirate with each 
other. 

9» Plin. Htft. Nator. 1. xxx'uu c. 3* Cicero dc Ofic* ii. ta. 
Pitttarcb^ in P« ^inil, p. 175, 

Saturn^ 
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Saturn, and referred for any unforefeen emergency chap. 
of the (late •♦. v,J^ 

Hiftory has never perhaps fuffered a greater or Tnbuteg 
more irreparable injury, than in the lofs of the ^incw^"^* 
curious regifter bequeathed by Auguftus to the ' 
fenate, in which that experienced prince fo ac- 
curately balanced the revenues and expences of 
the Roman empire '*. Deprived of this clear 
and comprehenfive eftimate, we are reduced to 
colled a few imperfeft hints from fuch of the an- 
cients as have accidentally turned afide from the 
fplendid to the more ufeful parts of hiftory. 
We are informed that, by the conquefts of Pom- 
pcy, the tributes of Afia were raifed from fifty to of Afia^ 
one hundred and thirty-five millions of drachms ; 
or about four millions and a half flerling*^. 
Under the lait and mod indolent of the Ptole- 
mies, the revenue of Egypt is faid to have ofEgypti 
amounted to twelve thoufand five hundred ta- 
lents ; a fum equivalent to more than two mil* 
lions and a half of our money, but which was 
afterwards confiderably improved by the more 
exad oeconomy of the Romans, and the increafe 
of the trade of JSthiopia and India '^ Gaul ofGaulj 
was enriched by rapine, as Egypt was by com.* 
merce, and the tributes of thofe two great pro^ 
Tmces have been compared as nearly equal to 

H See a fine defcription of this accumulated wealth of zgt$, in 
lacai^Pbarf. 1. iii. v. 155, &c. 

*' Tacit, in Aonal. i. ix. It feeroa to have cxifted in the time of 
Appian. 

'* Plutarch, in Pompeioi p. 64.a. '7 Strabo^ 1. zvii. p. 79s. 

Vol. L S each 



Digitized by 



Google 



2s% THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, each other in value '^ The ten thoufimd £a* 
K.^^!^^ boic or Phoenician talents, about four mxUioiis 
of Africa, fterimg*% which vanquifhed Carthage was con- 
demned to pay within the term of fifty years, 
were a flight acknowledgment of the fuperiority 
of Rome ^'•j and cannot bear the leaft proportion 
with the taxes afterwards raifed both on the lands 
and on the perfons of the inhabitants, when the 
fertile coail of Africa was reduced into a pro- 
vince ''. 
of Spain, Spain, by a very fingular fatality, was the Peru 
and Mexico of the old world. The difcovery of 
the rich wedern continent by the Pbcenicians^ 
and the oppreflion of the fimple natives, who 
, were compelled to labour in their own mines for 

the benefit of ftrangers, form an exa£t type of 
the more recent hiftory of SpaniAi America ^\ 
The Phoenicians were acquainted only with the 
fea-coaft qi Spain; avarice, as well as ambition, 
catried the arms of Rome and Carthage into the 
heart of the country, and almofl ^very part of 
the foil was found pregnant with copper, filver, 
and gold. Mention is made of a mine near Car* 
thagena which yielded every day twenty-five 

ss Velleius Paterculus, l.iu c. 39. He feems to give tbe prefer- 
ence to the revenue of Gaul. 

<f Tbe Bnboic, the Phcenician, and tbe Ateataodrian ttlents were 
double in weight to the Attic. See Hooper of ancient weights and 
meafuresy p. iv« c. 5. It is very probable, that the fame Ulent was 
carried from Tyre to Carthage. 

90 Polyb. 1. XV. c. a. t" Appian ih Punicis, p. 84. 

9* Diodorus Siculus, 1. v. Cadiz was built by the Phoeniciana 
a little more thai^ a thouiand yean before Cbrift. See Veil. Paterc. 
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tfaoufand drachms of filver, or about thf^e hun* c h a f 
dred thoufand pounds a year*'. Twenty thou- ._ ^/-i^^ 
fand pound weight of gold was annually received 
from the provinces of Afturia^ Gallicia^ and Lu« 
fitania^. 

We want both leifure and materials to purfue of the iiie 
this curious inquiry through the many potent ®^^y"™*' 
ftates that were annihilated in the Roman empire* 
Some notion, however, may be formed of the* 
revenue of the provinces where confiderable 
wealth had been depofited by nature, or collected 
by man, if we obferve the fevere attention that 
was directed to the abodes of folitude and fte« 
rility. Auguftus once received a petition from 
the inhabitants of Gyarus, humbly praying that 
they might be relieved from one*third of their 
exceflive impofitions. Their whole tax amounted 
indeed to no more than one hundred and fifty 
drachms, or about five pounds : but Gyarus was 
a little iiland, or rather a rock, of the JSgean' 
fea, deftitute of frefli water and every neceffary 
of life, and inhabited only by a few wretched 
filhermen ". 

From the faint glimmerings of fuch doubtful Amount 
and fcattered lights we ihould be inclined to 
believe, ift, That (with every fair allowance for 

^ Stratwy I. ill. p. i^%» 

94 Plio. Hift. Natur. 1. xxxiiK e. )• He mentioni likewife a 
^Iver mine in Daimatia, that yielded every day fifty poondi to tb« 
itaie, 

95 Strabo, 1. x. p. 4.85. Tacit. Annal. iii. 69. and it. 30. Se« 
inTournefort (Voyages au Levant, LettreviiiO a very lively piAort 
of die aAual mifery of Gyanit. 
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the ^difference of times and circumftances) the 
general income of the Roman provinces could 
feldom amount to lefs than fifteen or twenty 
millions of our money •*; and^ adly. That fo 
ample a revenue muft have been fully adequate 
to all the expences of the moderate government 
inftituted by Auguftus, whofe court was the mo- 
deft family of a private fenator, and whofe mili- 
tary eftablifliment was calculated for the defence 
of the frontiers, without any afpiring views of 
conqueft, or any ferious apprehenfion of a foreign 
invaiion. 
Taxes on Notwithftandiug the feeming probability of 
tiMnsln^- both thefe conclufions, the latter of them at Icaft 
fluted by jg pofitively difowned by the language and con- 
dud of Auguftus. It is not eafy to determine 
whether, on this occalion, he afted as the com- 
mon father of the Roman world, or as the op- 
preffor of liberty j whether he wiflied to relieve 
the provinces, or to impoverifh the fenate and 
the equeftrian order. But no fooner had he 
aiTumed the reins of government, than he fre- 
quently intimated the infufficiency of the tributes, 
and the neceility of throwing an equitable pro- 
, portion of the public burden upon Rome and 
Italy. In the profecution of this unpopular dc- 
fign, he advanced, however, by cautious and 
well-weighed fteps. The introduction of cuftoms 
was followed by the eftablifhment of an excife, 

9^ Lipfius de magnitudine Romana (1. li. c. %*) computec tbe 
revenue at one hundred and fifty milliooi of gold crowns j bat bU 
whole book, though learned and ingenious^ betrays a very heated 
imagination* 
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and the fchems of taxation was completed by an c h a p/ 
artful affeffment on the real and perfonal pro- <^-^s,^^ii^ 
perty of the Roman citizens, who had been ex- 
empted from any kind of contribution above a 
century and a half. 

I. In a great empire like that of Rome, a Thccuf- 
natural balance of money muft have gradually *®"*** 
eftablifhed itfelf. It has been already obferved, 
that as the wealth of the provinces was attradled 
to the capital by the (Irong hand of conquefl: and 
power ; fo a confiderable part of it was reftored 
to the induftrious provinces by the gentle influ- 
ence of commerce and arts. In the reign of 
Auguftus and his fucceflbrs, duties were im- 
pofed on every kind of merchandife, which 
through a thoufand channels flowed to the great 
centre of opulence and luxury; and in whatfo- 
evcr manner the law was exprefled, it was the 
Roman purchafer, and not the provincial mer- 
chant, who paid the tax''. The rate of the 
cuftoms varied from the eighth to the fortieth 
part of the value of the commodity ; and we have 
a right to fuppofe that the variation was direfted 
by the unalterable ipaxims of policy ; that a 
higher duty was fixed on the articles of luxury 
than on tbofe of neceflity, and that the produc- 
tions raifed or manufaftured by the labour of the 
fubju-fts of the empire, were treated with inore 
iiiduigence than was Ihewn to the perniciQUS, or 
at lead the unpopular commerce of Arabia and 

S : India. 
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CHAP. India '\ There is ftill extant a long but im- 
perfeft catalogue of eaftern commodities, which 
about the time of Alexander Severus were fubjeA 
to the payment of duties; cinnamon, myrrh, 
pepper, ginger, and the whole tribe of aromatics, 
a great variety of precious' ftones, among which 
the dbmosd was the mod remarkable for its 
priee, and the emerald for its beauty ^ : Parthian 
and Babylonian leather, cottons, filks, both raw 
and manufadured, ebony, ivory, and eunuchs '^. 
We may obferve that the ufe and value of ^hofe 
effeminate flaves gradually rofe with the decline of 
the empire. 

The ex- IL The excife, introduced by Auguftus after 

the civil wars, was extremely moderate, but it 
was general. It feldom exceeded one percent.; 
but it comprehended whatever was (old in the 
markets or by public audion, from the moft con- 
fiderable purchafe of lands and houfes, to thofe 
minute objeds which csm only derive a value 
from their infinite multitude, and daily confump- 
tion* Such a tax, as it affeds the body of the 
people, has ever been the occafion of clamour 
and difccmtent. An emperor well acquainted 

9> S(fe Pliny (Hift.Natur. 1. yi. c. 13. h xii. c. iS.)- H>> ol>- 
fcrvatioiiy that the Indian commodities were fold at Rome at a hun* 
dred times their original price, may give us Tome notion of the pro- 
duce of the cuflomsi fince that original price amoantcd to more than 
eight hundred thoufand pounds. 

99 The ancients were unacquainted with the art of cutting dia- 
flionds. 

>oo M. Bouchaud, in bis treatife de Tlmpot chex les Romatns, has 
tranfcribed this catalogue, Irom the Digeft, and attempts to illuftrate 
it by a very prolix commentuy. 
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with the wants and refoutces of the ftate, was c n a ». 
obliged to declare by a public edi6t, fhat the ^^^^l^^ 
fupport of the army depended in a great meafure 
oo ^e produce of the excife *"**• 

IIL When Auguftos refolved to eftabliih a Taxonie* 
permanent military force fot the defence of his fRberit!*^ 
government againft foreign and domeftic ene- ^'^^*' 
mies, he inftituted a peculiar treafury for the pay 
of the foldiers, the rewards of the veterans, and 
the extraordinary ezpences of war. The amfde 
revenue of the excife, though peculiarly appro«> 
priated to thofe nfes^ was focind inadecjaaie. 
To fepply the deficiency, the emperor fuggefted 
a new tax of five per ata, on all legacies and 
infaetitances.- But the ncddes of Rome were 
more tenacions of property than of freedom. 
Their indignant inurmutB were received by Au- 
gttftus with his ufual temper. He candidty re*f 
ferred the whoki Imfinefs to the fenate, and ex- 
horted them to' provide for the pt:A>Kc fervice by ^ 
fane other expedient c^ a kft odbos nature. 
They were divided and perptexedL He infimh 
ated to tbeiiit that their ob(^acy would oblige 
him to frofo/e a gerveral laild«tax and capitation. 
They acquiefced in filence'**. The new impo- 
filion on legacies^ and inherifonce» was however 
mitigated by fome reftridions. It did not take 
place unlefs the d)je£t was of a certain value, 

lof Tacit. Annal. i. 78. Two ycar« afterwards^ the reduftion 
of the poor (kingdom of Cappadocia gave Tibcriui a pretence for 
dimintihing the excife to one half; but the relief was of ?ery (kart 
duration. 

fo£ Djoa Cs^uty Klv. p. 7 94: l*lvi, p. fa 5^ 
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moft probably of fifty or an hundred pieces o( 
gold '^'} nor could it be exaded from the neareft 
of kin on the father's fide "***• When the rights 
of nature and poverty were thus fecured, it feemed 
reafonable, that a ftranger, or a diftant relation, 
who acquired an unexpedied acceflion of fortune, 
Ihould cheerfiilly refign a twentieth part of it, for 
the benefit of the ftate '***• 
Suited to Such a tax, plentiful as it muft prove in every 
and^n- Wealthy community, was moft happily fiiited to 
the fituation of the Romans, who could frame 
their arbitrary wills, according to the dictates of 
reafon or caprice, without any reftraint from the 
modem fetters of entails and fettlements. From 
various caufes the partiality of paternal affedion 
often loft its influence ^er the ftem patriots of 
the commonwealth, and the diflblute nobles of 
the empire ; and if the father bequeathed to his 
fon the fourth part of his eftate, he removed all 
ground of legal complaint ''^. But a rich child* 
lefs old man was a domeftic tyrant, and his power 
increafed with his years and infirmities. A for- 
vile crowd, in which he frequently reckoned 
prstors and confuls, courted his fmiles, . pam- 
pered hi^ avarice, applauded his follies, ferved 
his paifions, an4 waited with impatience for his 

'OS Th« Aim is only fixed by conjecture. 

><>4 At the Roman law Aibfifted for many ages, tlie Coffuaif or 
relations on the mother** fide, were not calJed to the fucceflioR. 
This harih inftitution was gradually undermined by humanity^ and 
finally aboliflied by Juftinian. 

"^ Plin. Panegyric, c. 37. 

106 Set Hcineccius in the Antiquit, Juris Roman!, I, ii. 

death. 
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death. The arts of attendance and flattery were c h^a p. 
formed into a moft lucrative fcience ; thofe who ^^^^^-^^^ 
profelTed it acquired a peculiar appellation ; and 
the whole city, according to the lively defcrip- 
tions of fatire, wa8 divided between two parties, 
the hunters and their game'^^ Yet, while fo 
many unjuft and extravagant wills were every 
day difbated by cunning, and fubfcribed by folly, 
a few were the refult of rational efteem and vir- 
tuous gratitude. Cicero, who had fo often de- 
fended the lives and fortunes of his fellow-citizens, 
was rewarded with legacies to the amount of 
an hundred and feventy thoufand pounds "^^ ; 
nor do the friends of the younger Pliny feem to 
have been lefs generous to that amiable orator '"^ 
Whatever was the motive of the teftator, the 
treafury claimed, without diftindion, the twen^ 
tieth part of his edate ; and in the courfe of two 
or three generations, the whole property of the 
fubjeA muft have gradually pafled through the 
coffers of the ftate. 

In the firft and golden years of the reign of Nero, Rcguia- 
that prince, from a defire of popularity, and cmperois. 
perbap3 from a blind impulfe of benevolence, 
conceived a wi(h of abolithing the oppreflion of . 
the cuftoms and excife. The wifed fenators ap- 
plauded his magnanimity ; but they diverted him 

■07 Horat. !• W. Sat. v. Pctron. c. ii6, &c, Plin. I. ii*. E|>ift.ao. 

io« Cicero in Philipp. ii» c. 16. 

><^ See bis epiftles. Every fuch will gyve hlin an occafion of 
difiilaying hift revenence to the deady and his jullice to the living. 
He reconciled both, in bit behaviour to a Ton who had been difin- 
facrited by his mother (v, i.}. 
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from the eaiecution of a defign, which would 
have difiblved the ftrength and refources of the 
republic"*. Had it indeed been poffible to 
realize this dream of fancy, fuch princes as Tra- 
jan and the Antonines would furely have em-» 
braced with ardour the glorious opportunity of 
conferring . fo (ignal an obligation on mankind. 
Satisfied, however, with alleviating the public 
burden, they attempted not to remove it. The 
mildnefs and preciiion of their laws afoertained 
the rule and meafure of taxation, and protected 
the fubjed of every rank againft arbitrary inter- 
pretations, antiquated claims, and the infolent 
vexation of the farmers of the revenue "*• For 
it is^ fomewhat iingular that, in every age, the 
befl and wifeft of the Roman governors per- 
fevered in this pernicious method of colle^i^ 
the principal branches at leaft of the excife ^^ 
cuftoms"*. 
Ediaof The fentiments, and, indeed, the fituation of 
Caracalla, were very different from thofe of the 
Antonines. Inattentive, or rather averfe to the 
welfare of his people, he found bimfelf under the 
neceffity of gratifying the infatiate avarice, which 
he had excited in the artny. Of the feveral im- 
pofitions introduced by Auguftus, the twentieth 
on inheritances and legacies was the mod fruit- 
ful, as well as the moil comprehenfive. As its 

"o Tacit. Anna!, xlii. 50. Efprit des Loix, I. xii. c. 19, 

*" See Pliny^s Panegyric, the Augulian Uiftory, and Burman de 

Vef^igal. pafliin. 
««» The tributes (properly fo called) were not farmcil 5 iince the 

good princes often remitted many millions of drears. 

influ- 
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inflaence was Hot con5ned to Rome or Italy, the c ii a r. 
produce continually increafed with the gradud -^r-^^-,^ 
extenfion of the Roman City. The new citi- 
zens, though charged, on equal terms "% with 
the payment of new taxes, which had not a&ded 
them as fubjeds, derived an ample compenfae 
tion from the rank they obtained, the privilege^ 
they acquired, and the fair profped of honours 
and fortune that was thrown open to their ambi- 
tion. But the favour which implied a diftiao The free, 
tion was loft in the prodigality of Caracalla, and city given 
the reludant provincials were compelled to aflfume *®*".^^* 
the vain title, and the real obligations, of Roman aii. for the 
citizens. Nor was the rapacious fon of Severus ^"Sioii. 
contented with fuch a meafure of taxation, as had 
appeared fufEcient to his moderate predeceflbr&i 
Inftead of a twentieth, he exa£led a tenth of all 
kgiacies axKi inheritances ; and during his reign 
(for the ancient proportion was reftored after his 
death) he crufbed alike every part of the empire 
under the weight of his iron fceptre "*. 

When all the provincials became liable to the Tcmporf 
peculiar impoiitions of Roman citizens, they [bnofthe 
feemed to acquire a legal exemption from the tribute, 
tributes which they had paid in their former 
condition of fubjeds. Such were not the maxims 
of government adopted by Caracalla and his pre- 
tended fon. The old as well as the new taxes 
were, at the fame time, levied in the provinces. 

"} The fituation of the new citizens is minutely defcribed by 
Pliny (Panegyric, c, 37, 38, 39.). Trajan pabljihed a law very 
moch in their favour. 

"4 Dion, I. Ixxvii. p. 1195* 
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CHAP. It was referved for the virtue of Alexander to 
»i^^^> relieve them in a great meafure from this into* 
lerable grievance, by reducing the tributes to a 
thirtieth part of the fum exaded at the time of 
his acceilion"'. It is impoflible to conjefture 
the motive that engaged him to fpare fo trifling a 
remnant of the public evil ; but the noxious weed, 
which had not been totally eradicated, again 
fprang up with the mofl: luxuriant growth, and 
in the fucceeding age darkened the Roman world 
with its deadly (hade. In the courfe of this hif- 
tory, we (hall be too often fummoned to explain 
the land-tax, the capitation, and the heavy con* 
tributions of corn, wine, oil, and meat, which were 
exaded from the provinces for the ufe of the courts 
the army, and the capital. 
Confe. As long as Rome and Italy were refpeded as 

JhTuntvcr* ^^^ Centre of government, a national fpirit was 
fii freedom prefcrvcd by the ancient, and infenfibly imbibed 
««>«• jjy ^j^g adopted, citizens. The principal com- 
mands of the army were filled by men who had 
received a liberal education, were well inftruded in 
the advantages of laws and letters, and who 
had rifen, by equal fteps, through the regular 
fucceflion of civil and military honours "^ To 
their influence and example we may partly afcribe 
the modefl: obedience of the legions during the 
two firlt centuries of the Imperial hiftory. 

**5 He who paic! ten aara\ the ufual tn!»u'c, was charged with ro 
more than the third part of an aureus^ and ^jroportiunal pieces of gold 
were coined by /\lpxander'« order, Hift. Aug«lt p. 1*7. with the 
commentary of Salnv.fius. 

ti^ Sc;e ilie lives of At;rico!a, Vcfpafi-in, Trajan, Severn?, and his 
three coinpetitore j and jncleed uf all the eminent me/i of thole tin es. 

1 But 
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But when the laft enclofure of the Roman chap. 
conflitution was trampled down by Caracalla, 
the reparation of profeflions gradually fucceeded 
to the diflinflion of ranks. The more poliflied 
citizens of the internal provinces were alone qua- 
lified to aft as lawyers and magiftrates. The 
rougher trade of arms was abandoned to the pea- 
fants and barbarians of the frontiers, who knew 
no country but their camp, no fcience but that of 
war, no civil laws, and fcarcely thofe of military 
difcipline. With bloody hands, favage manners, 
and defperate refolutions, they fometimes guarded, 
but much oftener fubverted, the throne of the 
emperors* 
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CHAP. VIL 

Thf Elevation and Tyranny of Maximin.'^RebelHm 
in Africa and Italy ^ under the Authority of the 
Senate. — Civil Wars and Seditions. — Violent 
Deaths of Maximin and his Son^ of Maximus and 
JBalbinusy and of the three Gordians.-^Ufurpation 
' andfecular Games of Philip. 

CHAP. /^F the various forms of government, urhich 
^t^ jTjl; , ^ ^^ have prevailed in the world, an hereditary 
^beappa. monarchy feems to prefent the faireft fcope for 
^e" *" ridicule. Is it poffible to relate, without an in- 
dignant fmile, that on the father's deceafe, the 
property of a nation, like that of a drove of oxen, 
defcends to his infant fon, as yet unknown to 
mankind and to himfelf; and that the braveft 
warriors and the wifeft ftatefmen, relinquifhing 
their natural right to empire, approach the royal 
cradle with bended knees and proteftarions of 
inviolable fidelity ? Satire and declamation may 
paint thefe obvious topics in the mod dazzling 
colours, but our more ferious thoughts will re- 
fpeft a ufeful prejudice, that eftablifties a rule of 
fucceflion, independent of the paflions of man- 
kind; and we ihall cheerfully acquiefce in any 
expedient which deprives the multitude of the 
dangerous, and indeed the ideal, power of giving 
themfelves a mafter. 
and folid In the cool fhade of retirement, we may eafily 
of he^dfT dcvife imaginary forms of government, in which 
Hrjr fuc 4 the 
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the fceptre (h;all be conftantly beftowed on the c h a p« 
moft worthy, by the free and incorrupt fuflfirage -^X ^ 
of the whole community. Experience overturns 
thefe airy fabrics, and teaches us, that in a large 
fociety, the eleftion of a monarch can never 
devolve to the wifeft, or to the moft numerous, part 
erf the people. The array is the only order of 
men fufficientty united to concur in the fame fen- 
timents, and powerful enough to impofe them 
on the reft of their fellow-citizens : but the tem- 
per of foldiers, habituated at once to violence and 
to flavery, renders them very unfit guardians of 
a legal, or even a civil conftitution. Juftice, 
humanity, or political wifdom, are qualities they 
are too little acquainted with in themfelves, to 
appreciate them in others. Valour will acquire 
their efteem,' and liberality will purchafe their 
fu£frage; but the firft of thefe merits is often 
lodged in the moft favage breafts ; the latter can 
only exert itfelf at the expence of the public ; and 
both may be turned againft the poffe'flbr of the 
throne, by the ambition of a daring rival. 

The fuperior prerogative of birth, when it has Want of it 
obtained the fandlion of time and popular opi- manem^" 
nion, is the plaineft and leaft invidious of all 5JJlj*JJ||*^f 
diftindions among mankind. The acknowledged the greateft 
right extinguiflies the hopes of faftion, and the «•**"*"'*•• 
confcious fecurity difarms the cruelty of the mo- 
narch. To the firm eftablifhment of this idea, 
we owe the peaceful fucceflion, and mild admi- 
niftration, of European monarchies. To the 
dtkeGt of it^ we muft attribute the frequent civil 

wars. 
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CHAP. yjffdtSy through which an Afiatic defpot is obliged 
to cut his way to the throne of his Withers. Tet, 
even in the Eaft^^ the fphere of contentioa is 
ufually limited to the princes of the reigning 
houfe, and as foon as the more fortunate compe- 
titor has removed his brethren, by the fword and 
the bow-ftring, he no longer entertsuns any jea-* 
loufy of his meaner fubjeds. But the Roman 
empire, after the authority of the fenate had funk 
into contempt, was a vaft fcene of confufion* 
The royal, and even noble, families of the pro- 
vinces, had long fince been led in triumph before 
the car of the haughty republicans. The ancient 
families of Rome had fucceffively fallen beneath 
the tyranny of the Caefars ; and whilft thofe 
princes were (hackled by the forms of a common- 
wealth, and difappointed by the repeated failure 
of their pofterity ', it was impoflible that any 
idea of hereditary fucceilion fhould have taken 
root in the minds of their fubjefts. The right to 
the throne, which none could claim from birth, 
every one aflumed from merit. The daring 
h®pes of ambition were fet loofe from the falutary 
reftraints of law and prejudice ; and the meaneft 
of mankind might, without folly, entertain a 
hope of being railed by valour and fortune to a 
rank in the army, in which a fingle crime would 
enable him to wreft the fceptre of the world from 
his feeble and unpopular mafter. After the mur-^ 

1 There had been no example of three fucceflive generations on 
the throne } only three inftances of funs who focceeded their fathers*. 
The marriages of the Ctefars (notwithftandirg the permilIloD» and 
the freq^uent praAice of divorces) were generally unfiuitful. 

der 
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der of Alexander Severus, and the elevadon of ^ ^^^ ^* 
Maximin, no emperor could think himfelf fafe ^ ^.^^^^-^^^ 
upon the throne, and every barbarian peafant of 
the frontier might afpire to that auguft^ but daa- 
gerous ftation. 

About thirty-two years before that event, the Birth and 
emperor Severus, returning from an eaftem expe- JS^jro*n^ 
dition, halted in Thrace^ to celebrate, with mi- 
litary games, the birth-day of his younger foo^ 
Geta. The country flocked in crowds to behold 
their fovereign, and a young barbarian of gigantic 
ftature earneftly folicited, in his rude dialeft, 
that he might be allowed to contend for the prize 
of wreftling. As the pride of difcipline would 
have been difgraced in the overthrow of a Roman 
foldier by a Thracian peafant, he was matched 
with the flouted followers of the camp, (ixteen 
of whom he fucceilively laid on the ground. 
His vidory was rewarded by fome trifling gifts» 
and a permiflion to inlift in the troops. The 
next day, the happy barbarian was diftinguiflied 
above a crowd of recruits, dancing and exulting 
after the faihion of his country. As foon as he 
perceived that he had attracted the emperor's 
notice, he inftantly ran up to his horfe, and foU 
lowed him on foot, without the lealt appearance 
of fatigue, in a long and rapid career. ** Thra- 
" cian,'* faid Severus, with aftonilhmeni, " art . 
" thou difpofed to wreftle after thy race ?'* Moft 
willingly. Sir, replied the unwearied youth ; and, 
almoft in a breath, overthrew feven of the 
flrongeft foldicrs in the army. A gold collar was 

VOL.L T the 
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CHAP, the prize <tf his matchlefs vigour ahd aflivity, and 
«««^^ hie was immediately appointed to ferve in the horfe- 
guards who always attended on the perfon of the 
fovereign *. 
Hit mill- Maximin, for that was his name, though bom 
I'lJdhoJ'** on the territories of the empire^ defcended from 
ttoort. a mixed race of barbarians. His father was a 
Goth, and his mother of the nation of the Alani* 
He difplayed, on every occafion, a valour equal 
to his ftrength ; and his native fiercenefs was 
foon tempered br di%Uifed by the knowledges of 
the world. Under the reign of Severus and his 
fon, he obtained the rank of centurion, with the 
favour and efteem of both thofe princes, the for* 
mer of whom was an excellent judge of merit. 
Gratitude forbade Maximin to ferve under the 
aflfaffin of Caracalla. Honour taught him to 
decline the eflfeminate infults of Elagabaius. On 
the acceffion of Alexander he returned to court, 
and was placed by that prince in a ftation ufeful 
to the fcrvice and honourable to himfelf. The 
fourth legion, to which he was appointed tribune, 
foon became, under his care, the beft difciplined 
of the whole army. With the general applaufe 
of the foldiers, who beftowed on their favourite 
hero the names of Ajax and Hercules, he was 
fucceflively promoted to the firft military com- 
mand ' 5 and had not he (UU retained too much 

of 

* Hift. Ati^Qft. p. 13S. 

J Hift. Auguft. p. 140. Herodiany L vu p. 2*3. Aurelius 
Vi<5\or. By comparing thefe authors, it fhoiild fcem that Maxi- 
luin had the particular eomiAand of the Triballian horfc, vith the 

general 
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of his lavage origin, the emperor might perhaps chap* 
have given his own fitter in marriage to the fon of ^^^i^^-**^ 
Maximin \ 

Inftead of fecuritig his fidelity, thefe favours Confpiracy 
ferred only to inflame the ambition of the Thra- ^^^M*'"- 

'' ^ mm* 

cian pedant, who deemed his 'fortune inadequate 
to bis merits as long as he was conftrained to 
acknowledge a fuperior. Though a ftranger to 
real wifdom, he was not devoid of a felfifli cun* 
ntng, whith (hewed him that the emperor had 
loft the afiedion of the army, and taught, him to 
improve their difcontent to his own advantage* 
It is eafy for fadion and calumny to ihed their 
poifon on the adminiftration of the bed of princes, 
smd to accufe even their virtues, by artfully con- 
founding them with thofe vices to which they 
bear the neareft afSnity. The troops liftened 
with pleafure to the emiifaries of Maximin» 
They blufhed at their own ignominious patience^ 
\7hich, during thirteen years, had fupported the 
vexatious difcipline impofed by an- effeminate Sy- 
rian, the timid flave of his mother and of the 
fenate. It was time, they cried, to caft away 
that ufelefs phantom of the civil power, and to 
ele£t for their prince and general a real foldier, 
educated in camps, exercifed in war, who would 
aflert the glory, and diilribute among his com^ 
panions the treafures of the empire. A great 

^cinl commiinon of dircipliiiing the recnjits of the whole army. 
Hit biographer ought to hate marked, with more care, his exploita, 
and the fircceiTive ftept of bis miHtary promotions. 

4 See the original letter of Alexander Severut, Uift. AUguK. 
p. 149. ^ 
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^ 'vii ^* *^°^y ^^^ *^ ^^^^ ^™^ affembled on the banks of 
^^^^• ^ the Rhine, under the command of the emperor 
himfelf, who, almoft immediately after his return 
from the Perfian war, had been obliged to march 
againft the barbarians of Germany. The im- 
portant care of training and reviewing the new 
levies was intrufted to Maximin* One day, as 
he entered the field of exercife, the troops^ either 
from a fudden impulfe or a formed confpiracy, 
faluted him emperor, filenced by their loud accla^ 
mations his obftinate refufal, and haftened to 
A.ix«ss« confummate their rebellion by the murder of 

''' Alexander Severus. 
Murder of The circumftauces of his death are variously 
fitvenii/'^ related. The writers, who fuppofe that he died 
in ignorance of the ingratitude and ambidon of 
Maximin, affirm that, after taking a frugal re» 
pad in the fight of the army, he retired to deep, 
and that, about the feventh hour of the day, a 
part 6f his own guards broke into the Imperial 
tent, and, with many wounds, ailaffinated their 
virtuous and unfufpefting prince '. If we credit 
another, and indeed a more probable account, 
Maximin was invefted with the purple by a nu- 
merous detachment, at the diftance of feveral 
miles from the head-quarters ; and he trufted for 
fuccefs rather to the fecret wifhes, than to the 

5 Hlft. Auguft. p. 135. I have foftened fome of the mod impro- 
bable circumftancet of this wretched biographer. From tbis ill- 
worded narration, it (hould feeniy that the prince's bufibon having 
accidentally entered the tent, and awakened the flumbering monarch, 
the fear of punifliment urged him to perfuade the di{aiFe£Ud foldien 
10 commit the marder. 

2 public 
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public declarations of the great army. AleX'^ ^ " ^ **• 
ander had fufficient time to awaken a faint fenfe ^^^^-v^ 
of loyalty among his troops ; but their reluflant 
profeffions of fidelity quickly vaniflied on the ap- 
pearance of Maximin, who declared himfelf the 
friend and advocate of the military order, and 
was unanimoufly acknowledged emperor of the 
Romans by the applauding legions. The fon of 
Mamaea, betrayed and deferted, withdrew into 
bis tent, defirous at lead to conceal his approach- 
ing fate from the infults of the multitude. He 
was foon followed by a tribune and fome centu* 
rions, the minifters of death ; but inftead of re* 
cdving with manly refolution the inevitable ftroke, 
his unavailing cries and entreaties difgraced the 
laft moments of his life, and converted into 
contempt fome portion of the juft pity which his 
innocence and misfortunes muft infpire. His 
mother Mamaea, whofe pride and avarice he loudly 
accufed as the caufe of his ruin, perilhed with 
her fon. The mod faithful of his friends were 
lacrificed to the firft fury of the foldiers. Others 
were referved for the more deliberate cruelty of 
the ufurper : and thofe who experienced the 
mildeft treatment, were (tripped of their em« 
ployments, and ignominioufly driven from the 
court and army^ 

The former- tyrants, Cah'gula and Nero, Com? Tvrtnny 
modus and Caracalla, were all diffolute and un- <>^^^^l«*' 
experienced youths ', educated in the purple, and 

• Herodian, 1. vi. p. 113— sft7. 

7 Caligula, che eldeft uf the four, waa only twenty-five years of 
age when be afccBiled the throne j Caracalla waa tweniy.tbree, 
Commodos nineteen, and Nero no more than leTentcen. 

T 3 corrupted 
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corrupted by the pride of empire, the luxury of 
Rome, and the perfidious voice of flattery. The 
cruelty of Maximin wa$ derived from a difierent 
fource, the. fear of contempt* Though he de- 
pended on the attachment of the foldiers, who 
loved him for virtues like their own, he was con« 
fcious that his mean and barbarian origin, his ia« 
vage appearance, and his total ignorance of the 
arts and inftitutions of civil life % formed a very 
unfavourable contrail with the amiable manners 
of the unhappy Alexander. He remembered, 
that, in his humbler fortune, he had often waked 
before the door of the haughty nobles of Rome, 
and had been denied admittance by the infolence 
of their £|aves. He recoUeded too the frieodfhip 
of a few who had relieved his poverty, and affiiled 
his riiing hopes. But thofe who had ipumed, 
and thofe who had proteded the Thradan, were 
guilty of the fame crime, the knowledge of bis 
original obfcurity. For this crime many were 
put to death ; and by the execution of feveral of 
his bcnefadors, Maximin publifhed, in charac* 
ters of blood, the indelible hiftory of his bafenefs 
and ingratitude ^ 

The dark and fanguinary foul of the tyrant, 
was open to every fufpicion againft thofe among 
his fubjeds who were the mod diftinguifhed by 
their birth or merit. Whenever he was alarmed 

' It appears that be was totally igooratit of the Greek language} 
whichp from iu univerfal ufe in converfation and letters^ was an 
efTential part of eyery liberal education. 

9 Hiil. Auguft. p. 144. Hesodian* 1. vii. p>i37> The latter of 
th«ie hUloriaoft hu Uta mpft tinjultl/ ccnrured [91 fyuifig the vica 
of Maximin. 

with 
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with the foimd of treafoa, his cruelty was ua- chap. 
bounded and unrelenting. A confpiracy againft 
his life was either difcoyered or imagined, and 
Magnus, a confular fenator, was named as the 
principal author of it. Without a witnefs, witlu 
out a trial, and without an opportunity of de- 
fence, Magnus, with four thoufand of his fup- 
pofed accomplices, were put to death. Italy a^ 
the whole empire were infefted with innumerable 
fpies and informers. On the ilighteft accufation^ 
the firft of the Roman nobles, who had governed 
provinces, commanded armies, and been adorned 
with the confular and triumphal qmaments, were 
chmutd on the public carriages, and hurried 
away to the emperor's prefence. Confifcationy 
e^ile, or fimple de^tb, were efteemed uncommon 
inftances of bis lenity. Some of the unfortunate 
fufferers he ordered to be fewed up in the bides 
of ilaughtered animals, others to be expofed to 
wild beads, others agaifi to Ift beaten to death 
with dubs. During the three years of his reign, 
he difdained to viiit either Rome or Italy. His 
camp, occafionally removed from the banks of 
the Rhine to thofe of the Danube, was the feat 
of his ftern defpotifm, which trampled on every 
principle of law and juftice, and was fupported 
by the avowed power of the fword '% No man 

>o The wife of Maximiriy by infinuating wife counfels with fe. 
male gentleneft, fometifnes brought back the tyrant to the way of 
truth 9nd humanity. See Ammianus MarcellinuSy 1. xtv. c. i. 
where he alludei to the fa^ which he bad more fully related under 
the reign of the Gordians. We may colle^l from the medals, that 
Patillina was the name of thii benevolent empreft; and from the 
title of DkfSf that (he died before Maximin. (Valefius ad loc. cit« 
Ammian.) Spanheim de U. et P. N. torn. ii. p. 300. 
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c HA p, of nobie birth, elegant accomplifhrnents, or know- 
«i^-v-w ledge of civil buiinefs, was fuffered near his per* 
fon ; and the court of a Roman emperor revived 
the idea of thofe ancient chiefs of flaves and gladi- 
ators, whofe favage power bad left a deep "impref- 
fion of terror and deteftation '*. 
Oppreflipn . As long as the cruelty of Mazimin was con- 
TioMs.^'^*^' fined to the illuftrious fenattors, or even to the 
bold adventurers, who in the court or army ex- 
pofe themfelves to the caprice of fortune, the 
body of the people viewed their fufferings with 
indifference, or perhaps with pleafure. But the 
tyrant's avarice, ftimulated by the infatiate defires 
of the foldiers, at length attacked the public pro- 
perty. Every dty of the empire was poffefled of 
an independent revenue, deftined to purchafe 
com for the multitude, and to fupply the expences 
of the games and entertainments. By a fmgle 
aft of authority, the whole mafs of wealth was 
at once confifcated for the ufe of the Imperial 
treafury. The temples were dripped of their 
mod valuable offerings of gold and filver, and 
the ftatues of gods, heroes, and emperors, were 
melted down and coined into money. Thefe im- 
pious orders could not be executed without tu- 
mults and maflacres, as in many places the people 
chofe rather to die in the defence of their altars, 
than to behold in the midft of peace their cities 
expofed to the rapine and cruelty of war. The 
foidiers themfelves, among whom this facrile- 
gious plunder was diftributed, received it with a 

" He VIS coinparrd to Spartacnt tnd Acbenio. ^iA, Aogoft. 
p. i^u 

blufli; 
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fclulh ; and, hardened as they were in afts of vio- chap. 
lence, they dreaded the juft reproaches of their ^-i>»^>w 
friends and relations* Throughout the Roman 
woild a general cry of indignation was heard» 
imploring vengeance on the common enemy of 
human kind ; and at length, by an afl of private 
oppreffion, a peaceful and unarmed province was 
driven into rebellion againft him '\ 

The procurator of Africa was a fervant worthy Revolt m 
of fuch a matter, who confidered the fines and A^n^*.'.. 
confifcations of the rich as one of the mod fruit* AprU« 
ful branches of the Imperial revenue. An ini- 
quitous fentence had been pronounced .^gunft 
fome opulent youths of that country, the execa- 
tion of which would have ftripped them of far 
the greater part of their patrimony. In this ex- 
tremity, a refolution that muft either complete 
or prevent their ruin, was didated by defpair. 
A refpite of three days, obtained with difficulty 
from the rapacious treafurer, was employed in 
colleding from their eftates a great number of 
flaves and peafants, blindly devoted to the com- 
mands of their lords, and armed with the ruftic 
weapons of clubs and axes. The leaders of the 
confpiracy, as they were admitted to the audience 
of the procurator, dabbed him with the daggers 
concealed under their garments, and, by the all 
fiilance of their tumultuary train, feized on the 
little town of Thyfdrus '% and erefted the fland- 

ard 

■* Herodian, 1. vit. p. 138. Zofim. I. i. p. 15. 
■3 In the fertile territory of fiyzacium> one hundred and fifty 
miles CO the fouth of Carthage. This city was decorated^ probably 
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ar4 of rebellion againft the fovereign of the Ro- 
man empire. They refted their hopes on the 
hatred of mankind againfl: Maximin, and they 
I judicioufly refolved to oppofe to that detefted 

I tyrant, an emperor whofe mild virtues had al- 

I ready acquired the love and efteem of the Ro- 

manSy and whofe authority over the province 
I would give weight and (lability to the enterprUe. 

\ Gordianus, their proconful, and the objed of 

their choice, refufed, with unfeigned reluftance, 
! the (imgerous honour, and begged with tears, 

th^t they would fufer him to terniinate in peace 
4 bog and innocent life, without ftaining his 
jEeeble aige with civil blood. Their menaces 
(compelled him to accept the Imperial purple, 
his only refuge indeed againft the jealous cruelty 
of Maximin ; fince, according to the realbning of 
lyrants, thofe who have been efteemed worthy of 
(he throne deferve death, and thofe who deliberate 
iutve already rebdled '^ 
ciimaer The family of Gordianus was one of the moft 
Jiil 'JfThe illuftrious of the Roman fenate. On the father's 
twoGor- fide, he was descended from the Gracchi; on 
his mother's, from the emperor Trstjan. A 
great eftate enabled him to fupport the dignity 
of his birth,, and, in the enjoyment of it, he 
difplayed an elegant tafte, and bene6cent dif- 
pofition. The palace in Rome, formerly inha- 
bked by the great Pompey, had been, during 

by the GordianSy with the title of colony, and with a fine amphi- 
theatre, which is ftill in a very perfe£^ date. See Itinerar* Wafleltng, 
p. 59* and Shawns Travels, p. 117. 
>4 HerodiaR, I. vii. p. 139. Hift. Avguft. p. 153. ^ 

. feveral 
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fevenl generations, in the pofTeffion of Gordian's 
family ''• It was diftingoiflied by ancient tro« v. 
phies of navai victories, and decorated with the 
works of modem painting. His villa on the 
road to Praenefte, was celebrated for baths of An- 
gular beauty and extent, for three ftately rooms 
of an hundred feet in length, and for a magnificent 
portico, fupported by two hundred columns of 
the four moft curious and coftly forts of mar- 
ble**. The public ihows exhibited at hb ex- 
pence, and in which the people were entertained 
with many hundreds of wild beafts and gladia- 
tors*', feem to furpafs the fortune of a fubjeft; 
and whilft the liberality of other magiftrates 
was confined to a few folemn feftivals in Rome, 
the magnificence of Gordian was repeated, when 
he was aedile, every month in the year, and ex- 
tended, during his confulflilp, to the principal 

f5 Hid. Aug, p. fft. The celebrated houfeoF Pompey w rirmifir 
was ul'urped by Marc Antony, and consequently became, after th^ 
Triumvir's death, a part of the Imperial domain. The emperor Tra* 
jan ai lowed aad even encouraged the rich (ienators to purchaie thofe 
magnificcBt and ur<fiefft places (Plin. Panegyric, c. 50.}*. and it maf 
(eem probable, that, on this occafion^ Pompey^s boufe came into the 
poiTeflion of Gordian's great grandfather. 

'6. The Ciaudian. rhe NuoudtaiH the Caryfti^, and tlit Synna. 
dian. The colours of Roman marbles hate neen faintly defcribed 
and imperfeflly diftinguiflicd. It appears, however, that the Caiyd 
tian was a iea-green, and that the marble of Synnada wat white 
inixtd with ov<U fpots of purple. See Salmafius ad Hift. Aogull. 
p. 164. 

»7 Hift. Auguft. p. 151, 152. He fonoetimes gave five hundred pair 
of Gladiators, never lefs than one hundred and fifty* He once gave 
lor the u(e of the Citcus one bundled Sicijian^ and as many Cappa. 
dopiaq horfes. The animals detigned for hunting, were chiefly bear% 
boars, bulls, flags, elks, wild affes, &c. Elephants and lions feeqi 
to have been appropriated to Imperial magnificeDce, 
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CHAP, cities of Italy. He was twice elevated to the laft 
m^itioned dignity, by Caracalla and by Alex- 
ander; for he poflfeiTed the uncommon talent of 
acquiring the efteem of virtuous princes, with* 
out alarming the jealoufy of tyrants* His long 
life was innocently fpent in the ftudy of letters 
and the peaceful honours of Rome ; and, till he 
was named proconful of Africa by the voice of 
the fenate and the approbation of Alexander '*» 
be appears prudently to have declined the com- 
mand of armies and the government of provinces. 
As long as that emperor lived, Africa was happy 
under the adminiftration of his worthy repre- 
ientative ; after the barbarous Maximin bad 
ufurped the throne, Gordianus alleviated the 
miferies which he was unable to prevent. When 
be reluctantly accepted the purple, he was above 
fourfcore years old ; a lafl: and valuable remains 
of the happy age of the Antonines, whofe virtues 
be revived in his own condud, and celebrated in 
an elegant poem of thirty books. With the ve» 
nerable proconful, his fon, who had accompanied 
btm into Africa as his lieutenant, was likewife 
declared emperor. His manners were lefs pure, 
but his 'character was equally amiable with that 
of his father. Twenty-two acknowledged con- 
cubines, and a library of fixty*two thoufand vo- 
lumes, attefted the variety of his inclinations; 
and from the produdions which he left behind 

>* Seethe original letter, in the Atignftan Hiflory, p. 15s, which 
at once (hews Alexandei's refpcA tor the authority of the fenate, 
tad bis cftecm for the proconful appointed by that aflembly. 

him. 
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him^ it Appears that the fotmer as well as the ^ ^ a p. 
latter were defigned for ufe rather than for often- ^^^^^-^m^ 
tation'^ The Roman people acknowledged in 
the features of the younger Gordian the refem- 
blance of Scipio Africanus, recoUefted with plea- 
fure that his mother was the grand-daughter of 
Antoninus Pius, and refted the public hope on 
thofe latent virtues which had hitherto, as they 
fondly imagined, lain concealed in the luxurious 
indolence of a private life. 

As foon as the Gordians had appeafed the firft Tfcey Wi- 
tumult of a popular eleftion, they removed their firmatkir' 
court to Carthage. They were received with the J^**^*"^ 
acclamations of the Africans, who honoured their 
virtues, and who, fince the vifit of Hadrian, 
had never beheld the majefty of a Roman em- 
peror. But thefe vain acclamations neither 
ftrengthened nor confirmed the title of the Gor- 
dians. ITiey were induced by principle, as well 
as intereft, to folicit the approbation of the 
fenate ; and a deputation of the nobleft provin- 
cials was fent, without delay, to Rome, to relate 
and juftify the conduft of their countrymen, who, 
having long fuffered with patience, were at length 
refolved to aft with vigour. The letters of the 
new princes were modeft and refpeftfiil, excufing 
the neceflity which had obliged them to accept 
the Imperial title; but fubmitting their eledion 

»9 By each of his concubines, the younger Gordian left ihree or 
four children. His literary produflions, though left numeioos^ 
were by no meant contemptible. 

and 
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c H A P. and their fate to the fupreme judgment of th« 

v— ^v-w fenate*°. 

Thefcnatc 'pj^g inclinations of the fenate were neither 

ratines 

their dec- doubtful nor divided. The birth and noble alii* 
GM^ansI ^ces of the Gordians had intimately connefted 
them with the mod illuftrious houfes of Rome. 
Their fortune had created many dependants in 
that alTembly, their merit had acquired many 
friends. Their mild adminiftration opened the 
flattering profped of the reftoration, not only of 
the civil but even of the republican government. 
The terror of military violence, which had firft 
obliged the fenate to forget the murder of Alex- 
ander, and to ratify the eleftion of a barbarian 
peafant*', now produced a contrary eSeft, and 
provoked them to aflert the injured rights of 
freedom and humanity. The hatred of Maximin 
to>^rds the fenate was declared and implacable ; 
the tamed fubmiiSon had not appeafed his fury, 
the mod cautious innocence would not remove 
his fufpicions} and even the care of their own 
fafety urged them to fliare the fortune of an en- 
terprife, of which (if unfuccefsful) they were 
fure to be the firft vidims. Thefe confiderations, 
and .perhaps others of a more private nature, 
were debated in a previous conference of the 
confuls and the magiftrates. As foon as their 
refolution was decided, they convoked in the 
temple of Caftor the whole body of the fenate, 

*« Herodian, 1. vil. p. 243. Hift. Auguft. p. 144. 
*' Quoil taoien pntres dum |H;riculofum exiftiinant^ inernes ar* 
wato re fi ftcre approba verun t. Aurdiui rtflor, 

3 according 
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accdrdiilg to an ancient form of f6crecy*% cal- 
culated to awaken their attention^ and to conceal 
thdr decrees. " Confcript fathers," faid the 
conful Syllanus, >^ the two Gordians, both of 
** confular dignity, the one your proconful, the 
*' other your lieutenant, have been declared em« 
" perors by the general confent of Africa* Let 
" us return thanks,*' he boldly continued, ** to 
" the youth of Thyfdrusj let us return thanks 
" to the faithful people of Carthage, our gene*' 
" rous deliverers from an horrid monfter— Why 
" do you hear me thus coolly, thus timidly? 
*^ Why do you caft thofe anxious looks on each 
^' other? why hefitate? Maximin is a public 
'^ enemy ! may his enmity foon expire with him, 
'* and may we long enjoy the prudence and felt- 
" city of Gordian the father, the valour and con- 
" ftancy of Gordian the fon*M'* The noble 
ardour of the conful revived the languid fpirit 
of the fenate. By an unanimous decree the elec- and de« 
tion of the Gordiaris was ratified, Maximin, his Maxfiniu 
fon, and his adherents were pronounced enemies a public 
of their country, and liberal rewards were oflFered *^^^' 
to whofoever bad the courage and good fortune 
to deftroy them. 

During the emperor's abfence, a detachment Aflumes 
of the Praetorian guards remained at Rome, to ^"„j^^/ 

Rome and 
•» Even the fervants of the houfe, the fcribes^ &c. were excUi(Iqfl» Italy, 

and their office wa$ filled by the fenators themfelves. We are obliged 

to the Atiguftan Hiftory, p. 159, for preferving this curioui example 

of the old difcipline of the commonwealth. 

*i This fpirited fpeech, tranflated from the Auguftan hiftorian, 

p. 156, feems tranfcribed by him from the original rcgifters of the 

icnau. 

J. proteft. 
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c HA R proted, or rather to command the capital. Thd 
%,^-.,^ praefed Vitalianus had fignalized his fidelity to 
Maximin, by the alacrity with which he had 
obeyed, and. even prevented, the cruel matidates 
of the tyrant. His death alone could refcue the 
authority of the fenate and the lives of the fe* 
nators, from a flate of danger and fufpence. 
Before their refolves had tranfpired, a quaeftor 
and fome tribunes were commifTioned to take his 
devoted life. They executed the order with equal 
boldnefs and fuccefs; and, with their bloody 
daggers in their hands, ran through the ftreets, 
proclaiming to the people and the foldiers, the 
news of the happy revolution. The enthufiafm 
of liberty was feconded hy the promife of a large 
donative, in lands and money; the ftatues of 
Maximin were thrown down; the captal of the 
empire acknowledged, with tranfport, the autho- 
rity of the two Gordians and the fenate ** ; and 
the example of Rome was followed by the reft of 
Italy. 
•nil pre- A new fpirit had arifen in that aflembly, whofe 
cTvii*^* long patience had been infulted by wanton def- 
potifm and military licence. The fenate aflumed 
the reins of government, and, wich a calm intre- 
pidity, prepared to vindicate by arms the caufe 
of freedom. Among the confular fenators re- 
commended by their merit and fervices to the 
favour of the emperor Alexander, it was eafy to 
feled twenty, not unequal to the command of 
an army, and the conduft of a war. To thefe 

'4 Herodiar, 1. vii. p. 244, 

was 
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ins the defence of Italy intrufted. Each was chap. 
appointed to ad in hU refpeflive department, ^^.^^^i— ^ 
authorized to enrol and difcipline the Italian 
youth ; and inftru£ted to fortify the ports and 
highways, againfl: the impending iiivadon of 
Maximin. A number of deputies, chofen from 
the moft illuftnous of the fenacorian and equef- 
trian orders, were difpatched at the fame time to 
the governors of the feveral provinces, eameftly 
conjuring them to fly to the ailiftanae of their 
country, and to remind the nations of their an^* 
cient ties of friendfhip with the Roman fenate 
and people. The general refpeft with which 
thefe deputies were received, and the zeal of 
Italy and the provinces^ in favour of the fenate^ 
fufficiently prove that the fubjefls of Maximin 
were reduced to that uncommon diftrefs, in 
which the body of the people has more to fear 
from oppreffion than from refiftance. The con- 
fcioufnefs of that melancholy truth, infpires a 
degree of perfevering fury, feldom to be found 
in thofe civil wars which are artificially fupported 
for the benefit of a few fadious and defigning 
leaders *K 

For while the caufe of the Gordians was em- ?*^?f*""** 
braced with fuch diffufive ardour, the Gordians the two 
themfelves were no more. The feeble court of ^o^«an»- 
Carthage was alarmed with the rapid approach of 3d July. * 
Capelianus, governor of Mauritania, who, with a 
fmall band of veterans, and a fierce hoft of bar- 

>5 Herodian, Lrii. p. »47. 1. ▼iii. p. ft77* Hift«Auguft. p*i5^ 
—158. 

Vol. I. V barians. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

barians, attacked a faithful, but unwarltke pro- 
vince. The younger Gordian fallied out to meet 
the enemy at the head of a few guards, and a 
nuiherous undifciplined multitude, educated in 
the peaceful luxury of Carthage. His ufelefs 
valour ferved only to procure him an honourable 
death in the field of battle. His aged father, 
whofe reign had not exceeded thirty-fix days, 
put an end to his life on the fxrft news of the defeat. 
Carthage, deditute of defence, opened her gates to 
the conqueror, and Africa was expofed to the 
rapacious cruelty of a ilave, obliged to fatisfy hi& 
unrelenting mailer with a large account of blood 
and treafure **• 
Eieaion of The fate of the Gordians filled Rome with juft, 
t^d'^BlIibf- ^^^ unexpefted terror. The fenate convoked in 
iio« by the the temple of Concord, aflfefted to tranfa€t the 
ftbjuJy common bufinefs of the day; and feemed to de- 
cline, with trembling anxiety, the confideration 
of their own, and the public danger. A filent 
conflernation prevailed on the affembly, till a 
fenator, of the name and family of Trajan, awaken- 
* cd his brethren from their fetal lethargy. He 
reprefented to them, that the choice of cautious 
dilatory meafures had been long fmce out of their 
power ; that Maximin, implacable by nature, 

*^ Herodian, I. vii. p. S54. Hift. Augiift. p. 150—160* We 
may obfcrve, that one month and fix days, for the reign of Gordian, 
IS a |ult corre£lion of Cafaubon and Panviniut, inftead of the abfurd 
reading of one year and fix months. See Commcntar. p- 19s- Zo. 
fimus relates^ 1. i. p. 17. that the two Gordians periAied by a tempcft 
in the midft of their navigation* A ftrange ignorance of biftory, ort 
ftrange abuie of meuphors ! 

and 
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atid exafperated by injmies, was advancing to- € h a t*. 
wards Italy, at the head of the military force of »_^^ Acl/ 
the empire ; and that their only remaining alter- 
native, was either to meet him bravely in the 
field, or tamely to expedt the tortures and igno- 
minious death referved for unfuccefsful rebellion. 
" We have loft,*' continued he, " two excellent 
" princes ; but unlefs we defert ourfelves, the 
" hopfes of the republic have not petifhed witK 
" the Gotdians. Many are the fenators, whofe 
" virtues have deferved, and whofe abilities 
'* would fuftain, the Imperial dignity. Let us 
" eleft two emperors, one of whom may con- 
" duft the war againft: the public enemy, whilft 
" his colleague remains at Rome to direft thd 
" civil adminiftration. I cheerfully expofe myfelf 
" to the danger and envy of the nomination, 
" and give my vote in favour of Maximus and 
" Balbinus. Ratify my choice, confcript fathers, 
<* or appoint, in their place, others more worthy^ 
** of the empire." The general apprehenfion 
filenced the whifpers of jealoufy ; the merit of the 
candidates was univerfally acknowledged ; and 
the houfe refounded with the fincere acclama- 
tions, of *• long life and viftory to the emperors 
*^ Maximus and Balbinus. You are happy in the 
^' judgment of the fenate ; may the republic be 
" happy under your admmiftration *^ T* 

'7 Sfe the Aoguftan Hiftory, p. 166, from the regiftert of the 
fenate; the date is confeflfedly faulty, but the coincidence of the 
ApoUinarian games enables ns to correal it. 

Ua The 
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The virtues and the reputation of the new em- 
perors juftified the moft fanguine hopes of^the 
Their cht- Romans. The various nature of their talents 
feemed to appropriate to each his peculiar de- 
partment of peace and war, without leaving room 
for jealous emulation. Balbinus was an admired 
orator, a poet of diftinguiihed fame, and a wife 
magiftrate, who had e^ercifed with innocence 
and applaufe the civil jurifdidion in almoft all the 
interior provinces of the empire* His birth was 
noble *% his fortune affluent, his manners liberal 
and affable. In him the love of pleafure was 
corrected by a fenfe of dignity, nor had the habits 
of eafe deprived him of a capacity for bufinefs. 
The mind of Maximus was formed in a rougher 
mould. By his valour and abilities he had raifed 
himfelf from the meaned origin to the firft em- 
ployments of the ftate and army. Hia.vi£lories 
over the Sarmatians and the Germans, the auC* 
terity of his life, and the rigid impartiality of his 
judice, whilft he was Praefed of the city, com- 
manded the efteem of a people, whofe a&dions 
were engaged in favour of the more amiable 
Balbinus* The two colleagues had both . been 

*« He was (kfcendcd from Cornelios Balbus, a noble Spanisuxl, 
snU the icioptcd Ton of Th^^^ph^nes the Greek hifiorian. Ha] but 
obtained ihe frtedom of Rome by ihc favour of Fompey, and pre- 
tcTTed it by the eloquence of Cicero (Ue Orat. pro Cornel. Bal bo)* 
The tricml&Jp ofCxfar (to whom he rendered the oiofl important 
fccret ferficcs in the civil war) isii'eJ him to the coofallhip and the 
poniiiicate, honours never yn ptlTtilVj by a ftranger. The aepbev 
c»f tht» Btlbus triamph«d oru- the Gaiainuitea. See Di^lfOMMbv de 
Bayle, au mot &t Ui^ where bt; didiiiguillKS the feveral pcrfoBt of that 
name, and rcaifies. with hit nfual accuracy, the miiakea of foroKf 
writen conceniiiig tiieui. 

coofuls 
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confuls (BalbinuS had twice enjoyed that honour- chap. 
able office), both had been named among the ^— ^>,.^ 
twenty lieutenants of the fenate j and fmce the one 
was fixty and the other feventy-four years old **, 
they had both attained the full maturity of age ancl 
experience. 

After the fenate bad conferred on Maximus Tnmoltat 
and Balbinus an equal portion of the confular xhTyoun. 
and tribunitian power, the title of Fathers of gerOor- 
their country, and the joint office oT Supreme claw<l*c«- 
Pontiff, they afceiided to the Capitol, to retura ^» 
thanks to the gods, protestors of Rome'*. The 
folemn rites of facrifice were difturbed by a fe- 
dition of the people. The licentious multitude 
neither loved the rigid Maximus, nor did they 
fuiSciently fear the mild and humane Balbinus. 
Their yicreafmg numbers furrounded the temple 
of Jupiter; with obflinate clamours they aflerted 
their inherent right of confenting to the eleftion 
of their fovereign; and demanded, with an ap- 
parent moderation, that, befides the two empe- 
rors chofen by the fenate, a third fhould be added 
of the family of the Gordians, as a jufl: return 
of gratitude to ihofe princes who had facrificed 
their lives for the republic. At the head of the 
dty-guards, and the youth of the equeftrian 

*9 Zonarat, l.xii. p. 6i«. But little dependence if to be had on 
the authority of a modern Greek, (o groftly ignorant of the hiftory 
of the third centitry> that he cr<:atcs r<:vcrai imaginary emperors, and 
confounds thofe who really exilied. 

i^ Herodian, 1. vii. p. a $6, (uppofes that the fenate was at firft 
conroked in the Capitol, and is very eloquent on the occadon. Tbt 
Aogaftan Hiftory, p. ii6, feems much more authentic. 

U 3 order. 
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CHAP, order, Maximus and Balbinus attempted to cut 
y.^0^^^^ their way through the feditious multitude. The 
multitude, armed with (licks and ftones, drove 
them back into the CapitoK It is prudent to 
yield when the conteft, whatever may be the iflue 
of it, mud be fatal to both parties. A boy, only 
thirteen years of age, the grandfon of the elder, 
and nephew of the younger, Gordian, was produced 
to the people, inverted with the ornaments and 
title of CaoTar. The tumult was appeafed by this 
cafy condefcenfion ; and the two emperors, as foon 
as they had been peaceably acknowledged ia 
Rome, prepared to defend Italy a^ainft the com* 
mon enemy. 
Maximin "Whilft in Rome and Afiica revolutions fuc- 
attack the cecded each other with fuch amazing rapidity, 
the?rV"-*' ^^^ "^'^^ °^ Maximin was agitated by the raofl: 
ferors. furious paffions. He is faid to have received the 
news of the rebellion of the Gordians, and of the 
depre^ of the fenate againft him, not with the 
temper of a man, but the rage of a wild beafl: ; 
whic}), as it could not difcharge itfelf on the dif- 
tant fenate, threatened the life of his fon, of his 
friends, and pf all who ventured to approach his 
perfon. The grateful intelh'gence of the de?ith 
of tjie Gordian§ was quickly followed by the 
afTurance that the fenate, laying afide all hopes of 
pardon or accommodation, had fubftituted in 
their room two emperors, with whofe merit he 
could not be unacquainted. Revenge was the 
only confolation left to Maximin, and revenge 
(:ould only be obtained by arms. The ftrength 
pf the legions had been affembled by Alexander 

|rpm 
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from all parts of the empire. Three fuccefsful c h^ a p, 
campaigns agatnft the Germans and the Sarma- 
tians, had raifed their fame, confirmed their 
difcipline, and even increafed their numbers, by 
filling the ranks with the flower of the barbarian 
youth. The life of Maximin had been fpent in 
war, and the candid feverity of hiftory cannot 
refufe him the valour of a foldier, or even the 
abilities of an experienced generaP\ It might 
naturally be expected, that a prince of fuch a 
charader, inftead of fuffering the rebellion to 
gain ftability by delay, ihould immediately have 
marched from the banks of the Danube to thofe 
of the Tyber, and that his viSorious army, in« 
fligated by contempt for the fenate, and eager to 
gather the fpoils of Italy, fhould have burned 
with impatience to iinifli the eafy and lucrative 
conqueft. Yet as far as we can trufl: to the ob« 
fcure chronology of that period '*, it appears that 

31 In Herodian, 1. vii. p. a4>9» and in the AuguAan Hiftory, w* 
have three feveral orations of Maximin to his army, on the rebellion 
of Africa and Rome : M. de Tillcmont has very juftly obferved, that 
they neither agree with each other, nor with truth. Hiftoire des Em- 
j»erear$, torn. iii. p. 799. 

i« Tlie carek-iTntrs of the writers of that age leaves us in a fingular 
perplexity, t* We know that Miximus and Balbinus were killed 
during the Cnpitoline games. Herodian, I.viii. p. 185. The au* 
thority of Cenforinus (deDie^atali, c. i8,.) enables as to fix tbofi; 
g4mes with certainty to the year 138, but leaves us in ignorar.^ of 
the month or day. a. The eleflion of Gordian by the fenate, is 
£xed, with equal certainty, to the Z7th of May; but we areata 
lufs to difcover, whether .it was in the fame or the preceding year, 
Tillemont and Muratort, who m^ntains the two oppofite opinions, 
bring into the field a dcfultory troop of authorities, conjeRures, and 
probdbilities. The one feems to draw out, the other to conrraA, the 
feries of events between thofe periods, more than can be well reconciled 
IQ r^ftfoA and hiftory « Yet it is nccefiary to choofc between tbeni. 
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the operations of feme foreign war deferred tht 
Italian expedition till the enfuing fpring% Front 
the prudent condud of Maximin, we may learn 
that the favage features of his' character have been 
exaggerated by the pencil of party, that his paf. 
fions, however impetuous, fubmittejd to the force 
of reafon, and that the barbarian pofTefled fome- 
thing of the generous fpirit of Sylla, who fubdued 
the enemies of Rome, before be fuffered himfdf 
to revenge his private injuries ". 

When the troops of Maximin, advancing in 
excellent order, arrived at the foot of the Julian 
Alps, they were terrified by the filence and dcfo- 
lation that reigned on the frontiers of Italy. The 
villages and open towns had beeii abandoned on 
their approach by the inhabitants, the cattle was 
driven away, the provifions removed, or deftroyed, 
the bridges broke down, nor was any thing 
left which could afford either fhelter or fub- 
fiftence to an invader. Such had been the wife 
orders of the generals of the fenate; whofe de- 
iign was to protrad the war, to ruin the army of 
Maximin by the flow operation of famine, and 
to confume his ftrcngth in the fieges of the prin- 
cipal cities of Italy, which they had plentifully 
ftored with men and provifions from the deferted 
Siege of country. Aquileia received and withftood the 
Aciuiicia. f^^ fljQj,j^ ^f ^jj^ invafion. The ftreams that 

iflue from the head of the Hadriatic gulf, fwelled 



31 Vclleius Patercului, 1. ii. c. 14. The prefident de Moote- 
fquieu (in his dialogue between Sylla and Eucratei) expfelTu the 
fcntiments of the di^btor^ in a fpirited and even t fubliae mao- 
ncr* 

by 
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by the meltiag of the winter fnows '% oppofed chap. 
an unexpe6ted obftacle- to the arms of Maximin. ^^^' 
At length, on a fingular bridge, conftruded with 
art and difficulty of large hogiheads, he tranf- 
ported his army to the oppolite bank, rooted up 
die beautiful vineyards in the neighbourhood of 
Aquileia, demoliflied the fuburbs, and employed 
the timber of the buildings in the engines and 
towers^ with which on every fide he attacked the 
dty. The walls,* fallen to decay during the 
fecurity of a long peace, had been haftily repaired 
on this foddea emergency : but the firmed 
defence of 'Aquileia confided in the conftancy of 
the citizens ; all ranks of whom, infiead of being 
difmayed, were animated by the extreme dan« 
ger, and their knowledge of the tyrant's unrelent- 
ing temper. Their courage was fupported and 
direded by Crifpinus and Menophilus, two of the 
twenty lieutenants of the fenate, who with a fmall 
body of regular troops had thrown themfelves 
into the befieged place. The army of Maximin 
was repulfed on repeated attacks, his machines 

34 Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, torn, ii* p^%^^) thinks the melting 
of the fnows fitits better with the months of June or July, than with 
that of February. The opinion of s man who pafTed his life between 
the Alps and the Appennines, is undoubtedly af great weight ; yet I 
obferve^ x. That the long winter, of which Muratori takes advantage, 
is to be found only in the Laiin veifion, and not in the Greek, text of 
Herodian. 2. That the ▼icifiitude of funs <>nd rain8> to which tho 
foldiers of Maxiinin were expofed (Htrodian, 1. viii. p. 177-) denotet 
the fpring rather than the futnmer. We may obferve likewife, that 
thefe feveral ftreamsf;, as they mdted into one, compofed the Timavus, 
io poetically (in every fenfe of the word) defcribed by Virgil. They 
are about twelve miles to the eaft ot Aquileia. See Ciuver. Italia 
Antiqaa^ torn, i* p« iS9» &e. 
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deftroyed by (bowers of artificial fire ; and tbe 
generous enthufiafm of the Aquileians was exalted 
into a confidence of fuccefs, by the opinion, 
that Belenus, their tutelar deity, combated in 
perfon in the defence of his diftrefled worfhip- 
p^rs "• 
Condoaof The emperor Maximus, who had advanced as 
Maximus. £^^ ^^ Ravenna, to fecure that important place, 
and to haften the military preparations, beheld 
the event of the war in the more faithful mirror 
of reafon and policy. He was too fenfible, that 
a fingle town could not refift the perfevering 
efforts of a great army ; and be dreaded, left the 
enemy, tired with the obftinate refiftance of 
Aquileia, fhould on a fudden relinquifli the 
fruit lefs fiege, and march diredly towards Rome. 
The fate of the empire and the caufc of freedom 
muft then be committed to the cha'nce of a battle ; 
and what arms could he oppofe to the veteran 
legions of the Rhine and Danube? Some 
troops newly levied among the generous but 
enervated youth of Italy ; and a body of German 
auxiliaries, on whofe firmnefs, in the hour of 
trial, it was dangerous to depend. In the midft 
of thefe juft alarms, the ftroke of domeftic con- 
fpiracy punched the crimes of Maximin, and 
delivered Rome and the fenate from the calami- 
ties that would furely have attended the vidory of 
an enraged barbarian. 

iS HerodiAn, 1. viii. p. 271. The Celtic deiry was fuppofed to 
be ApoUoy and received under that name the thanks of the fenate. 
A temple was hkewife built to Venus the ha]dy in honour of the 
women of AquiUia, who had givea up their hair to tnake ropes for 
the military pnginet. 

The 
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The people of Aquileia had fcarcely expe* c h a p, 
Tienced any c^ the common miferies of a fiege, v^ — ^/-w 
their magazines were plentifully fupplied, and M"''dcr<)f 
feveral fountains within the walls afTured them of and bis 
an inexhauftible refource- of frefti water. The A"b.»t«. 
foldiers of Maximin were, on the contrary, ex- ^P"*- 
pofed to the inclemency of the feafon, the con- 
tagion of difeafe, and the horrors of famhie. 
The open country was ruined, the rivers filled 
\xrith the ilain, and polluted with blood. A 
fpiTit of defpair and difafFedion began to diffufe 
itfelf among the troops y and as they were cut off 
from all intelligence, they eafily believed that 
the whole empire had embraced the caufe of the 
fenate, and that they were left as devoted vic- 
tims to perifli under the impregnable walls ^of 
Aquileia. The fierce temper of the tyrant was 
exafperated by difappointmenrs, which he imputed 
to the cowardice of his army ; and his wanton 
and ill-timed cruelty, inftead of ftriking terror, 
infpired hatred, and a juft defire of revenge. 
A party of Praetorian guards, who trembled 
for their wives and children in the camp of 
Alba, near Rome, executed the fentcnce of the 
ienate. Maximin, abandoned by his guardS) 
was flain in his tent, with his fon (whom he hadt 
aflbdated to the honours of the purple), Anuli- 
nus the praefed, and the principal minifters of 
his tyranny'*. The fight of their heads, borne 

oa 



S6 Herodian, 1. viii. p. 179, Hift. Augu(l. p« 146. 7*he dura* 
C|on of MaximiD^s reigpi ha» not been defined with much accuracy, 
except by Eutropiut, who allows biip three years and a few day« 
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CHAP, on the point of fpears, convinced the citizens of 
v,^-^-^ Aquileia, that the fiege was at an end ; the gates 
of the city were thrown open, a liberal market 
was provided for the hungry troops of Maximin, 
and the whole army joined in folemn protcfta- 
tions of fidelity to the fenate and the people of 
Rome, and to their lawful emperors Maximus 
Hispor- and Balbinus. Such was the deferved fate of 
a brutal favage, dcflitute, as he has generally 
been reprefented, of every fentiment that diftin- 
guifhes a civilized, or even a human being. The 
body was fuited to the foul. The ftature of 
Maximin exceeded the meafure of eight feet, 
and circumftances almoft incredible are related 
of his matchlefs flrength and appetite". Had 
he lived in a lefs enlightened age, tradition and 
poetry might well have defcribed him as one of 
thofe monltrous giants, whofe fupernatural power 
was conftantly exerted for the deftfuftion of man- 
kind. • 
Joyofihc It is eafier to conceive than to defcrit>e the 
world, univerfal joy of the Roman world on the fall of 
the tyrant, the news of which is faid to have been 
carried in four days from Aquileia to Rome. 
The return of Maximum, was a triumphal procef- 

(L ix. I.) ; we n^ay depend on the integrity of the text, fts the Latin 
original is checked by the Greek verfion of Psanius. 

37 Eight Roman feet nnd one (hirJ, which are equal to above 
eight Englifh feet, as ihe two ineafures are to each other in the pro- 
portion ot 967 to I coo- See Graves's difcourfe on the Roman foot. 
We are toid that M^iximin could drink in a day an amphora (or 
about feven gallons of wine), and eat thirty or forty pounds of meat. 
He could move a loided waggon, break a horfc*t leg with his fift, 
ci-umble ftones in his hand, and tear up fmall trees by the roots. See 
Us life IB the Auguftan HKlory. 
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lion, his colleague and young Gordian went out chap. 
to meet him, and the three princes made their 
entry into the capital, attended by the ambafladors 
of allied all the cities of Italy, faluted with 
the fplendid offerings of gratitude and fuperfti- 
tion, and received with the unfeigned acclama** 
tions of the fenate and people, who perfuaded 
themfelves that a golden age would fucceed to an 
age of iron''. The conduft of the two empe- 
rors correfponded with thefe expeftations. They 
adminiftered juftice in perfon ; and the rigour of 
the one was tempered by the other's clemency. 
The oppref&ve taxes with which Maximin had 
loaded the rights of inheritance and fucceffion, 
were repealed, or at leafl: moderated. Difcipline 
was revived, and with the advice of the fenate 
many wife laws were enafted by their Imperial 
mmifters, who endeavoured to reftore a civil 
conftitution on the ruins of military tyranny. 
*' What reward may we expect for delivering 
" Rome from a monfter ?" was the queflion 
alked by Maximus, in a moment of freedom and 
confidence. Balbinus anfwered it without hefi^ 
tation, ** The love of the fenate, of the people^ 
« and of all mankind.'* « Alas !" replied hi$ 
more penetrating colleague, " Alas ! I dread the 
" hatred of the foldiers, and the fatal effefts of 
** their refentment '^." His apprehenfions were but 
too well juftified by the event. 

38 See the congratulatory letter of Claudius Julianus the taoful, 
ta the two eiiipcror«i in the Augttftsa Hiftory. 

J9 Hift. Auguft. p. 171* 
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Whilft Maximus was preparing to defend Italy 
againft the common foe, Balbinus, who remained 
Sedition at ^t Rome, had been engaged in fcenes of blood 
and inteftine difcord. Diftruft and jealoufy 
reigned in the fenate ; and even in the temples 
where they affembled, every fenator carried either 
open or concealed arms. In the midft of their 
deliberations, two veterans of the guards, aftu- 
ated either by curiofity or a finifter motive, auda- 
cioufly thruft themfelves into the houfe, and ad- 
vanced by degrees beyond the altar of Viftory, 
Gallicanus, a confular, and Maecenas, a Praeto- 
rian fenator, viewed with indignation their info- 
lent intrufion : drawing their daggers, they laid 
the fpies, for fuch they deemed them, dead at 
the foot of the altar, and then advancing to the 
door of the fenate, imprudently exhorted the 
multitude to maflacre the Praetorians, as the 
fecret adherents of the tyrant. Thofe who efcaped 
the firft fury of the tumult took refuge in 
the camp, which they defended with fuperior 
advantage a'gainfl: the reiterated attacks of the 
people, affifted by the numerous bands of gla- 
diators, the property of opulent nobles. The 
civil war laded many days, with infinite lofs and 
confufion on both fides. When the pipes were 
broken that fupplied the camp with water, the 
Praetorians were reduced to intolerable diftrefs ; 
but in their turn they made defperare fallies into 
the city, fet fire to a great number of houfes, 
and filled the ftreets with the blood of the inha- 
bitants. The emperor Balbinus attempted, by 
ineffe&ual edids and precarious truces, to recon* 

die 
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cile the fadions at Rome. But their animofity, chap. 
though fmothered for a ^vhile, burnt with re- >,,^,>w 
doubled violence. The foldiers, detefting the fenate 
and the people, defpifed the weaknefs of a prioce, 
who wanted either the fpirit or the power to corn- 
mand the obedience of his fubjedis ^. 

After the tyrant's death, his formidable army Difcontent 
had acknowledged, from neceflity rather than ^o^an**'*" 
frpm choice, the authority of Maximus, who guards* 
tranfported himfelf without delay to the camp 
before Aquileia. As foon as he had received 
their oath of fidelity^ he addreffed them in terms 
full of mildnefs and moderation ; lamented, ra« 
ther than arraigned, the wild diforders of the 
times,, and aflured the foldiers, that of all their 
pad condufl, the fenate would remember only 
their generous defertion of the tyrant, and their 
voluntary return to their duty. Maximus en- 
forced his exhortations by a liberal donative^ 
purified the camp by a folemn facrifice of expia* 
tion, and then difmifTed the legions to their feve- 
ral provinces, impreiTed, as he hoped, ^ith a 
lively fenfe of gratitude and obedience^'. But 
nothing could reconcile the haughty fpirit of the 
Prsetorians. They attended the emperors on the 
memorable day of their public entry into Rome ; 
but amidfl the general acclamations, the fullen 
dejefted countenance of the guards fufficiently 
declared that they confidered themfelves as the 
objeft, rather than the partners, of the triumph. 
When the whole body was united in their camp, 
thofe who had ferved under Maximin, and thofe 

4^ Herodiaoy 1. vlii. p« %s%» 4* Herodiao^ 1. viii* p, »i3. 
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CHAP, who had remained at Rome, infenfibly commu« 
nicated to each other their complaints and appre- 
heniions. The emperors chofen by the army had 
periflied with ignominy; thofe elected by the 
fenate were feated on the throne**. The long 
difcord between the civil and military powers was 
decided by a war, in which the former had 
obtained k complete viftory. The foldiers muft 
now learn a new doftrine of fubmiflion to the 
fenate ; and whatever clemency was affeded by that 
politic aflembly, they dreaded a flow revenge, 
coloured by the name of difcipline, and juftificd 
by fair pretences of the public good. But their 
fate was ftill in their own hands ; and if they 
had courage to defpife the vain terrors of an 
impotent republic, it was eafy to convince 
the world, that thofe who were mailers of the 
arms, were mailers of the authority, of the 
flate. 

When the fenate ekfted two princes, it is 
probable that, befides the declared reafon of pro- 
viding for the various emergencies of peace and 
war, they were aftuated by the fecret deGre of 
weakening by divifion the defpotifm of the 
fupreme magiftrate. Their policy was effeftual, 
but it proved fatal both to their emperors and 
to themfelves. The jealoufy of power was foon 
cxafperated by the difference of charafter. Maxi- 
mus defpifeJ Balbinus as a luxurious noble, and 
was in his turn difdained by his colleague as an 



Maflacre 
of Maxi* 
mut and 
Balbinus. 



4-^ Tbe obfervation had been made imprudently enough in tbeac- 
dam.r ovs of the iVi>Kte, and with regard to the foldiers it carried the 
appeal ante of a wamon infult. Hift. AuguA. p. 170. 
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obfcure foldier. Their filcnt difcord was under- ^ ^^ ^• 
flood rather than feen*'; but the mutual con- ^^^^^^ 
fdoufnefs prevented them from uniting in any 
vigorous meafures - of defence againft their com- 
mon enemies of the Prstorian camp. The 
whole city was employed in the Capitoline 
games, and the emperors were left almoft alone 
in the palace. On a fudden they were alarmed A.D.ast. 
by the approach of a troop of defperate affaf- J*'y'^* 
fins. Ignorant of each other's fituation or de* 
figns, for they already occupied very diftant 
apartments, afraid to«give or to receive afliftance, 
they wafted the important moments in idle 
debates and fruitlefs recriminations. The ar- 
rival of the guards put an end to the vain 
ftrife. They feized on thefe emperors of the 
fenate, for fuch they called them with mall* 
dous contempt, ftripped them of their gar* 
ments, and dragged them in infolent triumph 
through the ftreets of Rome, with a defign of 
mflidling a flow and cruel death on thefe im* 
fortunate princes. The fear of a refcue from 
the £uthful Germans of the Imperial guards, 
fliortened thdr tortures ; and their bodies, man* 
gled with a thoufand wounds, were left ex* 
pofed to the infults or to the pity of the popu* 
lace**. 

43 Df fcordiae ticitffy et quae intelligercntur potiut quaqi viderentur. 
S^ Jwgufi, p. I . o. This welUchofen exprcflion if probab)/ ftolf A 
from fosne better writer. 

44 Bcrodiaiiy 1. viii. p. 9S7, aSS. 
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CHAP. In th^ fpace of a few months fix princes had 
been cut o^ by the fword. Gordiaa, who had 
already received the title of Cafar, was the only 
ninain$ perfon that occurred to the foldiers as proper to 
ror!*"^' fill the vacant throne *l» They carried him to 
the camp) and unanimoully faluted him Auguftus- 
and Emperor. His name was dear t^ the fenate 
and people ; his tender age promifed a long im- 
punity of military licence ; and the fubmiflion of 
Rpme a,nd the provinces to the choice, of the 
Praetorian guards^ faved the republic, at the ez« 
pence indeed of its freedom and dignity, from, 
the horrors of anew civil war in the heart of the 
capital*'. 
Innocence As the third Gordian was only nineteen years 
Sr Gor-**** ^^ ^g^, ^t th^ t^"^ ^ ^^ death, the hiftory of hk 
dian. ijfe^ were it known to us with greater accuracy 

than it really is, would contain little more thaa 
the account of, his education^ and the condu£l of 
the minifters, who by turns abufed or guided tho 
fimplicity of his unexperienced youth. Immedi*^ 
ately after his acceilion, he. fell into the hands^ o£ 

M Quianon alius eraC in prftfentt, iathe expreffioaof the AuguftaA 
Hiftory, 

4^ Quintus Curtius (i. x. c, 9,) pays an elegapt compliment to 
Utt (Emperor of the day, for having, by his hflppy'acceilion, extin- 
gO^^cd: fa many firebrandt^ 4heathei fo maoy Awordt, and put aa 
end to the evils of a divided government. After weighing with at- 
tention every word of the paflage, I am of opinion, that it fiiits better 
with the elevation of Gordian, than with any other period of the Ron^an 
Hiftory^ In that cafe, it may ferve to decide the age of Qu^intu^ 
Curtius. ^ Thofe who place him under the firft Caefars, argue froni 
the punty of his ftyle, but are embjarraflfed by tlie fUesce of Q^^intilian^ 
j^ his. accurate iiH of Roman hiftorian^* ' ■ « '- 
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his mother's eunuchs, that pernicious vermin of chap. 
the Eafl, who, fmce the days of Elagabalus, had ^-^v-w 
infefled the Roman palace. By the artful confpi- 
racy of thefe wretches, an impenetrable veil was 
drawn between an innocent prince and his op- 
prefled fubjeds, the virtuous difpofition of Gor- 
dian was deceived, and the honours of the empire 
fold without his knowledge, though in a very 
public manner, to the mod worthlefs of man* 
kind. We are ignorant by what fortunate acci- 
dent the emperor efcaped from this ignominious 
flavery, and devolved his confidence on a mi- 
nifter, whofe wife counfels had no objeft except 
the glory of his fovereign, and the happinefs of 
the people. It fliould feem that love and learning A.D.i^o. 
introduced Mifitheus to the favour of Gor- Jh^atTon of 
dian* The young prince married the daughter Mifitheut, 
of his mafter of rhetoric, and promoted his fa- 
ther-in-law to the firfl offices of the empire. 
Two admirable letters that paffed between them 
are flill extant. The minifter, with the confcious 
dignity of virtue, congratulates Gordian that he 
is delivered from the tyranny of the eunuchs *% 
and flill more that he is fenfible of his deliver- 
ance. The emperor acknowledges, with an 
amiable confufion, the errors of his pad conduft ; 
and laments, with fingular propriety, the misfor- 
tune of a monarch, from whom a venal tribe of 

47 Hifh Avguft. p. 161 • Ftom fome hints in the two letters, I 
ihould expe£t that the eunuchs were not expelled the palace, without 
fome degree of gentle violence, and that young Gordian rather ap<* 
profcd ofs than conlented to^ their difgrace, 

X 2 courtiers 
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courtiers perpetually kbour to conceal the 
truth *•• 

The Per- The life of Mifithcus had been fpent in the 
A-V!! ai», pJ'of^ffion of letters, not of arms ; yet fuch was 
the verfatile genius of that great man, that, when 
he was appointed Praetorian prscftA, he dif- 
charged the military duties of his place with vi- 
gour and ability. The Perfians had invaded 
Mefopotamia, and threatened Antioch. By the 
perfuafion of his father-in-law, the youi^g em- 
peror quitted the lusLury of Rome, opened, for 
the lad time recorded in hiftory, the temple of 
Janus, and marched in perfon into the Eaft. On 
his approach with a great army, the Perfians 
withdrew their garrifons from the cities which 
they had already taken, and retired from the Eu- 
phrates to the Tigris. Gordian enjoyed the plea- 
fure of announcing to the fenate the firft fuccefs 
of his arms, which he afcribed with a becoming 
niodefty and gratitude to the wifdom of his fa- 
ther and pracfeft. During the whole expedition, 
Mifitheus watched over the fafety and difcipline 
of the army ; whilft he prevented their dangerous 
murmurs by maintaining a regular plenty in the 
camp, and by eftablifhing ample magazines of 
vinegar, bacon, draw, barley, and wheat, in all 
the cities of the frontier *•. But the profperity 

4* Duxit vxorem filiam Mifiihei, qiiem caufa eloqucntiae dignum 
ptrentela fua putavit; et piaefe6lum ftatim fecit; poft quod, non 
puerile jam ct contemptibile videbatur imperioni. 

49 Hirt. Aiigiift. p. i6». Aurelius Viflor. Porphyrius in Vit, 
Plotin. ap. Fabriciiim Biblioth. Gixc. 1. iv. c. 36. The philofo- 
pher PJotinus accompanied the army, promp'ted by the love of knowr 
Icdje^ and by the hope of penetrating as far at India. 
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of Gordian expired with Mifitheus, who died .of c h a p. 
a flux, not without very ftrong fufpicions of poi- ^..^/-w 
fon. Philip, his fucceflbr in the praefedlare, was a. d. 143. 
an Arab by birth, and confequently, in the earlier ^* ^ 
part of his life, a robber by profeffion. His rife 
from fo obfcure a Ration to the firil dignities of 
the empire, feems to prove that he was a bold 
and able leader. But his boldnefs prompted him 
to afpire to the throne, and his abilities were em- 
ployed to fupplant, not to ferve, his indulgent 
mafter. The minds of the foldiers were irritated 
by an artificial fcarcity, created by his contrivance 
in the camp ; and the diftrefs of the army was 
attributed to the youth and incapacity of the 
prince^ It is not in our power to trace the fuc- 
ceflive fteps of the fecret confpiracy and open 
fedition, which were at length fatal to Gordian. 
A fepulchral monument was ereded to his me- Murder of 
mory on the fpot "* where he was killed, near the ^^'^.TA. 
conflux of the Euphrates with the little river March. 
Aboras '". The fortunate Philip, raifed to the 
empire by the votes of the foldierc, found a ready 
obedience from the fenate and the provinces **. 

We cannot forbear tranfcribing the ingenious. Form of a 
though fomewhat fanciful defcription, which a "»»*">7 

S^ ASont twenty milet fi-om the little town of Circcfium, oa tbft 
frontier of the two empires. 

5* f he infcriptton (which contained a very Angular pun) was 
erafed hy the order of Lic'tniuc , who claimed Ibme degree of relation- 
ihip to Phiiip (Hift. Auguft. p. 165 ) $ hut the tnwrnlut or mound of 
eanh which formed the lepulchte, Hill fubfifted in the time of Julian* 
See Ammian. Marcellin. xxiii. 5. 

. 5* Aurelius ViAor* Butrop. ix. «• Orofijus» vii. to. Ammia. 
ant Marcel linu», xxiii. $• Zofiipua^ 1. !• p. 19* Philip* who waa 
a patiTc of Boftnii was about forty years of age. 

X 3 celebrated 
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^ *vji '' celebrated writer of our own times has traced of 
the military government of the Roman empire. 
*^ What in that age was called the Roman em- 
^' pire^ was only an irregular republic, not unlike 
•* the Ariftocracy " of Algiers ^\ where the mi- 
** litia, poflefled of the fovereignty, creates and 
*< depofes a magiftrate, who is ftyled a Dey. 
*< Perhaps, indeed, it may be laid down as a 
*• general rule, that a military government is, in 
^* fome refpcfts, more republican than monar- 
^* chicaL Nor can it be faid that the foldiert 
" only partook of the government by their dif- 
•• obedience and rebellions. The fpeeches made 
** to them by the emperors, were they not at 
" length of the fame nature as thofe formerly 
" pronounced to the people by the confuls and 
** the tribunes ? And although the armies had 
** no regular place or forms of aflembly ; though 
** their debates were fliort, their aftion fudden^ 
** and their refolveS fcldom the refult of cool re- 
** fleftion, did they not difpofe, with abfolute 
** fway, of the public fortune ? What was the 
** emperor, except the minifter - of a violent go- 
** vernment, eleSed for the private benefit of the 
« foldiers? 

** When the army had elefted Philip, who was 
^' Praetorian praefeft to the third Gordian, the 

Si Can the epithet of j^ri/heracy be applied, with any propriety, to 
the government of AJgiers ? Every military government floats between 
the extremes of abfolute monarchy and wild democracy. 

S4 The military republic of the Mamalukes in figypt, would 
have afforded M. de Montef<|uieu (fee Confide rations fnr In Gran* 
deur et la Dccadeoee des Roinaina, c. i6.) a juAtr aad naore nobk 
parallel. 

« latter 
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« ktler demanded, that he might remain fole ^ ^ ^ p. 
** emperor j he was unable to obtain it. He re- ^-*-v w 
^ quefted, that the power might be equally di* 
" vided between them ; the army would not liften 
•* to his fpeech. He confented to be degraded 
** to the rank of Caefar ; the favour was refufed 
** him. He defired, at leaft, he might be ap- 
** pointed Praetorian praefeft ; his prayer was re- 
^ jeded. Finally, he pleaded for his life. The 
** army, in thefe feveral judgments, exercifed the 
** fupreme magiftracy." According to the hit 
torian, whofe doubtful narrative the prefident De 
Montefquieu has adopted, Philip, who, during 
the whole tranfaftion, had prefervcd a fuUen 
iiience, was inclined to fpare the innocent life of . 
his benefador ; liH, recollefting that his inno- 
cence might excite a dangerous compaffion in the 
Roman world, he commanded, without regard 
to his fuppliant cries, that he (hould be feized, 
ftript, and led away to- inftant death* After a 
moment's paufe, the inhuman fentence was exe<- 
cuted "• 

On his return from the Eaft to Rome, Philip^ Reign of 
defirous of obliterating the memory of his crimes, ^^^^^^ 
and of captivating the affedions of the people, 

55 The Augofttn Hiftory (p. 163, 164.) cannot, in this inftance, 
be reconciled with iifelf or wiih probability. How could Philip 
condemn bis picdcceflur^ and jrct confecrate his memory } How 
could he order his public execntion, and yet, in hit letters to the 
ftnate, exculpate him&lf from the guilt of his death } Philip, though 
a^-ambitiout ufurper, was by no means a mad tyrant. Some chro* 
nologic^ iiiffic allies have like wife been difcovered by the nice eyet 
cf Tiltem^t and Muratori, iu this fuppofed affociation of Philip to 
the empire. 

X 4 fblem- 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL . 

fol^mnized the fecular games with infinite pomp 
and magnificence. Since their inftitution or re- 
vival by Auguftus '% they had been celebrated 
by Claudius, by Domitian, and by Severus, and 
were now renewed the fifth time, on the accom- 
pliihment of the full period of a thoufand years 
Secaitr from the foundation of Rome. Every circum* 
A ™d!'i48. ft*^c^ ^^ ^^^ fecular games was Ikilfully adapted 
^piiiai. to infpire the fuperftitious mind with deep and 
folemn reverence. The long interval between 
them '^ exceeded the term of human life ; and as 
none of the fpedators had already feen them, 
none could flatter themfelves with the expeftatlon 
of beholding them a fecond time. The myftic 
facrifices were performed, during three nights, 
on the banks of the Tyber; and the Campus 
Martins refounded with mufic and dances, and 
was illuminated with innumerable lamps and 
torches. Slaves and ftrangers were excluded 
from any partidpation in thde national cere- 
monies. A chorus of twenty4even youths, and 
. as many virgins, of noble families, and whofe 
parents were both alive, implored the propitious 
gods in favour of the pre&nt, and for the hope 

'^ The account of the lift fuppoicd celcbrarioa» though in an en- 
lightened period of hiftory, was To very doubtful and obfcure, that 
the alternatiTe fccms not doubtful. When the popilh fubilees the 
copy of the fecular gpmes, were invented by Boniface VIII. the craftjr 
pope pretended that he only revived an ancient inftitntion. See M» 
le Chais Lettret fur les Jubilet • 

tf Either of a hundred, or a hondred ard ten ycart. Varro an4 
Livy adopted the fomer opinion, but the infallible aotliority of tbr 
Sibyl confecrated the latter (Cenforinus de Die Natal, c. ty.)* The 
eippcrort Claudius aud Philip, however, did not treat the oracJe with 
implicit rtfped. 

of 
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of theiifing generation; requefting, in religipu$ ^ vit *** 
hymns, that, according to the faith of their an- ^-^w^-** ^ 
cient oracles, they would dill maintain the virtue, 
the felicity, and the empire of the Roman peo- 
ple '*. The magnificence of Philip's ihows and 
entertainments dazzled the eyes of the multitude. 
The devout were employed in the rites of fuper- 
ftition, whilft the reflecting few revolved in their 
anxious minds the pall hiftory and the future fate 
•f the empire. 

Since Romulus, with a fmall band of (hepherds Decline of 
and outlaws, fortified himfelf on the bills near ^^pf^tT^ 
the Tyber, ten centuries had already elapfed". 
During the four firfl: ages, the Romans, in the 
laborious fchool of poverty, had* acquired the 
virtues of war and government : By the vigorous 
exertion of thofe virtues, and by the affiftance of 
fortune, they had obtained, in the courfe of the 
three fucceeding centuries, an abfolute empire 
over many countries of Europe, Afia, and Africa. 
The laft three hundred years had been confumed 
in apparent profperity and internal decline. The 
nation of foldiers, magiftrates, and legiflators, 
who compofed the thirty-five tribes of the Roman 
people, was diiTolved into the common mafs of 
mankind, and confounded with the millions of 
fervile provincials, who had received the name,- 

f^ The idea of the fecular garnet it beft underftood from the poem 
of Horace^ and the defcription of ZofimuSy 1. ii. p. 167, Uc, 

59 The received calcuUtion of Varro aiTigna to the foundation of 
Rome» an «ra that coiTef|>onds with the 754.th year before Chrilh 
But fo little is the chronology of Rome to be depended on, in the 
more early ages» that Sir Ifaac Newton has brought the fanae event at 
l«w as the year 6%y. 

without 
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wtTiout adopting the fpirit of Romans. A met* 
cenary army, levied among the fubjeds and bar- 
barians of the frontier, was the only order of 
men who preferved and abufed their independ- 
ence. By their tumultuary eleftion, a Syrian, a 
Goth, or an Arab, was exalted to the throne of 
Rome, and inverted with defpotic power over the 
conquerts and over the country of the Scipios. 

The limits of the Roman empire ftill extended 
from the Weftern Ocean to the Tigris, and from 
Mount 'Atlas to the Rhine and the Danube. To 
the undifceming eye of the vulgar, Philip ap- 
peared a monarch no lefs powerful than Hadrian 
or Augufttts had formerly been. The form was- 
ftill the fame, 'but the animating health and vi- 
gour were fled. The induftry of the people was 
difcouraged and exhaurted by a long feries of op* 
predion. The difcipline of the legions, which 
alone, after the extinftion of every other virtue, 
had propped the greatnefs of the ftate, was cor- 
rupted by the ambition, or relaxed by the weaknefs, 
of the*empcrors. ITic ftrength of the frontiers, 
which had always confided in arms rather than in 
fortifications, was infenfibly undermined ; and the 
fadreft provinces were left expofed to the rapaciouC- 
nefs or ambition of the barbarians, who foon dif- 
covered the decline of the Roman empire. 
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CHAP. vm. 

Of the State of Perfta after the Rejloration of the 
Monarchy by Artaxerxes. 

tTTHENEVER Tacitus indulges himfelf in thofe chap. 
^^ beautiful epifodes, in which he relates fome >,^^-^ 
domeftic tranfaftion of the Germans or of the The bar- 
ParthianSy his principal object is to relieve the. the Eaii 
attention of the reader from a uniform fcene of jrljK*'** 
vice and mifery. From the reign of Auguftus 
to the time of Alexander Severus, the enemies 
of Rome were in her bofom ; the tyrants, and the 
foldiers; and her profperity had a very diftant 
and feeble intereft in the revolutions that might 
happen beyond the Rhine and the Euphrates. 
But when the military order had levelled, in wild 
anarchy, the power of the prince, the laws of the 
fenate, and even the difcipline of the camp, the 
barbarians of the north and of the eaft, who had 
long hovered on the frontier, boldly attacked the 
provinces of a declining monarchy. Their vex- 
atious inroads were changed into formidable irrup- 
tions, and, after a long viciifitude of mutual cala- 
mities, many tribes of the victorious invaders 
eftablilhed themfelves in the provinces of the 
Roman empire. To obtain a clearer knowledge 
of thefe great events, we fliall endeavour to form a 
previous idea of the charader^ forces, and defigns 
of thofe nations who avedged the caufe of Han«° 

nibal and Mithridates. 

In 
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CHAP. In the more early ages 6f the world, whilft the 
forell that covered Europe afforded a retreat to a 
few wandering favages, the inhabitants of Afia 
were already collefted into populous cities, and 
reduced under extenfive empires, the feat of the 
arts, of luxury, and of defpotifm. The Aflyrians 
reigned over the eaft ', till the fceptre of Ninus 
atid Semiramis dropt from the hands of their 
enervated fuctgffors. The Medes and the Baby- 
lonians divided, their power, and were themfelves 
fwallowed up in the monarchy of the Perfians, 
wbofe arms could not be confined within the nar- 
row limits of Afia. Followed, as it is faid, by 
two millions ©f nieriy Xerxes, the defcendant of 
Cyrus, invadad Greece. Thirty \\io\iiznd foldiers^ 
under the command of Alexander, the fon oF 
Philip, who was intruded by the Greeks with 
their glory and revenge, were fufficient to fubdue 
Perfia. The princes of the houfe of Stleucus 
ufurped and loft the Macedonian command over 
the Eaft. About the fame time, that, by an ig- 
nominious treaty, they refigned to the Romans 
the country on this fide Mount Tauruj?, they 
were driven by the Parthians, an obfcure horde 
of Scythian origin, from all the provinces of 
Upper Afia. The formidable power of the Par- 

» An aneicnt chronotogift quoted by VelleiQs Patcrculus (U t. 
€. 6.) obferve*, that the AflTyriansy the Medes, the Ptrfiins, and the 
Macedonians, iieigned over Afia one thoufand nine hundred and 
ninety.five yeari, from the aceeflion of Ninut to the defeat of An- 
ttocbus by the Komant. As the latter of ihcfe great events hap. 
ptncd %%^ ycari bcfort Chfift, the former may be placed S184. yeart 
before the fame arra. The Agronomical Obfervationt> found at 
Babylon by AU XMideo wtal fifty yeaci higher. 

thians^ 
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thians, which fpread from India to the frontiers *^ "u,^" 
of Syria, was in its turn fubverted by Ardfliir, or v-^-v— > 
Artaxerxes ; fhe founder of a new dynafty, which, 
under the name of Saffanides, governed Perfia till 
the invafion of the Arabs. This great revolution, 
whofe fatal influence was foon experienced by the 
Romans, happened in the fourth year of Alexander 
Severus, two hundred and twenty-fix years after 
the Chriftian aera *. 

Artaxerxes had ferved with great reputation in The Per- 
the armies of Artaban, the laft king of the Par- JaTchTre. 
thians, and it appears that he was driven into ftoredby 
exile and rebellion by royal ingratitude, the cuf- xerm. 
toraary reward for fuperiour meri^. His birth 
was obfcure, and the obfcurity equally gave room 
to the afperfions of bis enemies, and the flattery 
of his adherents. If we credit the fcandal of the 
former, Artaxerxes fprang from the illegitimate 
commerce of a tanner's wife with a common fol- 
dier^ The latter reprefent him, as defcendcd 
from a branch of the ancient kings of Perfia, 
though time and misfortune had gradually re- 
duced his ancedors to the bumble ftation of pri* 

& In the five hundred and thirty-eighth year of the seca of Seleii- 
cas. See Agatbias, I. ii. p. 63. This great event (fuch is the 
careleflneft of the Orientals) is placed by Eutychius, as high as the 
tenth year of Commodus ; and by Mofes of Chorene, as low. as the 
reign of Philip. Ammianns Marcel linus has fo fervilely copied 
(xxiii. 6.) his ancient materials, which are indeed very good, that he 
defcribes the family of the Arfacides as Hill ieated on the Perliaa 
throne in the middle of the fourth century. 

S The tanner*s name was Bahec ; the foldier^s, SafHin : from the 
former Artaxerxes obtained the furname of Kabegau ; from the latter, 
all hn defceiidMits have been tly led Sajfamdes. 

vate 
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CHAP- vatc citizens \ As the lineal heir of the monar- 

VUf. 

<^^,— ^t chy, he aiferted his right to the throne, and chal- 
lenged the noble tafk of delivering the Perfians 
from the oppreffion under which they groaned 
above five centuries fince the death of Darius. 
The Parthians were defeated in three great bat- 
Ues. In the lad of thefe their king Artaban was 
(lain, , and the fpirit of the nation was for ever 
broken *. The authority of Artaxerxes was fo- 
lemnly acknowledged in a great afTembly held at 
Balch in Khorafan. Two younger branches of 
the royal houfe of Arfaces were confounded 
among the proflrate fatraps. A third, more 
mindful of ancient grandeur than of prefent ne- 
ceiEty, attempted to retire, with a numerous train 
of vaflals, towards their kinfman the king of 
Armenia; but this little army of deferters was 
intercepted, and cut off, by the vigilance of the 
conqueror% who boldly affumed.the double dia- 
dem, and the title of King of Kings, which had 
been enjoyed by his predeceflfor. But thefe pom- 
pous titles, inftead of gratifying the vanity of the 
Perfian, ferved only to admonifh him of his duty^ 
and to inflame in his foul the ambition of reftor- 
ing, in their full fplendour, the religion and eoi' 
pire of Cyrus. 
Reforma- I. During the long fervitude of Perfia under 
tionofihe ^^ic Macedonian and the Parthian yoke, the na- 
religion, tions of Europe and Afia had mutually adopted 

4 D*Herbelot. Bibliotheqae Orientale. A-d/bir, 

5 Dion Caffiuty I. Ixxx. Hcrodiant 1. vi. p. 107. Abulpluia'* 
gios Dynaft. p. So. % 

^ See Mofea CborcDCofis, I. ii. c. 65—7I. 

. . and 
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and corrupted each other^s fuperftitions. The c h a i^., 
Arfacides, mdeed, pradifed the worfliip of the 
Magi ; but they difgraced and polluted it with a 
various mixture of foreign idolatry. The me- 
mory of Zoroafter, the ancient prophet and phi- 
lofopher of the Perfians % was ftill revered in the 
Eaftf but the obfolete and myfterious language 
in which the Zendavefta was compofed *y opened 
a field of difpute to feventy feds, who varioufly 
explained the fundamental dodtrines of their reli* 
gion^ and were all indifferently derided by a 
crowd of infidels, who rejeded the divme miilioa 
and miracles of the prophet. To fupprefs the 
idolaters, reunite the fchifmatics, and confute the 
unbelievers, by the infallible decifion of a general 
council, the pious Artaxerxes fummoned the 
Mag^ from all parts of his dominions. Thefe 
prieftsy who had fo long fighed in contempt and 
obfcurity, obeyed the welcome fummons ; and 
GO the appointed day appeared, to the numbec 
of about eighty thoufand. But as the debates o£ 

7 Hyd« and Prideaux, workinc: up Hie Perfian legends and their 
•wa conjeAures into a very a^rreeable ftory, reprefent Zoroafter as a 
coatcmporary of Daritts Hyftaipea. But it is fufficient to obferve^ 
that the Greek writers, who lived almoft in the age of Darius, agree 
io placing the aera of Zoroafter many hundred, or even thoufand^ 
yeart bcfoic thttr own time. The judicious criticifm of Mr. Moyle 
perceivedy and maintained againft bis uncle Dr. Frideaux, the anti- 
quity of the Perfian prophet* See his work, vol. ii. 

t Thataodait idiom was called the Zeadi, The language of the 
commoitBry^ the Pehlvi, though much more modem, has cealcd 
asaay agta ago to be a living tongue. This faA alone (if it is aU 
lowed at authentic) fu6iciently warrants the antiquity of thoie 
writiaf s, which M* d*Aoqmttil haa bniught iato Europe, and trao£. 
laicd lACo French. 
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C H A F. 

ViJl. 



fo tumultuous an aflembly could not have been 
direfted by the authority of reafon, or influenced 
by the art of policy, the Perfian fynod was re- 
duced, by fucceffive operations, to forty thou* 
fand, to four thoufand, to four hundred, to forty, 
and at laft to fcven Magi, the moft refpefled for 
their learning and piety. One of thefe, Erdavi- 
raph, a young but holy prelate, received from 
the hands of his brethren three cups of fopori- 
ferous wine. He drank them off> and inftantly 
fell into a long and profound ileep. As foon as 
he waked, he related to the king and to the be- 
lieving multitude, his journey to Heaven, and 
his intimate conferences with the Deity. Every 
doubt was filenced by this fupematural evidence; 
and the articles of the faith of Zoroafter were 
fixed with equal authority and preclfion*. A 
fliort delineation of that celebrated fyftem will be 
found ufeful, not only to difplay the cbara&er of 
the Perfian nation, but to illuftrate many of thdr 
moft important tranfadions, both in peace and war, 
with the Roman empire '^ 
Perfnn The great and fundamental article of the fyf- 

ihcoicgyj ^gjp ^^5 jjjg celebrated doftrine of the two prin- 

two prill- ' ^ r r? A 

c>^i<f&. ciples ; a bold and injudicious attempt of Eaftem 
philofophy to reconcile the exiftence of moral 

9 Hyde de Rcligione veterum Perf. c. sr. 

*o I have pniictp^>ly drawn this aceonnf from the ZciidiTe** « 
M. d*Anqu«il, and the Sadder, fubjoined to Dr. Hydc't tititifc 
2r fnua, howiver, be confeflffd, that the ftadied oMcttrity of a pr«- 
phe't, the figurative ftyle of the Eaft, and the deeeitfoi mcdiiiniof i 
French or Latin verfion, may have betrayal ua into error aod kniji 
in this abridgment of Perfian theology* 

aiul 
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and phyfical evil, with the attributes of a benefi- chap. 
cent Creator and Governor of the world. The v^^ 
firft and original Being, in whom, or by whom, 
the univerfe exifts, is denominated in the writings 
of Zoroafter, Time without bounds ; but it muft 
be confefled, that this infinite fubftance feems 
rather a metaphyfical abftradion of the mind, 
. than a real objed endowed with felf-confcioufnefs, 
or poflefled of moral ^ perfedions. From either 
the blind, or the intelligent operation of this in- 
finite Time, which bears but too near an aflinity 
with the chaos of the Greeks, the two fecondary 
but adive principles of the univerfe, were from 
all eternity produced, Ormufd and Ahriman, 
each of them poiTefled of the powers of creation, 
but each difpofed, by his invariable nature, to 
exercife them with diflFerent defigns. The prin- 
ciple of good is eternally abforbed in light ; the 
principle of evil eternally buried in darknefs. 
The wife benevolence of Ormufd formed man 
Capable of virtue, and abundantly provided his 
iair habitation with the materials of happinefs. 
By his vigilant providence, the motion of the 
planets, the order of the feafons, and the tem- 
perate mixture of the elements, are preferved. 
But the malice of Ahriman has long fince pierced 
Ormufd* s egg; or, in other words, has violated 
the harmony of his works. Since that fatal ir- 
ruption, the moft minute articles . of good and 
evil are intimately intermingled and agitated to* 
gether ^ the ranked poifons fpring up amidft the 
moft lalutary plants; deluges, earthquakes, and 
Vol. L Y confla* 
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CHAP, conflagrations, atteft the conflid of Nature, and 
-j-^-^' the little world of man is perpetually fliaken by 
vice and misfortune. While the reft of human 
kind are led away captives in the chains of their 
infernal enemy, the faithful Perfian alone referves 
his religious adoration for his friend and protestor 
Ormufd, and fights under hb banner of light, in 
the full confidence that he fhall, in the laft day, 
fliare the glory of his triumph. At that decifive 
period, the enlightened wifdom of goodnefs will 
render the power of Ormufd fuperior to the fu- 
rious malice of his rival. Ahriman and his fol- 
lowers, difarmed and fubdued, will fink into their 
native darknefs; and virtue will maintain the eter- 
nal peace and harmony of the univerfe". 
ReiieioDt The thcology of Zoroafter was darkly compre- 
'^* bended by foreigners, and even by the far greater 
number of his difciples; but the moft carelefs 
obfervers were ftruck with the philofophic fim- 
plicity of the Perfian worfiiip. " That people," 
lays Herodotus '% *^ rejefts the ufe of temples^ 
^^ of altars, and of fiatues, and fmiles at .the folly 
<' of thofe nations, who imagine that the gods 
^' are fprung from, or bear any affinity with, the 
/^ human nature. The tops of the higheft moim- 

i> The modern Perfect (and In fome degree the Sadder) exalt 
Ormufd into the firft and omnipotent caufe, while they degrade 
Ahriman into an inferior but rebellious fpirit. Thejr dcfire of pletf« 
ing the Mahometans may hare contributed to refine their theological 
fyftem. 

" Herodotus, Li. c. fyx. But Dr. Prideaux thinks, with rca- 
fon, that the ufe of templet was afterwards permitted in the Magitift 
religion. 

•• tains 
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<< tains are the places chofen for facrifices. Hymns 
" and prayers are the principal worfliip; the 
" Supreme God who fills the wide circle of Hea^ 
" ven, is the objeA to whom they are addrejflTed/* 
Yet, at the fame time, in the true fpirit of a 
polytheid, he accufes them of adoring Earth, 
Water, Fire, the Winds, and the Sun and Moon. 
But the Perfians of every age have denied the 
charge, and explained the equivocal conduft, 
which might appear to give a colour to it. The 
elements, and more particularly Fire, Light, and 
the Sun, whom they called Mithra, were the ob- 
je&s of their religious reverence, becaufe • they 
confidered them as the pureft fymbols, the noblefl: 
produAions, and the mod powerful agents of the 
Divine Power and Nature "'. 

Every mode of religion, to make a deep and 9*"*"^ 
lading impreffion on the human mind, mud ex- moni |»rt. 
ercife our obedience, by enjoining pradices of **P*^ 
devotion, for which we can ailign no reafon } and 
muft acquire our efteem, by inculcating moral 
duties analogous to the didates of our own hearts. 
The religion of Zoroafter was abundantly pro-, 
vided with the former, and pofleiTed a fufficient 
portion of the latter. At the age of puberty, 
*the faithful Perfian was invefted with a myfteri- 
ous girdle, the badge of the divine protection ; 
and from that moment, all the adions of his life^ 
even the moft indifferent, or the mod neceflary^^ 

<l Hyde de Reltg. Perf. c. S. Notwithftanding all their diftinc- 
ttone and proteftationty which feem iincere enough, their tyimntay 
the Mabometanf, have cooftantly ftiginadicd tlttiD» as idolacroua 
«or(htpp«rf gf the Fire. 

T a wcrtt 
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CHAP, were fanftified by their peculiar prayers, ejacu- 
._ J^"il^ . lations, or genuflexions ; the omiflion of which, 
under any circumftances, was a grievous jGn, not 
inferiour in guilt to the violation of the moral 
duties. ^ The moral duties, however^ of juftice, 
mercy, liberality, &c. were in their turn required 
of the difciple of Zoroafter, who wiflied to cfcape 
the perfecution of Ahriman, and to live with Or- 
mufd in a blifsful eternity, where the degree of 
felicity will be exaftly proportioned to the de- 
gree of virtue and piety '♦. 
Ercoti- But there are fome remarkable inftances, in 

S^grkiiV which Zoroafter lays afide the prophet, aflumes 
ture. the legiflator, and difcovers a liberal concern 

for private and public happinefs, feldom to be 
found among the groveling or vifionary fcbemcs 
of fuperftition. Fafting and celibacy, the com- 
mon means of purchafing the divine favour, 
he condemns with abhorrence, as a criminal re- 
jection of the beft gifts of Providence. The 
faint, in the Magian religion, is obliged to be- 
get children, to plant ufeful trees, to deftroy 
noxious animals, to convey water to the dry 
lands of Perfia, and to work out his falvation 
by purfuing all the labours of agriculture. We 
may quote from the Zendavefta a wife apd be- 
nevolent maxim, which compenfafes for many 
an abfurdity. " He who fows the ground with 

»♦ S«c the Sadder, the fjualleft part of which conCfls of moral 
precepts. The ceremonies enioined are infinite and trifling. Fif- 
teen genuflexion s, prayers, &c. were required whenever the devom 
Perfiao cut his nails, or made water; or as often as he pur on the 
facred girdlt. Sadder, Art. 14. 50. Co. 
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** care and diligence, acquires a greater ftock chap. 
^' of religious merit, than he could gain by the v^^^vw 
** repetition of ten thoufand prayers '*.** In the 
fpring of every year a feftival v/as celebrated, def- 
tised to reprefent the primitive equality, and 
the prefent connexion, of mankind. The {lately 
kings of Perfia, exchanging their vain pomp for 
more genuine greatnefs, freely mingled wittx the 
humbled but mod ufeful of their fubjefts. On 
that day the hulbandmen were admitted, with- 
out diftindion, to the table of the king and his 
fatraps. The monarch accepted their petitions, 
inquired into their grievances, and converfed 
with them on the mod equal terms. " From 
" your labours, was he accuftomed to fay (and 
*' to fay with truth, if not with fmcerity), from 
" your labours, we receive our fubfiftence ; you 
*' derive your tranquillity frpm our vigilance ; 
'* fince, therefore, we are mutually neceflary to 
** each other, let us live together like brothers 
" in concord and love" V Such a feftival muft 
indeed have degenerated, in a wealthy and def- 
potic empire, into a theatrical reprefentation>} 
but it was at lead a comedy well worthy of a 
royal audience, and which might fometimes im- 
print a falutary leffon on the mind of a young 
prince. 

Had Zoroader, in all his inditutions, invari- power of 
ably fupported this exalted charader, his name ****^»fi'* 
would deferve a place with thofe of Numa and 

'i ZcDdaveda, tom. i. p. 124. and Precis clu Syfteuie de Zoroaftre, 
torn. lit. 

16 jjyde de Religione Perfaroro, c, 19. 

Y 3 Confu- 
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c HA P. Confucias, and his fyftem would be juftly enti- 
tled to all the applaufe, which it has pleafed fome 
of our Divines, and even fome of our philofo- 
phers, to beftow on it. But in that motley com- 
pofition, dictated by reafon and paffion, by m- 
thufiafm and by felfifli motives, fome ufeful and 
fublime truths were difgraced by a mixture of 
the moft abjed and dangerous fuperftition. The 
Magi, or facerdotal order, were extremely nu- 
merous, fince, as we have already feen, fourfcore 
thoufand of them were convened in a general 
council. Their forces were multiplied by difci- 
pline. A regular hierarchy was diflFufed through 
all -the provinces of Perfia; and the Archima- 
gus, who refided at Balch, was refpe6ted as the 
vifible head of the church, and the lawful fuc- 
ceffor of Zoroafter *^. The property of the Magi 
was very confiderable. Befides the lefs invidious 
poiTeffion of a large tra£): of the moft fertile lands 
of Media "', they levied a general tax- on the 
fortunes and the induftry of the Perfians". 
. " Though your good works," fays the interefted 
prophet, ** exceed in number the leaves of the 

S7 Hyde de Reiigione Perfarum, c. iS. Both Hyde and Pndeiox 
tfkii to apply to the Magian, the termt confecrated to the Chriftiu 
hierarchy. 

>' Amnitan. Marcellin. xxiii. 6. He informs ua (ai far at «e 
nay credit him) of two curious particulars $ i. that the Migi (!^ 
rived fome of rheif moft fecret doArines from the IndiMn Brvl>a^^'^* 
and, a, that they were a tribe or family, as well as oider« 

>9 The divine inllitution of tythes exhibits a fingalar inftancecf 
conformity between the law of Zonpafter and that of Mofes. Tho« 
who cannot otherwifc account for if, may fuppofc, if they plw^t ^^'-^ 
the Magi of the latter times loierted fo ufeful an interpolation into the 
writiogs of their prophet. 

«« trees, 
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^ trees, the drops of ram, the ftars in the hea* crap* 

'^ Ten, or the fands on the fea^ihore, thej will k^^,-^ 

*^ all be unprofitable to you, unlefs thej are 

*' accepted by the de/iour, or prieft. To obtain 

'^ the acceptation of this guide to falvation, you 

^^ muft faithfully pay him tyt&es of all you pof^- 

^^ fefs, of your goods, of your lands, and of your 

** money. If the deftour be fatisfied, your foul 

" win eicape hell tortures ; you will fecure praife 

*^ in this world, and happinefs in the next. For 

*' the deftours are the teachers of religion ; they 

'' know all things, and they deliver all men ***." 

Thefe convenient maxims of reverence and 
implicit faith were doubtlefs imprinted with care 
on the tender minds of youth; iince the Magi 
were the mafters of education in Perfia, and to 
their hands the children even of the royal family 
were intruded*'. The Perfian priefts, who were 
of a fpeculative genius, preferved and inveftigated 
the fecrets of Oriental phllofophy ; and acquired, 
either by fuperiour knowledge or fuperiour art, 
the reputation of being well verfed in fome occult 
fciences, which have derived their appellation from 
the Magi**. Thofe of more aftive difpofitions 
mixed with the world in courts and cities ; and it 
is obferved, that the adminidraiion of Artaxerxes 
was in a great meafure direfted by the counfels of 
the facerdotal order, whofe dignity, either from 
policy or devotion, that prince reftored to its 
ancient fplendour *\ 

*o Sadder, Art. 8. *• Plato in Alcibiad. 

*VPl>»»y (W>i^« Naior. K xxjc. c. i.) ohfervcs, that nngic held 
mankind by the triple chain of reirgiony of phylicy and of aitiODomy. 
^S Agathias, I. iv. |>«I34. 

Y4 The 
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CHAP. The firft counfel of the Magi was agreeable to 
f.^0^^^t the unfociable genius of their faith *^, to the 
Spirit of praftice of ancient .kings ^\ and even to the ex- 
tion. ample of their legiflator, who had fallen a vt&im 

to a religious war, excited by his own intolerant 
zeal**. By an edift of Artaxerxes, the exercife 
of every worftiip, except that of Zoroafter, was 
feverely prohibited. The tempks of the Par- 
thians, and the ftatues of their deified monarchs, 
were thrown down with ignominy *\ The fword 
of Ariftotle (fuch was the name given by the 
Orientals to the polytheifm and philofophy of 
the Greeks) was eafily broken*''; the flames "of 
perfecution foon reached the more ftubborn Jews 
and Chriftians ^ j nor dici they fpare the heretics 
of their own nation and religion. The majefty 
of Ormufd, who was jealous of a rival, was fe- 
conded by the defpoiifm of Artaxerxes, who could 
not fuffer a rebel ; and the fchifmatics within his 
vaft empire were foon reduced to the inconfider* 
able number of eighty thoufand '^ This fpirit 

^ Mr. Home, in the Natural Hiftcry of Religion, fagsiciouflf 
remaikt, that the inoft refined and philolopbic fe£ts tie conftantJy the 
mo^ intolei-anc. 

^5 Ciceio ^\e Lcgibut, ii. lo. Xerxes, by the advice of the Magi, 
deftroyed the temples of Greece. 

^6 Hydf de Kelig. Perfar. c. %%, 24. D*Herbelot Bibliotheque. 
Orientale ZtrJi/Jbe, Life of Zoroafter in torn. ii. of the Zendavdta. 

*7 Compare Mofes of Choicne, I. ii. c. 74. wiih Amniian. Mar- 
cellin. kxiii. 6. Hereafter I ihall make ufe of thefe paflfages. 

** R:)l)bi Abraham in the Tarikh Schicknrd, p. toS, 109. 

^9 Kafnage Hi(loire des Juifs, I. viil. c. 3 Sozotnen, 1. ii. c. x. 
Manes, who ruHFeied an ignominious death, may be deemed a Magian 
as well as a Chiiftian heretic. 

30 Hyde deReligione Perfar. €• 21. 
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of perfecution refleds difhonour on the reli?ion chap. 
of Zoroafter ; but as it was not produftive of any 
civil commotion, it ferved to ftrengthen the new 
monarchy, by uniting all the various inhabitants 
of Perfia in the bands of religious zeal. 

IL Artaxerxes, by his valour and condudfcj Eftabiifli. 
had wrefted the fccptre of the Eaft from the royal lu- 
ancient royal family of Parthia. There ftill remained ^^^^ '** 
the more difficult talk of eilablifhing, throughout vincet. 
the vaft extent of Perfia, a uniform and vigorous 
adAiniftration. The weak indulgence of the 
Arfacitlej had refigned to their fons and brothers 
t^^ principSl provinces, and the greateft offices 
of the kingdom, in the nature of hereditary pof- 
feffions. The vitaxa^ or eighteen moft powerful 
fatrapSy were permitted to aflume the regal 
title';r afid.the vain pride of the monarch was 
delTghted v^ith a nominal dominion over fo 
many naf&l kings. Even tribes of barbarians in 
their mountains, and the Greek cities of Upper 
Afia'*, within their walls, fcarcely acknow- 
ledged, or feldom obeyed, any fuperiour ; and the 
Parthian empire exhibited, under other names, a 
lively image of the feudal fyftem '* which has 
fince prevailed in Europe. But the adtive vic- 

31 Thefe colonics were exrremely numerous. Seleucus Nicator 
founded tbirty-ninc cities, all named from hiralieif, or Tome of his 
relations (fee Appian in Syiiac. p. i«4.)* '^^^ ^'^ ^^ Seleucus 
(ftill in ufe among the Ealieni Chnftians) appears as late as the year 
5oS> of Chrili 196, on the medals of the Gieek cities within the 
Parthian cmpiic. See Moyle*s works, vol. i.'p. ^73, &c. and 
M. Freret, Mem. de TAcademie, torn. xix. 

3* The modern Perfians diftinguifli that period as the dynafty of 
the kings of the nations* See Pltn. UilL Nat. vi. 15, 

tor. 
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CHAP, tor, at the head of a numerous and difciplined 
■^^^^' army, vifited in perfon every province of Perfia. 
The defeat of the boldeft rebels, and the reduc- 
tion of the ftrongeft fortifications '% di£Fufed the 
terror of his arms, and prepared the way for the 
peaceful reception of his authority. An obftinate 
refiftance was fatal to the chiefs; but their foU 
lowers were treated with lenity '^ A cheerful 
fubmii&on was rewarded with honours and riches ; 
but the prudent Artazerxes, fuffering no perfon 
except himfelf to aiTume the title of king, tbo- 
liflied every intermediate power between the 
Extent and throne and the people. His kingdom*, ne^|^ 
ofP«rfi!u° ^qu2i^ J^ extent to modern Perfia, was/ on every 
fide, bounded by the fea, or by great rivers j by 
the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Araxes, the Oxus, 
and the Indus, by the Cafpian Sea/ ^nd' th^ 
Gulpli of Perfia "• That country was computed 

to 



31 Eutychiut (toni. i. p. 367. 371. 375.) relates the fiegt of the 
ifland of Mefene in the Tigris, wiih Tome circumitances not unlike 
the ftory of Kifus and Scyila. 

34 Agathias, ii. 164. The princes of Segeftan defended their in- 
dependence during many years. As romances generally tranfpou 
to an ancient period ihe events of sHcir own time, it is not inipo/Ghle 
that the fabulous exploits of Ruftan prince of Scgettan may have 
been grafted on this real hi ftory. 

J5 We can fcarcely attribute to the Perfian monarchy the fea-coaft 
of OedroHa or Macran, which extends along the Indian Ocean from 
Cape Jaik (the promontory Capclla) to Cape GoadeK In the time 
of Alexander, and probably many ages afterwards, it was thinly 
inhabited by a favage people of lAhyophagi, or Fifhermen, who 
knew no arts, who acknowledged no mafter, and who were divided 
4>y iohofpitable deferts from the rctt of the world. (See Arrian de 
Reb. Indicis.) In the twelfth century, the little town of Taiz (fup- 
pofed by Mi d'Aovillc to be the Tefa of rtt>lciny} wa« peopled and 
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to contain, in the laft century, five hundred and chap. 
fifty-four cities, fixty thoufand villages, and about ^r-,-^* 
forty millions of fouls'*. If we compare the 
adminidration of the h'oufe of Saflan with that of 
the houfe of Sefi, the political influence of the 
Magian with that of the Mahometan religion, 
we (hall probably infer, that the kingdom of 
Artaxerxes contained at lead as great a number 
of cities, villages, and inhabitants. But it mud 
like wife be confeflTed, that in every age the want 
of harbours on the fea-coad, and the fcarcity of 
frefh water in the inland provinces, have been 
very unfavourable to the commerce and agri- 
culture of the Perfians ; who, in the calculation 
of their numbers, feem to have indulged one of 
the meaned, though mod common, articles of 
national vanity. 

As foon as the ambitious mind of Artaxerxes RecapUu. 
had triumphed over the refidance of his vaflfals, liie^^arbc- 
he began to threaten the neighbouring dates, twecntha 
who, during the Jong dumber of his predeceffors, andRoman 
had infulted Perfia with impunity. He obtained ««np»«- 
fome eafy viftories over the wild Scythians and 
the effeminate Indians ; but the Romans were an 
enemy, who, by their pad injuries and prefent 
power, deferved the utmod efforts of his arms, 
A forty years tranquillity, the fruit of valour and 

enriched by the refoir of the Arabian merchants. (See Geographic 
NubienSy p. 58, and d*Aiiville Geographie Ancienne, torn. ti« 
p. ftS 3. ) In the lall age ihe whole couniry w<is divided between three 
princes, one Mthometan and two Idoiiters, who maintained their 
indep«^ndeitc« againii the rucceflfors of Sbdw Abbas. (Voyages de 
Tavernier, par{ i. L v. p. 635.) 
|6 Chardin^ %om. ii|. c« t, 1, 3. 

6 modem- 
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CHAP, moderation, had fucceeded the viSories of Tra- 
._^J^ . jan. During the period that elapfed from the 
acceflion of Marcus to the reign of Alexander, 
the Roman and the Parthian empires were twice 
engaged in war ; and although the whole ftrength 
of the Arfacides contended with a part only of 
the forces of Rome, the event was moft com- 
monly in favour of the latter. Macrinus, in- 
deed, prompted by his precarious fituation, and 
pufiUanimous temper, purchafed a peace at the 
expence of near two millions of our money '^ ; 
but the generals of Marcus, the emperor Severus, 
and his fon, ere^ed many tropies in Armenia, 
Mefopotamia, and Aflfyria. Among their exploits, 
the imperfect relation of which would have unfea- 
fonably interrupted the more important feries of 
domeftic revolutions, we (hall only mention the 
repeated calamities of the two great cities of Seleu- 
cia and Ctefiphon. 
Cities of Seleucia, on the weftern bank of the Tigris, 
•ndaefi- sihout forty-five miles to the north of ancient 
pboii, Babylon, was the capital of the Macedonian con- 
quefts in Upper Afia'^ Many ages after the 
fall of their empire, Seleucia retained the genuine 
charafters of a Grecian colony, arts, military 
virtue, and the love of freedom. The inde- 
pendent republic was governed by a fenate of 
three hundred nobles ; the people confided of 

17 Dion, 1. xxvili. p*i335. 

i* For the prectfe liiuaiion of ]>ahylon, Selcticia, Ctenphon, Mo- 
^iD» and BagJaJ, ciiiti often confounded with each other; (ee ao 
txct;nent Gcogra(}hicul TimtX of M. u'Anviile, iq Mem. de TAca- 
ikoiie^ torn. xxx. 
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fix hundred tboufand citizens ; the walls were chap. 
ftrong, and as long as concord prevailed among <^^,^» 
the feveral orders of the ftate, they viewed with 
contempt the power of the Parthian ; but the 
madnefs of fadion was fometimes provoked to 
implore the dangerous aid of the common enemy, 
who was pofted almoft at the gate: of the 
colony ^'. The Parthian monarchs, like the 
Mogul fovereigns of Hindoftan, delighted in 
the paftoral life of their Scythian anceftors } and 
the Imperial camp was frequently pitched in the • 
plain of Ctefiphon, on (he eaftern bank of the 
Tigris, at the diftance of only three miles from 
Seleucla"*^. The innumerable attendants on 
luxury and defpotifm reforted to the court, and 
the little village of Ctefiphon infenfibly fwelled 
into a great city*". Under the reign of Marcus, 
the Roman generals penetrated as far as Ctefi- 
phon and Seleucia. They were received as friends A.D.iCj. 
by the Greek colony ; they attacked as enemies 
the feat of the Parthian kings ; yet both cities 
experienced the fame treatment. The fack and 
conflagration of Seleucia, with the maffacre of 
three hundred thoufand of the inhabitants, tar« 

^ 99 Tacit. Anna!, xi. 41. Plin. Hift. Nit. ri. a6. 
f* Thi» maybe inferrecl from Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 74.^. 
4« That moft ■coricntt traveller Bernier, who followed the camp cC 
Aufeng2fhe from Dehli to Caflimir, defcrihes with great accuraqf 
tbe immenfe movrag c'ty. The guard of civiiiry confi/led of 35,000 
meiiy that of infantry of io,ooo. If was commuted that the camp 
contained 150,000 bor[es» mulett and elephants; 50*000 caBiek* 
50»ooo oxen, and between 300^000 and 400,000 perfont. Almoft 
ail JDebli foUowed the court, whofe magnificence fupported its in- 
duftry. 

niihed 



Digitized by 



Google 



334 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

nifhed the glory of the Roman triumph ^. Seleu- 
cia, already exhaufted bj the neighbourhood 
of a too, powerful rival, funk under the fatal 
A.D.19S. blow; but CtefipboD, in about thirty-three years, 
liad fufficiently recovered its ftrength to maintain 
an obftinate fiege againit the emperor Seve- 
ru8» Th^ city was, however, taken by aflault; 
the king, who defended it in perfon, efcaped with 
precipitation ; an hundred thoufand captives, 
and a rich booty, rewarded the fatigues of the 
Roman foldiers^. Notwithftanding thefe mif- 
fortunes, Ctefiphon fucceeded to Babylon and to 
Seleucia, as one of the great capitals of the £aft. 
In fummer, the monarch of Perfia enjoyed at 
Ecbatana the cool breezes of the mountains of 
Medhi ; but the mildnefs of the climate engaged him 
to prefer Ctefiphon for his winter refidence. 
Conqueft From thefe fuccefsful inroads the Romans 
cnebythe derived no real or lading benefit; nor did they 
Komaot. attempt to preferve fuch diftant conquefts, fepa- 
rated from the provinces of the empire by a large 
trad of intermediate defert. The redudion of 
the kingdom of Ofrhoene was an acquifition of 
lefs fplendour indeed, but of a ht more folid 
advantage. That little ftate occupied the north- 
ern and mod fertile part of Mefopotamia, be- 
tween the Euphrates and the Tigris. Edeffii, 

4^ Dion» ]. IvxK p. 117S. Hi(l« Auguft. (k ^S. Eutrop. viii. 
10. fiufcb. in Chronic. Quidratas (quoted in the Atiguftan Hif. 
tory) attempted to vindicate the Romans, by alleging^ that the citi- 
Sena of Seleucia had fii ft riolated their faith. 

41 Dion, 1. IxxT. p. ii63» Herodian, 1. iii. jp. lao. Hift. Ai»« 
^ft. p. 70. 
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Its capital, was fituated about twenty miles be* chap. 
yond the former of thofe rivers; and the inha- i^^^,^.^ 
bitants, fmce the time of Alexander, were a 
mixed race of Greeks, Arabs, Syrians, and Arme- 
nians**. The feeble fovereigns of Ofrhoene, 
placed on the dangerous verge of two contending 
empires, were attached from inclination to the 
Parthian caufe ; but the fuperiour power of Rome 
eza&ed from them a relu£lant homage, which is 
ftill attefted by their medals. After the con- 
clufion of the Parthian war under Marcus, it was 
judged prudent to fecure fome fubftantial pledges 
of their doubtful fidelity. Forts were conftrudked 
in feveral parts of the country, and a Roman 
garrifon was fixed in the ftrong town of Nifibis* 
During the troubles that followed the death of 
Commodus, the princes of Ofrhoene attempted 
to fiiake oflF the yoke ; but the ftem policy of 
Severus confirmed their dependence *% and the 
perfidy of Caracalla completed the eafy conqueft. 
Abgarus, the lad king of Edeflfa, tvas fent in A.Jy.%16. 
chains to Rome, his dominions reduced into a 
province, and his capital dignified with the rank 
of colony ; and thus the Romans, about ten years 
before the fall of the Parthian monaixhy, ob- 

4i The poitflied citizens of Antiocb called tbofe of EdeflTa mixed 
barbarians. It wai, howeTer, fome praife^ that of the three dialect 
of the Syriacy the pureli and mod elegant (the Aramxan) was fpolce 
at EdeJa. This remark M. Bayer (Hi(i. Edefl*. p. 5.} has borrowed 
from George of Malatia, a Syrian writer. 

4$ Oion» 1. IxxT. p. fa4S, tfl49, is50. M. l^ayer has neglected 
to life this nioft important paflage. 
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CHAP, tamed a firm and permanent eftablifliment beyond 
,J1J^ the Euphrates^. 

Artaxer- Prudence as well ats glory might have juftified 
the pro. a war on the fide of Artaxerxes^ had his views 
Afr'**d ^^^ confined to the defence or the acquifition 
declarer of a ufcful frontier. But the ambitious Perfian 
rt^'ko","* openly avowed a far more extenfivc defign of 
»»^- ^ conqueft ; and he thought himfelf -able to fup- 
port his lofty pretenfions by the arms of reafon 
as well as by thofe of power. Cyrus, he alleged, 
had firfl: fubdued, and his fucceflfors had for a 
long time poffcffed, the whole extent of Afia, as 
hr as the Propontis and the j^gean fea; the 
provinces of Caria and Ionia, under their empire, 
had been governed by Perfian fatraps, and all 
Egypt, to the confines of ^Ethiopia, had acknow- 
ledged their fovereignty *^ Their rights had 
been fufpended, though not dedroyed, by a long 
ufurpation ; and as foon as he received the Per- 
fian diadem, which birth, and fuccefsful valour 
had placed upon his head, the firft great duty of 
bis itation called upon him to reftore the ancient 
limits and fplendour ,of the monarchy. The 
Great King, therefore (fuch was the haughty 
ftyle of his embaflies to the emperor Alexander), 
commanded the Romans inftantly to depart from 

4* This kingdcm, from Cfihofs, who gave a new name to the 
country, to the hit Abgarus, had Ulterl 353 years. See the leimed 
woik of M. Bayer, Hiftuna OlVhoena ct lC<le(lcna. 

47 Xrnophort, in the preface to the Cyropieciia, gives a clesr and 
magnificent idea of the extent of the entpire of Cyrus. Hcrodotui 
()• iii« c. 79» &c.} enters into a curious and p^trticular defer i|>tiQn of 
the twenty great Satra^p into which the Ferfian empire was dividMl 
by Darius liyftafpes. 
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all the provinces of his anceftors, and yielding ^ ^jj^^ ^* 
to the' Perfians the empire of Afia, to content ^ ^^■^ w ^"*^ 
themfelves with the undifturbed poffeffion of 
Europe. This haughty mandate v^as delivered 
by four hundred of. the tailed arid moft beauti- 
ful of the Perfians ; who, by their fine horfes, 
fplendid arms, and rich apparel, difplayed the 
pride and greatnefs of their mafter**. Such an 
embafly Was much lefs an offer of negociation 
than a declaration of war. Both Alexander 
Severus and Artaxerxes, collefting the military 
force of the Roman and Perfian monarchies, 
refolved in this important conteft to lead their 
armies in perfon. 

If we credit what fhould feem the moft authen- Pretended 
tic of all records, an oration, ftill extant, and AUxandw 
delivered by the emperor himfelf to the fenate, Scwas. 
we muft allow that the viftory of Alexander 
Severus was not inferior to any of thofe formerly 
obtained over the Perfians by the fon of Philip. 
The array of the Great King confifted of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand horfe, clothed in 
complete armour of fteel ; of feven hundred ele- 
phants,^ with towers filled with archers on their 
backs, and of eighteen hundred chariots, armed 
with fcythes. This formidable hoft, the like of 
which is not to be found in eaftern hiftory, and 
has fcarcely been imagined in eaftern romance *•, 

was 

4» Herod lan, vi. 209. •!». 

49 There were two hundred fcylhcd chariots at the battle of Ar- 
Wa, in the hoft of Darius. In the vaft army of Tigranes, which 
was lianquiflied by Lucutlus, feventeen thoufaad horfe 4>oly were 

Vol. I. , Z coin- 
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^ vm ^* ^^^^ difcomfited in a great battle, in which the 
Ronun Alexander approved himfelf an intre{ttd 
foldier and a fkilful generaL The Great Kmg 
fled before his valour ; an immenfe booty, and 
the conqueft of Mefopotamia, were the imme^ 
diate fruits of this (ignal vidory. Such are the 
circumftances of this oftentatious and impro- 
bable relation, dictated, as it too plainly appears, 
by the vanity of the monarch, adorned by the 
unblufliing fervility of his flatterers, and received 
without contradiction by a diftant and obfequious 
fenate'"'. Far from being inclined to believe 
that the arms of Alexander obtained any memo- 
rable advantage over the Perfians, we are in- 
duced to fufped, that alf this blaze of imaginary 
glory was defigned to conceal fome real dif- 
grace. 

completely armed. Antiochut brought fifty- four elcpbants into the 
Held agatnft the Romans : by his frequent wars and negociations 
with the princes of India, be bad onee colie^eJ an hundred aad fifty 
of thofe great animals j but it may be queftioned^ whether the moft 
|k>werful monarch of Hindoftan ever formed a line of battle of fcvcn 
hundred elephants. Inliead of three or four thoufand elepbaatSi 
which the Great Mogul was fuppofed to poflTefsy Tavemter (Voy- 
•get> partii. t. i. p. 19S.) difcovered^ by a more accurate inquiry, 
that he had only five hundred for his baggage, and eighty or ninety 
for the fcrvice of war. The Greeks have varied with regictd to the 
sumbcr which Potus brought into the field i but Quintus Curtius 
(viti. t).), in this inftance judicious and moderate, is contented with 
oighty^five elephants, diftinguilbed by their fite and ftreng;th. In 
Siam, where thefe animals are the moft numerous and. the noft 
efteemed, eighteen elephants are allowed as a Aifficient proportion for 
each of the nine brigades into which a juft army is divided. The 
whole number, of one hundred and fixty.two elephants of war, may 
fometimes be dotibled. Hift, des Voyages^ torn, ix. p. a6o. 
so Hift. AuguA* p* 133. 

Oar 
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Our fufpicions are confirmed by the authority c h a p. 
of a contemporary hiftorian, who mentions the ^^0^/-^ 
virtuea of Alexander with refpea, and his feults ^^^11^ 
with candoun He defcrtbes the judicious plan count of 
which had been formed for the conduft of the ^^'"^^ 
war. Three Roman armies were deftined to 
invade Perfia at the fame time, and by difierent 
roads. But the operations of the campaign^ 
though wifely concerted, were not executed either 
with ability or fuccefs. The firft of thefe ar« 
mies, as foon as it had entered the marfliy plains 
of Babylon, towards the artificial conflux of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris ^', was encompafled by 
the fuperior numbers, and deftroyed by the ar- 
rows, of the enemy. The alliance of Chofroes 
king of Armenia '% and the long tra£t of moun* 
tainous country, in which the Perfian cavalry was 
of little fervice, opened a fecure entrance into 
the heart of Media, to the fecond of the Romaa 
armies. Thefe brave troops laid wafte the adja*- 
cent provinces, and by feveral fuccefsful a6Uons 
againft Artaxerxes, gave a faint colour to the 
emperor's vanity. But the retreat of this vi&o- 
rious army was imprudent^ or at lead unfortunate* 
In repafling the mountains, great numbers of 
foldiers perifhed by the badnefs of the roads, and 

51 M. de Tillemont htt already obfervedi that Herocfian's geo« 
graphy it fomewhat confufed* 

5ft Mofea of Chorene (Hift.Armen. L ii. c. ^t.) illuftrates thia 
invafion of Media^ by aflerting that Chofroet, king of Armenia^ 
defeated Artaxerxety and purfued him to the confioet of India. 
The exploiit of Chofivet baire been magnified } and be aAed at a 
iependeDt ally to tbe Rooaiit. 

Za the 
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c viji ^' ** fevcrity of the winter feafoiu It had been 
refolved, that whilft thefe two great detachments 
penetrated into the oppofite eaUremes of the Per- 
fian dominions, the main body, under the com- 
mand of Alexander himfelf, ihould fupport th^ 
attack, by invading the centre of the kingdom* 
But the, unexperienced youth, influenced by his 
mother's counfels, and perhaps by his own fears, 
deferted the braveft troops, and the faircft pro- 
fpeA of vidory ; and after confuming in Mefo- 
potamia an inadive and* inglorious fummer, he 
led back to Antioch an army diminiflied by fick* 
ne&, and provoked by di&ppointment. The 
behaviour of Artaxerxes had been very different. 
Flying with rapidity from the hills of Media to 
the marflies of the Euphrates, he had every where 
oppofed the invaders in perfon; and in either 
fortune, had united with the ableft conduffc the 
moft undaunted refolution. But in feveral ob- 
fUnate engagements againft the veteran legions 
of Rome, the Perfian monarch had ioft the flower 
of his troops. Even his vineries had weakened 
his power. The £ivourable opportunities of the 
abfence of Alexander, and of the confufion that 
followed that emperor's death, prefented them- 
felves in vain to his ambition. Inftead of ex- 
pelling the Romans, as he pretended, from the 
continent of Afia, he found himfelf unable to 
wreft from their hands the little province of Me- 
fopotamia "» 

5) For the account of this war, fee Herodian*. h vi. p. sO^. sia. 
The old abbreviatois and nodern compiler |ta«t. Uindly foilowcd 

the Auguitan Hiliory. ' 

The 
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The reign of Artaxerxes, which from the laft ^ yfi*"* 
defeat of the Parthians laftcd only fourteen years, v,— -v^ 
forms a memorable aera in the hiftory of the Eaft, ^n^d ^ax^ 
and even in that of Rome. His chara£ler feems im» of Ar. 
to have been marked by thofe bold and com- a!d?"4o. 
manding features, that generally diftinguilh the 
princes who conquer, from thofe who inherit, aa 
empire* Till the laft period of the Perfian mo- 
narchy, his code of laws was refpefted as the 
ground-work of their civil and religious policy ^\ 
Several of his fayings are preferved. One of 
them in particular difcovers a deep infight into 
the conftitution of government. " The autho- 
•* rity of the prince," faid Artaxerxes, ** muft 
** be defended by a military force ; that force 
** can only be maintained by taxes; all taxes 
** muft, at laft, fall upon agriculture ; and agri- 
** culture can never flourifli except under the 
** proteftion of juftice and moderation ".*' Ar- 
taxerxes bequeathed his new empire, and his 
ambitious deftgns againft the Romans, to Sapor, 
a fon not unworthy of his great father ; but thofe 
defigns were too extenfive for the power of Per- 
fia, and ferved only to involve both nations in a 
long feries of deftrudive wars and reciprocal ca- 
lamities. 

54 Eutychius, torn. ii. p. 180. verf. Pocock. Tlie grcAt Chof. 
roes Noufhirwan fent the Code of Artaxerxes to all hi& fatrapt* at 
the inVfiriable rule of their cor<lu6l. 

55 D*Herbelot BiUiotheque Orientale, au mot ^rJfiir. We may 
oMerve, that after an ancient period of fables, and ri long interval 
of ilarknels, the modern hittoriet 6i Feifia begin to aiTumc an an of 
truth with the dyn^lty pf the SaiTanides. 

Zj The 
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c H A P. The Periians, long fince civilized and corrupted, 
s^^^^^m^ were very far Trom poflefling the martial ind&- 
*^''*^"I pendence^ and the intrepid hardinefs, both of 
the Per. mind and body, which have rendered the north- 
^"•' em barbarians matters of the world. The fci^r 
ence of war, that conftituted the more rational 
force of Greece and Rome, as it now does of 
lilurope, never made any confiderable progrefs 
in the £a(t. Thofe difciplined evolutions which 
harmonize and animate a confufed multitude, 
were unknown to the Perfians. They were 
equally unikilled in the arts of conftru&ing, be* 
lieging, or defending regular fortifications. They 
trufted more to their numbers than to their cou- 
rage; more to their courage than to their diC- 
Theirin- cipline* The infentry was a half-armed fpirit^ 
tmpiMeJ Ic'^ crowd of pealants, levied in hafte by the 
allurements of plunder, and as eafily dirperfed 
by a victory as by a defeat. The monarch and 
his nobles tranfported into the camp the pride 
and luxury of the feraglio. Their military ope- 
rations were impeded by a ufelefs train of women, 
eunuchs, horfes, and camels ; and in the midft of 
a fuccefsful campaign, the Perfian hott was often 
ieparated or deftroyed by an unexpe£ted fa- 
mine •*. 
Their c«. But the noblcs of Perfia, in the bofom of lux- 
«ii«iit** ury and defpotifm, preferved a ftrong fenfe of 
perfonal galkntry and national honour. From 

Sf Herodian, 1. ▼!. p. fti4.. Ammianui Marcellinut, 1. xxiii. 
e. 6. Some differences may be obferred between the two biftorians* 
the natural tfMU of the changes produced by a century and a half. 

th« 
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the age of feven years they were taught to fpcak ^ vhl*** 
truth, to (hoot with the bow, and to ride ; and it 
was univerfally confefled, that in the two laft of 
thefe arts, they had made a more than common 
proficiency ". The mod diftinguiflied youth were 
educated under the monarch's eye, pradlifed their 
exercifes in the gate of his palace, and were fe« 
Terely trained up to the habits of temperance and 
obedience, in their long and laborious parties of 
hunting. In every province, the fatrap maintained 
a like fchool of military virtue. The Perfiaa 
nobles (ib natural is the idea of feudal tenures) 
received from the king's bounty lands and houfes^ 
on the condition of their fervice in war. They 
were ready on the firft fummons to mount on 
horreback, with a martial and fplendid train of 
followers, and to join the numerous bodies of 
guards, who were carefully feleded from amongft 
the mod robuft flaves, and the braveft adventurers 
of Afia. Thefe armies, both of light and of heavy 
cavalry, equally formidable by the impetuofity of 
their charge, and the rapidity of their motioM^ 
threatened, as an impending cloud, the eaftem 
provinces of the declining empire of Rome '*• 

57 The Per Hans are ftill the moft fkilful horiemcDf cuid their borlet 
the iinelt in the Ealt. 

5' From Herodotus, Xenophon, Herodian, Ammianusi Chardiiit 
&c. I have extracted fucb ^ahU accountt of the Perfian nobility^ 
as feeni either common to every age, or particular to that of the SaJT* 
ianidet. 
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CHAR IX. 

The State of Germany till the Invajion of the Bar- 
barians^ in the Time of the Emperor Decitis. 

r|^HE government and religion of Perfia ha« 
* deferved fome notice, from their connexion 
with the decline and fall of the Roman empire. 
We ihall occaiionally mention the Scythian, or 
Sarmatian tribes, which, with their arms and 
horfes, their flocks and herds, their wives and 
families, wandered over the immenfe plains which 
fpread themfelves from the Cafpian Sea to the 
Viftula, from the confines of Perfia to thofe of 
Germany. But the warlike Germans, who firft 
refided, then invaded, and at length overturned, 
the weftern monarchy of Rome, will occupy a 
much more important place in this hiflory, and 
poffefs a ftrongcr, and, if we may ufe the expref- 
fion, a more domeftic, claim to our attentioa 
and regard. The moil civilized nations of mo- 
dern Europe iflued from the woods of Germany; 
and in the rude inftitutions of thofe barbarians 
we may ftill diftinguifli the original principles of 
our prefent laws and manners. In their primi- 
tive ftate of fimplicity and independence, the 
Germans were furveyed by the difcerning eye, 
and delineated by the mafterly pencil, of Tacitus, 
the firft of hiftorians who applied the fcience of 
philofophy to the fludy of fafts. The expreffive 
concifenefs of his defcriptions has deferved to ex- 
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ercife th^ diligence of innumerable antiquarians, 
and to excite the genius and penetratioa of the 
philolbphic hiftorians of our own times. The 
fubjed, however various and important, has al- 
ready been fo frequently, fo ably, and fo fuccefs* 
fully difcuiTed, that it is now grown familiar to 
the reader, and difficult to the writer. We fhall 
therefore content ourfelves with obferving, and 
indeed with repeating, fome of the tnoft impor- 
tant circumftances of climate, of manners, and 
of inftitutions, which rendered the wild barba- 
rians of Germany fuch formidable enemies to the 
Roman power. 

Ancient Germany, excluding from its inde- Extcnt«r 
pendent limits the province weftward of the ^*™*"y* 
Rhine, which had fubmitced to the Roman yoke, 
extended itfelf over a third part of Europe. Al- 
moft the whole of modem Germany, Denmark^ 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Livonia, Pruffia, and 
the greater part of Poland, were peopled by the 
various tribes of one great nation, whofe com* 
plexion, manners, and language denoted a com- 
mon origin, and preferved a ftriking refemblance. 
On the weft, ancient Germany was divided by 
the Rhine from the Gallic, and on thefouth, by 
the Danube, from the Illyrian provinces of the 
empire. A ridge of hills, rifmg from the Da- 
nube, and called the Carpathian mountains, co- 
vered Germany on the fide of Dacia or Hungary. 
The eaftern frontier was faintly marked by the 
mutual fears of the Germans and the Sarmatians, 
and was often confounded by the mixture of war- 
ring and confederating tribes of the two nations* 

In 
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In the remote darkneis of the north, the ancienta 
imperfeftly defcried a frozen ocean that lay beyond 
the Baltic fea, and beyond the Peninfula, or iflands ' 
of Scandinaria. 
ciiMtc* Some ingenious writers* have fafpefted that 
Europe was much colder formerly than it is at 
prefent ; and the mod ancient defcriptions of the 
climate of Germany tend exceedingly to confirm 
their theory. The general complaints of intenfe 
froft, and eternal winter, are perhaps little to be 
regarded, fiAce we have no method of reducing 
to the accurate ftandard of the thermometer, the 
feelings, or the expreffions of an orator, born in 
the happier regions of Greece or Afia. But I 
(hall feled two remarkable circumftances of a Ms 
' equivocal nature. i. The great rivers which 
covered the Roman provinces, the Rhine and the 
Danube, were frequently frozen over, and ca« 
pable of fupporting the mod enormous weights. 
The barbarians, who often chofe that fevere fea- 
(on for their inroads, tranfported, without appre- 
henficm or danger, their numerous armies, thdr 

' The iiMKlern pKilofopfiere of Sweden feem agrerd that the waters 
of the Baltic gradually fink in a regular proportion, which thef 
hnve ventured to eftimate at half an inch every year. Twenty cen* 
taries ago, the ft tt country of Scandinavia muft have been covered 
hy the lea ; while the high lands rofe above the waters, as fo manf 
iflands of various forms and ^tmenfions. Such indeed is the potion 
givea us by Mela, Pliny, and Tacitus, of the vaft countries round 
the Baltic. See in the Bibliotheque Raifonnee, torn. xl. and xlv, 
» Urge abftrafi oi Dalin*s Hiilory of Swedco, compofed io the Swedifli 
language. 

a In particular, Mr. Hume, the Abbe du Bos' ^nj m. PeUou- 
tier, Hift. des Ccltes, torn* i. 

cavalry^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 347 

cavalry, and their heavy waggons, over a vaft chap. 
and folid bridge of ice \ Modern ages have not 
prefented an inftance of a like phamomenon. 
2. The rein-deer, that ufeful animal, from whom 
the lavage of the North derives the heft comforts 
of his dreary life, is of a conftitution that fup« 
ports, and even requires, the moft intenfe cold4 
He is found on the rock of Spitzberg, within ten 
degrees of the Pole ; he feems to delight in the 
&OWS of Lapland and Siberia ; but at prefent he 
cannot jubfift, much lefs multiply, in any country 
to the fouth of the Baltic ^ In the time of Csefar, 
the rein-deer, as well as the elk, and the wild 
bull, was a native of the Hercynian foreft, which 
then overlhadowed a great part of Germany and 
Poland ^ The modern improvements fufficiently 
explain the caufes of the diminution of the cold. 
Thefe immenfe woods have been gradually cleared, 
which intercepted from the earth the rays of the 
fun^ The moraifes have been drained, and, in 
proportion as the foil has been cultivated, the air 
has become more temperate. Canada, at this 

3 Diodorut SicuIuS) I. v. p. 340. Edit. Weflel. Herodian, 
I. Ti. p. aif • Jornandet, c. 55. On the banks of the Danube, 
the wine, when brought to table, was frequently frozen into great 
lumps, frttfiavtni. Ovid. Epift. ex Ponto, I. iv. 7. 9, lo. VirgiU 
Georgic. 1. iii. 355. The fa6^ is confirmed by a foldier and a phi- 
loTopber, who had experienced the intenfe cold of Thrace. See Xe* 
nophon, Anabaiis, 1. vii. p, 560. Edit. Hutchinfon. v 

4 Buffbn Hiftoire Nature! le, torn. xit. p. 79. si6. 
f Ciefar de Bell. Gallic, vi. 23, &c. The moft inquifitive of the 

Germans were ignorant of its utmoft limits, although forae of them 
had travelled in it more than fixty days journey, 

^ Cluverius (Gerroania Antiqua, K iii. c. 47.) inveftigatet the j 
fmall and fcattered remains of the Hercynian wood. 

day. 
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day, is an exa£t pifture of ancient Germany. 
Although fituated in the fame parallel with the 
fineft provinces of France and England, that 
country experiences the moft rigorous cold. The 
rein-deer are very numerous, the ground h co- 
Tered with deep and lading fnow, and the great 
river of St. Lawrence is regularly frozen, in a fealon 
when the waters of the Seine and the Thames are 
ufually free from ice '. 
iti cfieaa It is difficult to afcertain, and eafy to exagge- 
rate, the influence of the climate of ancient Ger- 
many ^ver the minds and bodies of the natives* 
Many writers have fuppofed, and moft have al- 
lowed, though, as it (hould feem, without any 
adequate proof, that the rigorous cold of the 
North was favourable to long life and generative 
vigour, that the women were more fruitful, and 
the human fpecies more prolific, than in warmer 
or more temperate climes*. We may afiert, 
with greater confidence, that the keen air of Ger- 
many formed the large and mafculine limbs of 
the natives, who were, in general, of a more lofty 
ftature than the people of the South *, gave them 
a kind of ftrength better adapted to violent ex- 
ertions than to patient labour, and infpired them 
with conftitutional bravery, which is the refult of 
nerves and fpirits. The feverity of a winter cam- 

7 Ch trlcToix Hiftoire du Canada. 

* Oiaas Kudlieck aiTeits that the Swediih womcfl often bear ten 
«r twelve children, and not unco»nit>oniy twenty or thirty ; tnit the 
authority of Rudbeck is much to be lufiicdled. 

9 In hos artus, in hzc cor|x)f3» quae miramiir, excrefCaDt. Tacit* 
Gcrmania, 3. 10. Cluver. 1. i. c. 14.. 
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paigh, that chilled the courage of the Roman ^ " ^ p. 
troops, was fcarcely felt by thefe hardy children ^— — w-*— ^ 
of the North '% who in their turn were unable 
to refift the fummer heats, and diifolved away in 
languor and ficknefs under the beams of an Ita«- 
Uan fun "• 

There is not any where upon the globe, a large Origm of 
tra£l of country, which we have difcovered defti- niant, 
tute of inhabitants, or whofe fird population can 
be fixed with any degree of hiftorical certainty. 
And yet, as the mod philofophic minds can fel- 
dom refrain from inveftigating the infancy of 
great nations, our curiofity confumes itfelf m toil* 
fome and difappoiiued efforts* When Tacitna 
coniidered the purity of the German bloody and 
the forbidding afpeft of the country, he was dif- 
pofed to pronounce thofe barbarians Indigenaj or 
natives of the foIL We may allow with fafety^ 
and perhaps with truth, that ancient Germany 
was not originally peopled by any foreign co- 
lonies already formed into a political fociety'*; 
but that the name and nation received their ex- 
iftence from the gradual union of fome wandering 

'« PlaCarch. in Mano. The Cimbri, by way of amufcrmeDt^ oftca 
Aid down moun Cains of foow on their broad (hields. 
' '■ The Ronaans noade war io r.ll climates, and by their excellent 
difcipline were in a great nieainre preferved in health and vigour* 
It may be remarked^ that n^an is the only animal which can live and 
multiply in every country from the equator to the poles. Irbe hog 
feems to approach the neareft to our fpectes in that privilege. 

»» Tacit. German, c. 3, The emigi-ation of the Gauls followed 
the courfe of the Danube, and difchurged itfelf on Greece and Ada. 
Tacitus could difcover only one inconOderable tribe that retained 
any traces of a Gallic origin. 

3 favages 
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favages of the Hercynian vroods. To aflert tfadie 
favages to have been the fpontaneous produ£don 
of the earth which they inhabited, would be a 
rafh inference, condemned by religion, and un- 
warranted by reafon. 
Fables and ^^^^ rational doubt is but ill-fuited with the 
€»njee. geniu8 of popular vanity. Among the nations 
who have adopted the Mofaic hiftory of the world, 
the ark of Ncoh has been of the fame ufe, as was 
formerly to the Greeks and Romans the fiege of 
Troy. On a narrow bafis of acknowledged truth, 
an immenfe but rude fuperftrudure of fable has 
been ereded; and the wild Irifhman'% as well 
as the wild Tartar "% could point out the indivi- 
dual fon of Japhet, from whofe loins his anceilors 
were lineally defcended. The laft century abounded 
with antiquarians of profound learning and eafy 
fadth, who, by the dim light of legends and tra- 
ditions, of conjedures and etymologies, con* 
ducted the great grandchildren of Noah from the 
Tower of Babel to the extremities of the globe. 
Of thefe judicious critics, one of the moft enter* 

't According to Dr. Keating (Hiftory of Ireland, p. i}i 14.), 
the giant Partholanut, who was the fon of Seara, the Ion of Efriy 
the fon of $rU| the fon of Framant, the fon of Fatbaclan» the fon ^ 
Magog, the fon of Ji^het, the fon of Noah, landed on the coaft of 
Munfter, the 14th day of May, in the year of the world one tbonfand 
nine haodred and feventy* eight. Though be fuccerded in hia greit 
cnterprife, the loofe behaviour of hit wife rendered hia domeftic life 
Very unhappy^ and provoked him to fuch a degree, that he killed— 
her favourite greyhound. This, as the leamcd hiftorian very pro- 
perly obferves, waa iYktfirfi inftance of female laKehood and infidditj 
ever known in Ireland. 

i4> Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars by Abulghaxt Bahadar 
Khan. 

taming 
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tainmg vras Otaus Rudbeck, profeflbr in the uiuU chap. 
verfity of Upfal ". Whatever is celebrated cither w-v^ 
in hiftory or fable, this zealous patriot afcribes to 
his country. From Sweden (which formed fo 
confiderabie a part of ancient Germany) the 
Greeks themfelves derived their alphabetical cha* 
racers, their aftronomy^ and their religion. Of 
that delightful region (for fuch it appeared to the 
eyes of a native) the Atlantis of Plato, the coun- 
try of the Hyperboreans, the gardens of the Hef- 
perides, the Fortunate lilands, and even the £ly« 
fiaii Fields, were all but faint and imperfefb tTan* 
Scripts. A clime fo profufely favoured by Nature, 
could not long remain defert after the flood. 
The learned Rudbeck allows the family of Noah 
a few years to multiply from eight to about 
twenty thoufand perfons. He then difperfes them 
into fmail colonies to repleni/h the earth, and to 
propagate the human fpecies. llie German or 
Swedxfli detachment (which marched, if I am not' 
miftaken, under the command of Afkenaz the fon 
of Gomer, the fon of Japhet) diftinguifhed itfelf 
by a more than common diligence in the profe- 
cution of this great work. The northern hive 
€z{i its fwarms over the greateft part of Europe, 
Africa, and Afia ; and (to ufe the author's meta- 
phor) the blood circulated from the extremities 
to the heart. 

But air this welUaboured fyftem of German ThcGer- 
antiquities is annihilated by a fingle fad, too well |D||."^|^f 

letlert { 
<< His work, entitled Atlantica, is uncommonly fcaree. Bayle 
bas given two moft curious cutraAs from it. Rcpubiique dcs Lettrca 
Janvkr ctFcfricr* 16S5. ^ 

xo attefted 
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c HA P. attefted to admit of any doubt, and of too ^cci^ 
five a nature to leave room for any reply. The 
Germans, in the age of Tacitus, were unac« 
quainted with the ufe of letters '* ; and the ufe of 
letters is the principal circumftance that diftin-i 
guiihes a civilized people from a h^d of favages 
incapable of knowledge or reflection. Without 
that artificial help, the human memory foon difli- 
pates or corrupts the ideas intruded to her charge ; 
and the nobler faculties 6f the mind, no longer 
fupplied with models or with materials, gradually 
forget their powers; the judgment becomes 
feeble and lethargic, the imagination languid or 
irregular. Fully to apprehend this important 
truth, let us attempt, in an improved fodety, to 
calculate the, immenfe didance between the man 
of learning and the illiterate peafant. The for- 
mer, by reading and reflection, multiplies his 
own experience, and lives in diftant ages and re- 
mote countries; whild the latter, rooted to a 
fingle fpot, and confined to a few years of exift* 
ence, furpafles, but very little, his fellow* 

■6 Tacit. Germ. ii. 19, Literarum fecreta ?iri parirer ac fo«nifia» 
ignorant. Wc may icft contented with this drcifivc authorityn 
without entering i;ito the obfcure difputes conreining the antiquity 
of the Kunic chara^ers. The learned Ceiiiusi a Swede, a fchoJar^ 
and a philolbpher, was of opinion* that they weie notbiitg more 
than the Roman Ictreis, with the cuives changed into dm ight Jinet 
for the cafe of engraving. See FeUuutier, Hiftoire des C^ltes, I. ii, 
c. II. Di£lfonnaiie Diplomatique, torn. i. p. iij. We may add, that 
the oMeft Runic infcriptions are fuppofecito he of the third ceatury^ 
and the moft ancient wtiter who mentions the Runic chara^ers ia Ve- 
nantius Fortunatus (Cam. vii. 18. ), who lived toward^ the end •£ 
the fixth century. 

Barbara fraxiueis pingatur Run a tabcljis» 
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labourer the ox in the exercife of his mental ^ eUAm 
culties. The fame, and eren a greater, diffisr* ^^^^^^ 
ence will be found between nations than between 
individuals ; and we may fafely pronounce, that 
without ibme fpecies of writing, no people hat 
ever preferred the futhful annals of thdr hiftory^ 
ever made any conliderable progrefs in the ab^ 
ftrad fciences, or^ ever pofleffed, in any tolerable 
degree of perfe£tioni the ufeful and agreeable arts 
of life. 

Of thde arts, the ancient Germans were wretch* of arts and 
edly deftitute. They pafied their lives iaaftaitt ^^f^ 
of ignorance and poverty, which it has pleafed 
feme declaimers to dignify with the appellation 
oi virtuous fimpllcity. Modern Germany is iaid 
to contain about two thoufsmd three hundred 
walled towns '\ In a much wider extent of coun« 
try, the geographer Ptolemy could difcover no 
more than ninety places, which he decorates with 
the name of cities *' ; though, accordmg to oiur 
ideas, they would but ill deferve that fplendid \ 
tide. We am only fuppofe them to have beea 
rude fortifications, conftruded in the centre of 
the woods, and defigned to fecure the women, 
children, and cattle, whilft the warriors of the 
tiibe marched out to repel a fudden invafion^. 

<7 Recherchet Philofopbiquet far let Americainty torn. jii. p< ftifn 
The anihor of that rtrj curious work is, if I am not mifinfomied, a 
German by birth. 

» The Alexandrian Geographer it often criticifed bjr the accurate 
Cluverius. 

>9 See Caefar, and tht learned Mr. Whitiktr^ in hie Hlftor/ of 
Manchefter* toKu 

Vol. 1, A a But 
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tt.HAP« But Tacitus aflerts, as a welUknown fad, tlnit 



IX. 



tba Germans, in his time^ had no cities *!*; and 
that they affefted to defpife the works of Roman 
induftry, as places of confinement rather than of 
fecurity*'. Their edifices were not even conti- 
guous, or formed into regular villas ** ; each bar- 
barian fixed his independent dwelling on the fpot 
to which a pbin, a wood, or a ftream of firelh 
water, had induced him to give the preference. 
Neither (lone, nor brick, nor tiles, were enu 
pIoyc4 in thefe flight habitations^'. They were 
indeed no more than low huts of a circular figure, 
built of rough timber, thatched with ftraw, and 
pierced at the top to leave a free paflage for the 
fmoke* In the moft inclement winter, the 
hardy German was fatisfied with a fcanty garment 
made of the fkin of fome animal. The nations 
who dwelt towards the North, clothed themfelvey 
in fijrs ; and the women manufactured for their 
own ufe a coarfe ^ind of Ijnen *\ The game of 
various forts, with which the forefts of Germany 
were plentifully flocked, fupplied iu inhabitants 

»• Tacit. G«rm. 15, 

*> When the Germans commanded the ITbii oF Cologne to caft off 
,tlM Roman yoke, aod with their new freedom to refume their aocicat 
imnnert^ they infifleJ on the immediate demolition of the walls of the 
colony. '* Poftulamus a vobit, murot colonic, munimenta iervitii 
** detrahatie} etiam fera animalia, fi claufa tcneat, firtutis obltTif- 
•« cuntur."* Tacit. Hlft. W. 64. 

*> The draggling villages of Silefia are feveral miles in length. 
^ceCluver. I. i. c. 13. 

*1 One hundred and forty years after Tacitus, a few more regular 
ftruaures were ere£Ud near the Rhine and JDanube. Hcrodiani 
l.vii. p. 134. 

H Tack^Gernn.i;. 
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with food and excrcife**. Their riionftrous herds chap. | 

of catde, lefs remarkable indeed for their beauty ^_^^^ i 

than for their utility *•, formed the principal ob« 1 

jeft of their weahh. A fmall quantity of corn i 

was the only produce exacted from the earth; the : 

ufe of orchards or artificial meadows was un* ^ 

known to the Germans ; nor can we exped any ! 

improvements in agriculture from a people, whofe 

property every year experienced a general change i 

by a new divifion of the arable lands, and who^ 

in that ftrange operation, avoided difputes, by 

fuffering a great part of their territory to lie wafte 

and whhout tillage *^ 

' Gold, filver, and iron, were extremely fcarce anrfofthe 

in Germany. Its barbarous inhabitants wanted ^jj,^^**" 

l)oth ikill and patience to invefligate thofe rich 

veins of filver, which have fo liberally rewarded 

the attention of the princes of Brunfwick and 

Saxony. Sweden, which now fupplies Europe 

with iron, was equally ignorant of its own riches ; 

and the appearance of the arms of the Germans 

furni(bed a fufficient proof how little iron they 

were able to beftow on what they mu(l have 

deemed the nobleil ufe of that metal. The va^ 

rious tranfa&iotis of peace and war had mtro«> 

duced fome Roman coins (chiefly filver) among 

the borderers of the Rhine and Danube i but the 

more diftant tribes were abfolutely unacquainted 

with the ufe of money, carried on their confined 

trafEc by the exchange of commodities, and 

*f Tacit. Germ. 5. *^ Ccfar. de Bell. Gall. vi. as* 

*7 Tacit. Germ. a6. Csefar, vi.i*. 

A a a prized 
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prized their rude earthen veiTels as of equal Value 
with the filver vares, the prefents of Rome to 
their princes and ambafladors *'• To a mind ca- 
pable of reflexion, fuch leading fads convey 
more inftrudion, than a tedious detail of fubor* 
dinate circumftances. The value of money has 
been fettled by general confent to ezpteft our 
wants and our property ; as letters were inrented 
to ezprefs our ideas ; and both thefe inftitutions^ 
by giving a more aftive energy to the powers 
and paffions of human nature, have contributed 
to multiply the objects they were defigned to re* 
prefent. The ufe of gold and filver is in a great 
meafure faditious ; but it would be impoffible to 
enumerate the important and various fervices 
which agriculture, and all the arts, have received 
from irofi, when tempered and fafliioned by the 
operation of fire, and the dextrous hand of man. 
Money, in a word, is the moft univerfal incitement, 
iron the moft powerful inftrument, of human in- 
duftry ; and it is very difficult to conceive by what 
means a people, neither aftuated by the one, nor 
feconded by the other,could emerge from the grofleft 
barbarifm **. 
Tiicir in. If we contemplate a favage nation in any part 
of the globe, a fupine indolence and a carelefihefs 
of futurity will be found to conftitute their gene* 
tal charafter* In a civilized ftate, every faculty 

»* Tacit. Germ. 6. 

*9 It is faici that the Mexicans and Peravaani, without the vfeof 
either money or iron, had made a very great progiefs in the arts. 
Tliofeartty and the monuments they produced, have been ftrjngHj 
msignfied. See Recherchet fur let Americains, torn. u. p. t53,&r- 

- ^ of 
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of man it expanded and exercifed ; and the great c h a p« 
chain of mutual 'dependence connects and em- -^^-^- 
braces the feveral members of fociety. The moft 
numerous portion of it is employed in cdnflant 
and ufeful labour. The feled few, placed by 
fortune above that neceffity, can, however, fill 
up thdr time by the purfuits of intereft or glory, 
by the improvement of their eftate or of their un* 
derilanding, by the duties, the pleafures, and 
even the follies of focial life. The Germans were 
not poffefled of thefe varied refources. The care 
of the houfe and family, the management of the 
land and cattle, were delegated to the old and 
the infirm, to women and ilaves* The lazy war- 
rior, deftitute of every art that might employ his 
kifure hours, confumed his days and nights 19 
the animal gratifications of fleep and food. And 
yet, by a wonderful diverfity of Nature (accord- 
ing to the remark of a writer who had pierced 
into its darkeft recelTes), the fame barbarians are 
by turns the moft indolent and the moft reftlefi 
of mankind* « They delight in flotb, they deteft 
tranquillity •^ The languid foul, oppreffed with 
its own weight, anxioufly required fome new and 
powerful fenfation ; and war and danger were the 
only amufements adequate to its fierce temper. 
The found that fummoned the Qerman to arms 
wa^ grateful to his ear. Jt roufed him from his 
iincomfortable lethargy, gave him an active pur- 
fuit, and, by flrong exercife of the body, and 
vblent eniotioi^s of the mind, ref^or^d hioi to 4 

I* Tacit. Germ. 15, 

Aa 3 more 
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CHAP, more lively fcnfe of his exiftence. In the dull 
^_^\_ intervals of peace, thefe barbarians were icnmo* 
derately addided to deep gaming and exceilive 
drinking; both of which, by different means, 
the one by inflaming their paflions, the other by 
extinguifhing their', reafon, alike relieved them 
.from the pain of thinking. They gloried in pair- 
ing whole days and nights at table; and the 
blood of friends and relations often ftained their 
numerous and drunken aflemblies ''. Their debts 
of honour (for in that light they have tranfmitted 
to us thofe of play) they difcharged with the moft 
romantic fidelity. The defperate gamefler, who 
had ftaked his perfon and liberty on a laft throw 
of the dice, patiently fubmitted to the decifion of 
fortune, and fuffered himfelf to be bound, chaftifed, 
and fold into remote flavery, by his weaker but 
more lucky antagonift **. 
Their tafte Strong beer, a liquor extraded with very little 
liquort"^ art from wheat or barley, and corrupted (as it is 
ftrongly exprtffed by Tacitus) into a ceitain fem- 
bianc« of wine, was fufficient for the grofs pur- 
pofes of German debauchery. But thoFe who 
had tafted the rich wines of Italy, and afterwards 
of Gaul, fighed for that more delicious fpecies of 
intoxication. They attempted not, however (as 
has iince been executed with fo much fuccefs), 
to naturalize the viqe on the banks of the Rhine 
and Danube ; nor did they endeavour to procure 

l» Tacit. Gcnm. as, «)• 

i* Id. %^, The Germans might borrow the £rts of play from 
the Komansy but the fajin it wonderful! j inhercot in the lnunan 
fpecic«. 
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by induftry the materials of an advantageoui chap. 
commerce. To folidt by labour what might be t>^i-»w 
ravilhed by arms, was efteemed unworthy of the 
German fpirit "• The intemperate thirft of ftrong 
liquors often urged the barbarians to invade the 
provinces on which art or nature had beftowed 
thofe much envied prefents. The Tufcan who 
betrayed his country to the Cehic nations, at« 
traded them into Italy by the profpeft of the rich 
fruits and delicious wines, the productions of a 
happier climate ?\ And in the fame manner the 
German auxiliaries, invited into France during 
the civil wars of the fizteenth century, were al- 
lured by the promife of plenteous quarters in 
the provinces of Cfaampaigne . and Burgundy". 
Drunkennefs, the moft illiberal, but not the moft 
dangerous, of our vices, was fometimes capable, 
in a lefs civilized ftate of mankind, of occafioning 
a battle, a war, or a revolution. 

The climate of ancient Germany has been mol- State of 
lified, and the foil fertilized, by the labour of ^^^}^' 
ten cemuries from the time of Charlemagne. 
The fame extent of ground which at prefent main<> 
tains, in eafe and plenty, a million of hufband- 
men and artificers, was unable to fupply an hun* 
dred thoufand lazy warriors with the iimple ne- 
ceflaries of life '^. .The Germans abandoned their 

immenfe 

19 Tacit. Germ. 14. 

t^ Plutarch, in Camillo. T. Lit. ▼. 35. 
35 Dubos. Hift. dc la Monarchic Fran^oiTe, toin. i. p. T93. 
'1^ The Helvetian nation, which iffued from the country called 
l^friuei'land, contained, of every age and fex, 3681O09 perfunt 

Aa f (Cacfar 
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c K A p< tmmenfe fbrefts to the ezercife of hundng, em-^ 
^ ployed in paflburage the moft confiderable part of 

their lands, beftowed on the fmall remainder a( 
rode and carelefs cultivation, and then accofecl 
the fcantinefs and fterility of a country thatTe* 
Jiifed to maintain the multitude of its inhabitants* 
When the return of famine feverely admoniflied 
them of the importance of the arts, the national 
diftrefs was fometimes alleviated by the emigra-* 
tion of a third, perhaps, or a fourth part of their 
youth ^\ The poiTeffion and the enjoyment of 
property are the pledges which Und a civilized 
people to, an improved country. But the Ger- 
inans, who carried with them what they mod; 
valued, their arms, their cattle, and their women, 
cheerfully abandoned the vaft fiience of their 
woods kr the unbounded hopes of plunder and 
conqueft. The innumerable fwarms that iflued, 
or feemed to ifTue, from the great ftorehoufe of 
nations, were multiplied by the fears of the van* 
quiflied, and by the credulity of fucceeding ages. 
And from fads thus exaggerated, an opinion was 
gradually eftabiiflied, and has been fupported by 
writers of diftinguiihed reputation, that, in the 
;ige of Casfar and Tacitus, the inhabitants of the 
l^orth vrexe far more numerous than they are in 

(Csfar de Bell. Gall. i. %$•)• At prefent, the nuisber of people in 
the Pays de Vaud (a fmall diflriA on the banks of the Leman Lake, 
nuch more diftinguiihed for politenefs than for induftry) amounts to 
I ift»59> • Sm <^° excellent traft of M. Muret, Jn the Memoirei de la 
Society de Bern. 

37 Panl Diaconusy c. i, t, 3. Machiarel^ Da?i]a» and the reft of 
^nl's followers, Kpreftnt tbefe emigrations too much at regular and 
mceittd laeafures. 
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wxt days '*• A more ferious inquiry into the c h a p« 
caafes of population feems to have convinced ^^ ^^i, _ r 
modern philofophers of the falfehood, and indeed 
the impoflibih'ty, of the fuppofition. To the 
nameg of Mariana and of Machiavel^% we can 
oppofe the equal names of Robertfon and Hume ^. 

A warlike nation like the Germans, without German 
either cities, letters, arts, or money, found fome 
compenfation for this favage (late in the enjoy- 
ment of liberty. Their poverty fecured their 
freedom, fince our delires and our pofleflions are' 
the ftrongeft fetters of defpotifm. " Among 
^^ the Suiones (fays Tacitus), riches are held in 
** honour. They are therefore fubjcft to an ab» 
^^ folute monarch, who, inftead of intruding his 
*^ people with the free ufe of arms, as is pradifed 
" in the reft of Germany, commits them to the 
** fafe cuftody not of a citizen, or even of a 
*^ freedman, but of a flave. The neighbours of 
" the Suiones, the Sitones, are funk even below 
*' fervitude ; they obey a woman **/* In the 
mention of thefe exceptions, the great hiftorian 
fufficiently acknowledges the general theory of 
government. We are only at a lofs to conceive 
by what means riches and defpotifm could pene« 

3* Sir William Temple and Montefquteu have indulged, on this 
fub)e£l, the ufual livelinefs of their fancy. 
99 Machiavel Uift. di Fii«nze, 1. i. Mariana Hift. Hifpan* U ▼• 

€• !• 

40 &obeftfoD*ftCharlM V. Hume's Political Eflays. 

4> Tacit. German. 44, 45. Frenfliemiuft (who dedicated hie 
fiipplem^fit to lATf, to Chriftiflft of Sweden) thinks proper to be 
▼erj angry with the ftoman who exprefled fo very little reverence fotf 
N<^befii ye eosi 
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CH AP. trate into a remote comer of the North, and 
'_^^^' extinguifli the generous flame that blazed with 
fuch fiercenefs on the frontier of the Roman 
provinces : or how the anceftors of thofe Danes 
and Norwegians, fo diftinguifhed in latter ages 
by their unconquered fpirit, could thus tamely re- 
fign the great cbaraAer of German liberty ^. Some 
tribes, however, on the coaft of the Baltic, acknow- 
ledged the authority of kings, though without 
relinquifhmg the rights of men^; but in the 
far greater part of Germany, the form of govern* 
ment was a democracy, tempered indeed, and 
controlled, not fo much by general and pofitive 
laws, as by the occafional afcendant of biirth or 
valour, of eloquence or fuperftition **• 
>flem- Civil governments, in their iirft inftitutions, 

people! ^^* are voluntary affociations for mutual defence. To 
obtain the defired end, it is abfolutely neceflary, 
that each individual (hpuld conceive himfelf 
obliged to fubmit his private opinion and ac- 
tions, to the judgment of the greater number of 
his aflbciates. The German tribes were contented 
with this rude but liberal outline of political 
fociety. As foon as a youth, born of free parents, 
had attained the age of manhood, he was intro- 

4* May we not Aifpedl that fuperftition was the parent of defpo- 
tifna ? The dtfcmdantt of Odin (whofe race was not extinA till tho 
year 1060) are faid to have reigned in Sweden above a thou fand years. 
The temple of Upfal was the ancient' feat of religion and empire. 
In the year 1153 I find a fingular law, prohibiting the ofe and pro- 
feflion of arms to any except the king*s guards. Is it not probable 
that it was coloured by the pretence of reviving an old inftitntion } 
Sec Pallin^s Hiftory of Sweden in the Bibliotbeque RaifoDnee. 
tpna. sK and jclv. 

fl Ticit. Gcfo. c. 43, 44 Id. c. 11, Mi 13» ^<^* 

dw«4 
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duced into the general council of his country* chap* 
men, folemnly invefted with, a Ihield and fpear, 
and adopted as an equal and worthy member of 
the military commonwealth. The aflembly of 
the warriors of the tribe was convened at ftated 
feafons, or on fudden emergencies. The trial 
of public offences, the ele^ion of magiftrates^ 
and the great bufinefs of peace and war, were 
determined by its independent voice. Some- 
timeSt indeed, thefe important queftions wera 
previoufly confidered, and prepared in a more 
fele£t council of the principal chieftains^'. The 
magiflrates might deliberatf and. perfuade, the 
people only could refolve and execute; and the 
refolutions of the Germans were for the mod part 
hafty and violent. Barbarians accuftomed to place 
their freedom in gratifying the prefent paffion, 
and their ^ courage in overlooking all future 
confequences, turned away with indignant con* 
tempt from the remonftrances of juftice and 
policy, and it was the pr^^ice to fignify by a 
hollow murmur their diflike of fuch timid 
counfels. But whenever a more popular orator 
propofed to vindicate the meaneft citis^en from 
either foreign or domeftic injury, whenever he 
called upon hk fellow-countrymen to aflfert the 
national honour, or to purfue fome enterprife 
full of danger and glory, a loud clafhing of 
fliields and fpears expreffed the eager applaufe 
of the aflembly. For the Germans always met 

4$ G roll at changes an ex predion of Tacitus, pen^affantar into 
fNttraSamur. The correction is equally juit and in^cmous. 
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c H A p« in arms, and it wa( eonftantly to be dreaded^ 
'_j^^^' left an irreg^ular multitude, inflamed with faflion 
and ftrong liquors, fliould ufe thofe arms to en* 
force, as well as to declare, their furious refolves. 
We may recolle£l how often the diets of Poland 
have been polluted with blood, and the more 
liumerous party has been compelled to yield to 
the more violent and feditious ^. 
Authority A general of the tribe was elefled on occafions 
princes of danger ; and, if the danger was preffing and 
and magi- extenfive, feveral tribes concurred in the choice 
of the fame general. The braveft warrior was 
named to lead his countrymen into the field, 
by his example rather than by his commands. 
But this power, however limited, was ftill invi* 
dious. It expired with the war, and in time of 
peace the German tribes acknowledged not any 
fupreme chief*'. Princes were, however, ap«* 
pointed in the general aflembly, to adminifter 
juftice, or rather to compofe differences^, in 
their refpeftive diftricls. In the choice of thefe 
magiftrates, as much regard was (hewn to birth 
as to merit *^ To each was affigned, by the 
public, a guard, and a council of an hundred 
perfons ; and the firf): of the princes appears to 
have enjoyed a pre-eminence of rank and honour 

46 Even in ettr ancient parliament^ the barons often carried a quef- 
tiun» not fo much by the number of Totes, as by that of their armed 
followers. 

47 Caefarde Bel). Gall. ▼!. %%. 

4* Minttuot controyerfiaft, is a very happy exprefCon of CmCu*u 
49 Reges ex nobilitate, ducts ex virtute fumunt. Tacit* Germ. 7. 
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which fometimes ceiUpted the Romans to com- c h a p^ 
(^ment him with the regal title »^ w^^ 

The comparative view of the powers of the morcabfo- 
magiftrates^ ia two remarkable inftances, is alone the^prot*^ 
fufficient to reprefent the whole fyftcm of Ger- ^J^!^*^ 
man manners. The difpofal of the landed pro« perfons 
perty within their diftrid was abfolutcly veiled GwilJanf, 
in thar hands, and they diftributed it every year 
according to a new divifion^'. At the fam« 
time they were not autborifed to punifli witli ' 
death, to impriibn, or even to ftrike, a private 
citizen'*. A people thus jealous of their per^ 
fons, and carelefs of their pofleifions, mud have 
been totally deftitute of induftry and the arts^ 
but animated with a high fenfe of honour and 
independence. 

The Germans refpeded only thofe duties which Voluntary 
they impofed on themfelves. The mod obfcure menu!* 
foldier refifted with difdain the authority of the 
magiftrates. ^^ The nobleft youths bluflied not 
** to be numbered among the faithful compa- 
*^ nions of fome renowned chief, to whom they 
<^ devoted their arms and fervice. A noble 
^^ emulation prevailed among the companions, to 
*^ obtain the firfl: place in the efteem of (h&r 
^* chief; amongft the chiefs, to acquire the greatell 
^^ number of valiant companions. To* be ever 
*^ furrounded by a band of feled youths, waa 
^^ the pride and flrength of the chiefs, their oma- 
** ment in peace, their defence in war. The 

so Cluver. Germ. Ant. 1. i. c. 3S. 
5> Caerfar, vi. ai* Tacit. Genn. a6t 
s* Tacit, ^rm. 7. 

** glory 
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•* glory of fuch diftinguiOied heroes diffufed itMf 
** beyond the narrow limits of their own tribe* 
•* Prefents and embaflies folicited their friend- 
** fliip, and the fame of their arms often enfured 
** viftory to the party which they efpouied. 
** In the hour of danger it was (hameful for the 
•• chief to be furpafled in valour by bis com* 
^ panions ; fhameful for the companions not to 
•* equal the valour of their chief. To furvive 
" his fall in battle, was indelible infamy. To 
^ proteft his perfon, and to adorn his glory 
** with the trophies of their own exploits, were 
^ the moft facred of •their duties. The chiefs 
" combated for vidory, the companions for the 
** chief. The nobleft warriors, whenever their 
«* native country was funk in the lazinefs of 
** peace, maintained their numerous bands in 
•* fome diftant fcene of aftion, to exercife their 
** reftlefs fpirit, and to acquire renown by vo- 
*' luntary dangers. Gifts worthy of foldiers, the 
" warlike deed, the bloody and ever vi£torious 
** lance, were the rewards which the companions 
■* claimed from the liberality of their chief. 
** The rude plenty of his hofpitable board was 
•* the only pay that be could beftow^ or they 
*« would accept. War, rapine, and the free- 
«* will oflFerings of his friends, fupplied the ma- 
" terials of this munificence ".'* This inftitu- 
tion, however it might accidentally weaken the 
fcveral republics, invigorated the general cha- 
ra£ter of the Germans, and even ripened amongft 

St Tacit. Germ. 13, 14. 
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them all the virtues of which barbarians are fuf* chap. 
ceptible; the faith and valour, the hofpitality y^^^J^m^ 
and the courtefy, fo conTpicuous long afterwards 
in the ages of chivalry. The honourable gifts^ 
beftowed by the chief on his brave companions, 
have been fuppofed^ by an ingenious writer, to 
contain the firft rudiments of the fiefs, diftri- 
buted, after the conqueft of the Roman pro* 
vinces, by the barbarian lords among their vaf- 
fals, with a fimilar duty of homage and military 
fervice". Thefe conditions are, however, very 
repugnant to the maxims of the ancient Germans, 
who delighted in mutual prefents; but without 
either impofing, or accepting, the weight of 
obligations "• 

** In the days of chivalry, or more properly of ^"2?** 
** romance, all the men were brave, and all the ^ ^* 
^* women were chafte;" and notwithftanding 
the latter of thefe virtues is acquired and pre- 
ferved with much more difficulty than the for- 
mer, it is afcribed, almoft without exception, to 
the wives of the ancient Germans. Polygamy 
was not in ufe, except among the princes, and 
among them only for the fake of multiplying 
their alliances. Divorces were prohibited by 
manners rather than by laws. Adulteries were 
puniflied as rare and inexpiable crimes ; nor was 

54 Efprit de$ Loix, I. xxx. c. 3. The brilliant imagination of 
Montefquicu is correfted, however, by the dry cold i-eafon of the 
Abbe do Mably. Oblervations fur i*Hiftoire de France, torn, i, 
p. 3S«. 

55 Gaodent nnuneribiif, fed nee data iDpvtant, dcc acceptit obli- 
§^tur. Tacit. Germ. c. ai, 

feduc* 
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CHAP. 

IX. 



bic caufcf • 



fedufkion juftified by example and fafhion'*. 
We may eafily difcover, that Tacitus indulges 
an honed pleafure in the contrafl: of barbarian 
virtue with the difiblute condud of the Romai 
ladies ; yet there are fome ftriking drcumftances 
that give an air of truths or at leaft of prdlxh 
bility, to the conjugal faith and chaftity of the 
Germans. 
It« proba- - Akhough the progrefs of civilization has un- 
doubtedly contributed to aiTuage the fiercer paf- 
fions of human nature, it feems to have been 
kfs favourable to the virtue of chaftity, whole 
moft dangerous enemy is the foftnefe of the mind. 
The refinements of. life corrupt while theypolifli 
the Intercourfe of the fexes. The grofs appetite 
of love becomes moft dangerous when it is ele- 
vated, or rather, indeed, difguifed by fendmoital 
jpailion* The elegance of drefs, of motioa, and 
.of manners, gives a luftre to beauty, and inflames 
thq fenfes through the imagination. Luxurioui 
entertainments, midnight dances, and licentioos 
fpe^acles, prefent at once temptation and op- 
portunity to female fraihy". From fuch dan- 
gers the unpqliflied wives of the barbarians were 
fecured by poverty, folitude, aQd the painful 
cares of a domeftic life. The German huts, 
open, on every fide, to the eye of indifcretion or 

5* The adulterefs was whipped through the village. N«itl« 
ti^ealth nor beauty could iinpire compaflion, or procatt heraiecoDd 
biifl>aiid> iS, 19. 

• 57 OTid employs two hondred lines in the refearch of places tie 
mod favourable to love. Above all, he confidert the theatre as (be 1 
•lieft idapted tocoUeA the bttutiM of Rome, tnd to meltdnn >»» 
tenderneft and feofuality. 
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jealottfy, were a better fafeguard of conjugal fide* ^ ^ ^ h* 
lity, than the walls, the bolts, and the eunuchs 
of a Perfian haram. To this re^fon, another 
may be added,, of a more honourable nature* 
The Germans treated their women with efteem 
and confidence, confulted them on every occafioa 
of importance, and fondly believed, that in their 
breafts refided a fanflity and wifdom more than 
human^ Some of thefe interpreters of fate, fuch 
as Velleda, in the Batavian war, governed, in tha 
name of the deity, the fierceft nations of Ger* 
many '*. The reft of the fex, without being 
adored as goddefles, were refpeded as the free 
and equal companions of fbldiers ; aflbciated^ 
even by the marriage ceremony, to a life of toiI» 
of danger, and of glory '^ In their great inva* 
fions, the camps of the barbarians were filled 
with a multitude of women, who remained firm 
and undaunted amidft the found of arms, the 
various forms of deftrudion, and the honourable 
Wounds of their fons and huibands.^^ Fainting 
armies of Germans have more than once been 
driven back upon the enemy, by the generous 
defpair of the women, who dreaded death much 
lefs than fervitude. If the day was irrecoverably 
loft, they well knew how to deliver themfelves 
and their children, with their own hands, from 

^« Tacit. Hi'ft. IT. 61. 65. 

59 The marriage prefent wat a yoke of oxen, hories, and arm«* 
See Germ. c. iS. Tacitus is fomewhat too florid on the fubjeS, 

60 The change of exis*re into €Xir£ere is a mod exceUeot correct 
tion. 

Vol. I. B b .an 
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CHAP, an infulting viftor *'. Heroines of fuch a caft 
K^nm^^^^mmj may claim our admiration ; but they were nM)il 
affurcdly neither lovely, nor very fufceptible of 
love. Whilft they affedlcd to emulate the fteru 
virtues of man^ they mufl have refigned that at- 
traflive foftnefs in which principally con(i(ls the 
charm and weaknefs of woman. Confcious pride 
taught the German females to fupprcfs every 
tender emotion that flood in competition with 
honour, and the firft honour of the fex has ever 
been that of chaftity. The femiments and con- 
dud of thefe high-fpirited matrons may, at once, 
be confidered as a caufe, as an effect, and as a 
proof of the general character of the nation. 
Female courage, however it may be raifed by 
fanaticifm, or confirmed by habit, can be only a 
faint and imperfed imitation of the m^ly valour 
that diftinguiihes the age or country in which it 
may be found. 
ReligioA. The religious fyftem of the Germans (if the 
wild opinions of favages can deferve that name) 
was dilated by their wants, their fears, and 
their ignorance **. They adored the great viiibie 
objeds and agents of nature, the Sun and the 

*' Tacit. Germ. c. 7. Plntarch, in Mano. Before the wiwt of 
theTeutoncs Jeftroyed tbemfelves and their children, they had o&rcd 
tofurrenHer, on condition chat they (hould he received as the flaves «f 
the vcdal virgins. 

^^ Tacitus has employed a few lines, and Cluverius one bund/ed 
and twenty- four pages, on this ohicuie fuhje^. The former dif- 
covers in Germany the gods of Greece and Rome. The latter is po- 
fitive, that under the cmbicnis of the iun, the moon^ and the fire, hh 
pious anccitors wciiliipptd the Tiiaity in unity. 

Hood, 
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Moon» the Fire and the Earth j together with ^ "^^ p* 
thofe imagmary deities, who were fuppofed to 
prefide over the moft important occupations of 
human life. They were perfuaded, that, by 
fome ridiculous arts of divination, they ceuld 
difcover the will of the fuperiour beings, and that 
human facrifices were the moft precious and 
acceptable offering to their altars. Some ap« 
plaufe has been haftily beftowed on the fublime 
notion, entertained by that people, of the Deity, 
ixrhom they neither confined within the walls of a 
temple, nor reprefented by any human figure; 
but when we recoiled, that the Germans were 
unfkilled in architecture, and totally unacquainted 
with the art of fculpture, we (hall readily 
aflign the true reafon of a fcruple, which arofe 
not fo much from a fuperiority of reafon, as from 
a want of ingenuity. The only temples in Ger- 
many were dark and ancient groves, confecrated 
by the reverence of fucceeding generations* Their 
fecrct gloom, the imagined refidence of an in- 
vifible power, by prefenting no diftinft objed 
of fear or worfbip, impreffed the mind with a 
ftiil deeper fenfe of religious horror *** ; and the 
priefts, rude and illiterate as they were, had been 
taught by experience the ufe of every artifice that 
could preferve and fortify impreflions fo well fuited 
to their own intereft. 



^1 The facred wood, dcfcnlied wirii fuch fubltme horror by Lucan, 
was ID th« neighbourhood of M«riciJlcft t but there were many of the 
Cime kind in Germany. 

B b 3 Th« 
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CHAP. The fame ignorance which readers barbarian^ 
<i,^^.^i„> incapable of conceiving or embracing the ufefiil 
itseffeat fefir^iQts of laws, czpofes them naked and un- 
armed to the blind terrors of fupeiftition. The 
GeflBian priefts, improving this faivourable tem- 
per of their countrymen, had aflumed a juri£i 
d^on, even in temporal concerns, which the 
m^iftrate could Aot venture to exercife ; and the 
haughty warrior patiently fubmitted to the lafli 
of corredion, when it was inflided^ not by 
any human power, but by the immediate order 
of the god of war ^. The defe&s of dvil policy 
were fomettmes fupplied by the inierpofition of 
eccleilaftical authority. The latter was con- 
ftantly exerted to maintain filence and decency in 
the popular aflemblies; and was fiometimes ex« 
tended to a more enlarged concern for the iia*> 
tional welfare. A folemn proeeffion was occa« 
fionally celebrated in the prefent countries of 
Mecklenburgh and Pomerania. The unknown 
fymbol of the Earthy covered with a thick veil, 
was placed on a carriage drawn by cows ; and ta 
this manner the goddefs, whofe common refi* 
dence was in the iile of Rugen, vificed £bveral 
adjacent tribes of her worihippers. During her 
progrefs, the found of war was huflied, quarrels 
jwere fufpended, arms laid afide, and the reiUeb 
Germans bad an opportunity of tailing the bleff- 
ings of peace aad harmony**. The truce ofGod^ 
k) often and fo ineiib&ually proclaimed by the 

^ Tacit. Gcrmaniiiy c. 7. ^S TaciN Germinta, cf. 40. 
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clergy of the eleventh century, was an obvious ^ ^^^ ^-^ 
imitation of this ancient cndom ^^ 

But the . influence of religion was far more in war. 
powerful to inflame, than to moderate, the fierce 
pafiions of the Germans. Intereft and fanaticifm 
ofren prompted its minifters to fan^ify the mod 
daring and the mod unjuit enterprifes, by th(^ 
approbation of Heaven, and full alTurances of 
fuccefs. The confecrated ftandards, long revered 
in the grove* of fu perdition, were phced in the 
front of the battle *' j and the hoftile army was 
devoted with dire execrations to the gods of war 
and of thunder ^\ In the hiih of foldiers (and 
iuch were the Germans) cowardice is the mod 
unpardonable of fms. A brave man was the 
worthy favourite of their martial deities; the 
wretch who had bd his ihield, was alike banifhed 
from the religtous and the civil aflemblies of his 
countrymen. Soqie tribes of the north feem to 
have embraced the doftrine of tranfmigration ^% 
others imagined a grofs paradife of immortal 
druakennefs '^ AU agreed, that a life fpent in 
arms, and ^ glorious death in battle, were the bed 
preparationSvfor a happy futurity^ either in this or 
in smother irorldf 

^ Sec Dr. Robertfon'sHiftory of CharlesV. toI. i. note le. 

^ Tacit. Germ. c. 7. f^rfc iiandirdd were only the beads of 
fviM beiftt. 

^* See an inftance of this cuftom, Tacit. Anna], xiiu 57. 

*9 Caefar, Diodorusy and Lucan, feem to afcribe this do^rine to 
the Ga«U, bat M. Pelloutier (Hitloire des Cettet, 1. iii. (. iS.) 
labours to reduce their expreflSons to a more orthodox fenfe. 

70 Concerning this grofs but alluring do^rine of the Edda» fee 
Fable xx. in the curious verfion of that book» publiQied by M. Mai. 
]et^ in bit Introduaioa to the Hidory of Deninaik* 

B b 3 The 
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chap: The immortality fo vainly promiled by the 
v.— -N/-^ priefts, was in fome degree conferred by the 
The bards, ^j^^ds^ That fingular order of men has moft 
defervedly attraded the notice of all who have 
attempted to inveftigate the antiquities of the 
CeltS) the Scandinavians, and the Germans. 
Their genius and charaSer, as well as the reve- 
rence paid to that important ofEce, have been 
fufEciently illuftrated* But we cannot fo eaiily 
(exprefs, or even conceive, the enthufiafm of 
arms and glory which they kindled in the bread 
of their audience. Among a poliihed people, a 
tafte for poetry is rather an amufement of the 
fancy, than a paflion of the foul. And yet, 
when in calm retirement we perufe the combats 
defcribed by Homer or Taffo, we are infenfibly 
feduced by the fidion, and feel a momentary 
glow of martial ardour. But how faint, how 
f:old is the fenfation which a peaceful mind can 
receive from folitary ftudy ! It was in the hour 
of battle, or in the fead of victory, that the bards 
celebrated the glory of heroes of ancient days, 
the ancedors of thofe warlike chieftains who liftened 
with tranfport to their artlefs but animated drains. 
The view of arms and of danger heightened the 
effefl of the military fpng ; and the paflions which 
. it tended to excite, the defire of fame, and the 
contempt of death, were the habitual fentiments of 
a German mind *'. 

Such 



7' See Tacit. Germ. Ct 3. Diodor. Sicul. 1. t. Strabo, 1. ir. 
p. 197. The dafllcal reader may rtmembcr the rank of Deinodocut 
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Such was the fituation, and fuch- were the chap. 

IX 

manners^ of th€ ancient Germans. Their cli- v.«— v-^ 
mate, their want of learning, of arts, and of ^JV'** 
laws, their notions of honour, of gallantry, and checked 
of religion, their fenfe of freedom, impatience j^I^Iu^nhe 
of peace, and third of enterprife, all contributed . German*, 
to form a people of military heroes. And yet we , 
find, that, during more than two hundred and, 
fifty years that elapfed from the defeat of Varus » 
to the reign of Decius, thefe formidable barba- 
rians made few condderable attempts, and not 
any material imprellion, on the luxurious and 
enilaved provinces of the empire. Their progreft 
was checked by their want of anps and difcipline, 
and their fury was diverted by the inteftine divi« 
fions of ancient Geripany. 

L It has been obferved, with ingenuity, and Want of 
not without truth, that the command of iron **^™* 
foon gives a nation the command of gold. But 
the rude tribes of Germany, alike deftitute of 
both thofe valuable metals, were reduced flowly 
to acquire, by their unaffifted flrength, the pof* 
£eflion of the one as well as the other. The 
face of a German arn^y difplayed their poverty of 
iron. Swords, and the longer kind of lances, 
they could feldom ufe. Their framaz (as- they 
called them in their own language) were long 
fpears headed with a iharp but narrow iron point, 

in the Phaeacian court, and the at dour infufed by Tyrtaeus into the 
fainting S}>artans. Yet there is Utile probability that the Greeks and. 
the Germans were the fame people. Much Iraineii trifling might be 
ipweJ, if our antiquarians would condefcend to rtfl<:3,'tbat (imllar 
manners wiU naturally be produced by fimilaj: iituations* 
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^ ^^ ^* and which, as occafion required, they either clarted 
yt^y'W from a diftance, or pu&ed in clofe onfet. With 
this fpear, and with a ihield, their cavalry was 
contented* A multitude of darts, foattered '^ 
with incredible forces were an additional refource 
of the infantry. Their military drefs, when 
they wore any, was nothing more thsin a loofe 
mantle. A variety of colours was the only 
ornament of their wooden or ofier ihields. Few 
of the chiefs, were diftinguiflied by cnirafles, 
fcarce any by helmets. Though the horfes of 
Germany were neither beautiful, fwift, nor prac* 
tifed in the Ikilful evolutions of the Roman ma« 
nage, feveral of the nations obtained renown by 
their xavalry; but, in general, th^ prmcipal 
firength of the Germans confifted in their infan- 
try^, which was drawn up in feveral deep co- 
lumns, according to the diftinflion of tribes and 
•ndofdif. families. Impatient of fatigue or delay, thefe 
«Ap>»nC' haltarmed warriors rufhed to battle with diflb- 
nant (houts and difordered ranks } and fometimes, 
by the effort pf native valour, prevailed over 
the conftrained and more artificial bravery of 
the Roman mercenaries. But as the bsffbarians 
poured forth their whole fouls on the firft on&t, 
they knew not how to rally or to retire. A 
repulfe was a fure defeat; and a defeat was 
moft commonly total deftrudion. When we 

7s Mifiilia fpirgtiiify Tacit. Otrm. e. €, Either tlMt hiSonsn 
ufed a ragoe expre(Koii| or he meant that the/ were thrown ftc »•• 
dom* 

71 It was their principal diftinAion from the Samattant, who fe. 
nei-ally fought on horAfhacfc. 

recoIk£t 
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recoiled the complete annoar of the Romait ^ " * •*• 

rx* 

foldiers, their difcipline, exercifes, evolutions, 
fortified camps, and military engines, it appears 
a joft matter of furprife, how the naked and 
unaffifted valour of the barbarians could dare to 
encounter in the field, the ftrength of the legions, 
and the various troops of the auxiliaries, which 
feconded their operations. The conteft was too 
unequal, till the introdudlion of luxury had enerv- 
ated the vigour, and a fpirit of difobedience 
and fedition had relaxed the difcipline, of the 
Roman armies. The introduftion of barbarian 
auxiliaries into thofe armies, was a meafure at« 
tended with very obvious dangers, as it might 
gradually inftrud the Germans in the arts of war 
and of policy. Although they were admitted in 
fmall numbo-s and with the ftrickeft precaution, 
the example of Civilis was proper to convince 
the Romans, that the danger was not imaginary, 
and that their precautions were not always fufE- 
cient ^*. During the civil wars that followed the 
death of Nero, that artful and intrepid Batavian, 
whom his enemies condefcended to compare 
with Hannibal and Sertorius '% formed a great 
deiiga of freedom and ambition. Eight Batavian 
cohorts, renowned in the wars of Britain and 
Italy, repaired to his ftandard. He introduced 
dn zxmj of Qeroians into Qaul, prevailed 

7^ The relation of this enterprife occupies a great part of the fourth 
and fifth books of .the Hiftory of Tacitus, and is more remarluible 
for Its eloquence than perfpicuity. Sir Henry Saville has obferved 
leveral tnaccnraciet. 

7; Ta^it. Hift. iv. 13. Like thc!ni he had loft ao e]re« 
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CHAP, on the powerful ciiies of Treves and Langres to 
\.^^^s ^ ^f embrace his caufe, defeated the legions, deftroyed 
their fortified camps, and employed againft the 
Romans the military knowledge which he had 
acquired in their fervice. When at length, after 
an obftinate ftruggle, he yielded to the power of 
the empire, Civilis fecured himfelf and his coun- 
try by an honourable ireaty. The Batavians ftill 
continued to occupy the iflands of the Rhine ^% 
the allies, not the fervants, of the Roman mo- 
narchy. 
CivW dif- II- The ftrength of ancient Germany appears 
Gelman''^ formidable, when we confider the effefts that 
might have been produced by its united effort* 
The wide extent of country might very poffibly 
contain a million of warriours, as all who were of 
age to bear arms were of a temper to ufe them. 
But this fierce multitude, incapable of concert- 
ing or executing any plan of national greatnefs, 
was agitated by various and often hoftile inten- 
tions. Germany was divided into more than 
forty independent dates ; and, even in each ftate, 
the union of the fevcral tribes was extremely 
loofe and precarious. The barbarians were eafily 
provoked ; they knew not how to forgive an in- 
jury, much lefs an infult ; their refentments were 
bloody and implacable. The cafual difputes that 
fo frequently happened in their tumultuous par- 
ties of hunting or drinking, were fufficient to 

7* It was contained between the two branches of the old Rhine, 
at they fubiiftcd before the face of the country was changed by ait and 
nature. Sec Ciuvcr* German. Auti^. 1« iii« c. 30. v 

inflame 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 379 

mflamc the minds of whole nations ; the private ^ ha p. 
feud of any confiderable chieftains difFufed itfelf v^-i^w 
among their followers and allies. To chaflife 
the infolent, or to plunder the defencelefs, were 
alike caufes of war. The moft. formidable ftates 
of Germany affedled to encompafs their territo- 
ries with a wide frontier of folitude and devaila* 
tion. The awful diftance preferred by their 
neighbours; attefted the terror of their arms, 
and in fome meafure defended them from the 
danger of unexpedled incurfions.^\ 

" The Bruderi (it is Tacitus who now fpeaks) foment^a 
" were totally exterminated by the neighbouring ^y »»»« i»- 
" tribes '*, provoked by their infolence, allured Roine. 
" by the hopes of fpoil, and perhaps infpired by 
*^ the tutelar deities of the empire. Above fixty 
" thoufancj barbarians were cleftroyed ; not by 
" the Roman arms, but in our fight, and for 
" our entertainment. May the nations, enemies 
" of Rome, ever preferve this enmity to each 
** other ! We have now attained the utmoft 
" verge of profperity^*, and have nothing left 
" to demand of Fortune, except the difcord of 
" thefe barbarians '^" Thefe fentimcnts, lefs 

77 Ca?r»r de Bell. Gall. J vl. 23. 

7* They arc mentioned however in the ivth and vth cen tunes by 
Nazartusy Ammianns, Claiidian, See* as a cribe of Franks. See 
Cluvcr. Gfrm. Antiq. I. ii». c. 13, 

79 Urgentibui is the common readings but good fenfe, Lipfius, and 
fome MSS. declare for Vtrgentibutn 

«• Tacit. Gei mania, c. 35. J'hc pious Abbe de la RIeterie is very 
«ngry vich Tacitus, talki oi the dcviJ who was a murderer from the 
bcginningt &c. &c. 

7 worthy 
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worthy of the humanity than of the patriotlfm 
of Tacitus, exprefs the invariable maxims of 
the policy of his countrymen. They deemed it 
a much fafer expedient to divide than to combat 
the barbarians, from whofe defeat they could 
derive neither honour nor advantage. The 
money and negociations of Rome infmuatcd 
themfelves into the heart of Germany ; and every 
art of feduftion was ufed with dignity, to con. 
ciliate thofe nations whom their proximity to 
the Rhine or Danube mit>ht render the mod 
ufeful friends, as well as the moft trouMefome 
enemies. Chiefs of renown and power were 
flattered by the moft trifling prefents, which they 
received either as marks of diftinclion, or as the 
inftruments of luxury. In civil diffentions, the 
weaker fiiSion endeavoured to ftrengthen its 
intereft by entering into fecret connexions with 
the governors of the frontier provinces. Every 
quarrel among the Germans was fomented by the 
intrigues of Rome ; and every plan of union and 
public good was defeated by the ftronger bias of 
private jcaloufy and intereft ". 

The general confpiracy which terrified the 
Romans under the reign of Marcus Antoninus, 
comprehended almoft all the nations of Germany, 
and even Sarmatia, from the mouth of the Rhine 



«« Many traces of thit policy may be rfifcovercd in Ttdtui wd 
Dion J and many more may be inferred from the principles of humaB 
nature. 
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to that of the Danube •*. It is iropoffibic for ^ "^"^ ^* 
us to determine whether this hafty confederation ^-^^^^'^^ 
was formed by necefficy, by reafon, or by paf- 
fion; but we may red affured, that the barba- 
rians were neither allured by the indolence, or 
provoked by the ambition, of the Roman mo- 
narch. This dangerous invafion required all the 
firmnefs and vigilance of Marcus. He fixed 
generals of ability in the feveral ftations of at- 
tack, and affumed in perfon the conduA of the 
mod important province on the Upper Danube* 
After a long and doubtful confiift, the fpirit of 
the barbarians was fubdued. The Quadi and 
the Marcomanni'% who had taken the lead in 
the war, were the moft feverely puniihed in its 
cataftrophe. They were commanded to retire 
five miles** from their own banks of the Da- 
nube, and to deliver up the flower of the youth^ 
who were immediately fent into Britain, a remote 
iiland, where they might be fecure as hoftages, 
and ufeful as foldiers *^ On the frequent rebelr 
lions of the Quadi and Marcomanni, the irri^ 
rated emperor refolved to reduce their country 



S> Hi ft. Auguft. p. 31. Am ID tan. MarccUin. 1. xxxi. C. S» 
Aurel. Vifior. The tinperor Marcus was reduced to fell the rich 
furniture of the palace, aud to inlili (laves and robbers. 

*l The Marcomanni, a colony, who, from the banks of the 
Rhine, occupied Hubeinia and Motavia, had once ere^ed a great 
and foriuidabJe monaicby under their king Maroboduus* See 
Strabo, 1. vii. Veil. Pat. ii. 105. Tacit. Annal. ii. 63. 

»4 Mr. Wotton (Hiftory of Rome, p. 166.) increafet the pr4- 
bibition to ten times the diliance. His reai'oning is ipecious, but 09t 
concluiive. Five miles weie fu^ciuit for a fortified hairier* 

*S JOioD» L Ixxi, and Ixxii* 

into 
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into the form of a province. His defigns were 
difappointed by death. This formidable league, 
however, the only one that appears in the two 
firft centuries of the Imperial hiftory, was en- 
tirely diflipated, without leaving any traces behind 
in Germany, 
Diflinaion In the courfe of this introduftory chapter, we 
*** ***uibe«I ^^^^ confined ourfelves to the general outlines of 
^he manners of Germany, without attempting to 
defcribe or to diftinguifh the various tribes which 
filled that great country in the time of Csfar, 
of Tacitus, or of Ptolemy. As the ancient, or 
as new tribes fucceilively prefent themfelves in 
the feries of this hiflory^ we (hall concifely men- 
tion their origin, their fituation, and their par- 
ticular charadler. Modern nations are fixed and 
permanent focieties, conne£led among themfelves 
by laws and government, bound to their native 
foil by arts and agriculture. The German tribes 
were voluntary and fiuduating aflbciations of 
foldiers, almoft of favages. The fame territory 
often changed its inhabitants in the tide of con- 
queft and emigration. The fame communitiea, 
uniting in a plan of defence or invafion, beftowed 
a new title on their new confederacy. The dif- 
folution of an ancient confederacy, reftored to the 
independent tribes their peculiar but long for- 
gotten appellation. A vidorious Hate often 
communicated its own name to a vanquifhed 
people. Sometimes crowds of volunteers flock- 
ed from all parts to the flandard of a favourite 
leader ; his camp became their country, and fome 
circumflance of the enterprife foon gave a com- 
mon 
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mon denomination to the mixed multitude. The ^ ^^^ ^• 
diftinftions of the ferocious invaders were perpe- -^i"^^--*^ 
tually varied by themfelves, and confounded by 
the aftoniflied fubjefts of the Roman empire **. 

Wars, and the adminiftration of public affairs, Numbcrt. 
are the principal fubjedls of hiftory ; but the 
number of perfons interefted in thefe bufy fcenes, 
is very different, according to the different con* 
dition of mankind. In great monarchies, mil- 
lions of obedient fubjefts purfue their ufeful oc- 
cupations in peace and obfcurity. The attention 
of the Writer, as well as of the Reader, is folely 
confined to a court, a capital, a regular army, 
and the diftricts which happen to be the occa« 
fional fcene of military operations. But a ftate 
of freedom and barbarifm^ the feafon of civil 
commotions, or the fituation of petty republics *% 
raifes almoft every member of the community 
mto adion, and confequently into notice. The 
irregular divifions, and the reftlefs motions, of 
the people of Germany, dazzle our imagination, 
and feem to multiply their numbers. The pro* 
fufe enumeration of kings and warriors, of armies 
and nations, inclines us to forget that the fame 
objefU ure continually repeated under a variety 
of appellations, and that the mod fplendid ap^ 
pellations have been frequently lavifhed on the 
mpfl inconfiderable objeds. 

•* S« an excellent dlflkftation on tlic origin and migrations of 
nations; in the Meinoiresdc TAcaHemie des Infcripiions, torn, xviii, 
P* 4S-->7f • It Js (eldom that the antiquarian and the pliilofopber afc 
Co happily blended. 

*7 Should we fufjitfl tKat A^l^ens contnined only it,oqo citizens, 
aid Sparta bo mprc than 39 co^? See Hntr.e and Wallace on itkt 
aii4i)bcr of maiditiud iu ancieut and nwdeiu pmcs* 
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CHAP. X. 

The Emperors Deciiis^ Callus, JEmilianus, Valerian^ 
and Gallienus. — The general Irruption of the Bar* 
barians.'^The thirty Tyrants. 

CHAP. T7R0M the great fecular games celebrated by 
v-^^-v^i,^ Philip to the death of the emperor Gallie* 
^*'h"?'b* nus, there elapfed twenty years of fhame and 
jea. misfortune. During that calamitous period, every 

^a68.**' inftant of time was marked, every province erf 
the Roman world was afflided, by barbarous in* 
vaders and military tyrants, and the ruined em* 
pire feemed to approach the laft and fatal mo« 
xnent of its diffolution. The confufion of the 
times, and the fcarcity of authentic memorials, 
oppofe equal difficulties to the hiftorian, who at* 
tempts to preferve a clear and unbroken thread 
of narration. Surrounded with imperfed frag* 
ments, always concife, often obFcure, and fome* 
times contradictory, he is reduced to colled, to 
compare, and to conjedure: and though he 
ought never to place his conjedures in the rank 
of fads, yet the knowledge of human nature, 
and of the fure operation of its fierce and unre* 
ftrained paffions, might, on fome occafi<»is, fuj^y 
- the want of hiftorical materials. 
Tiietiiipcu There is not, for inflance, any difficulty in 
^^ *'^' conceiving, that the fucceffive murders of fcr 
many emperors had loofened all the ties of alle- 
giance between the prince and people ; that all 
I the 
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the generals of Philip were difpofed tb imitate chap. 
the exam[^ of their matter ; and that the caprice ^j-^-i^ 
of armies, long fince habituated to frequent and 
violent revolutions, might every day raife to the 
throne the moft obfcure of their fellow-foldiers^ 
Hiftory can only a^ld, that the rebellion againfl: 
the emperor Philip broke out in the fummer of 
the year two hundred and forty-nine, among the 
legions of Msefia; and that a fubaltern officer' 
named Marinus, was the objed of their feditious 
choice. Philip was alarmed. He dreaded left 
the treafon of the Maefian army ihould prove the 
firft fpafk of a general conflagratioti. Diftraded 
ivith th^ eonfcioufnefs of his guilt and of his dan- 
ger, h^ communicated the intelligence to the fe- 
nate. A gloomy filence prevailed, the effeft of 
fear, and perhaps of difaffeftioni till at length Senrtccs, 
Decius, one of the affembly, affuming a fpirit to!^, ind" 
worthy of his ndble extraftion, ventured to dif- >;«»«« o^ 
cover more mtrepidity than the emperor feemed rorDcciui. 
to poffefs. He treated the whole bufinefs with ^-^-w- 
contempt, as a hafty and inconiiderate tumult, 
and Philip's rival as a phantom of royalty, who 
in a very few days would be deftroyed by the 
fame inconftancy that had created him. The 
fpeedy completion of the prophecy infpired Phi- 
lip with a juft efteem for fo able a counfellor; 
and Decius appeared to him the only perfon ca- 
pable of reftoring peace and difcipline to an 
army, whofe tumultuous fpirit did not immedi- 

' The expreilion uied by Zofimut and Zooarat may fignify that 
Marinui commanded a century, a cohort, or a legion* 

Vol. I. C c ately 
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atcly fabfide after the murder of Marinus^ Dcciu«, 
who long refifted his own nomination, ieems to 
have infmuated the danger of prefenting a leader 
of merit, to the angry and apprehenfive minds 
of the foldiers ; and his predidion was again 
confirmed by the event. The legions of Maefia 
forced their judge to become their accom* 
plxce. They left him only the alternative of 
death or the purple. His fubfequent condud, 
after that decifive meafure, was unavoidable* 
He conduced or followed his army to the con- 
fines of Italy, whither Philip, collecting all his 
force to repel the formidable competitor whom 
he had raifed up, advanced to meet him. The 
Imperial troops were fuperior in number*; but 
the rebels formed an army of veterans, com- 
manded by an able and experienced leader. 
Philip was either killed in the battle, or put to 
death a few days afterwards at Verona. His fon 
and aflfociate in the empire was maflacred at 
Rome by the Prxtorian guards; and the viSo* 
rious Decius, with more favourable circumftances 
than the ambition of that age can ufually plead, 
was univerfally acknowledged by the fenate and 
provinces. It is reported, that, immediately 
after his reluctant acceptance of the title of Au« 

« His birth at Bubulia, a little village in Pannonia (Eutrop. iz. 
ViAorin Caefarib. epitom.), fetrnt to contradiA, unleft it was merely 
accidental, his fuppofed defcent from the Decii. Six hundred years 
had beftowed nobility on the Decii | but at the commencement of that 
period, they were only Plebeians of merit, and among the firft who 
/h«rcd the confulftiip with the haughty Patricians. Plebeise Deciorum 
anim«, &c. Juvenal, Sat. viii. 454. See the fpiriied fpeech of 
DeciuSy in Livy, x. 9, lo. 

2 guftus, 
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goftoSy he had aflured Philip by a private meflage^ chap. 
of his ixmocence and loyalty, folemnly protefting, -^^-^^ 
that on his arrival in Italy, he would reiign the 
Imperial ornaments, and return to the condition 
of an obedient fubje£b. His profeflions might 
be fincere. But in the iituation where fortune 
bad placed him, it was fcarcely poifible that he' 
could either forgive or be forgiven '. 

The emperor Decius had employed a few Hemareiiet 
months in the works of peace and the adminiftra- cl»tht/ 
don of juftice, when he was fummoned to the a.d.»j«. 
banks of the Danube by the invafion of the 
Goths. This is the firll confiderable occafion 
in which hiftory mentions that great people, who 
afterwards broke the Roman power, facked the 
Capitol, and reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Italy. 
So memorable was the part which they afted in 
the fubverfion of the Weftern empire, that the 
name of Goths is frequently but improperly ufed 
as a general appellation of rude and warlike bar* 
barifm. 

In the beginning of the (ixth century, and after Origin of 
the conqueft of Italy, the Goths, in poffeflion of '^I^^IaL 
prefent greatnefs, very naturally indulged them- dinftvia. 
felves in the profped of pad and of future glory. 
They wiihed to preferve the memory of their an- 
ceftors, and to tranfmit to pofterity their own at- 
chievements. The principal minifter of the court 
of Ravenna, the learned Cafiiodorus, gratified the 
inclination of the conquerors in a Gothic hiftory, 
ivhich confided of twelve books, now reduced to 

I ZofifflttSy l.i. p»ao» Zonarat^ l.xii. p* 614* Edit. Louvre* 

C c a the 



Digitized by 



Google 



38B THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 
X. 



the imperfeft abridgment of Jornandes*. Thefe 
writers pafled with the moft artful concifenefs 
over the misfortunes of the nation, celebrated its 
fuccefsful valour, and adorned the triumph with 
many Afiatic trophies, that more properly be- 
longed to the people of Scythia. On the faith of 
ancient fongs, the uncertain, but the only me- 
morials of barbarians, they deduced the firft 
origin of the Goths, from the vaft ifland, or pe- 
ninfula, of Scandinavia '. That extreme country 
of the north was not unknown to the conquerors 
of Italy: the ties of ancient confangutnity had 
been ftrengthened by recent offices of friendihip ; 
and a Scandinavian king had cheerfully abdicated 
his favage greatnefs, that he might pafs the re- 
mainder of his days in the peaceful and poUfhed 
court of Ravenna *• Many veftiges, which can- 
not be afcribed to the arts of popular vanity, at- 
teft the ancient refidence of the Goths in the 
countries beyond the Baltic. From the time of 
the geographer Ptolemy, the fouthern part of 
Sweden feems to have continued in the poffeiBon 
of the lefs enterprifing remnant of the nation, and 
a large territory is even at prefent divided into 
eaft and wed Gothland. During the middle ages 
(from the ninth to the twelfth century) whiUt 
Chriftianity was advancing with a flow progrefs 
into the north, the Goths and the Swedes com- 

4 See the prefaces of CafTioclorus and Jornandes : it is furprifing 
that the latter fliould be omitted in the excellent edition publifhed by 
Grotius, of the Gothic writers. 

5 On the authority of Ablavius, Jornandes quotes foinc old Goibie 
chronicles in verfe. De Keb. Gciicis, c. 4>. ^ 

6 Jornandes, c. 3. 

pofed 
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pofed two diftiiift and fometlmes hoflile mem- 
bers of the fame monarchy ^ The latter of thef^ 
two names has prevailed without extinguifliing 
the former. The Swedes, who might well be 
fatisfied with their own fame in arms, have in every: 
age claimed the kindred glory of the Goths. In ^ 
moment of difcontent againft the court of Rome, 
Charles the Twelfth infinuated, that his viftorious 
troops were not degenerated from their brave an- 
ceftors, who had already fubdued the miftret of 
the world '. 

Till the end of the eleventh century, a cele- Reii^'on 
brated temple fubfifted at Upfal, the moft confi- qq!"^^^ 
derablc town of the Swedes and Goths. It was 
enriched with the gold which the Scandinavians 
had acquired in their piratical adventures, and 
fandified by the uncouth reprefentations of the 
three principal deities, the god of war, the god- 
defs of generation, and the god of thunder. la 
the general feftival, that was folemnized every 
ninth year, niije ?inipials of every fpecies (with* 
out excepting the hunian) were facrificed, and 
their bleeding bodies fufpended in the facred 
grove adjacent to th^ temple ^. The only traces 

that 

7 See in the Prolegomena of Grotios fome large cxfra6l$ from Adam 
of Bremen, and Saxo.Grammaticu8. The former wrote in the year 
1077, the latter flouriflied about the year i*QO. 

8 Voltaire, Hirtoire dc Charles XII. I.iii. When the Auftrians 
dcHred the aid of the court of Rome againft Guftavus Adolphus, they 
always r«»prefcnted that conqueror as the lineal fucceflbr of Alaric. 
Hartc's Hiftory of Guftavus, vol. ii. p. 113. 

9 See Adam of Bremen in Grotii Prolegomenii, p. 104., The 
temple of Upfal was dcftroycd by Ingo king of Swcilen, who began his 

C c 3 *«'gn 
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that now fubfift of this barbaric fuperftition are 
contained in the Edda, a fyftem of mythology, 
compiled in Iceland about the thirteenth century, 
and (ludied by the learned of Denmark and Swe- 
den, as the mod valuable remains of their ancient 
traditions. 

Notwithftanding the myfterious obfcurity of 
'the Edda, we can eafily diftinguifli two perfons 
confounded under the name of Odin ; the god of 
war, and the great legiflator of Scandinavia. 
The latter, the Mahomet of the north, inftituted 
a religion adapted to the climate and to the 
people. Numerous tribes on either fide of the 
Baltic were fubdued by the invincible valour of 
Odin, by his perfuafive eloquence, and by the 
hmcj which he acquired, of a moft {kilfiil ma- 
gician. The faith that he had propagated dur- 
ing a long and profperous life, he confirmed by 
a voluntary death. Apprehenfive of the igno- 
minious approach of difeafe and infirmity, he re- 
folved to expire as became a warrior. In a folemn 
aflembly of the Swedes and Goths, he wounded 
himfelf in nine mortal places, haflening away (as 
he alTerted with his dying voice) to prepare the feaft 
of heroes in the palace of the god of war '**. 

The native and proper habitation of Odin is 
didinguifhed by the appellation of As-gard. The 
happy refemblance of that name with As-burg, 

rei^n in the year 1075, and about fourfcore years afterwards a Chriftias 
cathedral was ert^ed on its ruins. See Dalin's Hiftor}- of Sweden, ia 
the Bihliothtque Kaifonn^e. 
<o Mallet, IntroduAion a rHiftoiie da Pannemarc. 

or 
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-or As-of ", words of a fimilar fignification, has ch a Pt 
.given rife to an hiftorical fyftem of fo pleafmg a _,^^-^_r 
contexture, that we could almoft wifti to perfuade 
ourfelves of its truth. It is fuppofcd that Odin 
was the chief of a tribe of barbarians which dweh 
on the banks of the lake Maeotis, till the fall of 
Mithridates and the arms of Pompey menaced 
the north with fervitude. That Odin, yielding 
with indignant fury to a power which he was un- 
able to refift, conduced his tribe from the fron- 
tiers of the Aiiatic Sarmatia into Sweden, with 
the great defign of forming, in that inacceflible re- 
treat of freedom, a religion and a people, which, 
in fome remote age, might be fubfervient to his 
immortal revenge; when his invincible Goths, 
armed with martial fanalicifm, fhould iflue in 
numerous fwarms from the neighbourhood of the 
Polar circle, to chaftife the oppreflbrs of man- 
kind". 

If fo many fucceffive generations of Goths were Emigra. 
capable of preferving a faint tradition of their gJJiJ*/^^ 
JScandinavian origin, we muft not expert, from fromScui- 

dinavia 
into Pnif« 

>■ Mailer, e* W, p. 55, hat colle^led from Strabo, Pliny, PtoleiDj, fiat 
iiiil Stephanus Bysantinus, the veftig«t of fuch a city and people. 

>> This wonderful expedition of Odin, which, by deducing tht 
enniity of the Goths and Romans from fo mennorable a caufe, might 
fupply the noble 'groundwork of an Epic poem, cannot fafely be 
feceived aa authentic hiftory. According to the obvious fenfe of 
the Edda, and the interpretation of the moft (kilful critics^t As.gard, 
inftead of denoting a real city of the Afiatic Sarmatia, is the fiflitiout 
appellation of the myftic abode of the gods, the Olympus of Scandi- 
navia 1 from whence the prophet was fuppofcd to defcend, when he 
announced bis new religion to the Gothic nations, who were already 
itatcd in the foiitberii parts of Sweden. 

C c 4 fuch 
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fuch unlettered barbarians, any diftin£l: account 
of the time and circumftances of their emigra- 
tion. To crofs the Bahic was an eafy and na« 
tural attempt. The inhabitants of Sweden were 
mafters of a fufficient number of large vefiels, 
with oars '% and the di(hince is little more than, 
one hundred miles from Carlfcroon to the neareft 
ports of Pomerania and Pruffia. Here, at length, 
we land on firm and hiftoric ground. At lead as 
early as the Chriftian 8sra'% and ;^ late as the 
age qf the Antonines **, the Goths were eftabliflied 
towards the mouth of the Viftula, and in that 
fertile province where the commercial cities of 
Thorn, Elbing, Koningfberg, and Dantzick 
were long afterwards founded **. Weft ward of 
the Goths, the numerous tribes of the Vandals 
were fpread along the banks of the Oder, and the 
fea-coaft of Ponierania and Mecklepburgh. A 
ftriking refemblance of manners, complexion, re- 
ligion, and language, feemed to indicate that the 
Vandals and the Goths were originally one great 
people '^ The latter appear tp have been fub^ 

*s Tacit. Germania^ c. 44. 

'4 Tacit. Anna], ii. 6i. If we could yield a firm aflent to the n»> 
Tigattons of Pytheas of Marfeilles, we muft allow that the Goths had 
pafTed the Bahic at leaft three hundred years before Chnft. 

»J Ptolemy, 1. ii. 

^^ By the German colonies who followed the artni of th Teutonic 
knights. The conqueft and converfion of Pruflia were completed by 
thofe adventurers in the xiiith century. 

*7 Pliny (Hift. Natur. i?. i4.)> and Procopius in Bell. Vaadsl. 
].i. c. I.) agree in this opinion. 1 hey lived in diftant ages, and 
pedefled diifcrent meant of inveftigating the tru[h. 

divide4 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ' 395 

divided into Oftrogoths, Vifigoths, and Gepidae "'. c h a p. 
The di{tin£lion among the Vandals was more 
ftrongly marked by the independent names of 
Heruli, Burgundians, Lombards, and a variety 
of other petty ftates, many of which, in a future 
age, expanded themfelves into powerful monar- 
chies. 

In the age of the Antonines, the Goths were From 
ftill feated in Pruffia. About the reign of Alex- to the 
ander iSeverus, the Roman province of Dacia had U'^''*'"** 
already experienced their proximity by frequent 
and, deflrudive inroads '**. In this interval, there- 
fore, of about feventy years, we muft place the 
fecond migration of the Goths from the Baltic to 
the Euxine ; but the caufe that produced it lies 
concealed among the various motives which ac- 
tuate the condud of unfettled barbarians. Either 
a peftilence, or a famine, a victory, or a defeat, 
an oracle of the gods, or the eloquence of a 
daring leader, were fufBcient to impel the 
Gothic arras on the milder climates of the fouth. 
Beiides the influence of a martial religion, the 
numbers and fpirit of the Goths were equal to 

■• The OJIro and Viji, the caflern and wcflern Goihs, obiainetl rliofe 
denominations from iheir original feats in Scan(!inavia. In all their 
future marches and fertlenicnts they prcfervcH, with their name«, 
the fame relative fttuarion. When they fir It departed from Sweden, 
the infant colony wn$ contained in three vcflcls. The third being a 
heavy failer lagged l>c»iind, and the crew, which afterwarJs fwclled 
into a nation, received liom that circumftance the appellation of 
Gepidflc or Loiterers. Jornandes, c. 17. 

'V 6c e a fragment of Peter Patricius in the Excerpta Legationum % 
and with regard to its prubable datCj fee Tilleaiunt, Hitt. dcs £m« 
pereursy toin. iii. p. 3^6, 
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the moft dangerous adventures. The ufe of round 
bucklers and (hort fwords rendered them formi- 
dable in a clofe engagement ; the manly obedi- 
ence which they yielded to hereditary kings, gave 
uncommon union and ftability to their councils *^ ; 
and the renowned Amala, the hero of that age, 
and the tenth anceftor of Theodoric, king of 
Italy, enforced, by the afcendant of perfonal 
merit, the prerogative of his birth, which he derived 
from the Anfes^ or demi-gods of the Gothic 
nation *'. 
TiieGo- The fame of a great enterprife excited the 
ncn^a^in bravcft warriors from all the Vandalic ftates of 
lis BMfdi. Germany, many of whom are feen a few years 
afterwards combating under the common ftand- 
ard of the Goths". The finl motions of the 
emigrants carried them to the banks of the Pry- 
pec, a river univerfally conceived by the ancients 
to be the fouthern branch of the Boryfthcnes *\ 
The windings of that great dream through the 
plains of Poland and RuiTia gave a direction to 
their line of march, and a conftant fupply of frefli 
water and pafturage to their numerous herds of 

«o Omnium harum gentium infigne, rotunda fcuta, breves glailii, 
et rrga regcs ohfej]uiuiii. T.icir. C^ermaiiU, c. 4.3. The Gotht 
probably acquired their iron by (he commerce ot amber. 

*« Jornancics, c. 13. 14. 

«* The Htruli, and the Uregundi or Rurijundi, are particularly 
mentioned. Ste MafcouN Hittory of lac C'.ei roans, 1. v. A paf 
iage in the Augultan Hilloiy, i). »?, feems to alUidc to this great 
einigiaiion. The Marconiannic war was panly occafioncd by the 
pieffureof barbarous tril>es, who Ucd before the anns of more nofthem 
barbarians. 

»J D'Anville, Gcographie Ancienne, and ibe third part of his 
incomparable map of Europe. 
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cattle. They followed the unknown courfe of chap. 
the river, confident in their valour, and caretefs ^.^-J^^^ 
of whatever power might oppofe their progrefs. 
The Baftamse and the Venedi were the firft who 
prefented themfelves ; and the flower of their 
youth, either from choice or compulfion, increafed 
the Gothic army. The Baftarnae dwelt on the 
northern fide of the Carpathian mountains ; 
the immenfe tra£k of land that feparated the 
Badarnac from the favages of Finland was poflefled, 
or rather wafted, by the Venedi ** : we have fomc 
reafon to believe that the firft of thefe nations, 
/which diftinguifhed itfelf in the Macedonian 
war*^, and was afterwards divided into the for* 
midable tribes of the Peucini, the Borani, the 
Carpi, &c. derived its origin from the Germans. 
With better authority, a Sarmatian extraAion 
may be afligned to the Venedi, who rendered 
themfelves fo famous in the middle ages *^ But Diftmaion 
the confufion of blood and manners on that TO^J^Vnd 
doubtful frontier often perplexed the moft accu- Sarma- 
rate obfervers*'. As the Goths advanced near 
the Euxine fea, they encountered a purer race of 
Sarmatians, the Jazyges, the^ Alani, and the 
Roxolani ; and they were probably the firft Ger* 
mans who faw the mouths of the Boryfthenes, 
and of the Tanais. If we enquire into the cha* 

U Tacin Germania, c. 46. 

M Ciuver. Germ. Antiqua, 1. iii. €.43. 

*^ The V«nediy the SUvi^ and the Antes, were the thret great 
tribes of the fame people. Jornanclcs, c. 14. 

•7 Tacitus moii aflfuredly deferves that title, and even hit cautious 
(ufpenlt U a proof of bit diligent inquiries^ 

radleriftic 



tiaos. 



Digitized by 



Google 



39^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Tafteriftic marks of the people of Germany and of 
s,*.-^*^ Sarmatia, we (hall difcover that thofe two great 
portions of human kind were principally diftin- 
guiflied by fixed huts or moveable tents, by a 
clofo drefs, or flowing garments, by the marriage 
of one or of feveral wives, by a military force, 
confiding, for the raoft part, either of infantry or 
cavalry J and above all by the ufe of the Teuto- 
nic, or of the Sclavonian language ; the laft of 
which has been diffufed by conquefl:, from the 
confines of Italy to the neighbourhood of Japan. 
Defcnp. The Goths were now in pofieffion of the 

Ukraine. Ukraine, a country of confiderable extent and 
uncommon fertilityi interfefted with navigable 
rivers, which from either fide difcharge themfelves 
into the Boryfthenes ; and interfperfed with large 
and lofty forefts of oaks. The plenty of game 
and fiih, the innumerable bee^hives, depofited in 
the hollow of old trees, and in the cavities of 
rocks, and forming, even in that rude age, a 
valuable branch of commerce, the fize of the 
cattle, the temperature of the air, the aptnefs of 
the foil for every fpecies of grain, and the lux-? 
uriancy of the vegetation, all difplayed the libe, 
rality of Nature, and tempted the induftry of 
man^^ But the Goths withftood all thefe tempt-* 
ations, and flill adhered to a life of idlenefs, of 
poverty, and of rapine. 

*8 GencMlcglcJil Hiftory of the Tartars, p. 593. Mr. Bell (Vol. 
"• T- 379') tiaverfctl the Ukraine in his journey from Pctcrfburgh 
to Conftaotinoplf . The nnocicrn face of the country is a juft rcpre- 
fentation of the nncient, fincf, in the hands uf the Cofl^icks^ it ftill 
rcmaini in a tUte of nature. 
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The Scythian hords, which, towards the eaft, chap. 
bordered on the new fettlements of the Goths, ^^.,,^',>m,^ 
prefented nothing to their arms, except the doubt- The Goths 
ful chance of an unprofitable victory. But the Roman 
profpeft of the Roman territories was far more pf«v»""s. 
alluring^ and the fields of Dacia were covered 
with rich harvefts, fown by the hands of an 
induftrious, and expofed to be gathered by thofe 
of a warlike, people. It is probable, that the 
ccmquefts of Trajan, maintained by his fucceffors, 
iefs for any real advantage, than foi' ideal dignity, 
had contributed to weaken the empire on that 
fide» The new and unfetrled province of Dacia 
was neither ftrong enough to refift, nor rich 
enough to fatiate, the rapacioufnefs of the barba- 
rians. As long as the remote banks of the 
Niefter were confidered as the boundary of the 
Roman power, the fortifications of the Lower 
Danube were more carelefsly guarded, and the 
inhabitants of Mti^ifia lived in fupine fecurity, 
fondly conceiving themfelves at an inacceffible 
diftance from any barbarian invaders. The irrup- 
tions of the Goths, under the reign of Philip, 
fatally convinced them of their miftake. The 
king, or leader, of that fierce nation, traverfed 
with contempt the province of Dacia, and paffed 
both the Niefter and the Danube without encoun- 
tering any oppofition capable of retarding his 
progrefs. The relaxed difcipline of the Roman 
troops betrayed the moft important pofts, where 
they were ilationed, and the fear of deferved 
puni(hment induced great numbers of them to inlift; 
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under the Gothic ftandard. The various multi- 
tude of barbarians appeared, at length, under the 
\7alls of Marcianopoh's, a city built by Trajan in 
honour of his fifter, and at that time the capital 
of the fecond MaeGa ^. The inhabitants confented 
to ranfom their lives and property, by the payment 
of a large fum of money, and the invaders retreated 
back into their deferts, animated, rather than 
fatisfied, with the firft fuccefs of their arms againft 
an opulent but feeble country. Intelligence was 
foon tranfmitted to the emperor Decius, that 
Cniva, king of the Goths, had pafled the 
Danube a fecond time, with more confiderable 
forces; that his numerous detachments fcattered 
devaftation over the province of Mslia, whilft the 
main body of the army, confiiting of feventy 
thoufand Germans and Sarmatians, a force equal 
to the moft daring atchievements, required the 
prefence of the Roman monarch, and th'e exertion 
of his military power. 
Various Dccius found the Goths enracred before Ni- 

«?ent« of ,. , - g. ^, ° 

the Gothic copohs, on the Jatrus, one of the many monu- 

]^J^ ^ ^ ments of Trajan's viftories ^. On his approach 

they raifed the fiege, but with a defign only of 

marching away to a conqueft of greater import- 

*9 In the fixteenth chapter of Jornandes, inftead of fecund* Mae- 
fiam, we may venture to fubAitute JtatnJam^ the fecond JVlefin, of 
which Marcianopoiit was certainly the capital (fee Ulerocles de 
Provinciis, and Weflfeling ad locum, p. 636. Itinerar). It i» fur* 
prifing how this palpable error of the fciibe could efcape the judicious 
corre^ion of Grotius. 

3(> The , place is ftill called Nicop. The little ftream, on whofe 
banks it ftood, falls into the Danube. D'AAvillCi Geographie An- 
cicnne» tom.i. p. 307« 
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ance, the fiege of Philopopolis, a city of Thrace, chap. 
founded by the father of Alexander, near the foot 
of mount Hsemus ^'. Decius followed them through 
a difficult country, and by forced marches ; but 
vfhen he imagined himfelf at a confiderable dif« 
tance from the rear of the Goths, Cniva turned 
^ith rapid fury on his purfuers. The camp of 
the Romans was furprifed and pillaged, and, for 
the firft time, their emperor fled in diforder 
before a troop of half-armed barbarians. After a 
long refiftance, Philippopolis, deftitute of fuc* 
cour, was taken by ftorm. A hundred thoufand 
perfons are reported to have been maiTacred in 
the fack of that great city *\ Many prifoners of 
confequence became a valuable acceffion to the 
fpoil ; and Prifcus, a brother of the late emperor 
Philip, bluihed not to aflfume the purple under 
the proteftion of the barbarous enemies of 
Rome". The time, however, confumed in 
that tedious fiege, enabled Decius to revive the 
courage, reftore the difcipline, and recruit the 
numbers of his troops. He intercepted feveral 
parties of Carpi, and other Germans, who were 
haftening to ihare the vidkory of their country* 
fnen^% intruded the pafies of the mountains to 
officers of approved valour and fidelity ", repaired 

and 

s* Srephan. Bytant. de Urbibus, p. 74.0. Weffeling Ittnerar. 
|>« 136. Zonaras, by an odd miftakc, afcribcft the foundation of 
Philippopolis to the immediate predeceflbr of Decius. 

I* Ammian. xxxi. 5. H Aurel. Viftor. c. t^^ 

34 yiffon'^ Carpiae^ on fome roedaU of Decius^ infinuatc theie 
advantages. 

15 Claudius (who afterwards reigned with fo much glory) was 
pofted in the pafs of Tbermopylse with 100 PaxdaDiaot^ 100 heavjr 
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and ftrengthened the fortiflcations of the Danube,- 
and exerted his utmoft vigilance to oppofe either 
the progrefs or the retreat of the Goths. Encou- 
raged by the return of fortune, he anxioufly 
waited for an opportunity to retrieve, by a great 
and decifive blow, his own glory, and that of the 
Roman arms ^\ 
Decius re- At the fame time when Decius was ftruggling 
office of with the violence of the tempeft, his mind, 
cenforin ^^i^ j^j deliberate amidft the tumult of war, 

the perfon . ^ . , , , r 1 

of vaie- mveitigated the more general cauies, that, 
iince the age of the Antonines, had fo impetu* 
oufly urged the decline of the Roman great- 
nefs. He foon difcovered that it was impof-^ 
fible to replace that greatnefs on a permanent 
bafis, without redoring public virtue, ancienc 
principles and manners, and the oppreiTed ma« 
jefty of the laws. To execute this noble but 
arduous defign, he firft refolved to revive the 
obfolete ofEce of cenfor ; an office, which, as 
long as it had fubfifted in its priiline integrity, 
had fo much contributed to the perpetuity of the 
ilate ^\ till it was ufurped and gradually negleded 

and 160 light hoife, 60 Cretan archer«» and leoo well armed 
lecruits. See an original letter fioru the emperor to hi* ufEcer, in the 
Augultan Uiftory^ p. 200. 

}0 Jornandet, c. 16 — 18. Zofivpus, 1. i. p. la. In the general 
account of this war* it is eafy to difcover the oppofite prejudices of 
the Gothic and the Grecian writer* In careieflnefs alone they are 
alike* 

17 Montefquiet], Grandeur et Decadence des Romalns, c. viii. 
He illtiltrates the nature and ufe of the cenfoilbip* with his ufual 
ingenuity, and witii un com noon preciiion. 
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by the Calars *"♦ Confcious that the favour ^ "^^ pj 

of the fovereigti may confer power, but that the ^^-^ J ^m^ 

edeem of the people can alone beilow authority, 

he fubmitted the choice of the cenfor to the un- 

blafTed voice of the fenate. By their unanimous a.d. 151. 

votes, or rather acclamations, Valerian, ^ipho ^wl*^^^ 

wag afterwards empferor, and who then ferved 

with diftin£Uon in the army of Decius, was de« 

clared the moft worthy of that exalted honour. 

As fooQ as the decree of the fenate was tranf- 

mitted to the emperor, he aflembled a grestt 

council in his camp, and, before the invefliture 

of the cenfor eled, he apprized him of the dif^ 

ficulty and importance of his great office* 

** Happy Valerian," faid the prince to bis dit 

tinguiihed fubjed, ^^ happy in the general appro^ * 

** bation of the fenate and of the Roman repub* 

•^ lie ! Accept the cenforfhip of mankind ; and 

" judge of our manners. You will feleft thofe ' 

** who deferve to continue members of the fe* 

** nate ; you will reftore the equedrian order to 

^^ its ancient fplendour j you will improve the 

*' revenue, yet moderate the public burdens. 

" You will diftinguifh into regular claffes the 

" various and infinite multitude of citizens, and 

•• accurately review the military ilrength, the 

" wealth, the virtue, and the refources of Rome. 

" Your decifions Ihall obtain the force of laws. 

•^ The army, the palace, the minifters of juflice^ 

1^ Vcfpaiian and Titut were the laft cenfors (Pliny Hift, Nfttor. 
vii. 49. Cenforinut de Die Natali). Thr modeliy of Ti^jan refufed 
an honour which he deferved, and his example became a law to the 
Antoninet. See Pliny^a Panegyric* c. 45 and 6ot 

V01..L Dd "and 
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^^ and the great officers of the empire are aU 
^' fubjeft to your tribunal. None are exempted, 
*' excepting only the ordinary confuls*% the 
'< praefed of the city, the king of the iacrificcs, 
^' and (as Ipng as (he preferves her chaftity in* 
'^ violate) the eldeft of the veftal virgins. Even 
^* thefe few, who may not dread the feverity, 
^' will anxioufly folidt the efteem, of the Roman 
« cenlbr ♦ V 
Ttitdefign A magiftrate^ invefted with fuch extenfive 
«bi?fnd pov€'»f would have appeared not fo much the 
%inthoot minifter as the colleague of his fovereign*". 
Valerian juftly dreaded an elevation fo full of 
envy and of fufpicion. He modeftly urged the 
alarming greatnefs of the truft, his own infuf- 
iiciency, and the incurable corruption of the 
times. He artfully infinuated, that the office of 
cenfor was infeparable from the Imperial dignity, 
and that the feeble hands of a fubjeft were un« 
equal to the fupport of fuch an immenfe wdght 
of cares and of power ^'. The approaching event 
of war foon put an end to the profecution of a 
projed fo fpecious but fo impra^cable; and 
whilft it preferved Valerian from the danger, 
laved the emperor Decius from the difappoint- 
ment which would moft probably have attended 



19 Yet, in rpite of this exemption^ Potnpey appeared before thJt 
tribunal during bis coiifulfh'p. The occafion indeed was equally 
fwgular and honouraMe. Plutarch in Pomp. p. 630. 

4« bee the original fpcech, in the Auguftan Hill. p. 173, ¥74. 

4« This traniaflion might deceive Zonaras, who fuppofes that 
Valerian %vaf aftvally declared the colleague of Decius, l.xii. p. 615. 

4* Hsft, Atiguft. p. 174. The cnipcror's reply is omitted. 
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it. A cenfor may maintain, he can never reftore^ chap. 
the morals of a date. It is impoflible for fuch a _jr-,^ 
magiftrate to exert his authority with benefit, 
or even with effedt, unlefs he is fupported by a 
quick fenfe of honour and virtue in the minds of 
the people ; by a decent reverence for the public 
opinion, and by a train of ufefiil prejudices com- 
bating on the fide of national manners. In a 
period when thefe principles are annihilated, the 
cenforial jurifdi£Uon mufi either fink into empty 
pageantry, or be converted into a partial inftru- 
inent of vexatious oppreffion ^^ It was eafier to 
vanqui(h the Goths, than to eradicate the public 
vices ; yet, even in the firft of thefe enterprifes, 
Decius lofl: his army and his life. 

The Goths were now on every fide furrounded Defeat and 
and purfued by the Roman arms. The flower Secilii wd 
of their troops had periflied in the long fiege of ^i* ^^* 
Philippopolis, and the exhaufted country could 
no longer aSbrd fubfiftence for the remaining 
multitude of licentious barbarians. Reduced to 
this extremity, the Goths would gladly have 
purchafed, by the furrender of all their booty 
and prifoners, the permiffion of an undifturbed 
retreat. But the emperor, confident of vidory, 
and refolving, by the chalUfement of thefe in- 
vaders, to (Irike a falutary terror into the na- 
tions of the North^ refufed to liften to any terms 
of accommodation. The high-fpirited barba- 
rians preferred death to ilavery. An obfcure 

41 Such as the attempts of Auguflus towards a reforoiation of 
manners. Tacit, Annal. iii. 14. 
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^^^^' town of MaeGa, called Forum Terebronii^, wa« 
the fcene of the battle. The Gothic army was 
drawn up in three lineSj and, cither from choice 
or accident, the front of the third line was co- 
vered by a morafs. In che beginning of the 
aftion, the fon of Decius, a youth of the faireft 
hopes, and already aflbciated to the honours of 
the purple, was flain by an arrow, in the fight 
of his afflifted father; who, fummoning all his 
fortitude, admoniflied the difmayed troops, that 
the lofs of a fingle foldier was of little import* 
ance to the republic**. The conflid was ter- 
rible ; it was the combat of defpair againft grief 
and rage. The firft line of the Goths at length 
gave way in diforder ; the fecond, advandng to 
fuftain it, fhared its fatej and the third only 
remained entire, prepared to difpute the paffage 
of the morafs, which was imprudently attempted 
by the prefumption of the enemy. ** Here the 
•' fortune of the day turned, and all things be- 
*• came adverfe to the Romans: the place deep 
•* with ooze, finking under thofe who ftood, flip- 
•' pery to fuch as advanced ; their armour heavy, 
** the waters deep ; nor could they wield, in that 
** uneafy fituation, their weighty javelins. The 
** barbarians, on the contrary, were enured to 
•' encounters in the bogs, their perfons tall, 
** their fpears long, fuch as could wound at a 

44- Tilicmont, Hif^oire des Etnpercunt, torn. Hi. p. 598. As Zo- 
fjnuif and fome of his followers miftake the Danube for the Tanais, 
they place the field of bntije in ihe plains of Scythia. 

4J Aurelius Viflor allows two dirtinft a6lion8 for the deaths of the 
two Dtciii but I have preferred the account of Jornandes. 

Q « diftance." 
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^^ diftance*"." In this morafs the Roman army, c h^a p. 
after an ineffeftual ftruggle, was irrecoverably 
loft ; nor could the body of the emperor ever be 
found*'. Such was the fate of Decius, in the 
fiftieth year of his age; an accomplifhed prince, 
aftive in war, and ?\fl'able in peace**; who, to- 
gether with his fon, has deferved to be compared, 
both in life and death, with the brighteft examples 
of ancient virtue *'. 

This fatal blow humbled, for a very little time, Eleftion of 
the infolence of the legions. They appear to A^^D.'ici 
have patiently expefted, and fubmiffively obeyed, December. 
the decree of the fenate which regulated the 
fucceflion to the throne. From a juft regard 
for the memory of Decius, the Imperial title 
was conferred on Hoftilianus, his only fur- 
viving fon J but an equal rank, with more ef- 
feftual power, was granted to Gallus, whofe 
experience and ability feemed equal to the great 
truft of guardian to the young prince and the 
diftreffed empire *^ The firft care of the new 
emperor was to deliver the Ulyrian provinces 

4^ I have ventured to copy from Tacitus (Annal. i. 64.) the pic- 
ture of a fimilar engagement between a Roman army and a German 
tribe. 

47 Jornandes, c. iS. Zofimu^ 1. i. p. ii. Zonaras, I. xIL p. 617. 
Aureliiis ViAor. 

48 The Decii were killed before the end of the year ti*o hundred 
and fifty-one, fince the new piinces took poirefiTiop of ihc confullhip 
on the enfuing calends of January. 

49 Hift. Auguft, p. 123. gives them a very honourable place among 
the fmall number of good emperors who reigned between Auguftus 
and Diocletian. 

50 H«c ubi Patrcs comperere dccerr.unt. Vi^or in 

Csfaribus. 
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[ CHAP, from the intolerable weight of the vidorious 

^ i^.^^ Goths. He confented to leave in their hands 

A.D.151. the rich fruits of their invafion, an immenfe 
I booty, and, what was ftill more difgraceful, a 

1 great number of prifoners of the higheft merit 

Retrettof and quality. He plentifully fupplied their camp 
thcGotiis. ^j^jj every conveniency that could affuage their 
angry fpirits, or facilitate their fo much wifhed-for 
departure ; and he even promifed to pay them an- 
nually a large fum of gold, on condition they 
fliould never afterwards infeft the Roman territories 
by their incur fions ^'. 
Gsllm In the age of the Scipios, the moft opulent 

"""ace b^r ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^*» ^^^ courted the proteftion 
the pay. of the viftoHous commonwealth, were gratified 
.tmTuai^trU ^^^ ^^^^ trifling prefents as could only derive a 
buie. ' value from the hand that beftowed them; an 
ivory chair, a coarfe garment of purple, an in- 
confiderable piece of plate, or a quantity of cop- 
per coin '*• After the wealth of nations had cen- 
tred in Rome, the emperors difplaycd their great- 
nefs, and even their policy, by the regular exer- 
cife of a fteady and moderate liberality towards 
the allies of the flate. They relieved the poverty 
of the barbarians, honoured their merit, and 
recompenfed their fidelity. Thefe voluntary 
marks of bounty were undcrftood to flow, not 
from the fears, but merely from the generofity 

5* Zonaras, I.xii. p. 6i8. 

'* A Sella, a Toga, and a golden Patera of five pounds weight, 
were accepted with joy and gratitude by the wealthy king of Egypt 
(Livy, xxvii. 4.). S^iaa MiWa jSns a wright ot copper, in value 
about eighteen pounds iierling, was the iifual picfcnt made to fi>reign 
smballkdurs (Livy, xxxi. 9.). 

or 
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or the gratitude of the Romans ; and whilft pre- ^^^ ^* 
fents and fubfidies were liberally diilributed '■^^ / '^■^ 
among friends and fuppliants, they were ftemly 
refiifed to fuch as claimed them as a debt''. 
But this ftipulation of an annual payment to a Popular 
viftorious enemy, appeared without difguife in *^®""** 
the light of an ignominious tribute ; the minds 
of the Romans were not yet accuftomed to ac- 
cept fuch unequal laws from a tribe of barba** 
rians ; and the prince, who by a neceflary con* 
ceilion had probably faved his country, became 
the ohjedi of the general contempt and averfion. 
The death of Hoftilianus, though it happened 
m the midft of a raging peitilence, was inter** 
preted as the perfonal crime of Gallus ** ; and 
even the defeat of the late emperor was afcribed 
by the voice of fufpicion to the perfidious coun* 
fels of his hated fucceffor ". The tranquillity 
which the empire enjoyed during the firft year of 
his adminiftration '% ferved rather to inflame 
than to appeafe the public difcontent; and, as 
foon as the apprehenfions of war were removed, 
the infamy of the peace was more deeply and 
more fenfibly felt. 

') Sef the firmnefs of a Roman general Co iate as the time of Alex* 
ander Sevenif , in the Exctrpta LegattODum, p. 95. Edit. Louvre. 

54> For the plague, fee Jornandes, c. 19. and Vi^or in Caefari* 
bos. 

ii Thefe improbable accufations are alleged by Zofimus^ 1. K 

i^ Joinandes, c. 19. The Gofhic writer at leaft obferved the peace 
wbich his vi3oiious countrymen had fworn to Gallus. 

D d 4 But 
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CHAP. But the Romans were irritated to a ftill highev 
K^m^.'^^m^ degree, when they difcovered that they had not 
•nf revolt ^^^^ fecured their repofe, though at the expence 
of^miii of their honour. The dangerous fecret of the 
A.^D. ft53. wealth and weaknefs of the empire bad been 
revealed to the world. New fwarms of barba- 
rians, encouraged by the fuccefs, and not con- 
ceiving themfelves bound by the obligation, of 
their brethren, fpread devaftation through the 
Ulyrian provinces, and terror as far as the gates 
of Rome. The defence of the monarchy, which 
feemed abandoned by the pufillanimous empe« 
for, was aflumed by ^milianus, governor of 
{^auinonia and Masfia ; who rallied the fcattered 
forces, and revived the fainting fpirits of the 
troops. The barbarians were unexpededly at- 
tacked, routed, chafed, and purfued beyond the 
Danube* The victorious leader diltributed as a 
donative the money colledted for the tribute, and 
the acclamations of the foldiers proclaimed him 
emperor on the field of battle ". Gallus, who, 
carelefs of the general welfare, indulged himfelf 
jn the pleafures of Italy, was almod in the fame 
inftant informed of the fuccefs, of the revolt, and 
of the rapid^ approach of his afpiring lieutenant. 
He advanced to meet him as far as the plains of 
Spoleto. When the armies came in fight of each 
other, the foldiers of Gallus compared the ig- 
nominious conduft of their fovereign with the 
glory of his rival. They admired the valour of 
JEmilianus j they were attrafted by his liberality, 

57 ZofimuSf l.i. p. 2^,26. 

for 
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for he offered a confiderable increafe of pay to ^ " -^ p- 
all deferters". The murder of Gallus, and of ^^^J-^^ 
his fon Volufianus, put an end to the civil war ; ^3^*^"*'^ 
and the fenate gave a legal fanftion to the rights a«<J fi^'"- 
of conqueft. The letters of ^milianus to that Mayi*^^' 
aflernbly, difplayed a mixture of moderation and 
vanity. He affured them, that he Ihould refign 
to their wifdom the civil adminiftration ; and, 
contenting himfelf with the quality of their ge- 
neral, would in a (hort time affert the glory of 
Rome, and deliver the empire from all the bar- 
barians both of the North and of the Eaft'*. 
His pride was flattered by the applaufe of the 
fenate ; and medals are ftill extant, reprefenting 
him with the name and attributes of Hercules the 
Viftor, and of Mars the Avenger •°. 

If the new monarch poflefled the abilities, he Valerian 
wanted the time, neceffary to fulfil thefe fplendid I^rdTth 
promifes. Lefs than four months intervened of Gallus, 
between his viftory and his fall*'. He had van- knowie^dg- 
quifhed Gallus: he funk under the weight of a ^dempe. 
competitor more formidable than Gallus. That 
unfortunate prince had fent Valerian, already dit 
tinguifhed by the honourable title of cenfor, to 
bring the legions of Gaul and Germany ** to his 
aid. Valerian executed that commiflion with 
zeal and fidelity; and as he arrived too late to 

S^ Viftor in C«faribus. . S9 Zonarat, 1. xii. p. 628. 

6^ Banduri NumilVnata, p. 94.. 

^1 Eutropius^ 1. ix. c. 6. fays tertio menfe. Eufebiut omits this 
emperor. 

^^ Zofimus, K i. p. 28. Eutropius and Vi^or ftation Valerian^t 
army in Rhxtia. 

feve 
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brt hi» fovereign, he refolved to revenge him. 
The troops of jdBmilianuSy who {till lay encamped 
in the plains of l^leto, were awed by the fane- 
tity of his charader, but much more by the fu- 
perior {Irength of his army; and as they were 
now become a$ incapable of perfonal attachment 
as they had always been of conftitutional prin- 
I A.I>.£53* ciple, they readily imbrued their hands in the 

"^^^ * blood of a prince who fo lately had been the ob- 
ject of their partial choice. The guilt was theirs^ 
but the advantage of it was Valerian's; who 
obtained the pofTellion of the throne by the means 
indeed of a civil war, but with a degree of izmo- 
cence fmgular in that age of revolutions: fince 
he owed neither gratitude nor allegiance to his 
predeceflbr, whom he dethroned. 

Charaaer Valcriaa was about fixty years of age*' when 
he was inverted with the purple, not by the ca- 
price of the populace, or the clamours of the 
army, but by the unanimous voice of the Ro- 
man world. In his gradual afcent through the 
honours of the (late, he had deferved the favour 
of viriuous princes, and had declared himfelf the 
enemy of tyrants ^\ His noble birth, his mikl 
but unblemifhed manners, his learning, pru- 
dence, and experience, were revered by the fe- 
inate and people; and if mankind (accordmg to 
the obfervation of an ancient writer) had been 

•j He wa< nbnut fevcnty at the time of his accciCoii, or, ]is W •» 
more probable, mt hi* deaih. Hift. Aoguft. p. 17J. TiUeiiKynr, 
liilK ties Empereurs, torn. iii. p. 893. note i. 

*4 Inimicus Tynnnorum. Hift. Auguft. p. 175. In ihe glo- 
fioos ftruggle of the fenate againft Maximiii, Valetian afted a vety 
Cyiriud |)art. Hift. Auguft. p. 15&. 

kfc 



ol Valeii- 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 411 

left at liberty to choofe a mailer, their choice ^ " a p. 
would mod afluredly have fallen on Valerian^'. ^i^->>,-^ 
Perhaps the merit of this emperor was inade- 
quate to his reputation; perhaps bis abilities, or 
at leaft his fpirit, were a£Fe£led by the languor 
and coldnefs of old age. The confcioufnefs of Geneni 
his decline engaged him to Ihare the throne with ^l^oe^of 
a younger and more aftive affociate**: the 'rV/^f' 
emergency of the times demanded a general no and Gaiu. 
Icfs than a prince; and the experience of the ^^XId. 
Roman cenfor might have direAed him where *%z^%6t» 
to beftow the Imperial purple, as the reward of 
military merit. But inftead of making a judi- 
cious choice, which would have confirmed his 
reign and endeared his memory. Valerian^ con- 
fulting only the dictates of afiedlicm or vanity, 
immediately inveiled with the fupreme honours 
his fon Gallienus, a youth whofe effeminate vices 
had been hitherto concealed • by the obfcurity of 
a private ftation. The joint government of the 
father and the fon fubfifted about feven, and the 
fole adminiflration of Gallienus continued about 
eight years. But the whole period was one un- 
interrupted feries of confufion and calamity. 
As the Roman empire was at the fame time, 
and on every fi'le, attacked by the blind fury of 
foreign invaders, and the wild ambition of do- 

*J According to the diftin^ion of Victor, be fecms to have re- 
ceived the title of Imfergtor itom the army, and that of Augulius 
from the fen ate. 

** From Viftor and from the meda!s» Tillcmont (rom. iii. 
p. 710.) very juftly infers, that Gallienus wat affociated to the em. 
f\rt about the roonih of Auguft of the yeac 153. 

melUc 
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CHAP, meftic ufurpers, we fliall confult order and per* 
v^-i-v^iw fpicuity, by purfuing, not fo much the doubt- 
ful arrangement of dates, as the more natural 
diftribution of fubjedls. The moft dangerous 
enemies of Rome, during the reigns of Valerian 
Inroads of and Gallicnus, were, i. The Franks, a* The 
ihcbarba. Alemanni. 3, The Goths; and, 4. The Per- 

nans. •^ • 

fians. Under thefe general appellations, we rcay 
comprehend the adventures of lefs confiderabic 
tribes, whofe obfcure and uncouth names would 
only ferve to opprefs the memory and perplex the 
attention of the reader. 
Onpinand I- As the pofterity of the Franks compofe one 
eoi.'Hfra- ^f ^jj^ greatcft and moft enlightened nations of 
Fianks. Europe, the powers of learning and ingenuity 
have been exhaufted in the difcovery of their 
unlettered anceftors. To the tales of credulity, 
have fucceeded the fyftems of fancy. Every 
paflage has been fifted, every fpot has been fur- 
veyed, that might poflibly reveal fome faint 
traces of their origin. It has been fuppofed, 
that Pannonia^ that Gaul, that the northern 
parts of Germany", gave birth to that cele- 
b ated colony of warriors. At length the moft 
rational criti -;, rejp^ing the fiftitious emigra- 
tions of idea! cohquerors, have acquiefced in . 
fentiment whofe fimplicity perfuades us of its 

^7 Various fyftems hnve been formed to explain a difficult pafTage ia 
Greqoiy of Tours, 1. ii. c. 9. 

^^ The Geographer of Ravenna, i. 11, by mentioning Mauriag^a 
on the confines of Denmark, as the ancient feat of the Franks, gave 
birth to an ingenious f; flem of Leibnitz* 

truth. 
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truth \ They Tuppofe, that about the year two ^ " a r. 
hundred and forty '% a new confederacy was '^-^v---.' 
formed under the name of Franks, by the old 
inhabitants of the Lower Rhine and the Wefer. 
The prefent circle of Weftphalia, the Land- 
graviate of Heffe, and the duchies of Brunfwick 
and Lunenburg, were the ancient feat of the 
Chauci, who, in their inacceffible morajQTes, de- 
fied the Roman arms ^' ; of the Cherufci, proud 
of the fame of Arminius ; of the Catti, formid* 
able by their firm and intrepid infantry; and 
of feveral other tribes of inferior power and re- 
nown'*. The love of liberty was the ruling 
paffion of thefe Germans ; the enjoyment of it 
their beft treafure; the word that expreffed that 
enjoyment, the moft pleafing to their ear. They 
deferved, they affumed, they maintained the ho- 
nourable epithet of Franks or Freemen; which 
concealed, though it did not extinguifli, the 
peculiar names of the feveraf ftates of the con- 
federacy^'. Tacit confent, and mutual advan- 
tage, diftated the firfl laws of the union ; it was 
gradually cemented by habit and experienc^^ 

•9 See Cluver. Gerniania Antiqua, ? >ui. c. icT: M. Freree, ii 
the M^moircs de PAcadcmicdcs Infcrip.jons, ;om. xviii. 

'v Moft probably under the reign of Gordian, from an acciJen- 
tal circumftance fully canvafled by Tiilemonty torn. iii. p. 710. 
21S1. 

7< Plin. Hift, Natur. xti. i* Th« panegy rifts frequently allude 
to the moralfes of the Franks. 

7> Tacit. Germania, c. 30. 37. 

71 In a fubfequcnt period, moft of tbofe old names are occafionally 
mentioned. See fume veftigcs of them in Clurer. Germ, Antiq. 
L iit^ 

The 
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CHAP. The league of the Franks may admit of fome 
v^— /^^ comparifon with the Helvetic body; in which 
every canton, retaining its independent fove- 
reignty^ confults with its brethren in the com- 
mon caufe, without acknowledging the autho- 
rity of any fupfeme head, or reprefentative aflem- 
bly'*. But the principle of the two confederal 
' cies was extremely different. A peace of two 
hundred years has rewarded the wife and honeft 
policy of the Swifs. An inconftant fpirit, the third; 
of rapine, and a difregard to the moft folemn trea- 
ties, difgraced the character of the Franks. 
Thry in- The Romaus had long experienced the daring 
vMicGauU ^j^Iquj Qf ^he people of Lower Germany. The 
union of their ftrength threatened Gaul with a 
more formidable invafion, and required the pre- 
fence of Gallienus, the heir and colleague of 
Imperial power". Whilft that prince, and his 
infant fon Salonius, difplayed, in the court of 
Treves, the majedy of the empire, its armies 
were ably conduded by their general Pofthumus, 
who, though he afterwards betrayed the family 
of Valerian, was ever faithful to the great inte- 
left of the monarchy. The treacherous lan- 
guage of panegyrics and medals darkly announces 
a long feries of viftories. Trophies and titles 
atteft (if fuch evidence can atteft) the fame of 
Pofthumus, who is repeatedly ft y led The conqueror 
of the Germans, and the faviour of Gaul '*. 

74 Sttnler de Republica Helvet. cum notis Fufclin. 

7$ Zofimus, 1. i. p. 17. 

7^ M. de Brequigny (in the Mf moires tie rAcademky torn. xx«.) 
has given ua a very curiont life of Pofthumus. A feries of the Ao* 
guftan Hiftory from Medals and Infcri^itions has been more thao once 
plaoncdy aod is ftiU much wanted. 

But 
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But a fingle fa&, the only one indeed of v/hlch 
we have ^ny didind knowledge, erafes, in a great 
meafure, thefe monuments of vanity and adula* 
tion. The Rhine, though dignified with the title 
of Safeguard of the provinces, was an imperfed: 
barrier againft the daring fpirit of enterprife with 
which the Franks were aduated. Their rapid 
devadations ftretched from the river to the foot 
of the Pyrenees: nor were they flopped by thofe 
mountains. Spain, which had never dreaded, 
was unable to refift, the inroads of the Germans* 
During twelve' years, the greatest part of the 
reign of Gallienus, that opulent country was the 
theatre of unequal and deftrudive hoftilities. 
Tarragona, the flouriihing capital of a peaceful 
province, was facked and almoft deftroyed'^; 
and fo late as the days of Orofius, who wrote ia 
the fifth century, wretched cottages, fcattered 
amidft the ruins of magnificent cities, ftill re- 
corded the rage of the barbarians '■. When the 
exhauiled country no longer fupplied a variety of 
plunder, the Franks feized on fome veflels in the 
poru of Spain '*, and tranfported themfelves into and paft 
Mauritania. The diilant province was aftoni(bed Africa!^ 
with the fury of thefe barbarians, who feemed to 

77 Atir«1. Vidor, c. 33. Inftead of Arm dirtfto, both the fenifi 
and the exprcfljon require dtfetoi though indeed, for different reafons, 
it is alike dilficuU to corrett the text of the bed, and of the woift^ 
writeri. 

7' In tlic time of Avfonius (the end of the fourth century) Tlerda 
or Lerida was in a very ruinous Ibte (Aufon. Epitt. zxT. 58. ), which 
probably was the confequence of this invafion. 

79 ValeHus is therefore miftaken in fuppofipg that the Franks had 
invaded Spain by Tea. 

13 foil 
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CHAP, fall from a new world, as their iiame, manners^ 
^««-^/^^^ and complexion, were equally unknowA on the 

coaft of Africa "^ 
Origin and IL In that part of Upper Saxony beyond the 
Sc°5^cvt Elbe, which is at prefent called the Marquifate 
of Luface, there exifted, in ancient times, a facred 
wood, the awful feat of the fuperftition of the 
Suevi. None were permitted to enter the holy 
precinfts, without confeffing, by their fervile 
bonds and fuppliant poflure, the immediate pre- 
fence of the fovereign Deity**. Patriotifm con- 
tributed as well as devotion to confecrate the 
Sonnenwald, or wood of the Semnones*\ It 
was utiiverfally believed, that the nation had re* 
ceived its firft exiftence on that facred fpot. At 
ftated periods, the numerous tribes who gloried 
in the Suevic blood, reforted thither by their alm- 
baiTadors ; and the memory of their common ex- 
traction was perpetuated by barbaric rites and 
human facrifices. The wide extended name o£ 
Suevi filled the interior countries of Germany, 
from the banks of the Oder to thofe of the Da- 
nube. They were diftinguilhed from the other 
Germans by their peculiar mode of drefling their 
long hair, which they gathered into a rude knot 
on the crown of the head ; and they dehghted in 
an ornament that fhewed their ranks more lofty 
and terrible in the eyes of the enemy •\ Jealous 
as the Germans were of military renown, they 

•o Aurcl. Viftor. Eutrop. ix. 6. 

'■ Tacit. Gcrinania, 38. '» Cluvfr. Germ* Antiq. iii. a5, 

*S Sic Sue?i a ceteris Germanis, fie Sucvonim ingenui a ferris 
ieparantor. A proud reparation ! 

all 
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ttll confefled the fupcrior valdur of the Suevi ; c fr a ft 
Utnd the tribes of the Ufipetes and Tenfteri, who, w^/>^,y 
with a vaft army, encountered the diftator Csefar, 
declared that they efteemed it not a difgrace to 
have fled before a people, to whofe arms the im* 
mortal gods themfelves were unequal'*. 

In the reign of the emperor Caracalla, an in- A mixed 
numerable fwarm of Suevi appeared on the banks suevi af- 
of the Mein, and in the neighbourhood of the ^"n»«»'L« 
Roman provinces, in queft either of food, of Alemanni* 
plunder, or of glory '^ The hafty army of vo- 
lunteers gradually coalefced into a great and 
permanent nation, and as it was compofed from 
fo many different tribes, affumed the name of 
Alemanni, or All-men; to denote at once their 
various lineage, and their common bravery '^ 
The latter was foon felt by the Romans in many 
a hoftile inroad. The Alerharini fought chiefly 
on horfeback ; but their cavalry was rendered ftill 
more formidable by a mixture of light infantry, 
felefted from the braveft and mofl aflive of the 
youth, whom frequent exercife had enured to ac- 
company the horfeman in the longeft march, the 
xnoft rapid charge, or the mod precipitate re* 
treat *^ 

•* Caefar in BeUo Gallico, W. f. 

^i ViAar in (paracal. Dion Caflius, Ixyiii p. i35«' 

^^ Thi« etymology (far different from thofc which athyirt tb^ 
fancy of the learned) is prcfcrved by Afinius Qoadratus, an original 
liillori&n, quoted by Agathtas, i. c. 5.' 

^7 The Suevi engaged Csfefar in this manner, nnd the mai^oe^vrc 
de{erved the ap|)robation of the conqueror (in JBcUo Qallico, i« 

Vol. L £ e Tbi* 
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c HA P. 'fiiis warlike people of Germans had b^en ado* 
^,*^,X*^ nifhed by the immenfe preparations of Alexander 
G^^f^nd Severus, they were difmayed by the arms of his 
Italy, fucceiTor, a barbarian equal in valour and fierce* 
nefs to themfelves. But dill hovering on the 
frontiers of the empire, they increafed the general 
diforder that enfued after the death of Decius. 
They inflifted fevere wounds on the rich provinces 
of Gaul ; they were the firft who removed the veil 
that covered the feeble majefty of Italy. A nu- 
merous body of the Alemanni penetrated acrofs 
the Dailube, and through the Rhaetian Alps, into 
the plains of Lombardy, advanced as far as Ra- 
venna, and difplayed the vidorious banners of 
barbarians almoft in fight of Rome ". The in- 
fult and the danger rekindled in the fenate fome 
arercpuifed fparks of their ancient virtue. Both the empe- 
Romcby ^ors were engaged in far diftant wars. Valerian 
the fenate jj^ ^^g gj^ft j^^d GalHenus on the Rhine. All the 

and people. , r r i -r* • t 

hopes and refources of the Romans were m them- 
felves. In this emergency, the fenators refumed 
the defence of the republic, drew out the Praeto- 
rian guards, who had been left to garrifon the 
cai^tal^ and filled up their numbers, by inlifting 
into the public fervice the ftouteft and mod wilU 
. ing of the Plebeians. The Alemanni,' aftonilhed 
with the fudden appearance of an army more nu- 
merous than their own, retired into Germany, 
'laden with fpoil } and their retreat was efteemed 
as a viftory by the unwarlike Romans ''^ 

•••'Hift. Auguft, p. 115, lift. D^'xippus in the Excerpta' Lcga* 
tionam, p. 8. Hieronym. Cbron. Oiufius, vii. 2». 
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When Gallienus received the intelligence that chap., 
his capital was delivered from the barbarians, he ^..,.-^,'.1,^ 
was much lefs deUghted, than alarmed, with the '^^^ ^*^"*- 
courage of the fenate, fmce it might one day eluded by 
prompt them ta refcue the public from domeftic ^om the* 
tyranny, as well as from foreign invafion. His military 
timid ingratitude was publiflied to his fubjefts, in 
an edifl which prohibited the fenators from ex- 
ercifing any military employment, and even from 
approaching the camps of the legions. But his 
fears were groundlefs. The rich and luxurious 
nobles, finking into their natural^ charafter, ac- 
cepted, as a favour, this difgraceful exemption 
from military fervice ; and as long as they were 
indulged in the enjoyment of their baths, their 
theatres, and their villas, they cheerfully refigned • 
the more dangerous cares of empire, to the rough 
hands of peafants and foldiers '^ 

Another invafion of the Alemanni, of a more GalUenufl 
formidable afpeft, but more glorious event, is «o«*ff.^» 

■^ ' o 'an alliance 

mentioned by a writer of the lower empire, with the 
Three hundred thoufand of that warlike people ^**"^'"* 
are faid to have been vanquiflied, in a' battle near 
Milan, by Gallienus in perfon, at the head of 
only ten thoufand Romans '*• We may however, 
with great probability, afcribe this incredible vic- 
tory, either to the credulity of the hiftorian, or 
to fome exaggerated exploits of one of the em* 
peror's lieutenaints. It was by arms of a very 

90 Aurel. V iftor, in Gallieno et Probo. Hit compiaintt breathe 
an oocommon fpirit of freedom. 

91 Zooaraty 1. zii. p. 631* 

£ e 2 different 
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CTtAp. difFcrcnt nature, that GalHenus endeavoured to 
._^ ^L^. protcft Italy from the fury of the Germans, He 
efpoufed Pipa the daughter of a king of the Mar- 
comanni, a Suevic tribe, which was often con- 
founded with the ALmunni in their wars and 
conquefts**v To the father, as the price of his 
alliance, he granted an ample feltlentent in Pan- 
nonia. The native charms of unpoliflicd beauty 
fecm to have fixed the daughter in the affedions 
of the inconftant emperor, and the bands of policy 
were nvore firmly conneftcd by thofe of love. But 
the haughty prejudice of Rome ftill refufed the 
Jiame of marriage, to the profane mixture of a 
citizen and a barbarian ; and has fligmatized the 
German princcfs with the opprobrious title of con- 
cubine of Gallienus •*. 
Inroads of m^ Wg have already traced the emigratioa of 
the Gpths from Scandinavia, or at lead froni 
Pruflia, tq the mouth of the Boryfthenes, and 
have followed their viftorious arms from the Bo- 
ryfthenes ta the Danube. Under the reigns of 
Valerian and Gallienus, the frontier of the laft- 
mentioned river was perpetually infefted by th« 
inroads of Germans and Sarmatians ; but it was 
defended by the Romans with more than ufual 
firmnefs and fuccefs. The provinces that were 
the feat of war, recruited the armies of Rome 
with an ioexhauftible fupply of hardy fokliers ; 
and more than one of thefe lUyrian peafants at- 

f^ 0»e of the vifion calls him Kino^ of the Marcomaiijai ; the 
•fhcr, of the Germans. 
» Sa TiUenioot, il d. Jes t^inpereurs^ torn. iii. p. ^S> Sec. 
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tamed the ftation, and difplayed the abilities, tf f C H A p.: 
a general. Though flying parties of the barbae '_,-/-T_r 
nans, who inceflaiitly hovered on the banks of 
the Danube, penetrated fometimes to the confine 
of Italy and Macedonia ; their progrefs was com- 
monly checked, or their return intercepted, by 
the Imperial lieutenants ^^ But the great ftre^m 
of the Gothic hoftilities was diverted into a very 
different channel. The Goths, in their new fettle* 
ment of the Ukraine, foon became mafters of 
the northern coaft of the Euxine : to the fouth of 
that inland fea, were fituated the foft and wealthy 
provinces of Afia Minor, which poflefled all that 
could attraft, and nothing that could refifti a hat¥> 
bariaa conqueror. 

The banks of the Boryfthenes are only (ixty Conqueft 
miles diftant from the narrow entrance^* of the phorusby' 
peninfula of Grim Tartary, known to the aacient^ *^« Ootiisi 
under the name of Cherfonefus Taurica ^\ Oa 
that hofpitable fhore, Euripides, embelUfliinf 
with exquifite art the tales of antiquity, ha$ 
placed the fcene of one of his moft affediag tra- 
gedies *\ The bloody facrifioes of IXiana, ibc 
arrival of Oreftes and Py lades, and the criumpk 
■of virtue and religion over favage fiercencfs, feive 
to reprefent an hiltorical truth, that the Tauri, 

94 See the lives of Claudius, Aurelian^ and Probut* in Uie Att» 
gnrtan Hiftory. 

95 It is about half a league in brcadtti. - Geoealogicftl Hitoiy of 
the Tartars, p. 59U. 

9^ M. dc Pevifoiiel, urho had been French conful at Caffa, in Ins 
Obfci vat ions lur ies F«uples Uarbareti ^ui oni hal>it^ Inbordftdu 

97 EuripiJcs in Iphigfnia in Taurid* 

Ee 3 the 
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CHAP, the original inhabitants of the peninfula, were; 
in fome degree, reclaimed from their brutal man- 
ners, by a gradual intercourfe with the Grecian 
colonies, which fettled along the maritime coaft. 
The little kingdom of Bofphorus, whofe capital 
was (ituated on the Straits, through which the 
Mdcotis communicates itfelf to the Euxine, was 
compofed of degenerate Greeks, and half civil- 
ized barbarians, k fubfifted, as an independent 
ftate, from the time of the Peloponnefian war '% 
was at laft fwallowed up by the ambition of Mi- 
thridates *•, and, with the reft of his dominions, 
funk under the weight of the Roman arms. From 
the reign of Auguftus '% the kings of Boiphorus 
were the humble, but not ufelefs, allies of the 
empire. By prefents, by arms, and by a flight 
fortification drawn acrofs the Ifthmus, they ef- 
fectually guarded againft the roving plunderers 
of Sarmatia, the accefs of a country, which, from 
its peculiar fituation and convenient harbours, 
commanded the Euxine fea and Afia Minor '^\ 
As long as the fceptre was poflefTed by a lineal 
fucceffion of kings, they acquitted themfel.ves of 
their important charge with vigilance and fuccefs. 
Domeftic fadtions, and the fears, or private in- 

9S Strabo> 1. fii. p. 309. The firft kings of Bufphurus were the 
lilies of Athens. 

99 Appian in MithriJat. 
. <^ It was reduced by the arms of Agrippa. OroGnSy ti. st. 
Eutropius, vii. 9. The Romans once advanced within thiee d^ys 
march of the Tanais. Tacit. Annal. xii. 17. 

loi See the Toxaris of Luciao, if we credit the fincerity and the 
Tirtues of the Scythian, who relates a great war of his nation agaiatt 
the kings of Bofphorus* 

tereft. 
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tercft, of obfcure ufurpers, who feized on the c h a p. 
vacant throne, admitted the Goths into the heart ^..,— ,.^— .1 
of Bofphorus. With the acquifition of a fuper- \ 

flaous wafte of fertile foil, the conquerors ob- 
tained the command of a naval force, fufiicient 
to tranfport their armies to the coaft of Afia****. 
The fhips ufed in the navigation of the Euxme whoac- 
were of a very fmgular conftruAion. They were val7orce.*' 
flight flat-bottomed barks framed of timber only, 
without the lead mixture of iron, and occafion* 
ally covered with a (helving roof, on the appear- 
ance of a temped "^'. In thefe floating houfes^ 
the Ooths carelefsly trufted themfelves to the 
mercy of an unknown fea, under the conduft of 
failors prefled into the fervice, and whofe fldll 
and fidelity were equally fufpicious. But the 
hopes of plunder had baniflied every idea of dan. 
ger, and a natural fearleiTnefs of temper fupf^ed 
in their minds the more rational confidence, which 
is the juft refult of knowledge and experience. 
Warriors of fuch a daring fpirit mufl have often 
murmured againft the cowardice of their guides-, 
who required the ftrongeft aflurances of a fettled 
calm before they would venture to embark; and 
would fcarcely ever be tempted to lofe fight of 
the land. Such, at leaft, is the praftice of the 
modern Turks **"* ; and they are probably not in- 
ferior, in the art of navigation, to the ancient in- 
habitants of Bofphorus. 

«o« Zofimus, I. i. p. »8. * 

■05 Str^lto, I.xi. T'icii. Hift.iii. 47- — They were ctkWedCamarat 
'04'^eea fery natural |>i6lure of the Euxinc navigation^ in the 
xvith ietici of Tuurnefurt. 

Ee4 The 



Digitized by 



Google 



414 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The fleet of the Goths, leavmg the coaft 6f 

Circaffia on the left hand^ firft appeared before 

Firftnawi pjtyus *°* the utmoft Hmits of the Roman pro- 

of the vinces; a city provided with a convenient port, 

^*'*^** and fortified with a ftrong wall. Here they met 

with a refiftance more obllinate than they had 

reafon to expert from the feeble garrifon of a 

diftant fortrefs. They were repulfed ; and their 

difappointment feemed to diminiih the terror of 

the Gothic name. As long as SuccefSanus, an 

officer of fuperior rank and merit, defended that 

frontier, all their efforts were inefft&ual } but as 

ibon as he was removed by Valerian to a more 

faoaourable but lefs important ftation, they refumed 

the attack of Pityus ; and, by the deftruclion of 

that city, obliterated the memory of their former 

difgrace*^. 

iffcefioihi Circlinif round the eaflern extremity of the 

Df Deffc and ^ , 

take Tre- Euxine fea, the navigation from Pityus to Trebi* 
*^''**"'*- zond is about three hundred miles '*'^ The 
courfe of the Goths carried them in fight of the 
country of Colchis, fo famous by the expedition 
of the Argonauts; and they even attempted, 
though without fuccefs, to pillage a rich temple 
at the mouth of the river Phafis. Trebizond, 
celebrated in the retreat of the ten thoufand as an 
ancient colony of Greeks "*, derived its wealth 

*^5 Arrian places the frontier garrifon at Diofcurias, or Schallo- 
polisy forty. four miles to the eaift o^ Pityus. The gamfon of hhafis 
torSiiUd in his time of ooiy fDur4iua<lred foot* See the Periplas of 
the £uxtne. 

ie6y>2o(jiiius, \,\, p. 30. 

^^7 Arrian (in Peripio Maris Euxin. p. 130 ) calU Ui« dtftance 
%6io ftadia. 

,f<^ ^ncphon. Aiubafjs^ I. iv. p. 3^8, Edit. Hutchiofon. 
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and fplendoor from the munificence of the em* e h a p. 
peror Hadrian, wh-j had conftruQed an artificial 
port on a coaft left deftitute by nature of fecure 
harbours *®^ The city was large and populous ; 
a, double enclofure of walls feemed to defy the 
fury of the Goths, and the ufual garrifon had 
been ftrengthened by a reinforcement of ten thou- 
fand men. But there are not any advantages 
capable of fupplying the abfence of difcipline and 
vigilance. The numerous garrifon of Trebizond, 
diflblved in riot and luxury, difdained to guard 
their impregnable fortifications. The Goths foon 
difcovered the fupine negligence of the befieged^ 
erefted a lofty pile of fafcines, afcended the walls 
in the Olence of the night, and entered the de* 
fencelefs city, fword in hand. A general maf* 
facre of the people enfued, whilft the affrighted 
foldiers efcaped through the oppofite gates of the 
town. The moft holy temples, and the mofl 
l^epdid edifices, were involved in a common 
deftruQion. The booty that fell ihto the hands of 
the Goths was immenfe : the wealth of the adja- 
cent countries had been depofited in Trebizond, 
as in a fecure place of refuge. The number of 
captives was incredible, as the viiflorious bar- 
barians ranged without oppofition through the 
extenfive province of Pontus **^ The rich fpoils 
of Trebizond filled a great fleet of (hips that had 
been found in the port. The robult youth of the 

*«9 Arrian, p. 129. The general ohfcrTation is Tourncfoil'i. 

"o Sec an epiftlc of Gregory Thaumaturi;u:?, biihop of Nco- 
(JslJuea, q^ote4 b^ Mafcou, v. 37. 
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CHAP, fea-coaft were chained to the oar ; and the Goths, 
._^ '^ . fatisfied with the fuccefs of their firft naval expe- 
dition, returned in triumph to their new eftablifli- 
ments in the kingdom of Bofphorus "'. 
The ft- The fecond expedition of the Goths was un- 

dtnon of" dertaken with greater powers of men and Ihips ; 
ihe Goths. ^^ jhgy fteered a diflferent courfe, and, difdain- 
ing the exhaufted provinces of Pontus, followed 
the weftern coaft of the Euxine, paffed before the 
wide mouths of the Boryfthenes, the Niefter, and 
the Danube, and increafmg their fleet by the cap- 
ture of a great number of fiOiing barks, they 
approached the narrow outlet through which the 
Euxine fea pours its waters into the Mediterra- 
nean, and divides the continents of Europe and 
Afia. The garrifon of Chalcedon was encamped 
near the temple of Jupiter Urius, on a promon- 
tory that commanded the entrance of the Strait ; 
and fo inconfiderable were the dreaded invafions 
of the barbarians, that this body of troops fur- 
They pafled in number the Gothic army. But ic was 
thecWcuof *°^ numbers alone that they furpaffed it. They 
Bitbynia. dcferted with precipitation their advantageous poft, 
and abandoned the town of Chalcedon, mod 
plentifully ftored with arms and money, to the 
difcretron of the conquerors. Whilft they hefi- 
tated whether they (hould prefer the fea or land, 
Europe or Afia, for the fcene of their hoftihties, 
a perfidious fugitive pointed out Nicomedia, once 
the capital of the kings of Bithynia, as a rich 
and eafy conqucd. He guided the march, which 

)>* ZoGmu$, 1. i. p. i2f 33. 
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was only fixty miles from the camp of Chalce- c h a p, 
don "% diredled the refiftlefs attack, and partook 
of the booty ; for the Goths had learned fufficient 
policy to reward the traitor, whom they detefted. 
Nice, Prufa, Apasmsea, Cius, cities that had 
fometimes rivalled, or imitated, the fplendour of 
Nicomedia, were involved in the fame calamity, 
which, in a few weeks, raged without controul 
through the whole province of Bithynia. Three 
hundred years of peace, enjoyed by the foft inha- 
bitants of Afia, had aboli(hed the exercife of 
arms, and removed the apprehenfion of danger. 
The ancient walls were fuflFered to moulder away, 
and all the revenue of the mod opulent cities was 
referved for the conftruftion of baths, temples, 
and theatres "^ 

When the city of Cyzicus withftood the utmoft Rerreit of 
effort of Mithridates "% it was diftinguiflied by 
wife laws, a naval power of two hundred gal- 
lies, and three arfenals ; of arms, of military 
engines, and of corn"*. It was (till the feat of 
wealth and luxury ; but of its ancient ftrength, 
nothing remained except the fituation, in a little 
ifland of the Propontis, connefted with the con- 
tinent of Afia only by two bridges. From the 
recent fack of Prufa, the Goths advanced within 
eighteen miles "* of the city, which they had 

»" Itioer* Hierofolym. p. 57a. Wcffcling. 

"»l Zofimuv, I. i. p. 32, 33, 

"4 He beficged ihe place with 400 gallics, 150,000 foot, and t 
numeruus cavalry. See Piutarch in Lucul* Af)^iaii in Mitbridat. 
Ciccio pro Ltge Minilia, c. 8* 

"5 Strabo, 1. xii. p. 573. 

116 Pocock'i Dcfcfiption of the Eaft, 1. ii. c, 13; 24. 

6 devoted 
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devoted to deftruftion ; but the ruin of Cyzicus 
was delayed by a fortunate accident. The feafon 
was rainy, and the lake Apolloniates, the refervoir 
of all the fprings of Mount Olympus, rofe to an 
uncommon height. The little river of Rhyndacus, 
which iffues from the lake, fwelled into a broad 
and rapid ftream, and flopped the progrefs of the 
Goths. Their retreat to the maritime city of 
Heraclea, where the fleet had probably been fta* 
doned^^was attended by a long train of waggons, 
laden with the fpoils of Bithynia, and was marked 
by the flames of Nice and Nicomedia, which they 
wantonly burnt "^ - Some obfcure hints are men- 
tioned of a doubtful combat that fecured their 
retreat "^ But even a complete viftory would 
have been of little moment, as the approach of 
the autumnal equinox fummoned them to haften 
their return. To navigate the Euxine before the 
month of May, or after that of September, is 
efteemed by the modern Turks the moft unquef- 
tionable inftance of raflmefs and folly "^ 
Third nil- When we are informed that the third fleet, 
dUion oV equipped by tlie Goths in the ports of Bofphorus, 
the Goths, confifted of five hundred fail of fliips ***, our ready 
imagination inftantly computes and multiplies 
the formidable armament ; but, as we are aflured 

■<7 Zufimus, 1. i. p. 33. 

118 Syncelius tcHs an unintelligible ftory of Prince Odenathus, who 
doftami the Goths, and who was killed by Prince Odintabus» 

>i9 Voyages dc Chardin, torn. i. |«. 45. He failed with the Turks 
from Coiiftantinople to Caffa. 

lao Syncelius (p. ^z.) fpeaks of tbii expeditions as undertaken 
by the iiciuli. 
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by the judicious Strabo "", that the piratical veflels 
ufed by the barbarians of Pontus and the Leffer 
Scythia, were not capable of containing more 
than twenty.five or thirty men, we may fafely 
affirm, that fifteen thoufand warriors, at the 
mod, embarked in this great expedition. Impa- 
tient of the limits of the Euxine, they fteered 
their deftiuflive courfe from the Cimmerian to 
the Thracian Bofj:horus. When they had alrtioft 
gained the middle of the Straits, they were fud- 
denly driven back to the entrance of them; till Thcypaft 
a favourable wind, fpringing up the next day, phorusind 
carried them in a few hours into the placid fea, ^^^ H<U<i^ 
or rather lake, of the Propontis. Their landing 
on the little ifland of Cyzicus was attended with 
the ruin of that ancient and noble city. Froin 
thence' ifluing again through the narrow paffage 
of the Hellefpont, they purfued their winding 
navigation amidft the numerous iflands fcattered 
over the Archipelago, or the iEgean Sea. The 
affiftance of captives and deferters mufl: have been 
very necelTary to pilot their veflels, and to dirtSt 
their various incurfions, as well on the coaft of 
Greece as on that of Afia. At length the Gothic 
fleet anchored in the port of Plrsus, five miles 
diftant from Athens*", which had attempted to 
make fome preparations for a vigorous defence. 
Cleodamus, one of the engineers employed by 
the emperor's orders to fortify the maritime cities 
againft the Goths,, had already begun to repair 
the ancient walls fallen to decay fince the time of 

*»* Strabo, I. %\, p. 493. *" Pl'n Hift. Natur. iii.7. 
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CHAP. Sylla. The efforts of his fkill were ineffe£tual^ 
and the barbarians became mafters of the native 
feat of the mufes and the arts. But while the 
conquerors abandoned thenifelves to the licence 
of plunder and intemperance, their fleets that lay 
with a (lender guard in the harbour of Piraeus^ 
wzs unexpeftedly attacked by the brave Dexip- 
pus, who, flying with the engineer Cleodamus 
from the fack. of Athens, collefted a hafty band 
of volunteers, peafants as well as foldiers, and in 
fome meafure avenged the calamities of- his coun* 
try'". 
' fatagc But this exploit, whatever luftre it might (bed 

' Sf^ttn" ^^ ^^^ declining age of Athens, ferved rather to 

Italy. irritate than to fubdue the undaunted fpirit of 
the northern invaders. A general conflagration 
blazed out at the fame time in every diftrid of 
Greece. Thebes and Argos, Corinth and Sparta, 
which had formerly waged fuch memorable wars 
againft each other, were now unable to bring an 
army into the field, or even to defend their ruined 
fortifications. The rage of war, both by land 
and by fea, fpread from the eaftern point of 
Siinium to the weflern coaft of Epirus. The 
Goths had already advanced within fight of Italy, 
when the approach of fuch imminent danger 
awakened the indolent Gallienus from his dream 

of pleafure. The emperor appeared in arms; 

\ 

*>3 Hid. Augtift. p. iSt. Viflor, c. '53. Orofius, vii, 41. Zo- 
*fimu8, 1. i. p 55. Zonar3s> J. xii. 635. Syncellus, p. 38a. It 
|t iwt without tome attention, that we can explain and conciliate 
their imperfe^ hints. We can ftill difcover Tome traces of the par- 
tiality of Dexippus, Id the relation of his own aod bis countxymen*i 
exploits. 
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and his prefence fefims to have checked the ^ ** ^ ^• 
ardour, and to have divided the ftrength, of the y.^^,^-m^ 
enemy. Naulobatus, a chief of the Heruli, ^onVwd^' 
accepted an honourable capitulation, entered with retrnt. 
a large body of his' countrymen into the fervice 
of Rome, and was invefted with the ornaments 
of the confular dignity, which had never before 
been profaned by the bands of a barbarian '*^ 
Great numbers of the Goths, difgufted with the 
perils and hardfltips of a tedious voyage, broke 
into Maefia, with a defign of forcing their way 
over the Danube to their fettlements in the 
Ukraine. The wild attempt would have proved 
inevitable deftruftion, if the difcord of the Roman 
generals had not opened to the barbarians the 
means of an efcape '^'. The fmall remainder of 
this deftroying hoft returned on board their vef- 
fels ; and meafuring back their way through the 
Hellefpont and the Bofphorus, ravaged in their 
paflage the fhores of Troy, whofe fame, immor* 
talized by Homer, will probably furvive the me- 
mory of the Gothic conquefts. As foon as they 
found themfelves in fafety within the bafon of the 
Euxine, they landed at Anchialus in Thrace, near 
the foot of Mount Hsemus: and, after all their 
toils, indulged themfelves in the ufe of thofe 
pleafant and falutary hot baths. What remamed 

>*4 Syncellus, p. 382* This body of Heruli was for a long time 
faithful and fannous. 

>*S Claudius, who comnsanded on the Danube, thought with pro- 
priety and ii^td with fpirit. His cgileiigue was jealous of his fame. 
Hift. Auguft. p. xSi. 

of 
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et the voyage wa$ a fliort and cafy naTigadbn ***# 
Such was the various hte of this third and greateft 
of th^ir naval cRterprifei. It may feem <Ufficult 
to conceive^ how the original body of fifteen 
thoufand warriors could fuftain the lofles and divi^ 
iions of fo bold an adventure. .But as their 
numbers were gradually wafted by the fvor49 by 
ibipwreckSy and by the influence of a warm cli-* 
mate^ they were perpetually renewed by troopg of 
banditti and defierters, who flocked to the ftand-* 
ard of plunder, and by a crowd of fugitive flaves^ 
often of German or Sarmatian extraction, who 
eagerly feized the glorious opportunity of free* 
dom and revenge. In thefe expeditions, the Go- 
thic nation claimed a fuperior fhare of honour 
and danger ; but the tribes that fought under the 
Gothic banners are fometimes diftinguiflied and 
{bmetimes confounded in the imperfed hiftories 
of that age; and as the barbarian fleets feemed 
to iflue from the mouth of the Tanais, the vaguf 
but familiar appellation of Scythians was frequently 
bcflowed on the mixed multitude "'. 
Rninofthe I^ ^^^ general calamities of mankind, the death 
^,>ie of of an individual, however exalted, the ruin of an 
edifice, however famous, are pafled over with 
carelefs inattention. Yet we cannot forget that 
the temple of Diana at Ephefus, after having 
tifen with increafing fplendour from fcven re* 

■** Jomandes, c. ao. 

*^ Zj run IIS and ihe Greeks (as the author of the ?bilopatris) giV6 
ibe naoit of Scythians to thole whom Jornandes, snd the Latin writers^ 
conftantlj reprefent as Goths. 
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p^td misfortunes '*% was finally burnt by tbe ^ ^^ '• 
Goths in their third naval invafion. The arts of 
Greece, and the wealth of Afia» had confpired to 
ere& that iacred and magnificent ftnidiire. It 
was fupported by an hundred and twenty-feven' 
marble colunms of the Ionic order. They were 
the gifts of derout monarcht^ and each was fixty 
feet high. The altar was adorned with the ma& 
terly fculptures of Praxiteles, who had, perhaps, 
fekded from the favourite legends of the place^ 
the birth of the divine children of Latona, the 
concealment of Apollo after the flaughter of the 
Cyclops, and the clemency of Bacchus to the 
vanquiihed Amazons **'• Yet the length of the 
temple of Ephefus was only four hundred^ and 
twenty-five feet, about two<-diirds of the meafure 
of the church of St. Peter's at Rome **^ In the 
other dimenfions, it was fUU more inferior to 
that fublime produfBon of modem architeSure. 
The fpreading arms of a Chriftian crofs require a 
much greater breadth than the oblong temples 
of the Pagans; and the boldeft artifts of and>- 
quity would have been ftarded at the propofal of 
raifing in the air a dome of the fize and propor* 
tions of the paatheon. The temple of Diana 
was, however, admired as one of the wonders of 
the world. Succeffive empires, the Perfian, the 

*^' Hift. Auguft* p. 17S. Jornandesy c.io. 

**9 StrabOy I. xiv« pk 640. Vitruvius, ). u c. i« prsfat. h vii. 
Tacit* Annal. iii. 61. Piin. Hift. Nat. xxxvi. 14. 

'SO The length of St. Peter^t is S40 Roman palms 1 each palm it 
veiy little jhort of nine EngliiK inches. See Greaves't Mtfcellaniee* 
Vol. i« p* 133 s On the-Roman foot. 

Vol. L F f Mace- 
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CHAp« Matedonian> and the Romany had revered ki 
^i^^mp*i» fan£tity, and enriched its fplendour ***• But the 
rude favages of the Baltic were deftitute of a tafte 
for the degant arts^ and chey defpifed the ideal 
terrors of a foreign fuperftition *'\ 
Ctfndttftof Another circumftance is related of thefe inva^ 
tbeGorht fions, which might deferve our notice, were it 
not jultly to be fufpected as the nnciful conceit 
of a recent fophift. We are told, that, in the 
fack of Athens^ the Goths l^ad colleded all the 
libraries, and were on the point of fetting fire to 
this funeral pile of Grecian learning, had not one 
of their chiefs, of more refined policy than his 
brethren, difluaded them from the defign ; by 
the profound obfervation, that as long as (he 
Greeks were addi&ed to the ftudy of books, 
they would never apply themfelves to the exer- 
cife of arms ''\ The fagacious counfellor (fliould 
the truth of the h& be admitted) reafoned like 
an ignorant barbarian. In the moft polite and 
^werful nations, genius of every kind has diC> 
pbyed itfelf about the fame period ; and the age 
of fcience has generally been the age of military 
virtue and fuccefs. 



vs* Tlie p*>t€]r» howcfir» of Om Ranmt indac«d them to abridge 
the extent of the frnAvaiy or aiyhKn, which by fucceflive pririleget 
had fpread itfelf t^#o Aadta round the temple. Strabo, I* xiv. p. 641* 
Tactt. AoMil. in. 6o» &e« 

*i« They offend no (acrificcs to the Grecian godt. See EpiftoU 
Gregor. Thaumet., 

ati Zonafjii, U xfi. p* 635. Such an anecdote waa perfeAJy fuitcd 
to the tafte of 'Montaigne. He makes ule of it in hia agreeable Eiay 
on Pedantryi 1. i« c« a4« 

IV. ITie 
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IV* The new foverdgni of Perfia, Altaxetees c h^a p. 
&nd hk foh Sapof) bad triumphed (as we have y.^.^^^-^ 
already fceti) oVef the houfe of Arface^. Of the J^^* 
many pHnces 6f that ancient race, Chofroes, niabytht 
king of Armehia, had alone preferved both his ^«'^*^** 
life alnd his independence. He defended him- 
felf by the natural ftretigth of his coiintfy j By 
the perpetual refort of nigidves and malecoii- 
tents ; by the alliance of the Romans, and, above 
all^ by hit own courage; Invincible in jtrihs, 
djurihg a thirty years war, he was at length aiTaf* 
filiated by the emiffarfes of Sapot king of Perfia. 
The patriotic fatraps of Armenia, who aflerted 
the fteedbm and dignity of the crown, implored 
the proteflioii of Rome in favour of Tiridates 
the lawful heif* But the fon of Chofroes was aH 
Infant, the allies were at a diftance, and the Per-^ 
fian monai'bh iidvanced towai'ds the frontier at 
the head of an irrefiftible force. YoUng Tiridates, 
the future hope of his country, was faved by the 
fidelity of a fervant, and Armenia continued 
above twenty.feven years a reludant province of 
the great monarchy of Perfla '**. Elated with this 
eafy conquefl:^ and prefuming on the diftrefles or 
the degeneracy of the Romans, Sapor obliged the 
flrong garrifons of Carrhae and Nifibis to furren* 
der, and fpread devaftation and terror on either 
fide of the Euphrates. 

>}4. Mofes Cborenenfisy ]. ii. c. 71. 731 74« Sotianit, 1. tiu 
p. 6xS. The autbeniic relation of the Armenian hiftotian feryet to 
reaify the confufed account of the Greek, The latter talks of ikt 
chiidj:«o of Tiridates, nho at that time was himftif «n iiifinU 
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The lofs of an important frontier, the rmn of 
a faithful and natural ally, and the rapid fuccefs 
inarciies ^^ Sapor's ambition, affefted Rome with a deep 
into the fenfe of the infult as well as of the danger* Va- 
***• lerian flattered himfelf, that the vigilance of his 
lieutenants would fufficiently provide for the 
fafety of the Rhine and of the Danube ; but he 
refolved, notwithftanding his advanced age, tQ 
march in perfon to the defence of the Euphrates. 
During his progrefs through Afia Minor, the 
naval enterprifes of the Goths were fufpended,^ 
^d the afflicted province enjoyed a tranfient and 
fallacious calm. He pafled the Euphrates, en« 
countered the Periian monarch near the walls of 
Xs defeated Edefla, was vanquifhed, and taken prifoner by 
Jrifo2*by Sapor. The particulars of this great event are 
Sapor king darkly and imperfectly reprefented ; yet, by the 
A.O.'^sVe. glimmering light which is afforded us, we may 
difcover a long feries of imprudence, of error, 
«nd of deferved misfortune on the fide of the 
Roman emperor. He repofed an implicit con- 
fidence in Macrianus, his Praetorian pr8ef6^"^ 
That worthlefs minifter rendered his mafter for* 
midable only to the oppreffed fubjeds, and con-« 
temptible to the enemies of Rome"*. By his 
weak or wicked counfels, ther Imperial army was 
' betrayed into a fituation, where valour and mili- 
tary Ml were equadly unavailing'". The vi* 
gorous attempt of the Romans to cut their way 
through the Perfian hoft, was repulfed with great 

^S Hift. Auguft. p. 19T. As Macrianuf wtt an enemy to the 
Chriftians, they charged him with being a raagician. 

■<fi Zofim\i8| 1. i, p. 13. 117 Hift. Augoft. p. 174. 

daughter ; 
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flanghter *'• ; add Sapor^ who cncompafled the ^ ^^ **• 
camp with fuperior numbers^ patiently waited 
till the increafing rage of famine and peftilence 
had enfured his viftory. The licentious mur<> 
murs of the legions foon accufed Valerian as the 
caufe of their calamities ; their feditious clamours 
demanded an inftant capitulation. An immenfe 
fum of gold was offered to purchafe the permif- 
fion of a difgcaceful retreat. But the Perfian^ 
confcious of his fupertority, refufed the money 
with difdain; and detaining the deputies, ad« 
vanced in order of battle^to the foot of the Ro<* 
man rampart, and infifted on a perfonal confer* 
cnce with the emperor. Valerian was reduced 
to the neceffity of intruding his life and dignity 
to the faith of an enemy. The interview ended 
as it was natural to expe^. The emperor wal 
made a prifoner, and his aftoniflied troops Isud 
down their arms "^ In fuch a moment of trU 
umph, the pride and policy of Sapor prompted 
him to fill the vacant throne with a fucceflbr > 
entirely dependent on his pleafure. Cyriades, an 
ebfcure fugitive of Antioch, ftained with every 
vice, was chofen to diflionour the Roman purple } 
and the will of the Perfian viftor could not fail of 
being ratified by the acclamations, however reluc« 
tant, of the captive army "^. 

■iS Viflor in Caefar* Eatropius, ix. 7* 

119 Zofimui, 1. i. p. 33. ZonarasyU xii. p. 6so. Peter Patricius, 
10 the Excerpta Legat. p. *$• 

>4d Hift. Auguft. p. 185. The reign of Cyriadet appears in that 
colteaion prior to the death of Valerian j but I have preferred a pro- 
bable feciei of cfeQts to tht doubtful chronology of a moft maccurats 
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The Imperial Have was eager to fecare ch4 
favour of his mafter by au a& of treafon to his 
owruBt ^^^^^ country. Hp <;oa4u£led Sapor over tha 
6irrii,ci. £uphr»tes» and, by the way of Chaids, to tba 
Cipp^ metropolis of the ISaftf So rapid were the mov 
tions of t)ie Ferfian cavalry, that, if we may 
credit a very jpdiclous hiftorian'^S the dty of 
Aatioch was furprifed when the idle multitude 
jmM fondly gating on the amufements of the 
theatre* The fplendid buildings of Antioch^ 
private as well as public, were either pillaged or 
deftroyed; and the numerous inhabitants were 
put to the fword, or led away into captivity ''^^ 
The tide of devaftation was flopped for a moment 
by the refolution of the high prieil of Emefsu 
Arrayed in his facerdotal robes, he appeared at 
the head of a great body of fanatic peafantSy 
9rmed <mly with flings, and defended his god and 
his property from the facrilegious hands of the 
followers of Zoroaftejr *^K But the ruin of Tar- 
i fus, and of many other cities, fumiflies a melan^ 
(holy proof, that, except in this fingular inftanc^ 
the conqueft of Syria and Cilicia fcarcely inter- 
fnipted the progrefs of the PerQan arijis. The 
advantages of the oarrow pafles of mount Tau? 
xu» were abaa.dpn.ed, in which an invader, whofe 
principal force confided in his cavalry, would 
have been engaged in a, very unequal combat: 

- >4i The iack of Antioch^ anticipated by fome biftoriansy it affigned, 
by the decifive teftimony of Aiiiiiiiaouf Marccllinut, to the rcifn of 
Gellienut, xxiit. 5. 

»4* Zo(ifflu^» I. i« p. ?5. 

>4i John Mtlala, com. i. p. 391. He convptl t)iii probaW< 
ffwp by fome fabulous circiuiiftaa|5ei« 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 439 

and Sipor was permitted to form the fi^ of ^ ^^ ^* 
Casfarea, the capital of Cappadocia; a dty, 
though of the fecond rank, which was fuppofed ^ 
to contain four hundred thoufand inhabitants. 
Demofthenes commanded in the place^ not fo 
much by the commiifion of the emperor, as in 
the voluntary defence of his country. For a 
long time he deferred its fate ; and, when at laft 
Casfarea was betrayed by the perfidy of a phy- 
fician» he cut his way through the Perfians, who 
had been ordered to exert their utmoft diligence 
to take him alive. This heroic chief efcaped 
the power of a foe, who might either have ho- 
noured or punifhed his obflinafe valour; bat 
many thoufands of his fellow-citizens were in« 
volved in a general maliacret and Sapor i# accuied 
of treating his prifoners with wanton s^d unrelent- 
ing cruelty '^. Much ihould undoubtedly be 
allowed for national animofity, much for humbled 
pride and impotent revenge ; yet, upon the whole, 
it is certain that the fame prince* who in Arme- 
nia had difplayed the mild afpe^ of a legifIator» 
fliewed himfelf to the Romans under the ftern 
features of a conqueror. He defpaired of making 
any permanent eftablifliment in the empire, and 
fought only "-o leave behind him a waited defert, 
wliiKl he tranfported into Perfia the people and 
the treafures of the provinces '*% 

>44 Zonaras, ]• xii. p, 630. Deep vallies were filled up with the 
llain. Crowtts of priibners were diiven to water like beatis^'and 
many periihe^l tor want of foud, 

<4S Zofimus^ 1. !• p. 15. aflertSy that Sapor, had be not preferred 
ipoil to conqucfty might have remained ma(Ur of Afki* 

Ff 4 At 
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At the dme when the Eaft trembled at ths 
name of Sapor, he received a prefent not unwor^ 
fndlvlcccrt ^^y ^^ ^^^ greateft kings j a long train of cameh 
of odeDa- lad^n with the moft rare and valuable mercban- 
a^!nft d*fc8. The rich ofiering was accompanied with 
^por. an epiftle, refpeftfiil but not fervile, from Ode- 
natbus, • one of the noblefl: and moft dpulent 
fenators of Palmyra. " Who is this Odenathos/^ 
(faid the haughty vidor, and he con^manded 
that the prefents fliould be caft into the £u* 
phrates) ^^ that he thus infolently prefumes to 
^^ write to his lord ? tf he entertains a hope of 
^* mitigating his puniihments, let him fall pro* 
^^ ftrate before the foot of our throne with his 
^^ hands bound behind his back. Should he 
^ hefitate, fwift deftrudion (hall be poured on 
^* his heady on his whole race, and on his coun? 
€€ try'**/* The defperate extremity to which 
the Palmyrenian was reduced, called into adion 
' all the latent powers of his foul. He met Sapor ; 
but he met him in arms. Infufing his own fpi- 
rit into a little army collefted from the villages 
of Syria '*% and the tents of the defcrt *♦•, he 
hovered round the Perfian hoft, harafled their 
retreat, carried off part of the treafure, and, 
what was dearer than any treafure, feveral of the 

'46 Peter Pitriciut in Excerpt. Leg. p. S9. 

■47 Syrorum agreftium manik. Sextus Kufut, c. S3. Ruftit 
Vi£lor« the Augaftan Hiftorj (p. i9t.)» ^nU fereral infcriptions 
agree in making Odenathus a citiaen of Palmyra* 

>4S He poflefled fo powerful an intereft among the wandering 
tribes, that Procopius (Bell, Perfic. 1. ii. c. 5.) and John M<^!ala 
(torn. !• p. 35^1.} ftjrle him prince of the Saraceni* 
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women of the Great King ; who was at laft ^ "^^ ^* 
oblig^ to repafs the Euphrates with fome marks ^'^^m^^ r '^r^ 
of hafte and confufion '*•. By this exploit, Ode- 
nathus laid the foundations of his future fame 
and fortunes. The majefty of Rome, opprefled 
by a Perfian, was prote^ed by a Syrian or Arab 
pf Palmyra. 

The voice of hiftory, which is often little Tmiment 
more than the organ of hatred or flattery, re- ^^•**"* 
proaches Sapor with a proud abufe of the rights 
pf conqueft. We are told that Valerian, in 
fchains, but invefted \yith the Imperial purple, 
was expofed to the multitude, a conftant fpeflacle 
of fallen greatnefs ; and that whenever the Per- 
fian monarch mounted oh horfeback, he placed 
his foot on the neck of a Roman emperor. 
Notwithdanding all the remonftrances of his 
allies, who repeatedly advifed him to remember 
the viciflitude of fortune, to dread the returning 
power of Rome, and to make his illuftrious cap- 
tive the pledge of peace, not the objed of infuit. 
Sapor Hill remained inflexible. When Valerian 
funk under the weight of fliame and grief, his 
ikin, ftuffed with draw, and formed into the 
likenefs of a human figure, was preferved for 
ages in the moft celebrated temple of Perfia ; a 
more real monument of triumph, than the fancied 
trophies of brafs and marble ' fo often ereded 
by Roman vanity "^ The tale is moral and 

pathetic, 

U9 Peter Patnciu8» p. 15. 

>5o The Pagin writers lament, the Chriftiaa infolt, the mitfor- 
tunet of Valerian. Their variout teftimoniet are accurately colle^led 
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pathetic, but the truth of it may very foirly be 
called in queftion. The letters ftill extant from 
the princes of the Eaft to Sapor, are manifefl: 
forgeries ''' ; nor is it natural to fuppofe that a 
jealous monarch fliould, even in the perfon of a 
rival, thus publicly degrade the majefty of kings* 
Whatever treatment the unfortunate Valerian 
might experience in Perfia^ it is at lead certain, 
that the only emperor of Rome who had ever 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, languilhed 
away his life in hopelefs captivity^ 
Churaaer The emperor Gallienus, who had long fup* 
•"^^■f*^ ported with impatience the cenforial feverity of 
of Gaiii- his father and colleague, received the intelligence 
of his misfortunes with fecret pleafure and avowed 
indifference. ** I knew that my father was a 
*^ mortal,^' faid he ; ^^ and fince he has a6ted as 
*' becomes a brave man, I am fatisfied/' Whilft 
Rome lamented the fate of her fovereign, 
the favage coldnefs of his fon was extolled by 
the fervile courtiers, as the perfect firmnefs of a 
hero and a ftoic '*\ It is difficult to paint the 
light, the various, the inconftant charafter of 
Gallienus, which he difplayed without conftraint, 
as foon as he became fole pofleffor of the empire. 
Jn every art that he attempted, his lively genius 

m 

by Tillemonr, torn. iii. p* 7391 &c. So little hat been preferred of 
eaftern htftory before Mahomet, that the modern PerGans are totally 
ignprant of the viAory of Sipor» an event fo gloriout to their lUtien* 
See Bibliotheque Orientale. 

* *s« One of thefe epiftlei it from Artavafdff^ king of Armenia 1 
fince Armenia was then a prbirince in Perfia, the king, the kingdom* 
and the epiftie, muft be fiflitiout. 
■If See bit life ia the Auguftan Hiftory. 
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imabkd him to fucceed ; 9nd as his genms wa$ ^ ^ a p. 
deftitote of judgment, he attempted every art^ 
except the important ones of war and govern.- 
ment. He was a mafter of feveral curious but 
ufelefs fcienceSy a ready orator, and elegant 
poet"', a ficilful gardener, an excellent cook» 
and mod contemptible prince. When the great 
emergencies of the ftate required his preibnce 
and attention, he was engaged in converiation 
with the philofopher Plotinus *^\ wafting his time 
in trifling or licentious pleafures, preparing his 
initiation to the Grecian myfteriet, or foliciting 
a place in the Areopagus of Athens. His pro* 
fure magnificence infulted the general poverty; 
the folemn ridicule of his triumphs imprefled a 
deqier fenfe of the public difgrace'". The 

repeated 

'f) There it dill extant a rtry pretty Epitbalamiuniy compofed b]r 
GaUienot for the noptialt of hi* nephews, 

Ite ait, O Jufenea, pariter fodatt nedunia 

Omnibus, inter vot i npn nurmura ? eftra columhss, 

Bnchia noa Htdena, son rincant ofcula Coochae. 
'H Hv was on the point of ^ving P!otinoB a ruined city of Cam- 
lanta, 10 try the esperimcnt of lealising Plato^s Republic. See the 
(i/e o^ Plotinut, by Porphyry, in Fabricius^s Biblioth. Gr«c« 1. it* 

^S5 A nneilai which bears the head of Gallienus has perplexed the 
aatiqnanans by its legend sftd reverfe ; the former <MH*nM Auptft^^ 
the Utter U%m P^^r. M. Spanheioi foppofes that tlie coin was Itruck 
by fame of the enemies of Gallienus, and wa« defigned as a fevere 
iatire on that efieoiinate prince* But aa the uie of iiony may icem 
unworthy of the gravity of the Roman mint, M« de VaUemont has 
dedvced ftom a paflageof Trebcllioa PoUio (Hift. Auguft. P..S98.) 
M ingenioas and natural iblution. Qidlm^ was fiift coufin to cho 
eiapeior. By delireriog Africa from the ufurper Celfus, Aie de* 
fcrred the titk of Augufta. On a medal in the French king*s col« 
Icdion, we f«td a fimilar infcripii^ of Fam/um ^fffi* rotnd the 
head of Marcos Aurelins. With regard to the Uhi^ P^x, it i» 
«fiJy e]^laiiied by the fanity of Oallicnaa^ who feiKd* pcrba s, 
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^ "x^ ^' repeated intelligence of invafions^ defeatk, and 

4^«-%^-i<^ rebellions, he received with a carelefs fmile; 

and fingUng out, with affeded contempt, fome 

particular produdion of the loft proYince, he 

carelefsly alkedy whether Rome muft be roined, 

unlefs it was fupplied with linen from .Egypt, 

and Arras cloth from Gaul ? There were, how* 

ever, a few fhort moments in the life of Gallienus, 

when, exafperated by fome recent injury, he 

fuddenly appeared the intrepid foldier and the 

cruel tyrant ; till, fatiated with blood, or fatigued 

by refiftance, he infeafibly funk into the natural 

mildnefs and indolence of his charader *^^ 

The thirty At a time when the reins of government were 

tynntt. j^^ij ^j(|^ f^ \qq(^ ^ hand, it is not furptifing 

that a crowd of ufurpers (hould ftart up in every 
province of the empire againft the fon of Vale- 
rian. It was probably fome ingenious fancy, of 
comparing the thirty tyrants of Rome with the 
thirty tyrants of Athens, that induced the writers 
of the Auguftan hiftory to feleft that cele- 
brated number, which has been gradually received 
into a popular appellation *'% But in every 
light the parallel is idle and defefkive. What 
refemblance can we difcover between a council 

the occaiion of fome momentary calm. See Nomrellct de Im Rrpttb* 
lique dee Lettret^ Jaw? ier 1700. p. « 1^-34* 

156 This Angular charaAer hat, I believe, haen httlf ciM i iaiit t iJ 
to ut. The reign of his immediate fucceffor was ftiartaft4 bofys 
and the hiftorians who wrote before the elevation of the fattily of 
Conftaotine, could not have the moft remote interelt to miixepicrciit 
the charafter of Gallienus. 

>S7 Pollio expreftt the moft minote anxiety tb coiBplete tbt 
number, 
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of thirty perfons, the united oppreflbrs of a fin- ^ h^a p. 
gle dty, and an uncertain lift of independent ^^^^^-^^^^ 
rivals, wfap rofe and fell in irregular fucceffion 
through the extent of a vaft empire ? Nor can 
the number of thirty be completed, unlefs we 
include in the account the women and children 
who were honoured with the Imperial title* The 
reign of Ga)lienu8, diftraAed as it was, produced 
only niffetden pretenders to the thrope; Cyriades, Their ml 
Macrianus, Balifta, Odenathus, and Zenobia, in ^^ 
the caft; in Gsiul, and the weftern provinces, morethaa 
Pqfthumus, Lollianus, Vidorinus and his mother 
Victoria, Marius, abd Tetricus. In lUyricum 
and the coniSnes of the Danube, Ingenuus, Re- 
gillianus, and Aureolus; in Pontus''*, Satur« 
ninus; in Ifauria, TrebeUianus; Pifo in Thef« 
faly; Valens in Achaia; iEmilianus in Egypt; 
and Celjltts in Africa. To illuftrate the obfcure 
monuments of the life and death of each indi« 
iridual, would prove a laborious tafk, alike bar* 
Ten of inftrudion and of amufement. We may 
content ^^urfelves with inveftigating fome general 
charaders, that moft ftrongly mark the condition 
of the times, and the manners of the men, their 
pretentions, their motives, their fate, and the 
deftrudive confequences of their ufurpation '*^ 

It is fuiEciently known, that the odious appeU Charaaer 
lation of Tyrant was often employed by the an- ©? thTtJ^^ 
dents to exprefs the illegal feizure of fupreme '^^^* 

' sf' T^e friacc of hit retgD it fomewhat doubrful ) but there «mi 
a tyrtnt in Pontut» and we are acquainted with the feat of all the 
oHiers. 

'i9 Tillemonty torn, iti.p. 1163, reckoss them fomewhat difler« 
cntljr. 
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CHAP, power, without any reference to the abtife dT f& 
ii— v^liii^ Several of the pretenders, who raifed the ftand-^ 
ard of rebellion againft the emperor GalKenus^ 
were Aiming models of virtti^, aitid almoft all 
pofiefled a confidetable fhare of ifgour and abi- 
lity. Their merit had rescomtnended them to the 
favour of Valerian, and gradually promoted theni 
to the mod important commands of the ^m{Mr& 
The generals, who afifumed the titb of Adguftus, 
were either refpeded by their troopft fc^ theii^ 
able condufl and Severe difcipKa^ or aditaifed 
for valour and fuccefs ia war; or beloved fot 
franknefs and generofity. The field of vidory 
was often the icene of their ele&bn $ and even! 
the armourer Marius, the teoft contemptible of 
all the candidates for the purple, was diftmgoilhed 
however by intrepid courage, matchlefs ftrengtb, 
and blunt honefty'^. His mean and recent 
trade cafl: mdeed an air of ridicule on bi9 
Their «v. elevation; but his birth could not be more ob- 
fcare birth, fcute than was that of the greater part of hisr 
rivals, who were bom of peafants, and inlifted 
in the army as private foldiers. In times of 
confufion, every aftive genius find» the place 
affigned him by Nature: in a general ftate of 
war, ifiilitary merit is the road to glory and to 
greatnefs. Of the nineteen tyrants, Tetricus 
only was a fenator; Pifo alone was a noble^ 
iThe blood of Numa, through twenty-eight fnc- 
ceffive generations, ran in the veins of Calphur- 

i«o See the fpeech of Marius, In the Atigtiftan Hiftory, p, 197* 
* The accidental identity of names wat the oniy circumftaacc that 
coiild umpt PoUio to imiute Salluft* 
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libs Kfo"*', who^ by female alliances, claimed ^\^^^ 
a fight of exhibiting, in hia houfe, the images of ^^^i^v ' ^*^^ 
Ctaflbs and of the great Pompcy***. His an- 
ceilors had been repeatedly dignified with all the 
honours which the commonwealth could teftow ; 
and of all the ancient families of Rome, the Cal« 
phurnian alone had furvived the tyranny of the 
Csefars. Tlie perfonal qualities of Pifo added new 
lultre to hi^ race. The ufurper Valens, by whofe 
order he was kitkd, confefTed, with deep rcmorfe, 
that even an enemy ought to have refpeded 
the fanftity of Pifo; and although he died in 
arms againft Gallienus, the fenate, with the 
emperor's generous penniflion, decreed the tri- 
umphal ornaments to the memory of fo virtuous 
a rebel'*'. 

The lieutenants of Valerian were grateful to Thectvfet 
the father whom they efteemed. They dif- ^/iJj^'*' 
dained to ferve the luxurious indolence of his 
unworthy fon. The throne of the Roman world 
was unfupported by any principle of loyalty; 
and treafon againft fuch a prince might eafily 
be confidered as patriotifm to the flate. Yet if 
we examine with candour the conduct of thefe 

i6y Vot, OPoirpilivt fiinguit! it Horsc^t addreft totbePifot. 
8te Art. Poet. ▼. 191. With D'cier^t and Sanadon*s notcc* 

*^^ Tacit. Annal. xv. ^% Hfft. i. 15. In the former of theft 
paflagea we may venture to change patenta into mmtmrn* In erery 
generation from Augadun to Alexander bevtiut, one or itiore Pifoa 
a|>pcair as conluU. A Pi To waa deemed worthy of the throne by 
Auguftus (Tacit. Annal, i. 13.)- A fecond headed a fonnidabl« 
confpiracy againft Nero \ ami a third was adopted, and declared C«. 
lar by Galba. 

'^i H ft. Aagnft. p. 195. The fenate, in a moment of emhufialaip 
ftemt to have prefumcd on the approbation of Gallienot. 
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tfurpers, it will appear, that they were tntictl 
oftener driven into rebellion by their fears, than 
urged to it by their ambition. They dreaded 
the cruel fufpicions of Gallientis; they equally 
dreaded the capricious violence of their troops* 
If the dangerous favour of the army had im* 
prudently declared them deferving of the purple, 
they were marked for fure deftrudion ; and even 
prudence would counfel them, to fecure a (hort 
enjoyment of empire, and rather to try the for^^ 
tune of war, than to exped the hand of an exe^* 
cutioner* When the clamour of the foldiers in- 
veiled the reluftant victims with the enfigns of 
fovereign authority, they fometimes mourned 
in fecret their approaching fete. " You have loft,*^ 
faid Saturninus, on the day of his elevation^ 
^^ you have lofl: a ufeful commander, and you 
** have made a very wretched emperor "*.** 
Tiieir T10. * The apprehenfions of Saturninus were juftiiied 
loif deaths, j^y ^jjg repeated experience of revolutions. Of 
the nineteen tyrants who darted up under the reign 
of GallienuSs^ there was not one who enjoyed 
a life of peace, or a natural death. As ^n 
as they were invefted with the bloody purple^ 
they infpired their adherents with the feme 
fears and ambition which had occafioned their 
own revolt. Encompafled with domeftic con« 
fpiracy, military fedition, and civil war, they 
trembled on the edge of precipices, iti which, 
after a longer or fliorter term of anxiety, they 
were inevitably loft. Thefe precarious monarchs 

*^ Hift* Augttft* p. I9S4 
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received, however, fuch honours, as the flattery chap. 
of their refpedive armies and provinces could '_,-,'-^r 
beftow; but their claim, founded on rebellion, 
could never obtain the fandion of law or hiftory. 
Italy, Rome, and the fenate, conftantly adhered 
to the caufe of Galleiius, and he alone was con« 
fidered as the fovereign of the empire. .That 
prince condefcended, indeed, to acknowledge the 
victorious arms of Odenathus, who defervcd the 
honourable diftinAion, by the refpeftful conduft 
which he always maintained towards the fon of 
Valerian. With the general applaufe of the Ro- 
mans, and the confent of Gallienus, the lenate 
conferred the title of Auguftus on the brave Pal- 
my renian; and feemed to intrufl: him with the 
government of the Eaft, which he already pof. 
fefled, in fo independent a manner, that, like a 
private fucceiTion, he bequeathed it to his illuftrious 
widow Zenobia *^\ 

The rapid and perpetual tranfitions from rfie Fatal eon. 
cottage to the throne, and from the throne to o^Jhdi** 
the grave, might have amufed an indifferent «/"«•?«• 
philofopher; were it poflible for a philofopher 
to remain indifferent amidfl the general cala- 
mities of human kind. The elefbion of thefe 
precarious emperors, their power and their deaths 
were equally deflruftive to their fubje£ls and ad« 
herents. The price of their fatal elevation was 
inftantly difcharged to the troops, by an immenfe 
donative, drawn from the bowels of the exhaufted 

^^5 The aObctation of the brave Palmyrenian was the moft popular 
a^ of the whole reign of Gallienus. Hifl. Atiguft. p, iSo. 

Vol. L ' G g people. 
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CHAP, people. However virtuous was their cbarader, 
however pure their intentions, they found them- 
felves reduced to the hard neceffity of fupporiing 
their ufurpation by frequent acts of rapine and 
cruelty. When they fell, they involved armies 
and provinces in their fall. There is ftill extant 
a moft favage mandate from Gallienus to one of 
his minifters, after the fuppreffion of Ingenuus, 
who had affumed the purple in Illyricura. *' It 
" is not enough,** fays that foft but inhuman 
prince, " that you exterminate fuch as hate ap- 
*' peared in arms : the chance of battle might 
*' have ferved me as eifeclually. The male fex 
*' of every age mufl be extirpated ; provided 
*' that, in the execution of the children and old 
*' men, you can contrive means to fave our 
*' reputation. Let every one die who has dropt 
*' an expreflion, who has entertained a thought 
*' againft me, againft mCj the fon of Valerian, 
" the father and brother of fo many princes *'^ 
Remember that Ingenuus was made emperor ; 
tear, kill, hew in pieces. I write to you with 
my own hand, and would infpire you with 
" my own feelings '*^'' Whilft the public forces 
of the ftate were diffipated in private quarrels, 

»66 Gallienus had given the titles of Caefar and Auguftus to his 
fon SaloninuSj (lain at Cologn by the iifurper Pollhiimus. A feccnd 
fon of Gallienus fucccecled to the name and rank of his elder brother. 
Valerian, the brother of Gallienus, was alfo aflbciated to the en:- 
pirc: feveral other brothers, fif^ers, nephews, and nieces of the em- 
peror, formed a very numerous royal family. See Tillcfnonty 
torn. iii. and M. de Breqtiigny in the Mcmoires de rAcadcmie, 
torn, xxxii. p. a6x. 

.>67 Uilh Auguft. p. i88. 
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the defencelefs provinces lay expofed to evety chap. 
invader. The braveft ufurpers were compelled, ■_r-/-«_r 
by the perplexity of their fituation, to conclude 
ignominious treaties with the common enemy, 
to purchafe with oppreffive tributes the neutrality 
or fervices of the barbarians, and to introduce 
hoftile and independent nations into the heart of 
the Roman monarchy '*^*. 

Such were the barbarianSj and fuch the tyrants,^ 
who, under the reigns of Valerian and Gallienus, 
difmembered the provinces, and reduced the 
empire to the loweft pitch of difgrace and ruin, 
from whence it feemed impoffible that it (hould 
ever emerge. As far as the barrennefs of mate- 
rials would permit, we have attempted to trace, 
with order and perfpicuity, the general events of 
that calamitous period. There ftill remain fomc 
partfcular fafts; I. The diforders of Sicily j 
II. The tumults of Alexandria; and, III. The 
rebellion of the Ifaurians, which may ferve to 
refleft a ftrong light on the horrid pifture. 

I. Whenever numerous troops of banditti, Difordcrt 
multiplied by fuccefs and impunity, publicly ^ ^^^*^* 
defy, iriftead of eluding the juftice of their 
country, we may fafely infer, that the excefSve 
weaknefs of the government is felt and abufed 
by the loweft ranks of the community. The 
fituation of Sicily prefer ved it from the bar- 
barians; nor could the difarmed province have 
fupported an ufurper. The fufferings of that 

*68 Regillianus bad fomc bands of Roxolani in his fervicc. Poft- 
hiimus a body of Franks. It was perhaps in the charaftcr of auxilia- 
ries that the latter introduced themfelves into Spain, 
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once flourifliing and ftill fertile ifland, were in- 
Aided by bafer hands. A licentious crowd of 
flaves and peafants reigned for a while over the 
plundered country, and renewed the memory of 
the fervile wars of more ancient times'*^*. De- 
vaftations, of which the huibandman was either 
the vidtm or the accomplice, muft have ruined 
the agriculture of Sicily ; and as the principal eftates 
were the property of the opulent fenators of Rome, 
who often enclofed within a farm the territory of 
an old republic, it is not improbable, that this 
private injury might affed the capital more 
deeply, than all the conquefts of the Goths or 
the Perfians. 
Tumuiu IL The foundation of Alexandria was a noble 
andria?" defign, at once conceived and executed by the 
fon of Philip. The beautiful and regular form 
of that. great city, fecond only to Rome itfelf, 
comprehended a circumference of fifteen miles '^® ; 
it was peopled by three hundred thoufand free 
inhabitants, befides at lead an equal number of 
flaves '•". The lucrative trade of Arabia and 
India flowed through the port of Alexandria to 
the capital and provinces of the empire. Idlenefs 
was unknown. Some were employed in blowmg 
of glafs, others in weaving ol linen, others again 
manufafturing the papyrus. Either fex, and 
every age, was engaged in the purfuits of induf- 
try, nor did even the blind or the lame want 

1^9 The Auguftan Hi dory i p. I77» calls ii firviit htUum. See 
Diodor. Sicul. U xxxiv. 

>7o Piin. Hift. Natur. V. to. 

>7x Diodor. Sicul. l.xvii* p*590« Edit. WeiTcImg. 
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occupations fuited to their condition ■^*. But the ^ ^^^ **• 
people of Alexandria, a various mixture of ^ 
nations, united the vanity and inconftancy of the 
Greeks, with the fuperftition and obftinacy of the 
Egyptians. The mod: trifling occafion, a tran- 
(ient fcarcity of flefti or lentils, the neglefb of an 
accudomed falutation, a miftake of precedency in 
the public baths, or even a religious difpute'^^ 
were at any time fufficient to kindle a fedition 
among that vaft multitude, whofe refentments 
were furious and implacable"^*. After the cap- 
tivity of Valerian and the infolence of his fon had 
relaxed the authority of the laws, the Alexan- 
drians abandoned themfelves to the ungovemed 
lage of their paffions, and their unhappy country 
was the theatre of a civil war, which continued 
(with a few (hort and fufpicious truces) above 
twelve years "^ All intercourfe was cut off 
between the feveral quarters of the afflifted city, 
every ftreet was polluted with blood, every build* 
ing of ftrength converted into a citadel ; nor did 
the tumults fubfide, till a confiderable part of 
Alexandria was irretrievably ruined. The fpa- 
cious and magnificent diftrift of Bruchion, with 
its palaces and mufaeum, the refidence of the 

"T* Sec a very curious letter of Hadrian in the Auguftan Uiftory, 
p.»4S» 

*7i Such aft thefaaiiegious inorderof a (Uviaecat. See Diodor* 
Sicul. ]. i. 

*74 Hifl, Auguft. p. 195, Thit long and terrible fedition wat 
firft occafioned by a difpute between a foldier and a towniinan about 
a pair of ilioes* 

>75 Dionyfius apud Eufcb, Hill. Ecdef. Yol. vli. p. »i» Aminian* 
xxii. i(». 
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kings and philofophers of Egypt, is defcribed above 
a century afterwards, as already reduced to its pre- 
fent ft ate of dreary folitude "*. 
Rebellion HI, The obfcure rebellion of TrebelHanus, 
Jiaurians. ^^o aflumed the purple in Ifauria, a petty pro- 
vince of Afia Minor, was attended with ftrange 
and memorable confequcnces. The pageant of 
royalty was foon deftroyed by an officer of Gal- 
lienus ; but his followers, defpairing of mercy, 
refolved to (hake off their allegiance, not only to 
the emperor, but to the empire, and fuddenly 
returned to the favage manners, from which they 
had never perfeftly been reclaimed. Their cf aggy 
rocks, a branch of the wide-extended Taurus, 
protefted their inacceffible. retreat. The tillage 
of fome fertile vallies *" fupplied them with 
neceffaries, and a habit of rapine with the luxu- 
ries of life. In the heart of the Roman mo- 
narchy, the Ifaurians long continued a nation of 
wild barbarians. Succeeding princes, unable to 
reduce them to obedience either by arms or po- 
licy, were compelled to acknowledge their weak- 
nefs, by furrounding the hoftile and independ- 
ent fpot, with a ftrong chain of fortifications '^^ 
which often proved infufficicnt to reftrain the 
incurfions of thefe domeftic foes. The Ifau- 
rians, gradually extending their territory to the 
fea-coaft, fubdued the weftern and mountainous 
part of Cilicia, formerly the neft of thofe daring 

■7* Scaligcr. Animadvcr. ad Eufeb. Chron, p. 25S. Three dif- 
fertations of M. Bonaaiy, in the Mem. de l^Academiei torn. ix. 
"77 Stiaboy 1. xii. p. 569. 
»78 Hill. Auguft. p. 197. 
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pirates, againft whom the lepublic had once been chap. 
obliged to exert its utmoft force, under the conduft v,-*-^>I^l^ 
of the great Pompey '''. 

Our habits of thinking fo fondly conneft the Famine 
order of the univerfe with the fate of man, that hnce. 
this gloomy period of hiftory has been decorated 
with inundations, earthquakes, uncommon me- 
teors, preternatural darknefs, and a crowd of 
prodigies fictitious or exaggerated "^ But a long 
and general famine was a calamity of a more 
ferious kind. It was the inevitable confequence 
of rapine and oppreffion, which extirpated the 
produce of the prefent, and the hope of future 
harvefts. Famine is almoft always followed by 
epidemical difeafes, the efFeft of Icaniy and im- 
wholefome food. Other caufes luuil i^i^'.^vr^r 
have contributed to the furious plague, wh'ch, 
from the year two hundred and fifty to the y.ar 
two hundred and fixty-five, raged without iir. •ir- 
ruption in every province, every city, and iMtnc'll 
every family, of the Roman ein^^ire. During 
fome time five thoufand perlbns died daily in 
Rome ; and many towns, that had cfcaped the 
hands of the barbarians, v/cre entirely depopu- 
lated "'. 

' We have the knowledge of a very curious cir- Dimin«- 
cumftance, of fome ufe perhaps in the mclan- {ion of the 

' r r human 

f^ieciet. 

'79 See Cellariu8, Geogr, Aniiq. torn. ii. p. 137. upon the limits 
of Ifauria. 

»«o liilt. Aiiguft. p. T77. 

^^^ Hift. .\ijgulh p. 177. Zofimiis, 1. i. p. «4.. Zonaras, 1. xii. 
p. 623. Eiifcb. Chjonicon. Viitor iu Epitora. Viftor in Caefar. 
Eutiopius, ix. 5, Oi-ufiuS; vii. lit 
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choly calculation of human calamities. An 
exaft regifter was kept at Alexandria of all the 
citizens entitled to receive the diftribution of 
com. It was found, that the ancient number of 
thofc comprifed between the ages of forty and 
{eventy^ had been equal to the whole fum of 
claimants, from fourteen to fourfcore years of 
age, who remained alive after the reign of Gal- 
lienus***. Applying this authentic faft to the 
raoft correft tables of mortality, it evidently 
proves, that above half the people of Alexandria 
had perifhed ; and could we venture to extend the 
analogy to the other provinces, we might fufpe^t, 
that war, peflilence, and ^mine, had cdnfumed, in 
a few years, the moiety of the human fpecies"^ 

itt Euieb. Hift. Ecclef. rii. %i . The faa is taken from tbc Let- 
tert of Dionyfius» wbo> in the time of thole traubles, was biibop of 
Alexandria. 

<Si In a great number of panflies if,ooo perfons were foaml 
between fouitecn and eighty; 5365 between forty and feveaty* Set 
BuffoD) HiftoircNatureile, torn. ii. p. 590. 
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